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From Migrant Kid to Community Leader 

The life of Walter Karl Herman Marggraf, long serving 

Secretary/President of the Brisbane German Club 

 

“His hands will never be soiled by manual labour”  

Mina Marggraf declaration following the birth of  

Walter, her only son 
 

 

Eric Marggraf September 2015 

 

 

Eric Marggraf, whilst born and spending his first Christmas in Berlin, could neither read nor 

speak German. He grew up in Taringa and was apprenticed to a local builder. Unlike his 

father he was destined to get his hands dirty in his chosen career. Eric built many houses in 

the western suburbs before retiring with his wife Olive to Bellbird Park. His interests 

included railway history and photography, the later a hobby he shared with his father. 

These notes are a summary of the presentation Eric made to the June 2015 meeting of the 

Taringa History Group. It is the story of the experiences of an industrious immigrant family, 

includes aspects of the history of Brisbane’s principal German community organisation, but 

is primarily about his father Walter Marggraf. The words are Eric’s, the illustrations sourced 

from the Marggraf family archive with some additional images where necessary to 

supplement aspects of his talk. Eric passed away in February 2020 

Andrew Darbyshire January 2022 

 

For further details of the activities of Taringa History Group contact Bruce Sinclair whose 

details can be found on Brisbane History West https://brisbanehistorywest.wordpress.com  

The site has two other articles based on Eric’s local experiences A Taringa Childhood and 

The movie I saw the most people walk out of was William Shakespeare’s ‘Henry V’, 

uneducated lot – recollections of the Victory Pictures Theatre, Taringa 
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From migrant kid to community leader – 

the life of Walter Karl Herman Marggraf 

 

Eric’s Grandfather Herman Gustav Wilhelm 

Marggraf as a young man (Born 1875) 

Eric has limited knowledge of his father’s 

linage other than that his paternal grandfather, 

Herman Marggraf, is understood to have been 

the top local  bootmaker in the area of Berlin 

where he lived. Herman met his future wife 

Mina Strohschein in Berlin. 

The Strohschein family were from near Stettin 

on the Baltic coast, at that time in the eastern 

part of Germany (now part of Poland). Stettin 

was a centre for industry and shipbuilding. 

Interestingly The ‘Prince Ludwig’ 

subsequently renamed the ‘Orcades’ after 

WW1, the ship on which Olive’s grand-

parents came out to Australia, was built in 

Stettin. 

Mina’s father Carl Strohschein, who worked in 

the Stettin brickyards, married Emma 

Hainnaman. They had 11 children, two sons 

and then three girls in a row. Mina (born 

1878), Martha (c1879) and Bertha (1881). 

Sisters Mina and Bertha moved to Berlin in the 

late 1800s, Mina marrying Herman Marggraf 

in August 1899. Bertha married Berthold 

Thauer, a carpenter and joiner in 1903. 

Walter Marggraf was born on 20 July 1901, an 

only child. Mina declared “His hands will 

never be soiled by manual work” (and this 

seems to have been the case). 

 

Walter’s train set given to him on his 5
th

 birthday in 

1906 ( refurbished by Eric) 

The two sisters must have been close as both 

couples decided to migrate to Queensland 

together. Mina, Herman and Walter with 

Bertha, Berthold and their two children Anna 

and Erwin made their way over the North Sea 

and boarded the ‘Oswestry Grange’, departing 

from Royal Albert Dock, Southampton on 28 

July 1909. 

They arrived at their destination Rockhampton 

and were somewhat surprised to see the city 

not only had trams but everything else they 

needed to set up a new life. 

 

The Thauers in their garden at ‘The Caves’ c1914 

(Gertrude, centre front, was born in 1911) 
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As immigrants they were eligible for a grant of 

land, approx 160 acres at ‘The Caves’, a two 

day bullock wagon ride north of the city (there 

was no train at that time). When they arrived at 

the property and there was no tents as 

promised, they had to build their own shelter. 

Cubby houses with branches for roof covering 

Herman and Mina only endured these 

conditions for two months before retracing 

their steps to Rockhampton where Herman 

returned to his trade as a bootmaker. They 

stayed in Rockhampton for about six months 

before moving on to Mt Morgan. 

The Thauers stayed on and lived at The Caves 

for approx 17 years. Their daughter Gertrude 

was born there in January 1911, she lived to be 

100. 

 

Walter, far left, at Mt Morgan School 

At Mt Morgan Herman rented a shop and 

opened his own Boot and Shoe business. 

Walter attended Mt Morgan School and even 

though his parent’s had limited English, the 

business soon established itself and it went 

well. The Marggrafs where naturalised in 1912 

and spent their spare time camping at 

Yeppoon, travelling by train (old rack line). 

The outbreak of war in 1914 resulted in a 

general animosity to all things German and the 

unions ordered a boycott of Marggraf’s Store. 

The business slumped and Eric’s father Walter 

recalled “We were in danger of starving, you’d 

think we started the bloody war”. They 

decided to move to a more sympathetic area, 

packing their goods and chattels and headed 

for Southport. 

They travelled by train, initially renting a 

house in Bay Street. 

 

Original Nerang Street premises, from left, 

Herman, Mina and Walter 

They then bought a shop in Nerang Street, 

between the Esplanade and Scarborough Street 

where, unmolested by the locals or the 

authorities, they set up their Boot and Shoe 

Emporium.  

The shop sold new footwear and undertook 

repairs. Boots were sent down to the shop 

from country Queensland by train. There were 

plenty of German farmers in the hinterland and 

the business flourished. 

 

Walter, far left, at Southport High School 

Walter finished his final primary school year 

at Southport and then went to the High School 

achieving top grades in English. He finished 

school in 1919 and went on to take a course in 

Accountancy and Bookkeeping (remember his 

mother’s words). 

With an optimistic outlook, Herman decided to 

add a second story to the shop, creating a flat 
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and offices for rent, ‘The Daily Mail’ took the 

office. 

 

The second storey addition to the Nerang Street 

premises (above) and Walter’s Dodge (below) 

 

Walter was taken into the business and ‘H 

Marggraf and Son’ was created. Walter bought 

his first car in 1924, a Dodge Tourer. It was 

delivered to Southport via the Coomera Ferry. 

 

The Sans Souci Dance Band 

Around 1925 Walter formed the ‘Sans Souci 

Orchestra’ a six piece dance band (piano 

player not shown in photograph) that played 

functions from Pimpama to Mudgeeraba and 

all along the coast (the band was probably 

named after the Sanssouci Palace in Potsdam, 

Germany). 

He made a large wooden box fixed to the rear 

carrier of the Dodge to carry the instruments. 

Fancy driving on those roads at mid-night after 

a dance.  

 

Walter, Mina, Herman and Anna 

In the mid-1920s, Bertha and Berthold’s 

daughter Anna Thauer moved in with the 

Marggrafs, the heat at The Caves was too 

much for her. It is possible that Anna was the 

singer with the band. She later married the 

drummer, Thomas Boylan. 
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Additional Marggraf Southport property built next 

door to their Nerang Street premises 

Perhaps bucking the trend in the mid 1920s, 

the Marggrafs bought the land next door to the 

shop and designed and built a 2 storey brick 

building, the first in Southport to have a 

cantilevered awning. It was let initially as 

Bell’s Photographic Studio and later became 

‘Salway’s Café’. 

No doubt at one of dances he played at, 

possibly Benowa Hall, Walter met his future 

wife, Fanny (Fan). Fan was one of the three 

daughters of Bill and Emma (nee Kamholtz) 

Hicks, who had a dairy farm (plus small crops) 

at Ashmore. The Kamholtz family ran a 

similar farm at Carrara. 

 

The Hick’s farm at Ashmore, now part of the Pines 

Golf Resort and below, Fan aged twenty-one 

 

The Marggrafs now took a further plunge and 

bought two adjoining 33’ frontage blocks of 

land at Hamilton Avenue, Surfers Paradise to 

build a holiday home. In 1928 they built a two  

bedroom cottage with kitchen and living room, 

the facilities under the house. 

 

The bush building lots and the holiday house 

(below) 
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They appointed HC Hack of Surfers Paradise 

as letting agent for the house when they were 

not using it. 

On 13 February 1929 Walter and Fan married 

at the Lutheran Church of St Andrew on 

Wickham Terrace, Brisbane (re-built c1976). 

The marriage is surrounded somewhat in 

secrecy, no relatives attended, the attendants 

are unknown and there was no wedding 

reception. They did, however, let Walter’s 

cousin Gertie know at work, at the Treasury 

Building. They spent their honeymoon driving 

through Northern NSW including Byron Bay. 

The couple moved in with Walter’s parents, 

with Fan taking the place of Anna as ‘home 

help’ (at Mina’s beck and call). In November 

1929 Fan fell pregnant. 

 

Walter and Fan on their wedding day (at least a 

photographer was present). The original Lutheran 

Church on Wickham Terrace (below) 

 

About this time Herman did a deal with JA 

Wilson of Taringa, swapping the Marggraf 

boot business at Southport for Wilson’s house 

in Princess Street, Taringa. The Marggraf’s 

retained the ownership of the Southport shops 

and house.  

Walter then announced he wanted his first 

child to be born in Germany, Fan, five months 

pregnant (understandably) less enthusiastic. 

This threw a bit of a spanner into the works 

and it was agreed that Herman and Mina 

would look to sell the Southport properties and 

follow the young couple out later. Never-the-

less Walter and Fan went ahead with his plan 

to move back to Germany. This all happened 

only six weeks before he had booked them to 

leave. 

 

Fan (centre) aboard the ‘Jervis Bay’, they departed 

Brisbane on 24 April 1930 
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It was a relatively uneventful trip but the long 

sea voyage saw Fan spending most of her time 

in their cabin. Walter played it up on deck. 

They arrived at Tilbury Docks in June taking 

the ferry to Ostend, Belgium, and then on by 

train to Berlin, arriving on 17
th
. They met the 

young concert pianist prodigy Nancy Weir on 

the train, she was travelling to study in Berlin. 

 

The Bar/Restaurant Walter took on in Berlin, his 

cousin’s name appears above the entrance door. It 

survived the war years 

Walter wasted no time, buying into a 

restaurant business in Berlin but had to do this 

in partnership with his cousin Paul Marggraf. 

Walter was an Australian citizen and not 

eligible to hold a Liquor License. 

Back in Australia the properties had been put 

up for sale, however, the depression was 

taking its toll and there was no interest. The 

Dodge was sold providing some money. 

Things initially went well with the bar and 

skittle alley and Walter was in his element, 

socialising, visiting museums and even the 

Graf Zeppelin. 

Fan gave birth on 9 August 1930 to a son, to 

be called Walter Erich. In the hospital when 

Fan said she was from Australia the nurses had 

no idea where that was. 

Eric’s first christmas came and went, but Fan 

was finding it difficult in a strange land with 

limited German, her only female mentor, 

Lottie, Paul’s wife. 

 

Fan and Eric in Berlin 

The political situation also worsened with the 

Nazi’s taking to the streets although Walter 

and Fan were not directly affected. 

 

Eric’s first Christmas in Berlin 

Of more concern was the failure of the 

Australian properties to sell, combined with 

limited income from the restaurant. Walter 

blamed his cousin for this, although it was 

almost likely his own fault. Running out of 

money, Walter wired his parents for the return 

fare home. 

They got out of Germany quickly, taking a 

train to Ostend then by the Orient Line 

‘Orsova’ back to Brisbane. 
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Back in Queensland they moved into the 

Surfers Paradise holiday home temporarily. 

Walter bought a two year old Ford Tourer and 

spent most of his time travelling up to see his 

parents in Brisbane and looking for a home in 

Taringa.  

 

The Ford went like a rocket and he could do 

the Brisbane – Southport trip in 50 minutes, 

not bad considering the state of the roads. 

After six months Walter bought 62 Manchester 

Terrace, Taringa, a house on two 16 perch 

steeply sloping allotments. Manchester 

Terrace comprised a single road at that time 

(road on high side) so there was a long track to 

the front gates. He kept the car in the garage at 

his parent’s house in Princess Street, so faced 

a ¾ mile 15 minute walk to pick it up.  

 

Walter and Fan’s house in Manchester Terrace 

(post construction of the lower section of road) 

It was in the mid 1930s that Walter became 

more involved with the German community in 

Brisbane. 1934 saw the visit to Moreton Bay 

of the 6,000 ton Cruiser ‘Karlsrhure’ from the 

now Nazi controlled Germany. Some of Eric’s 

earliest memories are seeing the big guns of 

this ship (and Punch and Judy).  

Walter became a member of the German Club 

in 1934. 

 

Visiting German Cruiser (1934) and the German 

Club float prepared for the celebrations 

surrounding the coronation of King George 

(swastikas prominent) 

 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club in 

October 1936 Walter stood for the role of 

Secretary and with his book keeping skills and 

ability to manage staff, he was elected. 

 

Walter in his office at the German Club (1938) 

The main club activities at the time (besides 

drinking beer) included dances once a week, 9 

pin skittles and the occasional all night ball. 

Special interest groups included football and 

the choir. There was community singing at 

least once a year. 
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Eric remembers from this period the annual 

Bay trips to Dunwich on the Government 

Steamer ‘SS Otter’, complete with a Swastika 

flag at the masthead. There was a piano on 

board and a band to provide entertainment. 

And beer of course. It was a great day out for 

the kids. 

Eric started school in 1935, a new addition to 

the family, Colin, was born at Taringa Private 

Hospital on Morrow Street in 1937. This was 

handy for Eric as it was close to school, he 

could call and see mum and bub, also get extra 

helpings of puddings 

As Eric got older he would walk to his 

Grandparent Marggraf’s home in Princess 

Street for his lunches. 

 

Herman and Mina’s house in Princess Street 

The Surfers Paradise house was also extended 

in the 1930s, adding a long room (dormitory 

style bedroom) and a proper bathroom with 

wash basin, bath tub and cold shower.  

In the latter half of the 1930s Eric recalled that 

the German Club became very Nazi oriented. 

The photo of King George and the Union Jack 

to the left of the doors into the bar, were joined 

by a photo of Adolf Hitler and a Swastika on 

the right. At times those in the hall would sing 

‘Deutschland uber Alles’ with great gusto. 

Eric remembered it sounded very stirring. 

Seemed to be Germany all over. 

As Secretary it fell to Walter to organise the 

visit of German WW1 hero Count Felix Von 

Luckner to Brisbane. He had a distinguished 

record as captain of the SMS Seeadler, the 

three-masted sailing ship that successfully 

raided allied shipping in the Atlantic and 

Pacific in the age of dreadnoughts. Both sides 

respected the way he went about his task, and 

the way he treated the captured crews of the 

many ships he sank. He was touring the world 

with his wife in his yacht Seeteufel. 

 

Count Von Luckner autographing keepsakes at the 

Club, Walter in discussion with the lady on the 

right 

 

The Australian authorities viewed Luckner as 

a Nazi sympathiser and the Commonwealth 

Investigation Service (Colonel Bob Wake) 

maintained a watch on him during his visit. 

Walter drove Luckner on a site seeing trip 

around South-East Queensland including a trip 

to Southport with lunch at the Pacific Hotel. 
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Eric still had the autographed copies of the 

portrait and Seeadler sailing ship that Luckner 

gave to Walter. 

The Luckners flew back to Sydney on the 

recently introduced (1937) Airlines of 

Australia Kyilla (first Douglas DC3 airliner to 

enter service in Australia). 

The Marggraf family were also used as an 

instrument of propaganda, a German journalist 

taking a staged photograph of the family 

listening to a radio broadcast in their Princess 

Street home. 

 

This was at the time of Germany’s march into 

Austria, the Anschluss. Walter and other 

members of the German Club community were 

now on the security service’s radar. 

 

The German Club pre-war Committee, young Eric 

centre front. Walter, second from left, was always 

keen to have Eric in these photographs 

In early 1939, Walter, perhaps spurred on by 

the visit of Luckner and having to show him 

around in an open top tourer traded it in for a 

near new Ford V8. He also decided to build a 

garage at Manchester Terrace (the lower 

section of the road had now been formed) and 

engaged a carpenter who charged him £5 for 

the labour involved. 

In his new car Walter undertook a tour of 

NSW taking in Lismore, Armidale and then 

out to Port Macquarie and back up the coast 

(Eric tagged along). Walter was not aware at 

the time that the trip was being monitored. 

At the outbreak of war, with Hitler’s armies 

marching through Europe the German Club 

closed down immediately. Offered to the Red 

Cross by the Committee, it was taken over by 

the military. The fittings and furniture were 

cleared out.  

The Authorities were now on the prowl for any 

Nazi paraphernalia and just after Japan entered 

the war on 30 December 1941, the Manchester 

Terrace house was searched (and they returned 

later). Various material was seized including a 

copy of Mein Kampf, Hitler’s Germany, 

Hitler’s Wonderland and Luckner’s book 

‘Seadevil’ (not clear if these were Walter’s 

personal copies or ones he held on behalf of 

the Club). The Ford at this time was up on 

blocks. 

The Commonwealth Investigation Service 

seemingly recruited members of the public to 

keep an eye on Walter, an incident with the 

local greengrocer being all that was needed to 

put Walter away (Eric had a copy of his 

Statutory Declaration). 

On 21 February 1942, at 4 ‘o’ clock in the 

morning,  there was a rap on the front door and 

Walter was arrested. He came to say goodbye 

to us boys. 

Taken off in a plain sedan he was initially held 

out at Gaythorne where there was a small 

holding camp. Fan was allowed to take some 

belongs out to him and had the opportunity to 

see him at set visiting times. The camp was 

near the Gaythorne Railway Station. After 
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about six weeks the group was moved under 

armed guard by train to Tatura in Victoria. 

 

General view of the camp at Tatura and the 

recreation area (National Archives)  

 

Fan now had to think of her future with two 

boys. She pleaded with her mother-in-law for 

living expenses and she got 30sh a week. To 

supplement this she had to take in washing and 

ironing. 

The internment camp was a hot spot of Nazi 

sympathisers including some Australians. 

Walter’s letters home were censored with 

pieces cut out. Some letters look like lace 

tablecloths. 

Fan struggled during this time, later revealing 

that when she felt at her lowest, even 

contemplating taking her own life by jumping 

off Swan Road Bridge. For the sake of the 

boys she soldiered on taking on more domestic 

work to make ends meet. 

Walter on the other hand was being well 

looked after and on good rations. Every so 

often they were taken on a route march. He 

asked for his violin to be sent down and set up 

an orchestra. 

After 20 months Walter turned his attention to 

securing his release, writing his own testimony 

supplemented by supporting letters from 

family and friends bearing witness to his good 

character. His appeal was to be heard before a 

Tribunal in Melbourne and he was housed for 

several nights in Old Melbourne Gaol, where 

Ned Kelly was hung. 

The Tribunal found in his favour and ordered 

his release in early 1944. The family met him 

at the South Brisbane Interstate Station. 

With the war still on ‘Manpower’ largely 

dictated where labour was directed and placed 

him as a storeman and packer at RS Exton in 

Queen Street. He was good at the job and 

before long he was working on the front 

counter. This drew animosity from some of the 

other workers. 

At home money was still tight and there was a 

breakdown in relations between Fan and her 

mother-in-law. When Walter was transferred 

to the office at Exton’s there must have been a 

little more cash around as they managed to get 

the car back on the road with the assistance of 

either Taringa Motors or Roobottoms. Walter 

got Eric a start at Extons as a picture framer 

when he left school in 1944. In March 1945, 

aged 14, Eric started at Taringa Motors before 

commencing his apprenticeship with local 

Taringa builder BH Stevens in 1946. Unlike 

his father, in Eric’s chosen career he was 

guaranteed to get his hands dirty  

About 1949 Extons opened up new premises 

on Wickham Street in the Valley and Walter 

was transferred as second in charge of heavy 

hardware. 

It was in 1948 that the family decided to have 

another go at selling their real estate on the 

Gold Coast. This time with more success. The 

original shop was sold to ‘Pennys’ in 1948 and 
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in 1950 the Surfers paradise house and 

adjacent block for £2,000.  

The brick shop adjacent to the Boot and Shoe 

Emporium in Nerang Street was sold for 

£8,000 to C Perrin. Eric believed Walter had 

had too much to drink when closing the deal, 

within the year Perrin on-sold it for £16,000. 

Perrin had rented it out and it was re-named 

Carl’s Coffee Lounge. 

 

With some of the capital Walter purchased a 

block of flats in Cordelia Street, South 

Brisbane. It turned out that the rent books were 

rigged and combined with ‘Fair Rents’ 

regulations the expected income was roughly 

half what was originally expected.  

On the family front, towards the end of 1948 

Mina had a fall in the back yard and broke her 

hip. The whole family had been booked to go 

to Sydney but it was only Eric who ended up 

going. On this trip he saw his first Holden. 

Herman and Mina celebrated their Golden 

Wedding in 1949, Mina now largely confined 

to a wheelchair. She died on 21 August 1950 

aged 72. In April 1954 Walter’s father 

Hermann also passed away. He had suffered 

senile decay and aged 78 he died in Ward 16 at 

Brisbane General Hospital, a ward for the 

mentally ill. His room was barred up like a 

lion’s cage. A sad end for such a bloke. He 

was buried at Toowong Cemetery beside 

Mina. 

Meanwhile Walter had continued working his 

way up the ladder at Extons, by 1952 having 

his own office. He decided that year to resign 

and focus on managing the flats and give more 

time to the German Club. As a property 

investor he didn’t need to work. 

 

Post War Committee 

On 4 April 1952 the members had their first 

post-war meeting at the School of Arts 

building on Kangaroo Point. Fifty-two 

members attended with C Lukey elected as 

Chair. 

On 18 April there was a meeting of the newly 

formed Committee. Herr Gustav Kark was the 

President, Walter the Secretary and Herr 

Alexander Neander, Treasurer. The Committee 

approached the authorities for the return of the 

premises and by December that year the Club 

was back in the hands of the German 

community. 

They also got their License back but no one 

would sell them any beer. In the end they 

bought their supplies from the newly opened 

Grafton Brewery. 

The Club officially re-opened on 2 October 

1953, with Walter now elected to the role of 

President. There was just enough time to get 

organised for the Christmas festivities. Eric 

was invited to join as an Associate, the 

Constitution allowed one third of the members 
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to be English speaking (Eric doesn’t speak or 

read German).   

The following year a new obstacle presented, 

Government Regulations required that 

Registered Clubs have at least 500 Members. 

The Club went on a recruitment drive, 

swelling their numbers from the large pool of 

recently arrived migrants from the 

‘Fatherland’. 

One rainy afternoon at home in Manchester 

Terrace, Walter and Eric had a discussion on 

the feasibility of extending the Club premises. 

Eric sketched a plan for the extension 

including a large stage, able to hold an 

orchestra, stage plays etc, and new toilets 

Walter took the plan to the Committee and 

after Club and Council approval, construction 

commenced.  

The extension was completed and a Grand 

Opening Ball held on 27 May 1955. Eric 

attended with girlfriend Olive and met all the 

hierarchy. 

The orchestra now had a decent stage, tables 

and chairs could be cleared to the side, and the 

atmosphere took on more of a nightclub feel. 

 

 

 

Walter and Fan (above) and Eric and Olive 

dressed for a function at the Club 

 

Eric had met Olive in 1951, on a sort of blind 

date at the pictures in town, arranged by his 

cousin Dorothy. The previous year he had 

finished his apprenticeship and his brother 

Colin had also started with BH Stevens, now 

at Bellevue Street, St Lucia. The same year 

Eric became a Foreman Carpenter and was put 

in charge of building a small three bedroomed 

house in Glenwood Street, Chelmer. 
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In 1955 he commenced building his own 

house on a block in the same street. He worked 

on it at week-ends and in any spare time. By 

the end of 1956 the house was in an ‘almost 

liveable’ state and on 22 December Eric and 

Olive got married. 

 

The service was at St James Church of 

England at Kelvin Grove. 

They moved straight into the ‘almost finished’ 

house at Chelmer. 

Eric’s brother Colin had by this time finished 

his apprenticeship and Walter and Fan had 

decided to have a new home designed and 

built at Burleigh Heads, central and close to 

the beach 

Walter tendered his resignation as President of 

the Club and ‘retired to the coast’. Colin went 

with them. 

However, Walter wasn’t a beach lover, nor 

swimmer, fisherman or boatie. Fan was kept 

busy washing salt spray from the windows and 

doors. Life on the coast was boring for Walter  

so a return to Brisbane was on the cards. After 

two years they bought a house in Sterculia 

Street in Holland Park and moved back 

In the 1959 elections at the Club Walter 

decided to put his name forward for President 

again. The vote was a tie with incumbent W 

Potzeba. By gentleman’s agreement the toss of 

a coin solved the issue with Walter re-elected. 

The German Club now moved into a most 

successful period. There was a steady influx of 

immigrants from Germany and all over 

Europe. 

With the larger ballroom, dances were held 

each Saturday night, beer flowed, German 

sausages and sauerkraut was served and songs 

were sung. Skittle tournaments were held. The 

special interest groups, in addition to the choir 

and football, included a Dance Group, Indoor 

Tennis, Cricket, Judo and even a Fishing Club. 

On 3 September 1963 Fan’s father, Bill Hicks 

died leaving the Ashmore farm in the hands of 

Madge, Daisy and Fan, his three daughters, 

and one of his nephews. When it sold it 

realised £12,000, each of the girls receiving 

£3,000. 

Walter bought a new Valliant. 

 

Walter, as President of the Club scored an all-

expenses paid return trip to Germany on the 

inaugural Lufthansa Australia – Germany 

flight departing on 5 April 1965. The free trip 

extended to a large gathering of notables from 

clubs, Consuls etc. The trip was for ten days 

(or longer at your own expense). 

They landed at Frankfurt, catching a train on 

to Berlin. Walter visited the VW Works at 

Wolfsburg, the Berlin Wall and the 

Brandenburg Gate. He even went back to the 

restaurant which he and Paul ran. The war 

hadn’t altered it. 

By the 15
th
 he was ready to come home. He 

was not feeling well. In the 1966 Club 
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elections Walter stood down at the peak of 

popularity. 

 

He had battled skin cancer for some time with 

serious tumours removed. The choir visited 

him at home and sang his favourite songs. 

He was now sliding into ill health with internal 

cancer. He had a number of operations but in 

the end passed away at Princess Alexander 

Hospital on 8 May 1970, just short of his 69
th
 

birthday. The funeral was held at the 

Woolloongabba Lutheran Church and he was 

buried at Mt Gravatt Cemetery. 

Walter had just been interred when a medal 

and citation arrived for him from Germany. A 

reward for his services to the German 

Community. 

Eric and Colin never saw the medal, Fan 

returned it whence it came, perhaps feeling she 

had played second fiddle to Walter’s interest 

and his commitment to the Club for too long. 

Fan lived on for another 26 years at Holland 

Park. She had a severe stroke on Christmas 

Day 1993, moved into the Nimbin Nursing 

Home at New Farm and died there on 16 

February 1996. 
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                                            Odds From the Family Archive 
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Walter’s 1909 school report (locale to be confirmed) 
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Table Programme for the 1938 Anniversary Dinner, and below guest of honour Count von Luckner signs copies 

of his book during the celebrations (Walter talking to lady behind) 
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(Above) German Club post-war committee and (Below) official opening of the Club extension in 1955 

 

 


