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The St Lucia History Group was established in March 2002 when the St Lucia Community 

Association was re-formed after a number of years in hibernation. The group has been 

meeting ever since, for the first couple of years monthly, and more recently bi-monthly. This 

volume is part of the consolidated record of the topics discussed at these meetings, those 

immediately available in electronic format.  

 

The group decided early on not to adopt a constitution or any particular organisation structure 

so formal minutes of proceedings have not been kept. In their place are a set of summary 

Notes which are representative of the main points of discussion at our gatherings. The focus 

for the group is the history of St Lucia although on occasion the field of study slips over the 

line and includes adjoining communities when this is relevant. Whilst meetings often include 

some form of presentation by individual members or guests they are open discussion rather 

than formal lecture format. 

 

Members of the group have researched and prepared a number of Papers and Research Notes 

on a variety of topics and these are available on line or as print copies in the Toowong and 

Indooroopilly Branches of the BCC Library. Sometimes predating, sometimes postdating 

their issue, these meeting notes complement this research and include otherwise 

undocumented material. 

 

Thanks is extended to the various individuals who have contributed to the group’s research. 

 

Andrew Darbyshire 

Co-ordinator, St Lucia History Group 

 

February 2021 

 

PO Box 4343, St Lucia South, QLD 4067 

slhgcoordinator@gmail.com 

https://brisbanehistorywest.wordpress.com/ 

 

Cover – base image Google Earth Pro 
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St Lucia History Group meeting topics 
 

Meeting Topic Date Page Paper 

    

Volume Three    

Planning of Inala May 2017 5  

Brisbane’s early skating rinks Jul 2017 7  

Scouting and Guiding Mar 2018 13 17 Community organisations 

1914-18 War centenary 
Mar 2018 
May 2018 

13 
17 

 

Harry Angel radio ham Jul 2018 19  

Hugh Waring sugar industry Jul 2018 19  

War Service Homes Jul 2018 19  

Taringa Masonic Lodge Dec 2018 23  

Pre-war sport & recreation Mar 2019 24 17 Community organisations 

St Lucia Bowling Club Mar 2019 24 17 Community organisations 

St Lucia Farm School May 2019 29 19 Education in St Lucia 

North of England canals Sep 2019 35  

Heritage housing Dec 2019 39  

West Furniture and family Sep 2020 43 37 Karl and Gertrude Langer 

    

Volume One    

Capemba 
Aug 2009 
Aug 2011 

 36 Capemba – the first two residents 

Carmody family Apr 2007  
03 Farming sub-division 1852 to 1881 
14 Living in St Lucia Part 1 

Early aviation Apr 2011   

Games and Pastimes Sep 2005   

Greater Lang Farm Oct 2008  02 Lang Farm and Glenolive 

Guyatt family Mar 2007  35 St Lucia families – The Guyatts 

Jerdanefield Aug 2009  
11 Residential development after the 
1880s 

Long Pocket Oct 2009  21 Long Pocket 

McCaffrey family Apr 2007  
03 Farming sub-division 1852 to 1881 
Living in St Lucia Part 1 

Middenbury Jun 2011   

Pollard family Mar 2007  35 St Lucia families – The Guyatts 

Railway Toowong to 
Indooroopilly 

May 2007  
27 Southern & Western Railway – 
Brisbane Extension 

Show and tell Jun 2009   

St Lucia during wartime 
Oct 2005 
Oct 2010 

 
18 Living in St Lucia Part 2 
34 St Lucia at war 
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St Lucia Pre-School Feb 2010  
19 Education in St Lucia 
28 St Lucia Pre-School 1948 to 2000 

St Lucia Road Apr 2009  12 History of roads and street names 

TJ Rothwell Aug 2011  36 Capemba – the first two residents 

UQ – the move to St Lucia Apr 2010  19 Education in St Lucia 

Ygosse boatyard Dec 2009  15 Industrial and retail development 

    

Volume Two    

1914-18 War centenary 

Mar 2014 
May 2014 
Sep 2014 
Dec 2014 
Mar 2015 
Jul 2015 
Sep 2015 

  

BVN Architect’s archive Mar 2016   

Cunningham laboratory 
CSIRO 

Mar 2016   

Ironside School May 2014  19 Education in St Lucia 

Lingering Doubts Dec 2014   

Local artists Dec 2015   

Local government Mar 2012  06 Representing St Lucia 

Long Pocket Sep 2013  21 Long Pocket 

Portion 9 Jun 2012  23 Portion 9 Parish of Indooroopilly 

Robert Emmerson Curtis Mar 2015   

Sand gardening Jul 2015   

St Lucia Gazette Apr 2016   

The Avalon Sep 2016  17 Community organisations 

WA Back Sep 2014  
11 Residential development after the 
1880s 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 4 March 2017 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Marilyn England  Judy Grimshaw  Dotti Kemp   
Julia Bigge   Bruce Sinclair   Nanette Asher   
Margaret West  Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Elizabeth McPherson   
 
Next Meeting:  
1pm Saturday 6 May 2017 – Peter Brown will talk give an illustrated talk on the 
planning and development of Inala, a response to the post war housing shortage 
 
Scheduled meetings for 2017 – All Saturdays: 6 May, 1 July, 2 September and 2 December 
 
General/Odds 
 Copy of UQ Carving a History – a guide to the Great Court tabled. This is a 160 page 

illustrated guide to the carvings to be found in the cloisters, the external walls and within 

the Forgan Smith Building. The carving descriptions include details of the sculptor, date 

completed and location (includes a map) 

  
 Walter Taylor Ward History Flyer tabled – inputs of St Lucia, Kenmore, Taringa, 

Indooroopilly and Toowong groups incorporated into the double sided A4 local history 

flyer produced by the Ward Office. The flyer accompanies a ‘welcome to the area’ letter 

issued by Cr Julian Simmonds to ‘new arrivals’ (around 50 households per month) 

 
 SLHG finances – latest (January 2017) bank statement shows a healthy $10,630 

balance. Andrew D noted that this included the grant funding for the BHW Book ($6,039) 

which had now been expended on its design and printing. SLHG had acted as fund 

holders for the project which was completed on budget. Andrew D will prepare a 

reconciliation of funding/expenditure for grant acquittal purposes and issue to K&DHS, 

RI&SHG and O-CHG 

 

Brisbane Spreads West 

 The book had now been completed and was being distributed to the participating groups 

for local issue/sale. Funding allowed for the printing of 845 copies, each group receiving 

85 copies, the balance complementary copies for sponsoring Councillors, providers of 

images used in the book, and legal deposit (NLA, SLQ, Parliamentary Library). Andrew 

D would investigate potential sale through the SLQ Library Bookshop (for all groups) 

 
 Andrew D presented a slideshow of the images used in the book with commentary on 

the reasons for specific inclusion 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 6 May 2017 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Marilyn England Dotti Kemp  Bruce Sinclair 
Ian Sinclair  Nanette Asher  Peter Brown   
Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Elizabeth McPherson   
 
Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 1 July 2017. Progress report on the research of the early 
roller skating venues in Brisbane (and a bit wider) 
 
Scheduled meetings for 2017 – All Saturdays: 1 July, 2 September and 2 December 
 
General/Odds 
 Andrew D provided an update on the current financial status 

 Following discussion it was agreed that enquiries should be made in respect to public 

liability insurance for SLHG (previous cover lapsed following the decision not to 

undertake any outside events and low risk profile of activities) 

 
Brisbane Spreads West 

 Andrew D had arranged for SLQ Book Shop to sell the book (they take 40% 

commission). Each group to be given the opportunity to supply, SLHG to Invoice and 

reimburse that particular group 

 
The Planning of Inala 
 Peter B made a presentation of his research on the planning and development of the 

1950s ‘satellite’ suburb of Inala. He noted this was building partly on the work 

undertaken by members of the Richlands, Inala and Suburbs History Group 

 At the end of the 1939-45 War Brisbane’s housing stock was at a low point. Scarcity of 

resources during and after the war, together with the influx of immigrants, lead to a 

housing crisis. Many families had to be accommodated in temporary facilities including 

ex-army camps 

 In response the Government set up the Queensland Housing Commission, their brief to 

develop and build new houses in the fastest possible time. They cast their eye around for 

suitable land. Houses would be built for rent and/or sale under favourable terms 

 The area that would become Inala was primarily bushland and during the war was used 

by American Forces who set up Camp Darra, credited with being the largest ammunition 

dump in Australia   

 Immediately post war, returned serviceman ‘Hock’ Davies was also looking to build. He 

became the leading light in establishing the a housing co-operative to develop 

‘Serviceton’. The co-operative purchased land in what would eventually become part of 

Inala. They engaged Hennessy and Hennessy (who did the final UQ architectural 

concept plans) to develop a masterplan, arranged for sub-division of the first section, and 

commenced building. Whilst some homes were completed financial difficulties resulted in 

the eventual demise of the co-operative 

 QHC stepped in to purchase the balance of the Serviceton land and adjacent acreage, 

and developed their own masterplan for the extended landholding. Interestingly, whilst 
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making provision for retail/civic functions, there was no provision for education 

(considered beyond their brief). The necessary schools to service the many young 

families were built by the education department, all outside the boundaries of ‘Inala’ as 

the development became known 

 Whilst QHC arranged for the construction of traditional timber and brick houses they let 

significant contracts to supply and build large numbers of prefabricated and labour 

saving designs to make homes available at the earliest possible time. Systems included 

imported panelised timber, locally built segmental pre-cast concrete and insitu concrete 

walled houses. The latter by the Boss Brothers who relocated from South Australia to 

undertake the contract. They would subsequently privately develop both the Ritz Cinema 

and the Inala Sports Centre 

 The first QHC built homes were occupied in 1951 and the larger estates from 1953 when 

electric supply  infrastructure came on line. The system built houses would all in some 

way experience difficulties, ranging from the need to fumigate imported timber (houses 

temporarily evacuated) to providing additional ventilation in the concrete homes 

 Serviceton retailing initially consisted of a store housed in two ex-army sheds, later 

supplemented with a post office. QHC called for expressions of interest for the local 

shopping strips identified in the masterplan (designed to be within pram pushing distance 

of the new homes). Site works for the ‘Civic Centre’ commenced in the early late 1950s 

 By the end of 1956 Inala’s population was already 7,000 and would more than double in 

the next decade. The new residents set about establishing all the sporting, spiritual and 

social infrastructure typical of a new and growing community. Not without its share of 

social problems in the past, sixty years on, the suburb appears to be in the process of 

regeneration. It has the benefit of low density and extensive areas of parklands    

 

  

Above - 1944 and 1968 aerial photographs Below - new housing and Post Office 1950s 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 1 July 2017 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Marilyn England Dotti Kemp  Bruce Sinclair 
Ian Sinclair  Peter Brown  Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Nanette Asher  Margaret West Elizabeth McPherson 
Julian Simmons 
 
Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 2 September 2017 (TBC) 
 
Scheduled meetings for 2017 – Saturday 2 September and 2 December 
 
General/Odds 
 Andrew D provided an update on the current financial status 

 Public Liability Insurance – contact made with History Queensland re renewal of lapsed 

cover. Andrew D to follow up [subsequent note – cover reinstated from 25 August 2017] 

 
Brisbane Spreads West 

 Our stock substantially depleted, orders being filled with copies from other groups 

(Invoicing/reimbursement through SLHG) 

 
Brisbane’ Early Roller Skating Rinks 
 

 
Inala Sports Centre July 2015 (Andrew D) 

 
 Andrew D noted that today’s topic was incidental to the research undertaken on the Inala 

Sports Centre, this itself arising from a drive by of the now ‘abandoned’ building on the 

way to a Richlands, Inala & Suburb History Group meeting with Peter B 

 The ISC was developed and built in the late 1950s by the Boss brothers who constructed 

over 1,000 concrete houses at Inala under contract to the Queensland Housing 

Commission 

 The facilities included an indoor roller skating rink, two open air pools and a squash court 

together with amenities and a café. It had a manager’s flat on the upper floor and also 

had a small ‘convenience’ store, handy for the locals who had limited access to retail 

facilities as the new ‘satellite’ town developed pretty much from scratch 

 Whilst the Boss brothers built a lasting structure, operationally the centre struggled until 

the Galtos family took on the lease in the early 1960s. For the next 20 years Inala was at 
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the forefront of competitive roller skating and the development of the amateur sport. But 

where was all the action beforehand ? 

 ‘Modern’ roller skating (strap on, wheel at each corner) evolved during the 1860s with 

America and the UK leading skate manufacturers 

 Brisbane’s first purpose built rink (but early days) appears to be the Columbia built on the 

corner of Adelaide and Albert Street, the ‘Town Hall’ Reserve. A prospectus was issued 

in April 1888 and by June it was up and running. Its first ‘season’ was a success, the 

building being extended within weeks of opening, however by the end of its second, the 

company was in financial trouble. Several reasons were given, the requirement to 

continue rent payments to Council even when closed for the summer months, 

expenditure on incentives to attract patrons (competition with other rinks) and the 

decision to commit additional capital on building works beyond the original scope. The 

rink, however, survived under different operators until well into the 1890s 

 Interestingly a contemporary rink in Maryborough built by the Albert Rinking Co had a 

similar financially rocky history, perhaps compounded by successive early dividends paid 

to the shareholders. The ‘American craze’ was not restricted to Brisbane, with skating 

rinks opening throughout regional Queensland 

 ‘Rinking’ had wide appeal and unlike its cousin, cycling (safety model bicycles were 

introduced around this time), roller skating did not appear to present the same 

‘chaperoning’ challenges for concerned mothers of unmarried daughters. Sir Samuel 

Griffith’s teenage daughter Mary Eveline for example (Julia B’s grandmother) notes in 

her diary that she attended the Columbia and New Farm rinks. The rink operators were 

active and keen to promote the highest standard of behaviour 

 South Brisbane had the Glideway SR from about 1909, it was located on the corner of 

Melbourne and Cordelia Streets. Purpose built, the Glideway was an open air venue, 

common to many of the early rinks which operated during the cooler, dryer winter 

months. The season commenced generally in April and extended through to at least 

September. Edward Carroll (of  Birch Carroll & Coyle fame) was the principal local 

promoter 

 The Glideway features in a West’s Pictures Australia moving picture posted by the 

National Film & Sound Archive https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tlnU7ZQ2zU    

 There were at least two rinks on Brunswick Street, the Colosseum (c1914 to 1918) and 

at the Rivoli Picture Theatre (late 1920s/early 30s) – the Rivoli building has now been 

converted into an IGA supermarket 

 One of Brisbane’s best known skating venues was the Blue Moon, next to the Victoria 

Bridge on  South Bank. Originally a Council wharf, Mr Dobson, the proprietor of the Blue 

Moon Palais de Danse in Creek Street, engaged RM Wilson (same architect as SL 

Presbyterian Church) to convert the building into a new dance hall. Skating was 

introduced in the late 1930s and it became a popular venue during the war years 

 CH Flanagan took over the management of the rink c1942. He had originally cut his 

skating teeth at the Glideway, his original involvement being the organisation of foot 

racing (for prize money) and other sporting events. After the closure of the Glideway he 

had relocated to Rockhampton where he operated a rink (and others further north and 

out west). His children were expert skaters, George and Ethel winning the Australian 

pairs title in 1938, Ethel continuing in the sport and coaching at the Blue Moon and the 

Flanagan rink at Redcliffe (CHF also had a rink at Main Beach on the Gold Coast) 

 Research ongoing (watch out for website article in due course)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tlnU7ZQ2zU%20%20%20%20
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(Above) Description of the proposed rink from the May 1888 Builders and Contractors News (BHG 
Library), a sketch of the interior (Qld Figaro & Punch 7 July 1888 – BHG Library) and a 1912 view of 

the outside of the building (SLQ JOL), by this time being used for different purposes 
(Below) General layout of the Glideway Skating Rink (Surveyor’s Notebook, BCC Archives) and Miss 

Brunton Stephens in her trophy winning costume she wore for the ‘poster/fancy dress evening 
(sponsored by the Telegraph so she chose her outfit well) 
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(Above) Always popular evenings, this is a fancy dress carnival held at the Rivoli Rink, New Farm 
during 1928 (BCC Archives).  

(Below) CH Flanagan demonstrates his skills skating on stilts (June 1938 The Telegraph), the RM 
Wilson scheme for the new dance hall (entry at bridge level, dance floor on lower floor) originally 
included a swimming pool over the river, and the Blue Moon c1954 before demolition for the new 

bridge (BCC Archives) 
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St Lucia History Group (Joint meeting with Taringa History Group) 
Notes on Saturday 2 December 2017 Meeting 
 

 
 

Present: (clockwise)        
Jean McKinnon Nanette Asher  (Iain Sinclair - sofa) June Johnston 
Nesta Russell  Mark Louttit  Annette Sains  Barry Surman   
Dotti Kemp  Julia Bigge  Marilyn England Jill Clark  
Bruce Sinclair  Lloyd Lyndon  Marion Tomes  (Andrew Darbyshire)  
 
Apologies: 
Margaret West  Peter Brown  Elizabeth McPherson  
Eric & Olive Marggraf  Julian Simmons 
 
Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 3 March 2018  
Guest speaker Pat Dryden OAM – Guiding and Scouting in the Western Suburbs 
 
Scheduled meetings for 2018 (all 1pm Saturday uno): 5 May, 7 July, 1 September and 1 
December (2pm) 
 
General 
 The end of year afternoon tea was preceded by a series of slides and discussion on 

examples of the sites to be proposed for the ‘Mapping Brisbane Project’ 

 THG propose nominating the Taringa Shire Council offices (seat of local government), 

the adjacent School of Arts building, Taringa State School, the Flats 

playground/recreation area, Taringa ‘Village’, Mr Dopson’s forge and ‘Montrose’ Mr 

Marchant’s home on Swann Road 

 SLHG sites to be nominated include: 
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Robert Cribb’s Lang Farm which was established on the 
first freehold property in St Lucia 

 

 
William Dart’s mill at ‘Indooroopilly’ crushed 

and refined the area’s sugar cane 

 

 

 

 
St Lucia Estate one of the many residential sub-

divisions marketed in the mid 1880s 
 

 
The impressive ‘Glenolive’ built by 
Architect/Developer Richard Gailey  

  
 

Sketch of David Guyatt’s Post Office and Store, St 
Lucia’s first shop (and gossip corner) 

 

 
The local Progress Association which was 

formed in 1914 and instrumental in 
community initiatives 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 3 March 2018 Meeting 
 
Present:       
Pat Dryden   Suzanne Hanson  Peter Brown  
Nanette Asher   Bruce & Ian Sinclair  Dotti Kemp  
Marilyn England  Bev Walker   Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Elizabeth McPherson,  Julian Simmons and Janet Spillman 
 
Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 5 May 2018  
 
Scheduled meetings for 2018 (all 1pm Saturday uno): 7 July, 1 September and 1 December 
(2pm) 
 
General 
 Brisbane Mapping Project – SLHG suggested ‘sites’ forwarded to the mapping project 

team for consideration. Key points/relevance only noted at this stage, fuller text (200 

words) to be prepared in due course once confirmation received 

 ‘Slide’ shown summarising status of SLHG Finances – History Queensland membership 

and Public Liability Insurance both paid since the last meeting 

 Bev W presented a copy of her now published book I have done my duty to Andrew D. 

Bev’s book is based on the diary of her great uncle Sydney Penhaligon. Sidney was a 

stretcher bearer with 3rd Field Ambulance and was mortally wounded at Gallipoli on 13 

May 1915. Bev commented that she was initially a little frustrated at the length of time 

the project was taking, but thankful in the end as additional information presented itself 

during the research  

 

 
 

Quentin Bryce from a 1988 newspaper cutting, and cover of the 1920 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee 
souvenir 

(Libby Wager research material) 
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Research 
 Andrew D introduced Pat Dryden and Suzanne Hanson to the meeting. This time last 

year Brisbane historian Libby Wager passed a significant amount of her research 

material over to Pat with a request that she assess, sift and sort it and then donate it to 

the appropriate history groups in the area. Pat and Suzanne have been occupied on this 

task for the last 12 months. Today’s meeting was the opportunity for the St Lucia, 

Taringa, Toowong and Indooroopilly groups to receive the material specific to their 

areas. A similar handover to the Oxley-Chelmer, Centenary and Richlands Inala groups 

had occurred earlier in the week. Andrew D noted that the process had identified a 

number of unique items which would be offered to the SLQ JOL/Fryer Library who were 

best placed to conserve and safeguard them. The material distributed to date had been 

listed and the list circulated to the recipients (to inform and assist tracking/reference 

access) 

 
Scouting and Guiding 
 Pat D gave an illustrated talk, an introduction to the early history of scouting and guiding. 

She noted that today there would be reference only to the western suburbs, time 

precluding a more comprehensive presentation 

 The founder of the modern movement was Robert Baden-Powell (later Sir, then Baron). 

Born in 1857 and entering the military in the 1870s he served in Malta, India and more 

extensively in Africa. He rose to prominence as garrison commander during the 217 day 

siege of Mafeking 

 From the mid 1880s B-P authored a number of texts and manuals aimed at improving 

the skills of the regular soldier including Aids to Scouting. To his surprise he found that 

this had been adopted by teachers and youth organisations. Sidelined from active 

service, he was encouraged to update it. Scouting for Boys was published in 1908 and 

was immediately popular. It had sections on self-instruction in observation, tracking and 

bush skills as well as self-discipline and self-improvement. By the end of the year 60,000 

members were enrolled 

 Not to be outdone 500 girls turned up at a Crystal Palace scouting rally in 1909. B-P 

enlisted his sister Agnes to set up a separate Girl Guides organisation. It soon had over 

8,000 members 

 Guiding came to Queensland in 1910 when the League of Girl Guides was formed by a 

group of interested ladies at Rosalie. Recognised by the Council of Control of the Scout 

Association, but discouraged from wearing scout uniforms (they ignored the request), 

this group proved to be short lived 

 In 1915 a group of girls interested in becoming girl scouts visited their Sunday School 

teacher Miss Marjorie Grimes at her home Tarragindi and requested she be their scout 

mistress. In turn she enlisted scoutmaster Alan Cribb of Ipswich to visit and give the girls 

instruction in scout drill etc. Miss Grimes enquired of Scout Headquarters if other Girl 

Scouts existed but was discouraged, there was resistance to the girls ‘copying’ the boys 

 Until a central committee was formed little progress could be made with guiding. The war 

delayed this, however, Alan Cribb continued with the training. Tarragindi Guide Company 

was the first to be registered, Toowong the third (they met initially at St Thomas’ Church) 

 The Boy Scout Organisation formally came into being in Queensland in 1909, however, 

the movement began prior to this. Four men in their twenties formed patrols, Charles 

Smethurst Snow (St Mary’s Anglican Church, KP), Leonard Lovejoy (Methodist Club, 

Ashgrove), Lesleigh John Williams (Bowen Hills Congregational Church) and Septimus 
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Davis (St Thomas’, Toowong). Unlike in England were boys formed themselves into 

groups, in Australia scouting evolved through existing organisations for boys  

 Charles Snow was elected the first Chief Scoutmaster in 1909 (later Chief 

Commissioner) and was the major driving force in Queensland Scouting. The 

environmental centre at Victoria Point and the training centre at B-P Park, Sandford are 

named after him 

 Indooroopilly’s first scout group was formed in 1935, and interestingly a year later, an 

extra Sea Scout Patrol who carried out water activities on the beach at Chelmer (under 

the bridge). Toowong has a particularly strong association with scouting, part of folklore 

their achievement of climbing of the glasshouse mountains at night. To announce their 

success they set off a flare, only to start a bushfire. Taringa also has a strong scouting 

tradition, Bob Goode (Goode Bakeries) the long serving Scoutmaster. St Lucia had two 

scout patrols, 1st St Lucia (1946) and Ironside (1956) which merged in 1976. From 2007 

they became part of Taringa 

 Pat’s talk was followed by a wide ranging discussion on scouting and guiding issues 

including scout halls, recovery of scouting records after the floods, the gang shows (and 

Sir Harry Secombe) and scout and guide camps for children with disabilities. Pat’s book 

The great, great game is a comprehensive and ready reference resource 

 

 
 

 
Charles Snow and Lord Baden Powell, Frankston 

Jamboree, Victoria (Dec 1934 to Jan 1935) 
 

 
First Boy Scout Patrol, Indooroopilly 1935 

 
 

 
 

Miss Marjorie Grimes 
 

 
Taringa Rovers  

Illustrations above all from Pat’s talk 
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Centenary of the 1914-18 War 
 By March 1918 Australians had been fighting on the Western Front for 2 years. 

Effectively a stalemate, repeated offensives achieved no tangible advantage despite 

enormous loss of life on both sides 

 These losses had required a reorganisation of the Australian forces and by the end of 

1917 the Australian Corps had been formed under General William Birdwood (British 

Army) who would be replaced in May 1918 by Melbourne born General John Monash. 

Troop numbers were maintained at around 100,000, five times the commitment made at 

the start of the war 

 Australia and India both relied on volunteers, conscription introduced in Britain (1916), 

New Zealand (1916) and Canada (1917). USA entered the war in April 1917 and 

conscription was introduced a month later, however, deployment was relatively slow and 

it wouldn’t be until early summer of 1918 that US troops hit the ground in numbers 

(1,000,000 by May) 

 Of significance to the Western Front, as winter turned to spring in 1918, was the signing 

of the peace treaty between the Central Powers and the revolutionary government of 

Russia. In effective control since the end of 1917 the Russian Soviet commenced 

negotiations culminating in the signing of the treaty at Brest Litovsk on 3 March 1918. 

With little room to manoeuvre Russia relinquished Poland, Finland, Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania, and recognised an independent Ukraine. What had been an on again off again 

armistice now released thousands of experienced German troops for their Spring 

Offensive in the west 

 The combined Australian and Allied forces in the Middle East were engaged in a much 

more mobile form of warfare, mounted troops predominating (the capture of Beersheba 

in October 1917 sometimes referred to as the last great cavalry charge) 

 Following the evacuation of Gallipoli Australian forces had regrouped in Egypt, the main 

infantry force going to France, the light horse units remaining in the Middle East. Initially 

deployed to defend the Suez Canal (and other locations in Egypt) by the end of 1917 

they were on the offensive pushing north with British and 

New Zealand forces through Sinai and Gaza. By 

Christmas they had taken Jerusalem and by the end of 

February Jericho 

 Japan’s contribution to the allied war effort was mainly 

through her navy (one of her ships accompanied the initial 

AIF troop flotilla). Early in the war Japan seized a number 

of the German leased possessions in Asia and the Pacific 

including Tsingtao (first use of a seaplane carrier for aerial 

bombardment). The Imperial Japanese Navy operated in 

the Pacific, off South Africa and in the Mediterranean 

 At the commencement of the war the IJN fleet comprised 

mainly British designed and/or built warships, by the end 

Japan was building warships for her allies (Japan would 

be the first to commission an aircraft carrier in 1922) 

 On the home front the second referendum to introduce 

conscription had been voted down 45% to 55% 

 Close to home TJ Rothwell was prominent in raising 

Bonds for the war effort. (The Shire of) Taringa appears to 

have comfortably kept pace with community targets  
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 5 May 2018 Meeting 
 
Present:       
Peter Brown   Nanette Asher   Bruce & Ian Sinclair  
Dotti Kemp   Marilyn England  Sue Hanson 
Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Elizabeth McPherson,  Julian Simmons and Julia Bigge 
 
Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 7 July 2018  Take the floor for 10 minutes – come armed 
with a short talk, any local history topic  
 
Scheduled meetings for 2018 : 1 September (1pm) and 1 December (2pm) 
 
General 
 Andrew D noted that the material received from the Libby Wager research archive 

included  information on John Stevenson Watt (Alexander and Susan Watt’s son – 

Alexander was a sugar farmer and Receiving Office Keeper at the time of our first local 

postal service in 1874) and a newspaper cutting outlining Quentin Bryce’s early career. 

The article related to the sale of their house (the ‘Back’ house) on Hawken Drive in 1991 

and noted the median house price for the suburb at that time was $220,000. A 1999 

press cutting featured Rosamond Siemen raising her concerns about the 130% increase 

in land valuation over the last seven years 

 To enable appropriate conservation/storage/public access a number of the original items 

from the archive have been donated to the John Oxley Library. Of general local interest 

was the Cash Book/Accounts for the Brookfield, Pullen Vale and Moggill Farmer’s 

Association for the period 1915 to 1934. Many of the names of the subscribers and prize 

winners would be familiar   

 Further to her talk at the last meeting Pat D has advised that ‘In the light of all the years’, 

a 1992 history of scouting by Ralph Phones had been digitised by SLQ and was 

available on line. Andrew D noted that Peter B’s notes on local scouting (and guides) 

had been provided to the scouting heritage unit to assist with any update     

 
The Australians in France 1918 
 Marilyn E began her talk with the stark reminder that 46,000 Australian soldiers died on 

the Western Front, 8,709 at Gallipoli 

 From May 1918 the Australian forces were for the first time under the command of an 

Australian, General Sir John Monash who adopted new strategies on the battlefield. The 

son of a Jewish Prussian immigrant he grew up in Melbourne. An engineer in civilian life 

he joined the militia whilst still at university 

 Reinforced by troops released from the Eastern Front – Russia had signed a Peace 

Treaty with the Central Powers - the 1918 German Spring Offensive pushed the Allies 

frontline in the ‘Australian’ sector as far back as Amiens. The advance was halted at 

Villers Bretonneux at the end of March  

 On 23 April the Germans attacked again and took VB for 24 hours. The Australians 

counter-attacked with a surprise night-time pincer movement using Pompey Elliott’s 15th 

Brigade and Glasgow’s 13th Brigade. It was a bloody battle, mostly hand to hand fighting 

which the Australians won by sheer doggedness fuelled by anger at their previous 
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losses. It was all over by April 25, the anniversary of the disastrous Gallipoli landing. 

Villers Bretonneux was one of the decisive battles of 1918, it stopped the German 

advance and prevented the disruption of the road and rail link to Amiens 

 The counter attack started with the Battle of Hamel using the Monash battle plan. 

Following a check for gas the Australian troops advanced under the cover of a smoke 

screen which provided cover. Tanks preceded the infantry, a creeping barrage was 

maintained just ahead of the tanks and aeroplanes were used extensively to monitor the 

enemy troops. The battle was over in 90 minutes. The same strategy was used by the 

combined British/French/Canadian action at Amiens were the battle was over in two 

hours. These successes were a boost to the moral of the allies 

 Now on the front foot the Australians would continue the offensive with significant battles 

at Mont St Quentin (31 August), Peronne (1/2 September) and by mid-September, 

breaking through the Hindenburg Line. The last Australian action was at Montbrehain in 

early October. By this time battle weary they were relieved at the front. The Armistice 

came into effect on 11 November 1918 and the return of soldiers to Australia was 

substantially completed by the end of 1919  

 
 

‘Mephisto’ the German Tank ‘souvenired’ by Australian Troops after the second battle of Villers Bretonneux. 
From Monument Wood it travelled via Vaux, Dunkirk and London before arriving in Australian waters. Initially 
anticipated in Sydney it was unloaded in Brisbane in June 1919. Conserved it is now back at the Qld Museum 

following extended loan to the AWM  (Image Australian War Memorial) 

 

 
 

Another ‘souvenir’ The Army Air Museum at Oakey has part of the ‘Red Baron’s’ plane shot down in action in 
April 1918. Australian, British and Canadian troops all made a claim on the hit, members of the AFC provided the 
guard of honour at the initial on battle field burial of Manfred Albrecht Freiherr von Richthofen  (Image Andrew D 

2015) 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 7 July 2018 Meeting 
 
Present:       
Peter Brown   Nanette Asher   Bruce & Ian Sinclair  
Dotti Kemp   Marilyn England  Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Cr Julian Simmons and Julia Bigge 
 
Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 1 September 2018   
 
Final 2018 meeting 2pm 1 December, our annual joint meeting with Taringa 
 
10 Minute Talks – Harry Angel (Nanette Asher) 
 

 
 

(LHS) Harry Angel QSL Card and (RHS) an Award Certificate for the Harry Angel Sprint Competition  

 
 As a young girl growing up in the family home in Sisley Street Nannette recalls asking 

what the various bits of wire on the guttering had been used for. She learnt that they 

were from the early days of radio and that a prominent exponent lived in the same street. 

Henry, better known as Harry Angel was a lifelong amateur radio enthusiast or ‘ham’. 

Some references suggest this is short for ‘amateur’ others that it was a derivative of 

‘ham-fisted’, professional telegraph operators not so complimentary name for amateurs 

 Henry Benjamin (Harry) Angel was born in the greater London area in 1891 and arrived 

in Australia as a young sailor in 1912. Within two years he was back on a ship heading 

for Europe having enlisted in the AIF at the commencement of the 1914-18 War. He 

served in B Company Signals and then as a recruiting Sergeant in Queensland  

 After the war he settled in Brisbane getting married in 1919. He initially worked as a 

carrier and truck driver, furthering his ‘signals’ experience by attending classes and 

gaining his amateur radio license in 1935, his ‘call sign’ VK4HA. He lived in Sisley Street 

(at least) between 1927 and 1940 (PO Directories) and this was the likely location of the 

radio repair business he set up in ‘Toowong’ 

 Harry volunteered for service during the 1935-45 War and was based at Victoria 

Barracks working on radio repair and maintenance and also attached to the Naval Base 

at Kangaroo Point 

 With over 60 years as a radio ‘ham’ he collected an extensive collection of QSL cards, 

the written record of two-way radio communications between amateur radio stations 

(usually in the form of a postcard). His collection is held by the SLQ JOL 
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 Harry died at the age of 106 in 1998 and as a recognition of his contribution to amateur 

radio the Redcliffe and District Radio Club instigated the annual Harry Angel Sprint 

Contest for the 80m waveband, the duration 106 minutes, a reference to Harry’s age  

 
10 Minute Talks – Edward Hubert (Hugh) Waring (Dotti Kemp) 
 

 
 

Taringa Shire Council c1922. EH Waring third from right, back row (Courtesy Jill Clark) 

 
 Hugh Waring was born in Kilmanagh, County Kilkenny, Ireland in 1863. He arrived in 

Brisbane as a 16 year old and joined the Colonial Sugar Refining Company (possibly 

with or following in the footsteps of two of his older brothers) 

 CSR started the refining of sugar in Fiji in the early 1880s and Hugh spent many years 

there working in the mills 

 In 1886 he married Alicia Caroline King at Ba River in Fiji, where the first two of their six 

children were born. By 1901 Hugh was back in Australia as Manager of Macknade Mill at 

Ingham. CSR had a small acreage under cultivation but most of the cane was grown by 

adjoining owners/tenants 

 Whilst in Ingham Hugh was active in many of the local community organisations 

including the NQ Cricket Association, the Halifax Racing Club and the Herbert River 

Pastoral and Agricultural Show (President for a number of years) 

 Following his retirement he had planned to remain in the area, however, the prospective 

property purchase fell through and he moved to Wynnum, possibly to be near his son 

who was a fruit grower  

 He moved to St Lucia in 1916 living in Cordelia on St Lucia Road (Sir Fred Schonell 

Drive) and characteristically involved himself in local affairs. He was an elected member 

of the Taringa Shire Council, committee member of the Queensland Ambulance 

Transport Brigade and other patriotic movements, and patrolled the streets during the 

1918/19 Spanish Flu Epidemic. He maintained an interest in the sugar industry and on 

occasion he was asked to act in an advisory role 
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 His leisure pursuits included tennis (Milton) and golf. Following the death of his wife in 

1925 he decided to move closer to the Brisbane Golf Club at Yeerongpilly. By the 

following year he was playing A Grade and was Chairman of the Greens Committee 

donating the St Lucia Cup for annual competition. He was made a Life Member in 1933 

 Hugh passed away in 1941 with tributes from the sugar industry and the golfing fraternity 

 
War Service Home, Raglan Street (Andrew Darbyshire) 
 Andrew D outlined how the re-visiting of a National Archive file on a known War Services 

Home led to a few surprises (and an extended stay in the reading room) 

 The WSH Act of 1918 was a scheme to assist returned soldiers, nurses who had served 

with the military, widows and dependants of deceased or incapacitated soldiers to build a 

home. Applicants could borrow up to £700 towards the cost, the funds provided through 

the (relatively newly formed) Commonwealth Bank. Terms were over 25 years (timber 

homes) or 37 years (masonry) 

 Brisbane had a branch of the WSH Commission (Division from 1947) by June of that 

year and the stumps for the first home at Annerley ‘overlooking the St Lucia Reach’ were 

capped in August 1919. 646 approvals had been processed in Queensland by the end of 

the year 

 Applicants could avail themselves (at cost) of the WSHC architectural and supervisory 

services to design and build on their own land or land purchased by the WSHC. This 

structure, under different departmental names, would remain in place until the 1970s 

when the DVA took on many of the functions 

 Examination of the files on the first house revealed a second, opposite and a little further 

down the street. Each of the applicants initiated the process in 1954. Both already owned 

their land, the value of which was considered as part of their ‘equity’ component of the 

estimated overall cost (part of the loan approval process) 

 The files detail the application/design/approval/tendering and construction phases for 

each of the houses. One of the applicants, who was working at City Hall at the time, was 

fortunate to bump into a builder there on other business, his tender had been misplaced 

by WSHC. It was the lowest and the only one he could afford. Both applicants made 

compromises (floor space and specification) to bring the costs down 

 The second and bigger surprise was to discover the files for the WSHC ‘Indooroopilly 

Group 78’ group housing scheme for the development of a land parcel bounded by 

Raglan St, Indooroopilly Road, a newly created Carawa Street and the lower section of 

Swann Road. It included Camira Street with the houses backing onto what is today Lex 

Ord Park 

 28 lots were created as part of the re-sub-division with sizes between 24p and 30p (the 

land may have been acquired after the 1914-18 War as the Department of Home and 

Territories had a similar parcel for sale in 1924) 

 The concept was developed up using a number of what appear to be standard house 

designs adapted for the contours of the site. Thirty designs are included in the drawing 

set, their floor area reflecting the post war limitations arising from the shortages of 

materials. Common features were open plan living, separate bathrooms and laundry, 

and two or three bedrooms 

 The layouts were complemented by a set of standard detail drawings showing 

alternatives for windows and door types, standard sink unit (fitted kitchens a little way off) 

and two options for how you wanted your dunny to look (the files include an early 1950s 
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proposal for reticulated sewerage included an allocation of estimated overall cost 

contribution by each allotment) 

 
 

1949 Department of Works perspective sketch to illustrate the WSHC housing scheme (view hovering over 
Indooroopilly Road and looking East) – National Archives 

 

 
 
(Above) 1946 WSHC sub-division plan for the scheme.  
(Right) Plans for the two houses in Raglan Street built 
independently of the main scheme. The red pen marks are the  
changes required to bring it to budget. The applicant for the  
lower plan had already reduced his preferred floor area  
considerably (National Archives) 
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Joint Meeting St Lucia and Taringa History Groups  
Notes on Saturday 1 December 2018 Meeting 
 

Present:       
Mark Louttit  Debbie Terranova Eric Marggraf  Olive Marggraf 
  
Peter Brown  Nanette Asher  Bruce Sinclair  Dotti Kemp 
Nesta Russell  Jill Clark  June Johnston  Marilyn England 
Lloyd Lyndon  Jean McKinnon Ros Louder  Dave Louder  
  
Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Cr Julian Simmons and Julia Bigge 
 

Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 2 Mar 2019 – St Lucia Sport and Recreation  
 

Taringa Masonic Lodge 

 
Taringa Masonic Hall – minus roof after the 1973 storm (John Low -  courtesy Jill Clark) 

 

 Past Master Dave Louder and Archivist Ros Louder gave a presentation on the history of 

the Taringa Lodge which was consecrated in 1893, the first suburban lodge in Brisbane 

under the Scottish Constitution. In 1994 the Taringa building was sold and the Lodge 

relocated to The Taringa Masonic Centre, a new building on 17 Mile Rocks Road, 

Sinnamon Park 

 As a preliminary Dave S outlined the philosophy and core values of freemasonry and 

clarified terminology (Lodges, Masters etc) 

 Individual lodges are self-controlling under the umbrella of The United Grand Lodge of 

Queensland, an amalgamation over time of the Queensland North Australian (English), 

Scottish and Irish Grand Lodges 

 The first Worshipful Master was George Buchanan Lee-Bryce, who was the Station 

Master at Taringa. Other early Masters included WA Weedon (Clerk to Divisional Board 

and Shire Council) and JR Loney (Taringa State School’s first Headmaster). It has been 

a rarity for any Master to serve two consecutive years and few have served more than a 

single year 

 A more detailed history can be found in Tartan and Blue. A History of the first hundred 

years of Lodge Taringa No. 76 UGLQ, authored by Ralph Fones in 1994. 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 2 March 2019 Meeting 
 

Present:       
Peter Brown  Nanette Asher  Bruce Sinclair   
Marilyn England Julia Bigge  Margaret West    
Ross Humphreys Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Dotti Kemp and Joan Haig 
 

Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 4 May 2019 – St Lucia Farm School  
 

General 
 Andrew D advised that Cnr Julian Simmonds had offered to follow up on the SLHG 

proposal to name the parkland on the corner of Douglas Street and Sir Fred Schonell 

Drive ‘Lang Farm Park’ 

 
Pre-war Sport and Recreation in St Lucia 
 Andrew D noted that whilst there was information available on two St Lucia clubs 

engaged in team sports, Cricket and Association Football (soccer), it had not been 

possible (so far) to locate exactly where they played  

 Press reports on the exploits of the football team commence in 1921 and run 

continuously until  1929 and then intermittently until 1938. For the last two seasons they 

played at the Toowong Sports Ground and there is some suggestion that the two clubs 

eventually merged 

 The Anglo – Queensland Football Association was formed in the 1880s, the Queensland 

FA in 1920. St Lucia played for most of their time in the 2nd and 3rd grade of the Brisbane 

Junior FA competition and then from 1934 in the Brisbane & District Soccer Association. 

They appear to have been promoted to the first grade for at least a season in 1936 and 

provided players to the Brisbane Representative team  

 In advertising for players in 1925 they note they had the ‘best junior ground around 

Brisbane’. St Lucia played at home and away and their ground was used for other BJFA 

matches including cup games 

 A gunshot rang out at one such game, the third grade semi-final between Junction 

Rovers and Latrobes. A general melee broke out between rival supporters before the 

game and at its peak a revolver was fired. This calmed things down and by the time the 

police arrived from Toowong the game was in progress. There was no further incident 

until after the game when the Junction Rovers supporters  were pelted with stones as 

they passed the opposition supporters drinking at the Regatta. Both teams were fined 

and warned of suspension if the behaviour was repeated. Latrobes duly obliged at the 

final 3 weeks later, again played at St Lucia. The players and club were suspended from 

the competition 

 At the peak of the Depression in the early 1930s there is only infrequent mention of 

football in the press. The code appears to have been going through some readjustments 

at this time, however, it could equally be this was because of the effects of 

unemployment 

 In 1934 St Lucia FC were allocated ‘St Lucia Park’ (St Lucia Sports Ground) in the 

annual BCC allocation of council sports facilities. For the 1935 season there was ‘No 

Application’ for the Park 
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 The St Lucia Cricket Club was affiliated to the Queensland Cricket Association (now 

Queensland Cricket) which was formed in 1876 

 The club was active from 1921 to 1931 and appears to have fielded two men’s teams 

(adult and juvenile level – at least  for part of this period), and a women’s team which 

competed in the Queensland Ladies Cricket Association Senior Grade Competition in 

1931 

 A ‘social’ at Club Captain Mr Blissett’s home ‘Rusholme’ was attended by the local MLA 

Mr JF Maxwell, the President RJ Morgan, VP Councillor West, Sec J Draper and the 

Chairman of the Progress Association JB Chandler. The club’s finances were reported 

as being in good order, less satisfactory was having to play on private land without any 

guarantee of tenure 

 This situation seems to have persisted for the life of the club, the match reports referring 

to ‘Ironside’ and ‘Carmody’s Paddock’ as locations for the games. As with football other 

teams also played at St Lucia’s ground, QSA being the organising body. Wicket fees 

appear to have been payable to the home team as a number of clubs got into arrears 

 There was an active campaign from the early 1920s for the Taringa Shire Council to 

purchase an appropriate area of land for a sports field (no public parks in the suburb at 

this stage). ‘Lung Space’ in a letter to the Editor of the Daily Mail complained that ‘The 

various sporting bodies are in the position of pirates in regard to a ground to play on’. He 

goes on to describe how the cricket club had invested labour in preparing their grounds 

which could now be sold 

 The Progress Association was behind the push and eventually in 1925/26 (possibly as 

one of the last initiatives of the Taringa Shire) the newly formed Brisbane City Council 

entered into negotiations with members of the Carmody family to purchase 18 acres of 

land for a sports field (land bounded by Mill Road, St Lucia Road, Keith Street and the 

river) 

 The land was acquired by compulsory purchase (eventual settlement after 2 years 

£2,852 – original asking price £5,000+), however, despite requests and offers by the 

Progress Association to drain and level the land this work was not carried out until the 

early 1930s as part of the ‘Relief Works’ programme. The ‘St Lucia Sports Ground’ 

appears to have been available from 1934 (by which time the cricket club may have 

folded) 

 In 1937 ‘Cricketer’ wrote to the Editor of the Telegraph suggesting that the plans to 

upgrade the Brisbane Cricket Ground should be abandoned (why try and make a silk 

purse out of cow’s ear) in favour of a new ground at St Lucia – visitors could then see the 

best of Brisbane rather than the worst. He noted a bridge was inevitable following the 

decision to relocate the University (the UQ foundation stone laying ceremony was held in 

March 1937) – BCC SL Sports Ground ? 

 So where did the football and cricket teams play in the 1920s ? There are a number of 

options, the ‘Ironside’ reference suggests perhaps what would later become the St Lucia 

Playground Park (bounded by Baty/Carmody/Townley – flattish private land only 

acquired by BCC in the late 1940s). Ironside school can likely be discounted as its oval 

was not created until the same Relief Works programme as the SL Sports Ground works. 

Or was ‘Ironside’ a furphy and they played somewhere down along the St Lucia Road 

flats, or perhaps off Upland Road (St Lucia Farm school played rugby here – more next 

meeting) ? Perhaps it will remain a mystery 

 The playing of golf in the suburb presented no such geographical problems although it 

would be a little misleading to claim it for St Lucia (roughly 40% is north of Sandy Creek) 
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 The Indooroopilly Golf Club was founded in 1925, Mr Bernard Boultbee the leading light. 

At the time the William Dart built ‘Hillstone’ was up for sale and the club purchased this 

and twelve other parcels of land (124 acres all up) for the new course 

 The enthusiasts got to work and by mid 1926 the first nine holes were ready for play, the 

full eighteen by the end of the year. At this point there were more women than men 

members 

 Membership continued to grow and the club was forced to examine options for their 

future. A second but separate eighteen was opened in 1964 at Long Pocket on land 

leased from BCC, and in 1973 a freehold  land swap with BCC allowed IGC to build a 

second course and fully relocate to Long Pocket. The St Lucia Links have since that time 

been operated as a public course 

 Whilst the St Lucia Farm School had a rugby league team, the sport was included in 

discussion  primarily for the tabling of rugby memorabilia. This included items from 

Andrew D’s collection (Orrell Rugby Union and Wigan Rugby League programmes) but 

more relevantly a set of original team photographs tracing Keith Haig’s playing progress 

through schoolboy (including State Rep) up to Brisbane district level. His playing career 

peaked in 1948 playing for Souths, only to have it cut short by a broken jaw and one or 

two stern words from his father about his responsibilities (Keith and Joan married that 

year). The photographs and cups (incl sand gardening ones) together with covering 

notes are to be donated to the John Oxley Library  

 After one or two queries Andrew D explained the basic differences between Rugby and 

League and outlined how League evolved in the north of England in the 1890s. 

Essentially a class divide issue (working class players had little chance to progress to 

representative level – the Union would not allow ‘broken time’ payments) 22 clubs broke 

away and formed the Northern Union. Rule changes included the reduction to 13 players 

and quicker play of the ball at breakdowns 

 The Queensland Rugby League was formed in 1907 by a group of dual Union/League 

internationals 

 
St Lucia Bowling Club  
 Ross Humphreys, a Past President of the Bowling Club, was welcomed to the meeting 

 His talk was preceded by a series of ‘slides’ reflecting the various locations/layout 

options examined by the original proponents in conjunction with Brisbane City Council 

(BCC Archives) 

 The Club was founded in 1947, the first green completed and opened in 1949. Mayor 

Chandler officiated, Mr C Roden, President of the Queensland Bowling Association, 

rolled the first bowl  

 An ex-army hut served as a temporary clubhouse before a more permanent building was 

constructed. The clubhouse has been progressively extended and improved over the 

years 

 The second green was opened in 1953. Initially both greens were laid with couch grass, 

however, this was subsequently replaced by Tifton grass 

 Funding for these initiatives was raised by the issue of Debentures which proved an 

effective way to establish and improve facilities 

 In 1950 the Ladies Bowling Club was founded as a separate but integral part of the Club. 

It had its own constitution and committee. Men and women were each allocated the 

greens for two days a week with mixed and social bowling at the week-ends 
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 The two clubs coexisted until last year when they amalgamated. Ross noted that the 

Ladies Club had been particularly adept at fund raising 

 Over the years the club has been competitive in the District Pennant competitions (with 3 

to 5 teams), membership (men) peaking at 200 and now 140. The mean age of members 

is 76 

 Inter-club competition included the SCAD Shield (Sydney/Canberra/Armidale/Duntroon) 

held in rotation by the clubs – Ross noted that Duntroon was a ‘dry’ venue so their team 

sometimes got a little worse for wear at away games 

 The clubhouse bar has always been well patronised, mainly by beer drinkers, however, 

wine by the glass was introduced in 2013. There was a popular saying around the club 

that ‘any bowler home by 6pm would be bitten by his dog’ 

 2013 also saw the end of the tradition of the ‘Royal affirmation’ at official gatherings and 

functions 

 Whilst there was originally a dedicated greenkeeper, the upkeep and maintenance of the 

greens  is now managed by an external specialist firm  

 The membership catchment extends well beyond the suburb, the attraction being the 

quality of the greens (used for District Finals) and the social atmosphere. Ross noted 

that the financial affairs of the club have always been well managed  

 
 

(Above) March 1945 proposal – alternative layouts for the greens depending on the extent of the  
BCC lease area. This was one of several options tabled over the next couple of years, the process 

complicated by the  area required for the bridge approach embankment alongside Keith Street (BCC 
Archives).  
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 Keith Haig in action for Souths (Sept 1948 Sunday Mail) and as scrum half for the 1935 Queensland 
State Schools team against NSW – one of the photographs to be donated to the John Oxley library 
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St Lucia History Group  

Notes on Saturday 4 May 2019 Meeting 

 

Present:       

Peter Brown  Nanette Asher  Bruce Sinclair   

Marilyn England Robin Trotter  Janet Spillman   

Dotti Kemp  Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 

Julia Bigge and Joan Haig 

 

Next Meeting: 1.30pm Saturday 7 September 2019 – topic TBC  

 

St Lucia Farm School (1933 1938) 

 Andrew D outlined the area of the Farm School and general arrangement of the various 

buildings by reference to a frame taken from the 1936 aerial photograph of the suburb 

 The farm school was established as one of the state government’s responses to the 

1930s economic depression brought about by the world wide slump in trade  

 During the twenty-five years following the turn of the century Australia was still reliant on 

its major trading partner the UK (60% of trade) and when demand for Australian goods 

plummeted in the mid to late 1920s the ranks of the unemployed swelled   

 The following provide an indication of the levels of unemployment as a percentage of the 

Australian and (Queensland) workforce; 1929 14% (10%), 1932 27% (27%), 1934 22% 

(19.9%), 1936 16% (12.6%), 1938 10% (8%) 

 The rapid rise in unemployment coincided with the election of the first ‘conservative’ 

government in Queensland for 14 years. The Labor party had held office since 1915 

headed successively  by TJ Ryan, Ted Theodore, William Gilles and then William 

McCormack. They were elected on a platform of improving the lot of the working man 

and introduced a number of reforms. Perhaps the most far reaching was the abolition of 

the Queensland Legislative Chamber, arising from their refusal to approve legislation 

assented by the lower house (some sources suggest up to 200 Bills and Regulations 

returned) 

 By 1929 the Labor governments appear to have run out of steam and AE Moore became 

Premier when the Country and Progressive National Party (relatively short lived coalition) 

won the election. Timing is everything and their perceived limited sympathetic response 

to the rise in unemployment, they signed up to the ‘Premiers Plan’ (reduced spending, 

balanced budgets, wage cuts etc), resulted in a return to Labor government under 

Forgan Smith in 1932 

 Forgan Smith had a different view of how to address the issue, a ‘Keynesian’ approach. 

John Maynard Keynes, Fellow of King’s College Cambridge, was an economist generally 

at odds with his contemporaries, and particularly in respect as to how best to respond to 

an extended trough in the economic cycle. Amongst his ‘radical’ ideas was his conviction 

that the public sector needed to take the initiative in this situation  

 Forgan Smith worked through an amendment/enhancement to the ‘Premiers Plan’ and 

initiated a significant programme of capital works including the Story Bridge, Somerset 
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Dam and the site preparation and construction of the first buildings on University of 

Queensland site at St Lucia. Funding came from a number of sources, federal relief 

grants, increased taxation and State loans 

 The SL Farm School appears to have been the initiative of the Secretary (Minister) of 

Agriculture and Stock, Frank William Bulcock (Forgan Smith held this role in the previous 

Labor government) 

 FW Bulcock was born in Horsham Victoria, studied Veterinary Science in Sydney before 

moving to Western Queensland in 1914 were he became associated with the Australian 

Workers Union. He succeeded TJ Ryan as the State Member for Barcoo when Ryan 

decided to pursue a federal seat. [The blemish on FWB’s otherwise successful ten year 

Ministerial career was signing off on the release of the cane toad despite contrary 

advice] 

 In 1932 he convened a conference of interested parties to address the issue of 

unemployed youth and training. It was attended by representatives of Ag & Stock, the 

Department of Labour and Industry, Department of Public Instruction, representatives of 

the Churches, the New Settlers League (Canon Garland) and Legacy and Rotary Clubs. 

The attendees reflected on Queensland being a primary producing State, economic 

peaks and troughs, and the need to raise the consciousness of parents and boys of a life 

on the land. The outcome of the conference was the decision to establish the St Lucia 

Farm School 

 The sentiments expressed at the conference appear to have been heartfelt, with a 

number of statements picked up by the press including: 

‘No nation can afford to allow a generation to grow up in idleness’ 

‘So priceless is the right to work for an independent living and for personal liberty that it 

is worth every sacrifice we can make for the full time employment of the mind and 

muscle of our youth, Australia’s manhood of tomorrow’ 

‘The chance of a lifetime is only during the lifetime of the chance’ 

‘The gate of opportunity is wide open to the boy who passes through St Lucia’ 

 Canon Garland (Settlers League – amongst his other good causes) was an enthusiastic 

supporter of the idea and noted he had been trying for a number of years to encourage 

the Fairbridge Society to set up in Queensland 

 The driving force behind this society was Kingsley Fairbridge, the grandson of a British 

expat who was born in South Africa and had grown up in Rhodesia. He was sent to 

England in his late teens to complete his education. He was shocked to witness the living 

conditions of children in the poorer areas of London and with somewhat shattered 

visions of the home of the Empire, and true colonial zeal, he set about a plan to do 

something about this situation. Whilst at Oxford he developed his ideas and canvassed 

support to establish a society in England ‘for the furtherance of emigration from the ranks 

of young children of the orphan and waif class’  

 At fund raising gatherings he outlined his belief that ‘Imperial Unity, Great Britain and the 

Greater Britain are and must remain one’ and that ‘Britain should not continue to send 

out to the colonies its upper classes, which are needed in Britain. Rather its poor 

children. The best emigrant farmers have been the aristocracy of English Yeomen, such 
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as England can ill afford to lose. The colonies should take something England does not 

need... if both sides are to profit’ 

 His plan was to select children aged 8 to 10 ‘before they have acquired the vices of 

professional pauperism, and before their physique has become lowered by adverse 

conditions’ and give them 10 to 12 years thorough agricultural education at a School of 

Agriculture. Donations ensued and he pursued his ideals establishing the first farm 

school with his wife Ruby in Western Australia just prior to the First World War. With 

British and Australian Government financial support schools at other locations would 

follow, however, he died young (38) and some of his high ideals died with him [ Ex ABC 

Chairman David Hill’s book ‘The Forgotten Children’ is an account of his experience as a 

child migrant at one of the Fairbridge centres ]  

 Other contemporary ‘institutions’ in our immediate area at the time included St 

Christopher’s Lodge, Brookfield (1934 to late 1950s – today known as the Friary). It was 

established by the Anglican Church and taught the rudiments of farming, the boys aged 

between 6 and 14 years worked on the farm after school. The Industrial School for Boys, 

Indooroopilly (1922 – 1942) was operated by the Salvation Army, could accommodate up 

to 50 boys and appears to have been primarily a reformatory (no details of the ‘industry’ 

component to hand). The Riverview Training Farm also operated by the Salvation Army 

offered a 12 week course for local and ‘child migrants over 14 years of age’. In 1932 the 

government were sponsoring attendees at the rate of 10 shillings per boy per week. Over 

the previous 12 months 145 boys had completed the course. The School had started life 

as a boy’s reformatory in 1898 and had various names and functions until it was closed 

in 1966 

 The SL Farm School was set up along different lines, its target catchment school leavers 

and unemployed youth (initially) from the Brisbane area – more akin to a current day 

TAFE course 

 The University of Queensland offered the use of their land at St Lucia, approximately 170 

acres for a period of 5 years. It was noted as being well adapted for mixed farming and 

dairying (it had supported St Lucia farmers for several generations before compulsory 

purchase in the late 1920s). Four committees were set up to implement the scheme - 

Organising, Curriculum, Admissions and Employment. The course was six months in 

duration for boys aged between 14 and 21. No fees were charged and free board on site 

was offered for half the course duration (numbers limited by the size of the dormitory). 

The resident ‘Officer in Charge’ was to be seconded from the Queensland Agricultural 

College and High School at Gatton. Two  scholarships were offered per intake to the 

most successful students as a path to further education at Gatton and the new UQ 

Agricultural Faculty (established in the late 1920s) 

 Mr Frank O Bosworth was appointed as the first ‘Officer in Charge’. He had been at 

Gatton since 1924 when he joined as English Master. His friends at the Lockyer District 

Harmonic Society (he was conductor) were sorry to see him go but wished him well. He 

moved into the Principal’s Residence which was within hailing distance of the other farm 

school buildings 
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 Funding was approved in December 1932 and work commenced on preparing the site 

and constructing buildings (and likely adapting existing ones). They were set out along 

the original line of Carmody Road. The Farm School formally opened in February 1933 

 There were 85 applications for places and 50 selected for the first intake. Tuition took the 

form of a mix of lectures and practical training provided by staff from the Dept of Ag and 

Stock and Gatton College. Topics covered included animal husbandry, dairying, pig and 

poultry raising, agricultural vegetable and fruit growing, soil chemistry, botany, 

entomology and plant pathology. Bush craft, land clearing, timber handling and cutting 

was taught out at the University land at Moggill with visits arranged to tobacco farms at 

Beerburrum (cultivation, curing and leaf grading), the Roma Street produce markets and 

a local commercial pig farm 

 Boys took it in turn to be cook’s assistant and those in residence did their own washing 

and ironing. They got every third weekend off and allowed one late pass per week on the 

last ferry. Recreational facilities included a tennis court, library, wireless room and there 

was a weekly rugby or cricket game on the playing field (later developed as the village 

oval for UQ) 

 The scheme was not without its detractors. The parliamentary opposition in particular 

complained about expenditure (although once established it was to a large extent self-

supporting in consumables) – on the same front they also couldn’t understand why the 

Gatton College required so many staff to ‘operate the farm’. They would have preferred 

the money spent by sponsoring individual boys to work on existing farms (this was in part 

adopted by the Forgan Smith government as an additional measure)  

 The response from the farming community was good with a high demand for boys who 

had completed the SL Farm School course. Canon Garlands Settler’s League assisted 

with some of these placements and follow up of their progress 

 One of the enhancements to the farm was the construction of a new dormitory opened 

mid 1935. This added an extra 40 beds and lecture space on the lower floor. UQ would 

subsequently retain this building as an interim measure for (at least) surveying students 

– recollections of former member Maurice McLeary at one of our early meetings  

 By the end of 1937, with the government getting closer to securing funds to commence 

construction of the University, alternative locations were being considered for the SL 

Farm School. This included use of the 800 acres at Moggill, perhaps with a different age 

range of 18 to 25, however, a closer look suggested this could not be made self-

supporting 

 In mid 1938 the St Lucia Farm School was closed, the students were transferred to 

Gatton and the course extended to twelve months. Mr Kerr, who replaced Mr Boswell 

after 12 months (returned to Gatton), was transferred to Kingaroy 

 400 boys completed the course and went on to a career on the land over the five years 

the school operated   
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(LHS) Frank William Bulcock, Secretary (Minister) Agriculture and Stock QSA ID 1249499. 

(RHS) Frank O Bosworth, first Officer in Charge (UQ Gatton Past Students’ Association 

Museum ) 

 

 
(Above) 1936 Aerial Photograph showing general arrangement of Farm School Buildings 

(Below) Google Earth Pro image of same area in 2017 
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Students and staff verses Department of Ag and Stock (QSA) 

 

 

Forgan Smith opening day speech (Daily Telegraph 27 

Feb 1933 P2 – Trove) 

Tree felling, timber handling carried out at Moggill 

(SLQ JOL 189858) 

 
 

Learning to plough (SLQ JOL)  Tennis court with the new dormitory in the 

background (SLQ JOL 191860) 
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St Lucia History Group  

Notes on Saturday 7 September 2019 Meeting 

 

Present:       

Nanette Asher  Margaret West Marilyn England  

Dotti Kemp  Steven Craig-Smith Michael Darbyshire 

Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 

Julia Bigge, Joan Haig, Janet Spillman, Bruce Sinclair and Peter Brown 

 

Next Meeting: 2pm Saturday 7 December 2019 – annual joint meeting with Taringa 

History Group when we take a look at Heritage listed homes in the local area – Bring a 

plate of nibbles  

 

Tales from the towpath 

 Andrew D gave a presentation based on his recent trip to the UK, tracing the history of 

the 18th and early 19th century development of the canal system (primarily in the north of 

England). The building of this infrastructure would facilitate the Industrial Revolution, 

providing as it did for the easy movement of supplies and goods, and a more reliable and 

cheaper alternative to road transport 

 The 1707 Turnpike Act enabled the creation of Road Trusts. The trusts took on the 

responsibility to make and improve defined stretches of road, the work funded by levying 

tolls on users. By 1800 there were 800 such trusts across the country, however, whilst 

this initiative prompted  improvement, the system was no match for the emerging 
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demand to move not only manufactured goods but also the primary resources and raw 

materials required to produce them 

 With the dawn of the steam age the demand for one of these commodities, coal, would 

rise exponentially. Lancashire was well blessed with this natural resource so it is 

probably not surprising that the coal fields would be at the forefront of driving efficiencies 

in transporting it to wider markets 

 Various ‘Navigation’ schemes preceded canal ‘mania’. Similar to the road trusts, 

interested parties could by Act of Parliament secure the rights to charge tolls on existing 

waterways provided they undertook agreed improvements to make them navigable 

beyond their natural limits. This included dredging, realignment, and the introduction of 

weirs/locks to ensure a minimum depth of water 

 Early examples (Acts approved 1720s) include the Mersey and Irwell extending 

navigation eastward beyond Warrington to Manchester (general two way trade), the 

Weaver improving access to Northwich (coal in, salt out) and the Douglas via the River 

Ribble, primarily for the delivery of coal from the Wigan coal field to Liverpool, Preston 

and Lancaster, and for shipping to Ireland 

 One such scheme The Sankey Brook Navigation, approved by Parliament in 1755 and 

completed by 1757 was in fact the first canal of this era to be completed. The proposal 

was cleverly worded enabling a complete new ‘cut’ to be constructed generally along the 

line of, but separate to the existing waterway. Now known as The St Helens Canal it 

provided easy access for coal to various markets via the River Mersey  

 Canals, unlike navigations which had their own natural supply, relied on the availability of 

water. Unless they followed a consistent contour, changes in level had to be managed by 

locks, which connected the series of artificial ‘ponds’. Each time a lock was operated 

(see diagrams), water moved down and eventually out of the canal at the lowest point. A 

consistent supply of water was required and the canal engineers had to be creative in 

order to overcome the concerns of other users. These included farmers, industry and mill 

owners (using water power prior to steam). The solution was usually to provide their own 

impoundments at agreed locations 

 Strictly speaking the first ‘canal’ scheme  to get approval was the Duke of Bridgewater’s 

proposal to connect his mines at Worsley to Manchester (he had no problems with water, 

his deep mines required pumping to prevent flooding). Subsequent extensions would 

enable the inter-connection of Manchester with Liverpool via the Mersey, and across the 

Pennines to the east coast. The interconnectivity of the two cities was important and the 

first canal would be followed by the first railway, and in the 20th Century the first modern 

inter-city highway. Manchester needed a deep water port for the shipping of its 

manufactures 

 Multiple schemes would follow the Bridgewater, with investors falling over themselves to 

get a piece of the action. The engineers were kept busy designing tunnels, aqueducts 

and specialist lifts to overcome natural obstacles. The outcome by the early 1800s was a 

countrywide network of canals providing quick and affordable transport 

 Railways would subsequently take over aspects of this trade, however, the two co-

existed well into the 20th Century before the construction of motorways impacted on both 
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 Canals are now used almost exclusively for leisure, and provide an attractive green 

corridor for recreational purposes   
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Duke of Bridgewater’s temporary home at Weston Point 

where his canal joined the River Mersey (also used as a 

temporary billet for the canal workforce) 

Castlefields Basin, Manchester, the Bridgewater 

Canal’s eastern ‘terminus’. Originally wharves and 

warehouses it is now an inner city 

residential/entertainment hub  

  
Carr Mill Dam, St Helens. Enlarged from a simple mill 

pond to provide water for the Sankey Brook Navigation 

(St Helens Canal) 

The great wall of Todmorden, four million bricks 

were used to prevent the subsequent railway from 

sliding down into the Rochdale Canal (first trans-

Pennine canal) 

  
Standedge Tunnel on the Huddersfield Narrow Canal. 

The longest (5.2km) highest and deepest canal tunnel in 

the UK. No towpath, boats had to be ‘legged through  

The Anderton Boat Lift. Sail in, sail out hydraulic lift 

connecting the Weaver Navigation and the Trent & 

Mersey Canal. Restored and re-opened for traffic 

2002 

 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on the Llangollen Canal, North Wales. Tallest navigable aqueduct in the world. 305m span 

across the River Dee, 39m high and holds 1.5m litres of water. Constructed 1805  
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Joint St Lucia and Taringa History Group Meeting  

Notes on Saturday 7 December 2019 meeting 

 

Present:       

Nanette Asher  Margaret West Marilyn England    

Dotti Kemp  Nesta Russell  Bruce Sinclair 

Ian Sinclair  Michael Yeates Peter Brown 

Jackie Bently  Kevin Southern Cnr James Mackay (Part) 

Andrew Darbyshire 

 

Apologies: Julia Bigge, Joan Haig and Janet Spillman 
 

2020 Meetings: 1pm Saturday 7 March, 2 May, 4 July, 5 September and 5 December 

 

Heritage Housing 

 There were four ‘presentations’ (all different) and many contributions on the various 

aspects of the heritage listed homes in the Taringa/St Lucia/Toowong area 

 Andrew D noted the different levels of heritage protection, the (superseded) Register of 

the National Estate, the Queensland Heritage Register and the Brisbane City Council 

Heritage Register. All are available online 

 St Lucia has a mixture of all three (refer listing) a number of which had already featured 

in discussions at previous meetings. Andrew’s presentation focused on the careers and 

contemporary projects of the architects who designed, built and lived in two of these 

homes  

  

6 Austral Street 9 Carmody Road 

 6 Austral Street was designed by Toowong born Godfrey Aveling Blackburne 

(Blackburne & Gzell) and completed in 1936. Relatively modest by today’s standards the 

‘old English’ design was popular in the inter-war years. In contrast the home Vitally Gzell 

(born in India of Russian parents) built for himself in Toowong was much more 

‘modernist’, perhaps because it was a little later, perhaps because he was a little more 

‘adventurous’. Residential design appears to have been the early speciality of their 

practice (which lasted 20 years) and there are five other remaining examples of their 

work in the suburb. The Fryer Library also has examples of their commercial/community 

projects 

 Also completed around the same time, 9 Carmody Road was designed by Leo Drinan, 

the Brisbane Partner of Hennessey & Hennessey. A striking design, it was also 
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conveniently close to the firm’s major commission at the time, the construction of the 

new campus for the University of Queensland. It is understood Leo worked closely with 

Jack Hennessey on the overall design and he is also credited with the design of the 

various stone carvings, friezes and figures. Interestingly the decision was taken not to 

‘select’ batches of the Helidon stone to provide a uniform colour, a break with other 

contemporary use. H&H designed many other significant buildings in Queensland, 

particularly for the Catholic Church including the ill-fated Holy Name Cathedral. A little 

closer to home, H&H also designed St Ignatius Loyola Church, Toowong 

  
H&H Design drawing (Fryer Library) and completed carved frieze on the Great Court side of the main 

Forgan Smith Building central tower. ‘Carving a History’ (UQ guide to the Great Court) notes the 

designer/carver relationship was a ‘partnership’, modifications made during the cutting (stone is a 

natural material)   

 Andrew finished off with a couple of items from the 1948 Architecture & Building Year 

Book noting articles on the ‘Building Operations and Timber Building Materials Control 

Act of 1945’ (restriction on the size of new homes – particularly relevant to St Lucia with 

its high proportion of post war homes) and Qld Basic Wage Rates (Adult men £5/19/0 a 

week and females £3/4/6) 

 Dotti K’s presentation on the listed residences in Taringa (and the odd unlisted one) was 

approached from a different angle. It focused not only on the original owners but also on 

the families who had made the houses their home. In the allocated time Dotti managed 

to cover around half the list (more to follow at future meetings) 

 In addition Bruce S walked us through his ‘historic’ titles search for the Fulton Residence 

on Indooroopilly Road, noting the various owners of the land over time, and its 

progressive sub-division. Its citation notes ‘In the immediate post war period the western 

Brisbane suburbs of St Lucia, Taringa and Indooroopilly were the location of many 

experiments with modern domestic architecture and the Fulton Residence is part of this 

tradition’. It won the 1948 Queensland Royal Australian Institute of Architects award for 

meritorious architecture 

 Marilyn E’s presentation included photographs of each of the listed houses in Toowong 

(plus a couple from just beyond the boundary) and short extracts from their citation (it is 

a fairly long list). The settlement of Toowong, almost from the outset, differed from its 

western neighbours becoming a ‘gentleman’s’ suburb early on. Large elegant villas on 

acreage rather than the more typical farming/animal husbandry/orcharding a little further 

out. Many have been preserved, albeit with dwindling gardens   

 The decks were then cleared for afternoon tea and general discussion    
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List of BCC Heritage Listed Houses 

[ Also on/mentioned:  RNE – Register of the National Estate, Qld – State Heritage Register ] 

 

St Lucia 

 

Langer Residence, 396 Swann Road (RNE, Qld & BCC) 

 

Newell Residence, 125 The Esplanade (RNE) 

 

Vida & Jayne Laheys House, Wonga Wallen,  99 Sir Fred Schonell Drive (Qld & BCC) 

 

Blackburne Residence, 6 Austral Street 

 

Drinan Residence, 9 Carmody Road 

 

(Back House) Residence, 209-213 Hawken Drive 

 

(Forrest) Residence, 4 Jerdanfield Road 

 

Residence ‘Robrae’, 29 Ryans Road 

 

(Thompson) Residence, 93 Ryans Road 

 

 

Taringa 

 

42 Oxford Terrace 

 

Au-Argentum, 26 Darvall Street 

 

Edge Hills, 17 Darvall Street 

 

Ruislip, 178 Stanley Terrace – home of Edwin John Grigg 

 

20 Morrow Street – home of member Mark Louttit 

 

Laurel Bank, 29 Ellerslie Crescent 

 

Daheim, 69 Hillsdon Road – home of Johannes Christian Brunnich 

 

Pen-y-Bryn, 79 Hillsdon Road – home of Howard and Rose Simmonds 

 

Fulton Residence, 209 Indooroopilly Road (Qld & BCC) 

 

Rothley, 163 Swann Road 

 

 

 

Toowong 

 

Warrawee, 10 Dean Street (Qld & BCC) 

 

Mt St Mary’s Convent, 65 Grove Street (Qld & BCC) 

 

Middenbury, 600 Coronation Drive (Qld & BCC) 
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89 Sherwood Road 

 

124 Sherwood Road 

 

7 Herbert Street 

 

23 Herbert Street 

 

Rhos-y-Medre, 29 Burns Road 

 

1 Clouston Lane 

 

St Arvans, 3 Moggill Road 

 

Craigmount, 33 Curlew Street 

 

St Briavels, 20 Archer Street 

 

Endrim, 28 Woodstock Road 

 

Bowersholme, 4 Aston Street 

 

Kiarraba, 4 Holmes Street 
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St Lucia History Group  

Notes on Saturday 5 September 2020 Meeting 

 

Present:       

Nanette Asher  Margaret West Stephen Craig-Smith   

Dotti Kemp  Bruce Sinclair  Ian Sinclair   

Michael Yeates Robin Trotter  Janet Spillman 

Lloyd Jones  Andrew Darbyshire 

 

Apologies: Julia Bigge, Joan Haig and Peter Brown  

 

2020 Meetings: 1pm Saturday 7 March, 2 May, 4 July, 5 September and 5 December 

(2pm) 

 

  

1906 School photograph shortly after Mr Wagner  

became Head Teacher 

(Courtesy Megan Colbert) 

c1932 Mr Wagner and Assistant  

Teachers – daughter Elsie LHS 

(Courtesy Jan McMillan) 

 

General 

 Andrew D noted that the Ironside State School 150th book was nearing readiness for the 

printer. An October launch was envisaged, likely a low key affair due to Covid 

precautions. The P&C were sponsoring the book and are yet to confirm the final price 

(likely $15 to $20) and sales outlet 

 Phoebe Anderson and Tina Macht (Co-chairs P&C 150 sub-committee) had gleaned an 

amazing amount of information/stories/images from the school community (Facebook, 

perseverance/leg work) including early photographs from family collections 

 The book will be published on time, however, the other P&C planned initiatives such as 

the open day, Alumni orchestra performance, Ball, and public lecture series may have to 

be postponed or cancelled 

 Noted a further reprint of ‘An Introduction…’ had been ordered and delivered on the 

anticipation of the ISS 150th Open Day going ahead ! 
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West Family and Wests Furniture 

 Margaret W gave a combined talk covering both her family history and the background to 

the establishment by her parents, Laurie and Mary, of the now heritage listed West’s 

Furniture Showroom in the Valley 

 Mary’s parents Arthur and Louie (nee Whyte) Quine met whilst Arthur was stationed in a 

military camp in Scotland following the 1914-18 War. Louie was a ‘local’ who had served 

in the Land Army. Arthur, originally from England, had relocated to Brisbane as a young 

man following a bout of rheumatic fever. He joined up in the 2nd Light Horse, was 

wounded at Gallipoli and spent some time in London recuperating before transferring to 

the Black Watch. They married and decided on a life together in Queensland where 

Arthur became the Manager of the mine at Cement Mills (near Warwick) which supplied 

lime for cement manufacture. Tragically Arthur would die of an infection in 1933 leaving 

Louie to face the challenge of bringing up their children alone. She moved the family 

back to Brisbane and took on domestic work. Teenage Mary also went out to work and 

the two younger children completed their schooling. Mary was working at Mrs 

McGowan’s Fur Shop when she met Laurie  

 Laurie’s parents Frank Presnell and May (nee John) West met in Ballarat although 

Laurie was born in Brisbane as the couple moved between the two. Frank’s father Enoch 

was a shopkeeper, May’s family running a more substantial business, MB John Pty Ltd, 

Brass Founders 

 Frank’s life is worthy of a meeting topic in itself. As a teenager, influenced by his 

employer, he became involved with the church, initially as a lay preacher, then for ten 

years as a ‘missionary’ in remote and outback communities. This would take him  as far 

as Kalgoorlie in Western Australia, to a number of locations in regional Victoria, and 

eventually the Gold Coast hinterland and the Brisbane Valley (Esk and Kilcoy). May and 

Frank got engaged during this time, however, with limited income, and unable to obtain a 

better position he decided to leave the church and pursue what he perceived as better 

prospects in Queensland  

 His first step was to purchase a shop in Kilcoy (in partnership) to which the newly 

marrieds moved until this was sold at a good profit, when they relocated to Brisbane. 

Frank’s next significant venture was tailoring, he learnt the trade of suit cutting and May 

looked after the books for the business. They built a home in Durham Street and whilst 

there Laurie and his sister Coral where born. Frank was the local representative on the 

Taringa Shire Council before its amalgamation as part of the Greater Brisbane Scheme. 

During this period he also purchased a property in Wickham Street (Holy Name 

Cathedral end) which was tenanted. On doctor’s advice the couple moved back to 

Ballarat after Coral was born 

 Laurie was schooled in Ballarat and then enrolled in Scott’s Business College, heading 

towards a career in accounting. He spent time in Melbourne as a ‘cadet/trainee’ with the 

London Assurance Company 

 During their time back in Ballarat Frank had a vehicle dealership, bought a property in 

the main street and became an insurance agent. In the mid 1920s he received an offer 

for the Brisbane property, the Valley was an important retail area at the time, however, 

he decided to redevelop the site himself. A bank loan secured he engaged an architect 
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and had the new building constructed. Furniture retailer Crafti & Co took on the tenancy 

but ran into difficulties in the 1930s resulting in Frank and the family moving back up to 

Brisbane in 1936, part of the upper floor of the shop being converted to an apartment   

  
Quine family at Norman Park, circa 1940 Bob,  

Mary, Louie and Mona 

 

Frank, Coral, Laurie and May West circa 1945 
 

 Ever industrious, Frank established the Arctic Fur Company in Rowe’s Arcade and after 

Crafti vacated he took on the furniture business. Laurie completed his professional 

education and managed the accounts for his father’s business interests. Frank 

meanwhile had poached Mary from his competitor.  

 Laurie and Mary got engaged in 1941 and married in 1943 whilst he was serving in the 

Services Pay Corps, Mary employed as a stenographer with her sister at the Shell Oil 

Company. Both had a love of music and in their spare time had lessons with 

independent professionals (no music school at this stage), performing at many concerts 

during the war 

 Initially they lived with Mary’s mother at Holland Park then over the Wickham Street 

shop. Postwar they began to research options to build their own home and came across 

Subtropical Housing by Karl Langer, an Austrian architect who had escaped Vienna with 

his wife  just before the Anschluss. They had settled in Brisbane, so Mary took the 

initiative and phoned his wife Gertrude. Invited around to the Langer’s flat in Toowong, 

this was their introduction to the principles of the Modern Architectural Movement. They 

built a slightly modified version of one of Karl’s plans on land they purchased on the 

Corso (the builder took on the job as long as he didn’t have to deal with an ‘architect’). 

Five years later Frank and May would build in St Lucia, the house designed by Gordon 

Banfield who had previously worked for Karl Langer 

 After his war service Laurie became more involved with the furniture business, at the 

same time undertaking a part time architectural course at Brisbane Central Technical 

College. Both he and Mary researched contemporary furniture trends and design, and 

introduced these lines (often made up from imported parts) into the existing shop range. 

Whilst somewhat of a niche market they formulated a plan for a purpose built facility to 

showcase high quality modern furniture 

 An offer for the existing family business coincided with the availability of a suitable site at 

the other end of Wickham Street. They briefed and engaged their friend Karl Langer and 



SLHG Meeting Notes Volume Three 

 

Page 46 of 52 

he designed them a striking building, purpose built to display modern furniture. It had 

internal and rooftop display areas and workshops backing onto the lane at the rear of the 

property. Believed to have been commented on by passing royalty it featured sweeping 

high ceilings and skylights for natural lighting and ventilation. The large plate glass 

windows sloped down into a fish pond  

   

  
Wickham Street entry 1950s Opening advertising 

 

 Whilst on a visit to Sydney Laurie had the opportunity to meet Harry Seidler and was 

invited to the ‘controversial’ award winning house he built for his mother Rose. An 

ultramodern house furnished with pieces from leading furniture designers, this was 

Laurie’s introduction to the Knoll range. Impressed he co-opted his father to call on their 

offices on one of his trips to America (Coral had married an American who had been 

stationed in Brisbane) with a letter of introduction outlining the philosophy/concept of the 

business and new showroom. They were fortunate that Florence Knoll sighted the letter 

and Wests became the 18th member of the Knoll International family (being Australia 

usually listed first on their promotional material). This association came with the 

exclusive rights to manufacture and supply throughout Australia 

 For the next decade the business, in conjunction with local suppliers, developed the 

skills to manufacture quality modern furniture using a variety of materials including wire, 

tubular and mild steel, timber and fabric. This period was not without its problems and in 

particular import restrictions which combined with a change in Knoll ownership resulted 

in its closure 
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 Laurie reinvented himself, taking on an arts teaching role at St Peters, then as marketing 

manager of a local steel fabricator. He also took the opportunity to complete his tertiary 

education graduating in 1978 

 Margaret is working on a paper which will cover not only her family history in more detail 

but also the local contemporary art and music scene so enjoyed by her parents, and the 

furniture they stocked and sold including Laurie’s own designs 

 Further reading - link to Laurie’s 2004 presentation to slhg on Karl and Gertrude Langer 

https://brisbanehistorywest.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/37-karl-and-gertrude-langer.pdf   

 

https://brisbanehistorywest.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/37-karl-and-gertrude-langer.pdf
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Fairbridge Society 30 

Fairbridge, Kingsley and Ruby 30 

Farmers Assoc, Brookfield 17 

Farmers Assoc, Moggill 17 

Farmers Assoc, Pullen Vale 17 

Flanagan, CH 8 

Flanagan, Ethel 8 

Flanagan, George 8 

Forrest residence 41 

Freemasonry, core values 23 

Fryer Library 14, 39 

Fulton residence 40 

Gailey, Richard 12 

Gallipoli 13, 16, 44 

Gang shows 15 

Garland, Canon 30 

Gatton College 32 

Gilles, William 29 

Glasshouse Mountains 15 

Glenolive 12 

Glideway Roller Skating Rink 8 

Goode, Bob 15 

Great Court (UQ) 40 

Greater Brisbane Scheme 44 

Griffith, Mary Eveline 8 

Griffith, Sir Samuel 8 

Grimes, Miss Marjorie 14 

Guyatt’s Post Office & Store 12 

Gzell, Vitally 39 

Halifax Racing Club 20 

Hamel, Battle of 18 

Harry Angel Sprint Contest 20 

Helidon stone 40 

Hennessey & Hennessey 6, 39 

Herbert River Show 20 

Heritage housing 39 

Hill, David 31 

Hillstone 26 

Hindenburg Line 18 

Hock Davies 5 

Holy Name Cathedral 40 

Housing cooperative 5 

Housing crisis, post war 5 

Huddersfield Narrow Canal 38 

I Have Done my Duty 13 

Inala 5 

Inala Civic Centre 6 

Inala Sports Centre 7 

Indooroopilly Golf Club 26 

Indooroopilly Group 78 21 

Indooroopilly Road 21, 40 

Indooroopilly Scouts 15 

Indooroopilly Sea Scout Patrol 15 

Industrial Revolution 35 

Industrial School for Boys 31 

Insitu concrete houses 6 

Ironside Scouts 15 

Ironside State School 13 

Ironside State School 150
th

 43 

Ironside, sports ground 25 

Japanese Navy 16 

Junction Rovers (team) 24 

Kangaroo Point Naval Base 19 

Keith Street 25 

Kerr, Mr 32 

Keynes, Joh Maynard 29 

Kiarraba 42 

Kilcoy 44 

King, Alicia Caroline 20 

Kings College, Cambridge 29 

Knoll, Florence 46 

Ladies Bowling Club 26 

Lahey, Jayne 41 

Lahey, Vida 41 

Land Army 44 

Lang Farm 12 

Lang Farm Park proposal 24 

Langer residence 41 

Langer, Karl and Gertrude 45 

Latrobe (team) 24 

Laurel Bank 41 

League of Girl Guides 14 

Legacy 30 

Lex Ord Park 21 

Light Horse units 16 

Llangollen Canal 38 
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Local shopping strips 6 

Lock operation (canals) 37 

Lockyer District Harmonic Society 31 

London Assurance Co 44 

Loney, JR 23 

Long Pocket 26 

Lovejoy, Leonard 14 

Macknade Mill, Ingham 20 

Main Beach Roller Skating Rink 8 

Mapping Brisbane Project 11, 13 

Marchant, Mr 11 

Maxwell, JF MLA 25 

MB John Pty Ltd Brass Founders 44 

McCormack, William 29 

Melbourne/Cordelia Streets 8 

Mephisto 18 

Mersey & Irwell Navigation 36 

Middenbury 41 

Mill Road 25 

Modern Architectural Movement 45 

Moggill (farm school) 32 

Monash, General John 16, 17 

Mont St Quentin 18 

Montbrehain 18 

Montrose, Swann Road 11 

Moore, AE 29 

Morgan, AJ 25 

Mrs McGowan’s Fur Shop 44 

National Film & Sound Archive 8 

Navigation schemes 36 

New Farm Roller Skating Rink 8 

New Settlers League 30 

Newell residence 41 

NQ Cricket Association 20 

Orrell Rugby Union 26 

Penhaligan, Sydney 13 

Pennant competition 27 

Pen-y Bryn 41 

Peronne 18 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 38 

Precast concrete houses 6 

Prefabricated houses 6 

Premiers Plan 29 

Professional foot racing 8 

Qld Ambulance Transport Brigade 20 

Qld Football Association 24 

Qld Ladies Cricket Association 25 

Qld RAIA Awards 40 

Qld State Schools RL Team 27 

QSL cards (radio) 19 

Queensland Agricultural College 31 

Queensland Bowling Association 26 

Queensland Cricket Association 25 

Queensland Heritage Register 39 

Queensland Housing Commission 5, 7 

Queensland Legislative Chamber 29 

Queensland Museum 18 

Queensland Rugby League 26 

Radio hams 19 

Raglan Street 21 

Receiving Office Keeper 17 

Red Barron 18 

Redcliffe Roller Skating Rink 8 

Regatta Hotel 24 

Register of the National Estate 39 

Relief work (Depression) 25 

Reticulated sewerage 21 

Rhos-y-Medre 42 

Riverview Training Farm 31 

Rivoli Picture Theatre 8 

Robrae 41 

Rochdale Canal 38 

Roller skating 7 

Roma Street Markets 32 

Rosalie 14 

Rotary clubs 30 

Rothley 41 

Rothwell, TJ 16 

Rowe’s Arcade 45 

Royal affirmation 27 

Ruislip 41 

Rusholme 25 

Russian Soviet 16 

Ryan, TJ 29 

Sandy Creek 25 

Sankey Brook Navigation 36 

SCAD Shield 27 

School of Arts, Taringa 11 

Scottish Constitution (masonic) 23 

Scotts Business College 44 

Scout Association 14 

Scouting and guiding 14 

Scouting for Boys 14 

Secombe, Sir Harry 15 

Seidler, Harry 46 

Service Pay Corps 45 

Serviceton 5 

Shire of Taringa 16 
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Sisley Street 19 

Smith, Forgan 29 

Snow, Charles Smethurst 14 

Somerset dam 29 

Souths Rugby League 26 

Spanish Flu 20 

Spring Offensive 16, 17 

St Arvans 42 

St Briavels 42 

St Christopher’s Lodge 31 

St Helens Canal 36 

St Ignatius Loyola Church 40 

St Lucia Bowling Club 26 

St Lucia Cricket Club 25 

St Lucia Cup (golf) 21 

St Lucia Farm School 25, 29 

St Lucia Farm School dormitory 32 

St Lucia Links 26 

St Lucia Playground Park 25 

St Lucia Progress Association 12, 25 

St Lucia Reach 21 

St Lucia Road 20, 25 

St Lucia Sports Ground 24 

St Mary’s Convent 41 

St Peters Lutheran College 47 

Standedge Tunnel 38 

State Library Queensland 14 

Stephens, Miss Brunton 9 

Story Bridge 29 

Subtropical Housing 45 

Suez Canal 16 

Taringa Masonic Centre 23 

Taringa Masonic Lodge 23 

Taringa Rovers (scouts) 15 

Taringa Shire Council 20, 25, 44 

Taringa Shire Offices 11 

Taringa State School 11 

Tarragindi Guide Company 14 

The Flats, Taringa 11 

The Forgotten Children 31 

The Friary 31 

The Great Great Game 15 

Theodore, Ted 29 

Thompson residence 41 

Tifton grass (bowling) 26 

Timber Building Material Act 40 

Todmorden, Great Wall of 38 

Toowong Sports Ground 24 

Townley Street 25 

Treaty of Brest Litovsk 16 

Trent & Mersey canal 38 

Turnpike Act 35 

United Grand Lodge of Qld 23 

University of Queensland 25, 30, 40 

Upland Street 25 

UQ Great Court carvings 4 

UQ School of Agriculture 31 

USA troops 16 

Victoria Barracks 19 

Villers Bretonneux 17 

Wagner, Elsie 43 

Wagner, Mr 43 

War Loan 16 

War Service Homes Commission 21 

Waring, Edward Hubert (Hugh) 20 

Warrawee 41 

Watt family 17 

Weaver Navigation 38 

Weedon, WA 23 

West, Frank Presnell and May 44 

West, Laurie and Mary 44 

West’s Furniture Showroom 44 

Western Front 16,17 

Weston Point 38 

Wests Pictures Australia 8 

Wicket fees (cricket) 25 

Wickham Street 44 

Wigan Rugby League 26 

Williams, Lesleigh John 14 

Wilson, RM 8 

Wonga Wallen 41 



 


