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The St Lucia History Group was established in March 2002 when the St Lucia Community 

Association was re-formed after a number of years in hibernation. The group has been 

meeting ever since, for the first couple of years monthly, and more recently bi-monthly. This 

volume is part of the consolidated record of the topics discussed at these meetings, those 

immediately available in electronic format.  

 

The group decided early on not to adopt a constitution or any particular organisation structure 

so formal minutes of proceedings have not been kept. In their place are a set of summary 

Notes which are representative of the main points of discussion at our gatherings. The focus 

for the group is the history of St Lucia although on occasion the field of study slips over the 

line and includes adjoining communities when this is relevant. Whilst meetings often include 

some form of presentation by individual members or guests they are open discussion rather 

than formal lecture format. 

 

Members of the group have researched and prepared a number of Papers and Research Notes 

on a variety of topics and these are available on line or as print copies in the Toowong and 

Indooroopilly Branches of the BCC Library. Sometimes predating, sometimes postdating 

their issue, these meeting notes complement this research and include otherwise 

undocumented material. 

 

Thanks is extended to the various individuals who have contributed to the group’s research. 

 

Andrew Darbyshire 

Co-ordinator, St Lucia History Group 

 

February 2021 

 

PO Box 4343, St Lucia South, QLD 4067 

slhgcoordinator@gmail.com 

https://brisbanehistorywest.wordpress.com/ 

 

Cover – base image Google Earth Pro 
  



SLHG Meeting Notes Volume Two 2012 to 2016 

Page 2 of 54 
 

St Lucia History Group meeting topics 
 

Meeting Topic Date Page Paper 

    

Volume Two    

Local government Mar 2012 4 06 Representing St Lucia 

Portion 9 Jun 2012 9 23 Portion 9 Parish of Indooroopilly 

Guyatt Family May 2013 13  

Long Pocket Sep 2013 14 21 Long Pocket 

1914-18 War Mar 2014 16  

Ironside School May 2014 21 19 Education in St Lucia 

1914-18 War centenary 

May 2014 
Sep 2014 
Dec 2014 
Mar 2015 
Jul 2015 
Sep 2015 

21 
23 
27 
30 
34 
37 

 

WA Back Sep 2014 23 
11 Residential development after the 
1880s 

Lingering Doubts Dec 2014 27  

Robert Emmerson Curtis Mar 2015 30  

Sand gardening Jul 2015 34  

Local artists Dec 2015 39  

BVN Architect’s archive Mar 2016 42  

Cunningham laboratory 
CSIRO 

Mar 2016 42  

St Lucia Gazette Apr 2016 44  

The Avalon Sep 2016 46 17 Community organisations 

    

Volume One    

Capemba 
Aug 2009 
Aug 2010 

 36 Capemba – the first two residents 

Carmody family Apr 2007  
03 Farming sub-division 1852 to 1881 
14 Living in St Lucia Part 1 

Early aviation Apr 2011   

Games and Pastimes Sep 2005   

Greater Lang Farm Oct 2008  02 Lang Farm and Glenolive 

Guyatt family Mar 2007  35 St Lucia families – The Guyatts 

Jerdanefield Aug 2009  
11 Residential development after the 
1880s 

Long Pocket Oct 2009  21 Long Pocket 

McCaffrey family Apr 2007  
03 Farming sub-division 1852 to 1881 
Living in St Lucia Part 1 

Middenbury Jun 2011   
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Pollard family Mar 2007  35 St Lucia families – The Guyatts 

Railway Toowong to 
Indooroopilly 

May 2007  
27 Southern & Western Railway – 
Brisbane Extension 

Show and tell Jun 2009   

St Lucia during wartime 
Oct 2005 
Oct 2010 

 
18 Living in St Lucia Part 2 
34 St Lucia at war 

St Lucia Pre-School Feb 2010  
19 Education in St Lucia 
28 St Lucia Pre-School 1948 to 2000 

St Lucia Road Apr 2009  12 History of roads and street names 

TJ Rothwell Aug 2010  36 Capemba – the first two residents 

UQ – the move to St Lucia Apr 2010  19 Education in St Lucia 

Ygosse boatyard Dec 2009  15 Industrial and retail development 

    

Volume Three    

1914-18 War centenary 
Mar 2018 
May 2018 

  

Brisbane’s early skating rinks Jul 2017   

Harry Angel radio ham Jul 2018   

Heritage housing Dec 2019   

Hugh Waring sugar industry Jul 2018   

North of England canals Sep 2019   

Planning of Inala May 2017   

Pre-war sport Mar 2019  17 Community organisations 

Scouting and Guiding Mar 2018  17 Community organisations 

St Lucia Bowls Club Mar 2019  17 Community organisations 

St Lucia farm School May 2019  19 Education in St Lucia 

Taringa Masonic Lodge Dec 2018   

War Service Homes Jul 2018   

West Furniture and family Sep 2020  37 Karl and Gertrude Langer 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 3 March 2012 Meeting   
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher   Judy Grimshaw  Orielle Foelz 
Julia Bigge   Maurice McLeary  Marilyn England  
Peter Brown   Bruce Sinclair   Joan Claringbould 
Cr Julian Simmonds  Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Janet Spillman  Joan & Keith Haig  Dotti Kemp 
 
Next Meeting:  11am Sunday 3 June 2012 
    Peter Brown – Portion 9 
         
Local Authorities 
 
 Andrew D noted that he had been updating his Paper Representing St Lucia and whilst 

copies of meeting minutes/records for the early bodies were still proving elusive the NLA 
website of digitised newspapers and searching facility had provided a large amount of 
material to supplement the original research. Today’s talk would focus on the 
establishment of the local authority structure relative to St Lucia 

 At the time of the european founding of Brisbane in the early 1820s ‘representation’ was 
still a novel concept and with Moreton Bay being a penal settlement effectively non-
existent. The settlement was run on military lines under the autocratic control of a series 
of Army officers appointed by the Governor of New South Wales. Captain Logan was 
one of the early Commandants and responsible for the settlement during its rapid 
expansion to house recalcitrant offenders convicted of crimes in the Colony  

 1823 also saw the establishment of the Legislative Council in the Colony, the body 
formed to assist the Governor in making laws. Initially comprised of appointed 
government officials, this extended to members of the community and in 1843, as 
Moreton Bay was being opened up to free settlement, became a partly elected body 

 Included as part of the ‘Northern Districts’ of NSW we were represented by a separate 
member from 1851 and by two members from 1853 

 

 
 

Francis Edward Bigge, Rev JD Lang, Arthur Hodgson – three of our representatives in the NSW Legislative 
Council between 1851 and 1856    (Picture Queensland) 

 
 The Governor’s involvement in the everyday running of affairs (and curtailing of his 

powers) came with the introduction of ‘responsible government’ in 1855 with the 
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establishment of a bicameral Parliament, the Legislative Assembly supplementing the 
Council. The LA was an elected house (male voters over 21 with property qualifications), 
the LC remaining by appointment initially for a period of five years. The Government was 
formed based on the popular support of the Assembly or lower house as the 
constitutional arrangements followed in Britain 

 Things were not plain sailing, however, with regular clashes between the more 
conservative LC and the LA resulting in Bills being defeated causing instability and at 
times the fall of governments. This situation does not seem to have been resolved until 
1861 when the LC, at the end of its five years, was dissolved and reconstituted with 
members appointed for life. With the removal of some of its more extreme conservative 
elements the LC settled into a more characteristic role as the House of review 

 1859 saw the culmination of concerted efforts by interested parties for the Northern 
Districts to separate from NSW. Letters Patent to enact this separation were sealed on 6 
June 1859 (Queensland Day) and the new Colony of Queensland declared by Governor 
George Bowen on his arrival in Brisbane in December. Queensland had a population of 
around 25,000, was primarily focused on Brisbane (became a Municipality in May 1859) 
and Ipswich (Municipality March 1860), had little cash in hand but the promise of a bright 
future 

 Bowen with a small Executive Council prepared for and conducted elections in April/May 
1860 with 26 members being elected to the Legislative Assembly and 15 members 
nominated by the Governor to the Legislative Council. The Parliament got on with the 
priorities of the day primarily establishing the infrastructure for a rapidly expanding and 
geographically remote population 

 The commercial rivalry between Ipswich and Brisbane lingered, however, Brisbane 
established itself as the capital, Parliament and other major administrative functions 
being centred on the Municipality (Brisbane not proclaimed a city until 1903). By the mid 
1870s with the improvements to the river to accommodate navigation directly up to the 
wharves and extension of the railway into Roma Street this effectively cemented 
Brisbane’s position    

 

  
 

George Edmondstone, Robert Cribb and Samuel Griffith – all represented East Moreton (our electorate) in the 
Legislative Assembly between the years of 1860 and 1872 prior to re-distribution when St Lucia became part of 

the Oxley electorate 
(Picture Queensland and State Library of NSW) 

 
 Responsibility for local infrastructure was frequently an issue between the colonial 

government and the municipalities and as population increased and development 
occurred increasingly  outside their boundaries it became evident that there needed to 
be an extension of local government coverage. The 1878 Local Government Act and 
1879 Divisional Board Acts set the framework for this extension, 75 Divisional Boards 
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being established to construct and control public works (roads, wharves, wells, ferries 
etc), revenue to be raised primarily by the levying of rates on land and improvements 
(supplemented in the first 10 years by government endowment – initially by an equal 
amount to that raised). Board members to be elected by ratepayers selected on a 
minimum age and property qualification (women were not excluded by the Act, however, 
the initial use of the Colonial Parliament electoral role effectively did this) 

 

 
Indicative boundaries of the Toowong Divisional Board (No 17) proclaimed in January 1880 following advertising 

and receipt of comments. The boundaries of the three sub-divisions were proclaimed one week later – Sub-
division 3 the area centred on Toowong  would quickly separate and become the Shire of Toowong 

 
 The short lived Toowong Divisional Board was formed in February 1880, without the 

need for a poll, all 8 nominees declared elected by the returning officer (the ninth 
member William H Miskin was appointed by the Government to fill the vacant seat for 
Sub 3) and by the end of the month Chairman Richard Gailey was advertising for a Clerk 
and Valuer. The marriage of the relatively closely settled ‘gentrified’ area of Toowong 
and the farming districts was, however, (perhaps predictably) doomed from the offset 
and by June the Indooroopilly Divisional Board had been formed from Sub-divisions 1 
and 2 with Sub 3 floated off as the Shire of Toowong (a troubled and divided body in its 
early days) 

 With Gailey in the Chair for the first three years the Board quickly got on with the 
business of improving roads, building bridges and establishing ferries. Offices were 
established at Taringa 
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Gailey called tenders for the Indooroopilly Board’s offices in late 1880 (assume he designed them) and they were 
completed by 1883. This 1914 photograph shows their location on the Reserve bounded by Moggill Road and 

Morrow Street Taringa. The subsequent Taringa DB and Taringa Shire used the same offices 
(Dotti Kemp) 

 The works undertaken by the IDB supported the speculative land boom of the 1880s 
(Gailey and other developers such as William Alexander Wilson – he who named St 
Lucia - were on the unpaid Board over this period) although there was always friction 
with the farmer lobby who promoted thrift, keeping rates down and improvements in their 
own areas of the Division. The general rule appears to have been that rates collected in 
each sub-division were accounted for against funds spent in each sub-division. A Board 
of six members appears to have worked satisfactorily until 1885 when a deadlock was 
reached leading to the requirement to create an additional sub-division to the east of the 
electorate, reflecting that this area was more closely settled  

 Significant initiatives included construction of the bridge over Toowong Creek (Gailey 
Road), the bridge over the railway at Indooroopilly (Westminster Road) and establishing 
the Montague Road and Indooroopilly vehicular ferries. Ongoing issues were primarily 
associated with adjoining authorities such as Toowong’s refusal to contribute to the 
Toowong Creek bridge (not resolved until the early 1900s) and arguments with Purga DB 
regarding the funding and operation of the Moggill Ferry 

 Towards the end of the decade as 
the population expanded quickly in 
the St Lucia, Taringa and 
Indooroopilly areas the move was 
made to separate from the 
predominantly farming areas to the 
west and in October 1890 the 
Taringa Divisional Board was 
created. TDB consisted of three 
sub-divisions. Newman James 
Row Wilson was considered the 
‘father’ of the separation and at the 
opening meeting he offered the 
advice that at some stage this area 
would form part of Brisbane. This 
was not a popular move for the 
farming lobby, particularly as the new Board retained the services of the Clerk Alfred M 
Stephens and Engineer/Foreman William Weedon. William would go on to serve the 
Board and its successors for nearly 30 years 
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 The next couple of years saw the continuation of road building (including Gailey Road to 
Fiveways) and the installation of flood gates to Smyth(e) Creek to limit the regular 
flooding occurring on the Princess Bridge and St Lucia Estates. New works were strictly 
curtailed after the 1893 floods with expenditure focused on repair and rebuilding. The 
floods and the general downturn following presented the Board with financial problems 
arising from delay in payment of rates and the failure of the Queensland National Bank to 
which the Board had only recently switched its accounts (the government was quick to 
act to quarantine the bank’s assets and funds were eventually released). Mr Weedon, 
the Board’s only employee offered to forgo part of his salary and this was ‘reluctantly’ 
accepted.  

 The outgoing Chairman’s report in March 1893 noted that 8 out of 12 homesteads at 
Long Pocket had been swept away, damage to bridges over creeks and extensive flood 
damage to roads and culverts at St Lucia and Witton. The Board Chairman was 
appointed to preside over the Indooroopilly Ferry Board (local authorities and Railway 
Commissioners) to manage the operation of the ferry during the period required to 
rebuild the Albert Bridge. Provisions included the free carriage of railway passengers 
luggage and mail and half price for the coal drays 

 The Taringa Divisional Board oversaw the era of the heightened awareness of the 
importance of sanitation on public health and the creation of a number of joint boards to 
address issues beyond the capabilities of single authorities. It was during this period that 
the idea of a greater Brisbane was floated  

 TDB became a Shire Council in 1903 (same area) and part of the Brisbane City Council 
in 1925 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 3 June 2012 Meeting   
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher   Judy Grimshaw Marilyn England  
Peter Brown   Bruce Sinclair  Dotti Kemp  
Janet Spillman  Myra Shipstone Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Joan & Keith Haig  Wayne Cleary  
 
Next Meeting:  2pm Saturday 1 December 2012 – Bring a plate 
    Joint meeting with Taringa History Group 

 
2013 Meetings  16 March, 25 May, 21 September, 7 December 
         
General 
 
 The meeting was advised of the sad news of the passing of Ron Scott following an 

extended stay in the Wesley Hospital. The funeral is arranged for Friday 8 June 
 Andrew D noted that a copy of the St Lucia History Group research papers would be 

lodged with Indooroopilly Library in the next few days (copies in Toowong Library 
recently updated) 

 
Portion 9 Parish of Indooroopilly 
 
 Peter Brown’s recent research has been focused on Portion 9, the area roughly enclosed 

between modern day Ryans Road to Guyatt Park/Brisbane Street and Carmody Road to 
the Brisbane River 

 

 
 

Portion 9 as originally surveyed and sold at the Government land auction in late 1857 comprised  
approximately 40 acres. The land was purchased by William Rawlins who sub-divided it into three  

lots A, B and C to which today’s talk relate – sketches from title deeds 
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 Rawlins appears to have bought this portion as a speculative venture as he 
subsequently sub-divided the land into three, probably to make the lots an attractive 
proposition for small farmers. At the time ten acres was considered an appropriate size 
to suit a single family farm 

 Like many of the initial purchasers of the land in St Lucia Rawlins left the hard work of 
actually clearing and developing it to the settlers 

 William Werry purchased Sub A and established his farm growing potatoes, mushrooms 
and melons for sale in addition to his own family’s needs. With his wife Philippa William 
worked the farm until 1871 when at the age of 38, he died 

 With 9 children to feed Philippa soon re-married, in this case to the man on the spot. 
German immigrant Martin Depper had been lodging at the farm with his brother whilst 
working in the neighbourhood. Philippa would have a further six children with Martin 

 In the 1880s Martin resisted the push from developers to open up the area for residential 
development including the forming and making of St Lucia Road (George Carr long 
pocket farmer was another objector) 

 He perhaps saw the writing on the wall and in 1885 sold part of his land to William 
Alexander Wilson who was developing the St Lucia and Ironside Estates 

 Part of the deal may have been land on Ryan’s Road where Martin built ‘Rheingan’, the 
street adjacent becoming Depper Street in 1894. When Martin died Rheingan was 
purchased by his neighbour Henry Monteith 

 

 
 

Martin’s brother Frederick Depper c1908 outside Rheingan (Rheingan may refer to the Rheingau wine  
growing region of Germany, perhaps where Martin was born ?) – Picture Queensland SLQ 

 
 In 1888 Martin sold a further four acres of land south of and adjoining St Lucia Road to 

Charles Highfield who does not appear to have lived on or used the land. It is unclear 
what became of Charles but in 1921 the mortgagee sold the land to Albert E Marsh, a 
returned soldier from the 3rd Pioneers AIF 

 The balance of Depper’s land, around four and a half acres at the Carmody road end 
was offered for sale in 1922 as the Ferry Estate (Depper Street was extended to 
Brisbane Street at or about this time 

 Throughout the 1920s the Marsh family grew vegetables with customers allowed to pick 
their own and wash them off at the tap near the house before paying for them. Albert 
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won awards for his vegetables in the 1923 and subsequent St Lucia Shows and 
exhibited at the 1930 Church of England flower show 

 In the 1930s Albert switched to growing strawberries until eventually in the early 1950s 
the farm was split up into 19 lots and offered for sale. The sub-division included for an 
extension of Sisley Street through to Brisbane Street. Mr Marsh died in 1954 

 

 
 

Area covered by Marsh’s Farm 
1946 aerial photograph – BCC Archives 

 
 Sub-division B was purchased by Richard Meddleton in 1864, the land being on sold to 

Thomas Strong in 1878 and subsequently becoming  part of the Ironside Estate 
developed by William Alexander Wilson in the 1880s 

 Of note in this area is Mobolon, the residence of several notable people, including Lloyd 
Rees in his childhood years. Also of note in this area is the Woodhead family who lived 
on the corner of Sisley St and Raven St. Charles Woodhead was the managing director 
of Bryce Ltd, a pioneer transport company that his father had been with, for fifty years. 
The nearby Bryce Street was not named after this company, but after Robert Lee Bryce 
who lived in Hiron Street in the 1890s. Charles Woodhead married Mary Ann Rose 
(Rosie) Moore and the family had moved to Romany Rye in Sisley Street by 1933. The 
Woodheads were well known and active in the local community for many years before 
selling up in 1949 

 Sub-division C was purchased by George Smith and farmed (assumed as a tenant) by 
Jesse Smith). The first attempt to arrange locally for the education of the children of the 
district was made about the year 1864, when the wife of Jesse Smith acted as a teacher. 
She was not qualified and no provision was made for a school building; the children used 
to assemble at her house. Mrs Smith was not equal to the task and did not continue the 
work for more than a few months. In 1878 George Smith sold the whole 20 acres to 
Thomas Strong 

 Thomas was a successful sugar cane farmer (Oxley Creek) who married William Dart’s 
sister and subsequently moved to Sandgate. To finance his purchases he raised a £700 
mortgages against the properties in 1879 and built/occupied Rose Hill on the lower 
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portion of Ryans Road. Rose Hill was described as a large and substantial wooden 
house, with outhouses and beautiful flower garden. As with Depper and Carr he resisted 
the opening up of the area and in particular the formation of St Lucia Road (todays Sir 
Fred Schonell Drive) which provided an easily accessible link from Toowong to the end 
of the pocket. Not only did it dissect his farm it also passed through his back yard 
separating his house from his stables 

 In 1885 Thomas decided to purchase land at Sandgate and relocate, selling his holdings 
to WA Wilson and J Potts for them to market the Ironside Estate. With its proximity to 
Toowong this was probably the most successful of the residential developments from 
this era 

 One purchaser was Thomas Augustine Ryan, partner and auctioneer for Arthur Martin & 
Co who purchased four acres including Strong’s house which in due course he renamed 
Tomona 

 Thomas played an active role in, and was a respected member of the community. He 
was an elected member of the Indooroopilly Divisional Board and a member of the 
Toowong Bowls Club for many years. In recognition of his services the street in which he 
lived was named Ryan’s Road after him in 1893. He is credited with being the first 
person in Australia to propose what is now ANZAC day. Mrs Ryan was a member of the 
Toowong Branch of the Queensland Women’s Electoral Lobby 

 Tomona burnt down in February 1892, he rebuilt it, however, in 1897 he ran into financial 
difficulties and he was forced to move out into rented premises in Toowong. His land was 
subsequently sold as the Shire Estate/South Toowong Estate 

 Tomona was purchased by a Mr Turk, a car dealer, and then in 1926 by returned soldier 
Captain Francis Bolton who renamed the house Rathnascer. He lived there until 1961 
when it was finally demolished to make way for the block of apartments, 30 Ryans Rd 

  
  

 

 
 

View from West End looking over St Lucia. The two houses, both on Portion 9, are, on the left Mobolon  
(childhood home of artist Lloyd Rees) and on the right Tomona, the residence of TA Ryan 

State Library of Queensland 
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St Lucia History Group  

Notes on Saturday 25 May 2013 Meeting   

 

Present:        

Nanette Asher  Margaret West Laurie West  

Peter Brown  Marilyn England Dotti Kemp  

Bruce Sinclair  Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 

Rosamond Siemon Joan Haig  
 

Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 21 September 2013 
    

2013 Meetings: Final meeting 7 December 2013 
 

General 

 Noted that a printer had been purchased to enable the Research CD to be produced ‘in 

house’ 

David and Martha Guyatt & Leo Guyatt 

 Andrew D made a presentation on the Guyatt family including research undertaken by 

Joan Haig and Nanette Asher 

 The first part of the talk covered David and Martha Guyatt’s roots in the south of 

England, their arrival in Brisbane and settling in St Lucia 

 Guyatt’s Store was the first shop in St Lucia and for a number of years its post office 

 David was very active in the community representing the area on the Divisional Board 

which he chaired at least once and establishing the Methodist church 

 Information to hand on their children was presented including eldest son Allen (married 

Sofia Australia Baglini) and daughter Jessie who married relatively late in life (Alfred 

Thornton Pollard) 

 The second part of the talk focused on Leo Guyatt, Allen and Sofia’s son 

 Leo received elocution lessons early on and was encouraged (as were his sisters) to 

take part in public recitation  

 He became a student of drama teaching pioneer Barbara Sisley and joined a number of 

the prominent amateur dramatic societies in Brisbane 

 His first love was The Shakespeare Society and he took principal roles and/or directed 

many of their productions. Leo also formed his own company, with members of the 

family, and performed numerous concerts in support of fundraising initiatives of the 

Methodist Church (throughout SEQ) 

 These included performances for the locals at the ‘garden theatre’ in Macquarie Street 

(next to home) and at the Avalon 

 The talk followed Leo’s theatrical career including information on the history of the 

various theatres at which he performed. His ‘day job’ was with the Methodist Book Depot 

(subsequently Queensland BD and then QBD) 

 Full details of the talk are included in the Research Paper 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 21 September 2013 Meeting   
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Julia Bigge  Joan Haig  
Peter Brown  Bruce Sinclair  Dotti Kemp  
Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Joan Claringbould Marilyn England  
 
Next Meeting: 2pm Saturday 7 December 2013 – Bring a plate 
   Joint meeting with Taringa History Group 
   Talk ‘Clement Wragge, builder of Capemba, Swann Road’ 
 
2014 Meetings Dates tbc 
         
General 
 Advice received from Cnr Julian Simmonds that slhg suggestions for un-named parks 

and the addition of historic references to existing park signage are being considered 

 Andrew D noted his target to make available the slhg research papers and booklet in 

electronic format (CD) by christmas (2013) 

 

Behind the Fence Presentation 
 Peter B gave a presentation on his research of the government use of the sites occupied 

by Sugar Research Australia, Indooroopilly Science Centre and CSIRO at Long Pocket 

 The work undertaken at ISC was transferred to the new Ecosciences Centre at Dutton 

Park 18 months ago with the site now been taken over by the University of Queensland 

under a long term lease. The CSIRO site was sold some time ago to a residential 

developer  

 Peter gave an overview of the early European development of the pocket noting that the 

areas under discussion today were largely untouched by farming due primarily to the 

fairly rugged terrain 

 An interesting snippet about LP has come to light - James Nash, discoverer of gold at 

Gympie, bought a horse from local farmer Mr Redhead out of the proceeds from the sale 

of the first gold he brought back to Brisbane  

 Prior to its use for research, part of the land was used and/or earmarked for other 

government purposes. At the outbreak of WW2 it was occupied by the military and 

following the war, it was the chosen location for a proposed neuro-psychiatric hospital.  

 Local objections supported by BCC scuppered the plan to locate the proposed 200 bed 

facility which had been identified in the 1951 Mental Health Review, however, the area of 

the military camp had already been resumed in 1946 

 The balance of the land forming Long Pocket was resumed in 1947 under the plan to 

create an aquatic themed park for Brisbane  

 During the war the LHQ Signals Camp comprising the 24th Line of Communications 

Military Signals Unit, the Australian Army Heavy Wireless Unit and the Field Security 

Reinforcement Depot occupied part of what would become the research sites. Female  

(AWAS) accommodation was located on nearby land  which would later become St 

Peter’s College 
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 Whilst the proposed theme park never proceeded (a double blow to the farmers whose 

land was resumed,) in the 1960s a Reserve was created stretching along the extended 

Meiers Road from Handle Street south to the (no name) creek. This included provision 

for the Qld Department of Agriculture and Forestry, CSIRO and the Colonial Sugar 

Refining Company 

 State Government commenced development of their research facilities c1967, CSIRO 

two years later 

 The CSR Plant Research Centre was built c1961  

 Peter outlined details of the research facilities he has been able to discover (refer to his 

updated Long Pocket Paper), however, it is somewhat disappointing to note that to date 

only one ‘history’ of part of the establishment (Standards Branch building) appears to 

have been documented  

 

 
General Arrangement of the World War 2 Signals Camp 

(National Archives) 
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St Lucia History Group  

Notes on Saturday 15 March 2014 Meeting   

 

Present:        

Nanette Asher  Joan Haig  Keith Haig (part)   

Peter Brown  Marilyn England Dotti Kemp  

Bruce Sinclair  Myra Shipstone Julia Bigge 

Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 

Janet Spillman Judith Grimshaw  
 

Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 24 May 2014 
    

2014 Meetings: 20 September and 6 December 
 

Sugar Mills 

 Janet S had recently shared an image of an 1869 watercolour landscape, a view from 

Francis Lookout, Corinda to Mount Coot-tha looking over fields of cane, lucerne etc 

including the sugar mill on the Sherwood Reach (discovered in England and provided to 

Janet in relation to her research on Mount Coot-tha) 

 Andrew D had recently visited Noel Hall and noticed he has a sugar cane theme 

painting. Signed Booth ’75 it could be interpreted as an impression of William Dart’s jetty 

on Mill Road, the river and Mount Coot-tha in appropriate locations. The punt, derrick, 

horse transport etc would have been typical of the 1870s when Dart’s Mill operated 

 

Courtesy Noel Hall 

Hawken Village Shopping strip 

 Andrew D noted that the works were progressing on the upgrade (paving, planting, 

seating etc) and that BCC are proposing an ‘opening’ in early August. SLHG had been 

approached to ‘man’ a display booth as part of the festivities. Date and details all to be 

confirmed 
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 Peter B has been liaising with BCC, providing potential images for the two history signs 

to be incorporated. One is likely to feature Bob Browning who we understand was 

described in some circles as ‘The Christian business man’ 

 Plans of the development containing Bob Browning’s first permanent shop have been 

sourced from the Fryer Library (Wilson Architects files) - image projected on the day. In 

discussion it was suggested that there were also shops underneath although the original 

plans do not appear to indicate these 

 The brick built shops, on the northern side of Hawken Drive, were demolished as part of 

the Coles (now IGA) redevelopment. Bobs original shop was in the temporary building 

just east of this, subsequently a service station and now mixed food/office uses.  

 

First World War 

  

 Noted that this year was the centenary anniversary of the commencement of the war 

 Andrew D noted that Dr Ernest Sandford Jackson, resident of Glenolive served with the  

1st Australian General Hospital, leaving on the converted hospital ship the Kyarra in 1915 

 There was a general discussion on nurses serving overseas in the First World War. The 

nurses that accompanied Major Jackson would have been unmarried such as Winifred 

Payne (Julia B Miegunyah research). New Zealand allowed married women to serve 

overseas 

 Julia B tabled a photograph of the Honour Board for members of the Australian Army 

Nursing Service located in Anzac House, Brisbane 

 Dotti K noted her uncle Jim had served as a nurse in the war 

 Andrew D noted he had enquired, however, Ironside School do not have an honour 

board or similar (follow up to see what other records they may have) 

 Joan H brought to the meeting a 1914 penny, a number of embroidered post cards from 

France posted by her Uncle Jack to his family in Brisbane and two editions of the British 

publication ‘Fragments of France’ a selection of cartoons by Captain Bruce Bairnsfather. 

A lighter look at life at the front (refer photographs) 

 Nanette A noted she was researching her grandfather who trained at a camp in Wiltshire, 

England before being transferred to the front in France. He served as a machine gunner 

and she was tracking where his unit saw action 

 

Odds 

 

 2014 is also the centenary of the formation of the Ironside and St Lucia Progress 

Association. The locals had their first meeting in January 1914 and campaigned 

vigorously for improvements to the roads, provision of a ferry, parks, and  reticulated 

utilities (particularly water to the school). In October they commended Dr Jackson for 

his decision to go to the front. Two guineas were donated to the Patriotic Fund  
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Carte Postale from Joan Haig’s uncle stationed in France 
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Keeping his hand in – Private Smith, the company 

bomber, formally ‘Shinnio’ the popular juggler causes 

considerable anxiety to his platoon 

 

 

Thoroughness – What time shall I call you in the 

morning Sir ? Colonel Chutney VC home on leave 

decides to keep in touch with dug out life 

 
 

Editor ……When Tommy went out to the great war, he went smiling and singing the latest 

ditty of the halls. The enemy scowled. ‘War, said his professors of kultur and his hymnsters 

of hate, could never be waged in the Tipperary spirit, and the nation that sent to the front 

soldiers who sang and laughed must be the very decadent England they had all along 
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denounced as unworthy of world-power…….I fear the enemy will be even more infuriated 

when he turns over the pages of this book. In it the spirit of the British citizen soldier, who, 

hating war as he hated hell, flocked to the colours to have his whack at the apostles of blood 

and iron, is translated to cold and permanent print. Here is the great war reduced to grim and 

gruesome absurdity. It is not fun poked by a mere looker-on, it is the fun felt in the war by 

one who has been through it…….Captain Bruce Bairnsfather has stayed at that “ farm “ 

which is portrayed in the double page of the book, he has endured that shell—swept “ ‘oie “ 

that is depicted on the cover, he has watched the disappearance of that blinkin parapet 

shown on one page, has had his hair cut under fire as shown on another. And having been 

through it all, he has just put down what he has seen and heard and felt and smelt and —

laughed at……went to the front in no mood of a chiel takin’ notes.” It was true notes that took 

him. Before the war, sometime a regular soldier, sometime an engineer, he had little other 

idea than to sketch for mischief, on walls and shirt cuffs, and tablecloths. Without the war he 

might never have put pencil to paper for publication. But the war insisted. 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 24 May 2014 Meeting   
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Peter Brown  Marilyn England   
Bruce Sinclair  Myra Shipstone Julia Bigge 
Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Dotti Kemp  Michael Yeates Judy Grimshaw 
 

Next Meeting: 1pm Saturday 20 September 2014 
    

This year’s final meeting will be on 6th December, a joint session with Taringa History Group 
 

Previous Notes 
 Correction - Hospital Ship Kyarra/nursing, Dotti K’s great uncle Jim was a soldier (not a 

nurse). He was sitting outside a tent in the Middle East waiting to see his sister-in-law, 

who was a Staff Nurse, when he got a basin of water thrown over him, and unfairly 

blamed her. She was Edith V Bird, who also sailed on the Kyarra, but in 1917 from NSW 

 
First World War Notes 
  

 
 
 The month of May 1914 saw the safe arrival of Australia’s first two submarines 

 The ‘E’ Class boats were built at Barrow-in-Furness under a contract signed in late 1910 

and commissioned in February 1914 

 They sailed via Suez, Singapore and then along the eastern seaboard via Cairns, 

sheltering from adverse weather in Moreton Bay and then on to Sydney (for part of this 

journey escorted and part towed by the cruiser Sydney) 

 AE1 and AE2 (A for Australian) were soon in action, taking part in the New Guinea 

campaign at the outbreak of war in August 

 AE1’s service was short lived, last sighted on 14th September in the vicinity of Duke of 

York Island (part of the Bismarck Archipelago) her final resting place is yet to be found 
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 AE2 was subsequently transferred to the Middle East Station taking part in the attempt to 

force a passage through the Dardanelles seeing action associated with the landings at 

Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 

 Under fire and hit by a Turkish torpedo boat, she was scuttled in 72m of water (wreck 

confirmed in the late 1990s). Her crew were more fortunate than the AE1 being picked 

up by the torpedo boat and spending the remainder of the war in a prison camp 

 
Ironside School 
 
 Peter B made a presentation of his ongoing research into the founding and progress  of 

the school with particular reference to previously published histories (1930, 1970, 1985 

and 1995). With improved ready access to records and other material, however, it was 

now possible to refine some of the assumptions made by the authors in preparing these 

publications. (summary as follows, fuller details in updated Research Paper) 

 Many of the first farmers of St Lucia/Long Pocket had limited schooling and were keen to 

have their children educated 

 Beyond being instructed by their parents the first record of an organised approach was in 

1864 when Mrs Smith (farmer Jesse Smith’s wife) conducted lessons at her home 

 Possibly relatively short lived the next initiative was for the community to obtain the 

services of a professional teacher. In 1867 Mr Fanning was engaged and commenced 

lessons in the small building built by the farmers on the current site (probably also 

functioned as a chapel). Fees were levied for attendance and board and lodging 

provided for him on a rotation basis by the parents 

 Mr Fanning was replaced by Mr and Mrs Turner from Taringa who operated the school 

for a further two or three years 

 The compulsory schooling system was embraced by the local community and in the late 

1860s they commenced fund raising to contribute their share of the cost of constructing a 

government school building  

 Two acres of land were donated by Thomas Lodge Murray Prior, Government plans 

drawn up for a purpose built schoolhouse and construction commenced (plans on file) 

 Opened as a ‘Provisional’ School using the existing building in October 1870, the pupils 

moved into the new facility early the following year 

 The timber building, with minor additions, would serve the needs of the school until the 

mid-1930s when the first stage of the current brick main building was built. A separate 

schoolmasters residence was built at the same time as the 1871 timber school 

 Initially referred to as ‘The Indooroopilly School at Toowong’ the school went through a 

number of name changes as other public schools opened in nearby Toowong and 

Indooroopilly. ‘Ironside’ was adopted in 1905, this being the postal address (all mail at 

this time was handled through David Guyatt’s Ironside Post Office and Store on the 

corner of Ryans Road and St Lucia Road later Sir Fred Schonell Drive) 

 
 
 
  



SLHG Meeting Notes Volume Two 2012 to 2016 

Page 23 of 54 
 

St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 20 September 2014 Meeting   
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Peter Brown  Marilyn England   
Margaret West Dotti Kemp  Joan Haig 
Debbie Terranova Jenny Starky   Elizabeth McPherson  
Kay Christensen Dell Martin  Paul Martin 
Douglas Back  Ruth Bonetti  Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Janet Spillman Bruce Sinclair  
 

Next Meeting:  
2pm Saturday 6 December 2014 (Note one hour later than normal). Joint ‘bring a plate 
meeting’ with Taringa HG. Deb Drummond and Jan Teunis, joint authors of the 2015 
People’s Choice shortlisted ‘Lingering Doubts’, a reanalysis of Brisbane’s 1947  
Arcade Murder, will be our guest presenters 
 
Diary dates for 2015:  7 March, 2 May, 4 July, 26 September and 5 December  
 
General Business 
 Our initiative, the local history collaborative website/blog brisbane history west is now up 

and running (see brisbanehistorywest.wordpress) 

 Local BCC Parkland – Julian Simmonds has confirmed that history information boards 

will be installed at Acacia, Banksia and Ironside Parks and St Lucia Playground. The 

proposal to re-name the park on Bellevue Terrace to ‘Lang Farm Park’ will be considered 

by the relevant BCC Committee  

 slhg had manned stalls at the ‘Hawken Village SCIP’ opening festivities (very busy) and 

shared a stall with Taringa HG at the Perrin Park Expo. Thanks to all volunteers 

 
First World War Centenary Notes 
 The northern hemisphere summer of 1914 saw the culmination of the posturing of the 

european powers and the outbreak of war, the conflagration eventually including over 

thirty nations. Australia entered the fray when Britain declared war on Germany on 4 

August 

 Australia’s first significant military action was to seize radio installations and occupy 

Germany’s colonial possessions on the northern coast of mainland New Guinea and 

nearby islands 

 Concerned about the spread of German influence, not too distant from the Australian 

mainland and close to important shipping routes, Sir Thomas McIlwraith, Queensland 

Premier, took it on himself to annex New Guinea in April 1883. Britain was initially ‘not 

amused’, however, by 1884 the area in question became a British Protectorate and in 

1888 formally annexed. Following Federation Papua was transferred to Australia, 

became the Territory of Papua in 1905 with Australian administration commencing in 

1906 

 The northern part of modern PNG and adjoining islands were under German commercial 

control from 1884 (German New Guinea Company – similar to East India Company etc) 

and direct rule from 1899 (first Governor appointed). At the commencement of the war 

the bases and facilities of the colony were seen to be a significant strategic asset for the 
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operation of the German East Asian Cruiser Squadron and in particular for wireless 

communications in the region 

 Neutralising this threat was considered a priority, Britain was keen to focus the Royal 

Navy (including the Australian Navy which was placed at their disposal) in ‘home’ waters 

 To achieve this objective the volunteer Australian Naval and Military Expedition Force 

(ANMEF) was mobilised. It comprised 2,000 men, 1,500 infantry and 500 naval 

reservists (the latter appear to have been better trained and more experienced in military 

matters) 

 The main part of the force sailed north from Sydney and following the occupation of 

Samoa by New Zealand troops (Australian and French ships supported) the flotilla 

regrouped at Port Moresby. The civilian stokers on the Kanowna, the requisitioned ship 

carrying the Queensland contingent, withdrew their labour/mutinied (depending on 

interpretation) and the force commander ordered it to return to Townsville 

 The remainder proceeded to Rabaul and made an initial landing on 11 September, 

meeting stiff resistance taking the radio transmitters at Bita Paka. The German surrender 

of New Guinea was formalised on 17 September 

 Australia’s first land casualties were sustained during the Bita Paka action, compounded 

by the loss of the crew of submarine AE1 on a patrol out of Rabaul (wreck still not  

found) 

 At the same time as this action took place the newspapers were beginning to report on 

the activity of the elusive German cruiser The Emden which appeared to be having a 

free run in the Indian Ocean 

 
WA Back 
 The main topic of the meeting was a presentation on Wilhelm Anders Back by his 

granddaughter Ruth Bonetti. Ruth spent her childhood in St Lucia, attending Ironside 

School followed by Somerville and then UQ. Ruth is a musician and published author  

 Ruth is currently in the process of finalising her novel Burn My Letters; Midnight Sun to 

Southern Cross a story of escape, hope and freedom based on the life of WAB and his 

older brother Karl Johan, her interest sparked by visits to Scandinavia and family 

documents given to her (see http://bit.ly/burnmyletters) 

 The Back family lived in Finland, then a semi-autonomous Grand Duchy under Russia. 

From 1899 there was a conscious push to Russian’ise the Finns in ‘Periods of 

Oppression.’ Russian became the formal language, censorship and conscription were 

introduced 

 In 1899 Karl Johan was called up but left the country using a borrowed passport and 

headed to Australia. On the advice of his father he settled at the most easterly point, 

guaranteed rain. Their father brought WAB to Australia in January 1903. He stayed only 

for a few weeks, bought land for the family and advised his sons to settle down and 

‘forget Finland.’  

 WAB made his name in real estate in Mullumbimby and western Queensland and owned 

an interest in a number of Queensland stations. He relocated to Brisbane in 1949 to 

manage the development of the slow moving Coronation Park Estate in St Lucia. Initially 

living at 160 Highland Terrace, his Hawken Drive house was completed in 1951 
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The Sunday Mail 17 June 1951 (Courtesy Ruth Bonetti) 
 

 
 

BCC Brisbane Images dated October 1951 
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(Above) Interiors from the brochure prepared once the decision was made to sell the house 

and (below) the view over the back fence (Courtesy Ruth Bonetti) 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 6 December 2014 Meeting 
Joint Meeting with Taringa History Group 
  
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Marilyn England Maurice McLeary Cr Julian Simmonds  
Margaret West Dotti Kemp  Bruce Sinclair  Alison Templeton 
Collette Shendan Beth Johnson  Elizabeth McPherson Don Allan 
Myra Shipstone Clare Shaw  Linda AshKanasy ME Armstrong 
Lloyd Lindon  Jean McKinnon Janet Spillman Bill Wrigley   
John Teunis  Val Herberton  Deb Drummond Janice Teunis 
Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Peter Brown  Joan & Keith Haig  
 

Next Meeting:  
1pm Saturday 7 March 2015.  Research update and general discussion meeting 
 
Diary dates for 2015:  2 May, 4 July, 26 September and 5 December  
 
First World War Centenary Notes 
 After a short spell at Enoggera the local volunteers who had enlisted in the Australian 

Expeditionary Force, Australia’s initial commitment of troops to the Allied war effort, 

boarded ship in Brisbane at the end of September. They were anticipating to sail to 

Britain and then over The English Channel and into action 

 The AEF comprised 20,000 men, the newly formed Australian 1st Division, 18,000 

infantrymen, and the 1st Light Horse Brigade, 2,000 mounted troops 

 They sailed via the east and south coast, the Australian ships being joined by the New 

Zealand contingent in King George’s Sound, Albany. The troop flotilla, escorted by 

Australian, British and Japanese warships departed Albany on 1 November 2014 

 On 14 November the Hospital Ship Kyarra also sailed from Brisbane for the southern 

ports. On board, the Queensland contingent of the Australian Army Medical Corps 1st 

General Hospital, Ernest Sandford Jackson among their number 

 In early November the Ottoman Empire entered the war, in the words of the German 

Imperial Chancellor ‘to throw off the English yolk and shatter the foundations of 

England’s Colonial Empire’. This would be a contributory factor influencing the initial  

destination for the AEF  

 A week after the troop convoy left Albany, heading north in the Indian Ocean, a distress 

call was received from the Cocos Islands and HMAS Sydney broke off to investigate 

 At the commencement of the war, Vice Admiral von Spee commander of the German 

East Asia Squadron, based at Tsingtao, China, considered his options. Recognising the 

superiority of the Allied Navies he decided to set off for neutral Chile. On the way he 

learned of the Australian capture of German New Guinea 

 The light cruiser SMS Emden under the command of Karl von Muller was left to threaten 

and disrupt allied commercial shipping in the region 

 From August to October the Emden caused havoc in the Indian Ocean, capturing or 

sinking over twenty ships. In late September she entered Madras harbour and 

bombarded the port, setting fire to oil installations. In late October it was Penang’s turn, 

this time she sank the Zhemchug, a Russian cruiser and the French destroyer Mousquet 
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 Von Muller then headed south to the British Cocos Islands, a landing party despatched 

to Direction Island to dismantle the wireless installations. Overwhelmed, the operators 

managed to get a short radio message away. Picked up by the escorts of the nearby 

troop convoy, within hours HMAS Sydney was in a position to engage  

 Whilst outgunned, the Emden got off the first effective shots, however, the Sydney’s 
superior firepower eventually proved too much and Von Muller was forced to beach the 
Emden to save the crew. Buoyed by the success of this first successful naval encounter 
of the war, the Sydney took the survivors on board and re-joined the fleet. The German 
landing party meanwhile managed to avoid capture, seize a schooner and find their way 
back to Europe. Von Muller was complimented in the press for the ‘gentlemanly’ manner 
in which he conducted his campaign 

 On the home front patriotic fundraising was in full swing. The Brisbane Courier had 
several different initiatives running at the same time, funds established for: The Shipment 
of Foodstuffs, Milk for the Babies of Britain, Blankets, Aeroplanes and For the Belgians 

 
Lingering Doubts 
 Deb Drummond and Janice Teunis, authors of Lingering Doubts were welcomed as 

guest speakers, the main topic of the meeting 

 Their book, shortlisted for The Courier-Mail 2014 People's Choice 'Queensland Book of 

the Year', is a re-examination of the investigation and subsequent conviction of their 

grandfather, Reginald Brown (Reg), for the murder of Bronia Armstrong in 1947 

 Reg was found hanged in his cell at Boggo Road not long after his conviction 

 Both families lived in St Lucia, the Browns in Ryans Road and the Armstrongs in 

Prospect Terrace. Living in the same neighbourhood the families were known to each 

other, and Reg and Eva’s son Ian and Bronia were school and teenage friends 

 Bronia, as Receptionist/Office Junior, worked with Reg for the Brisbane Associated 

Friendly Society (BAFS) in the medical rooms the Society had on the first floor of the 

Wallace Bishop Arcade, Brisbane. The building on the corner of Adelaide and Albert 

Street. Reg, in his late 40s, held the responsible position of Secretary/Auditor of  the 

Society. Often they would travel on the same bus to and from work 

 Bronia’s body was found in the BAFS rooms on Saturday morning 11th January and by 

that evening Reg had been arrested 

 Deb and Jan’s book contains a well-researched and written account of the events 

leading up to this tragic event and the subsequent police investigation, arrest, trial, 

conviction and demise of their grandfather 

 Their reflective analysis reveals what appear to be considerable flaws in the methods 

adopted by the police in gathering evidence and making the case against their 

grandfather. The analysis suggests a miscarriage of justice, perhaps not the only one 

from the period when a quick result was seen as a good result  

 As children, Deb, Jan and their cousins grew up in ignorance of this tragedy, the subject 

never discussed openly by the family, for understandable reasons. It was only relatively 

recently, some sixty years later, that Reg and Eva’s children felt able to discuss the 

matter. Val, their youngest daughter, spoke briefly towards the end of the presentation 

 Deb and Jan signed copies of their book at the end of the meeting (book available online 

www.lingering-doubts.com) 
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Photographs tabled at the meeting 

 
 

An early photograph of the Hamilton family at the front of their café/shop on Gailey Road (corner of Prospect 
Terrace), likely  taken after the 1914-18 War (date tbc). The verandah of the house that Bronia Armstrong grew 

up in can be seen through the awning on the right. (Courtesy Alison Templeton) 

 

 
 

Bert Hinkler checking his watch before his departure from Bundaberg. The last of a series of photographs from 
Myra Shipstone’s family album recording his home town visit in 1928, having just completed his world record 

breaking solo flight from England to Australia. Myra was too young to join the grownups at the celebratory dinner 
her parents  gave for their family friends the Hinkler family. She did, however, get the chance to sit on Bert’s knee 

at the dining table before the meal commenced  (Courtesy Myra Shipstone)  
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 7 March 2015 Meeting 
Joint Meeting with Taringa History Group 
  
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Marilyn England Elizabeth McPherson   
Julia Bigge  Bruce Sinclair  Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Peter Brown  Dotti Kemp  Joan & Keith Haig 
Janet Spillman Myra Shipstone 
 

Next Meeting:  
1pm Saturday 2 May 2015.  Beverley Walker will present the story of her great uncle 
‘Sydney John Penhaligon’ who served with 3rd Field Ambulance at Gallipoli 
 
Diary dates for 2015:  4 July, 26 September and 5 December  
 
First World War Centenary Notes 
 In early 1915 the war in Europe had reached a stalemate with soldiers from both sides 

adapting to life in the trenches. No doubt a far cry from what they imagined when they 

signed up. The days of the cavalry charge were over in this theatre 

 The Western Front extended from the Swiss border to the North Sea, the German 

advance beyond their own border through Belgium and into northern France. With a 

continuous line of trenches territory gains by either side were minimal, usually at high 

cost 

 The Eastern Front was longer, stretching from Romania to the Baltic. The Russian’s 

early advance across the German and Austro-Hungarian borders had been reversed by 

the German Army in the north, and with their assistance, halted in the south. Stretching 

over such an extended distance, whilst still heavily fortified, trenches where not 

continuous and there were sporadic break throughs. There is some suggestion that the 

failure of the A-H troops to stem the Russian advance may have in part been as a result 

of many of their soldiers being drawn from the Slavic parts of the Empire. Cracks in the 

logistics chain and the shortcomings of the command structure of the Russian Army 

became evident from the beginning of the conflict 

 Early 1915 saw the introduction of the first night-time aerial bombardment of England. 

German airships carried out the raid on Norfolk coastal towns and villages between  

Great Yarmouth and Kings Lynn on the night of 19th/20th January. There were 

approximately 20 casualties 

 With the war not ‘over by christmas’ as predicted, the participants looked at other means 

to gain an advantage. Britain had enforced a shipping blockade on Germany since the 

beginning of the war including classifying foodstuffs bound for Germany as ‘contraband 

of war’ 

 Reluctant to alienate neutral countries including USA, Germany declared its own 

maritime War Zone in February 1915. This extended around Britain and Ireland from the 

Atlantic down to and including the English Channel. Germany’s declaration covered both 

enemy, and due to the hazards of sea warfare, neutral  merchant shipping. The ramp up 

of submarine warfare. The German High Command had mixed feelings about this, 

recognising the risk of alienating third parties 

 Allied High Command also had issues to resolve. Kitchener, drafted in as Secretary for 

War was a popular choice. He had an excellent record as an effective commander in 
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previous campaigns, however, was not ideally equipped to fulfil this broader strategic 

role. He had difficulty both delegating and communicating, leading to uncertainty, 

confusion and delay 

 Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty, displayed no uncertainty, he believed he 

knew what needed to be done, even if this didn’t always agree with the advice received 

from Naval Command 

 In October 1914 the Ottoman Empire had closed the straits through to the Black Sea to 

allied shipping in response to aggressive British naval activity. They entered war in early 

November and their warships bombarded Russian ports on the Black Sea coast 

 Churchill responded by attacking the forts at the entrance to the Dardanelles. The raid 

was successful and the outer forts were temporarily put out of action 

 It was also effective in putting the Turkish armed forces and their German advisers on 

notice. The main forts at The Narrows, half way up the straits, were reinforced, as were 

the minefields strung across the waterway at this location. Lighter mobile artillery pieces 

were also brought in to supplement the large Krupp’s gun emplacements (harder to 

detect and rangefind) 

 In early 1915 Churchill asked the Navy to come up with a plan to capture and secure the 

straits and open up the way for an attack on Constantinople. They advised a joint 

naval/land forces operation would be required. Churchill had the naval component 

approved by the War Council and worked on Kitchener to commit troops 

 With competing demands he was reluctant to dedicate his reserve forces or the 

Australian and New Zealand troops in Egypt under Lt Gen William Birdwood (old friend 

of Kitchener). He never the less agreed to station troops on the Island of Lemnos 

 Intermittent bombardment of the forts by the navy re-commenced in mid-February 

(including a limited Marine landing on the outer forts), whilst a larger flotilla of British and 

French warships was assembled for the main assault 

 Later that month Kitchener requested Birdwood to undertake an independent 

assessment. He reported back that a navy operation was unlikely to achieve the 

objective. Kitchener now agreed to the commitment of ground forces 

 Meanwhile the Turkish defenders had observed the British warship’s exit path, and on 

the night of 8 March the minelayer Nusret laid an additional field of mines parallel to the 

southern shore, perhaps one of the decisive actions of the coming  battle    

 On 12 March Kitchener summoned Sir Ian Hamilton and put him in charge of the land 

forces. His briefing by the General Staff was limited, they only had old maps, limited 

information on the numbers and breakup of enemy forces on the Peninsula, there had 

been no liaison with the Russians and the only outline plan they could offer was an old 

Greek General Staff one. It estimated a requirement for 150,000 troops, Hamilton had 

80,000 at his disposal. He received his formal orders the following day 

 On 18 March the Gallipoli campaign commenced in earnest when 14 British and 4 

French ships entered the straits 

 
General Business/Odds 
 Marilyn E, a civilian volunteer at the Army Museum South Queensland based at Victoria 

Barracks, provided the meeting with an outline of the current physical state of VB. The 

extensive visible damage to building windows was the result of the storm at the end of 

last year. No plan appeared to be in place to repair these nor the damage to the Officers 

Mess roof. As with the building that used to house the Museum, the Mess has been  

closed pending repair. ME/AD to liaise and consider a joint THG/SLHG letter to our 
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Federal MP to enquire about the future plans for this heritage precinct. Individual  

buildings within the Barracks compound date from as early as the 1860s 

 A 1922 newspaper photograph of a young Dolores Guyatt, winner of the second prize in 

the Currumbin Sand Garden beach competition had been discovered in the Brisbane 

Mail in the course of separate research (Microfilm SLQ – the BM and the Brisbane 

Courier later combined to become the Courier Mail – BM not digitised) 

 Bert Hinkler – eight photographs of Bert’s 1928 visit to his home town of Bundaberg were 

shown, scans of the originals in Myra S’s family album. Myra’s father was Minister of the 

local church at the time and a friend of the family. Hinkler was on his way south having 

completed his record breaking solo flight from England to Australia 

 Andrew D recommended the Hinkler Museum for anyone visiting Bundaberg. It has 

exhibits covering his life and flying career, from home built glider fights on Mon Repos 

Beach to a diorama of his funeral in Italy. Adjacent to the museum stands ‘Mon Repos’ 

the English house he shared with his (common law) wife just outside Southampton. 

Threatened with demolition in the 1980s it was taken apart brick by brick by volunteer 

enthusiasts, transported to Australia and re-erected in its current location  

 Interestingly the only reference in the museum to his ‘legal’ wife (he married a younger 

woman later) is a small photograph on the way out 

 
Kia-Ora Cafe, Gailey Road 
 Ian Venables, who grew up a few doors up the road, has passed on the following, his  

recollections of the café/store:   

 
I've been there hundreds of times and there are lots of stories I could tell about that. It 
was one of the first shops in Queensland to serve Coca Cola. That was for the American 
troops staying at Miss Philps in Bellevue Parade Taringa.  
I remember even a little before the war how they had a free standing, four sided glass 
refrigerator and used to sell ice blocks frozen in there. These were mixed up on the spot 
and the liquid poured into yellow latex mould to freeze.  
St Clares Home of rest was just up the road and every Sunday a lovely old lady used to 
come down to the shop when Tom Hogan ran it. She would say, "I'll have an ice cream 
please Mr. Hogan as long as it isn't Peters".  This was an unusual request and it turned 
out that she was Danish and Peters Ice Cream was originally a Danish firm. She related 
that they would sack girls who worked there if they weren't ‘amenable’ to the company 
owner !   
On those Sunday mornings it was a meeting place for the local sportsmen of the area 
with a few of us who played Rugby or Rugby League, a good sprinkling of 16' sailing skiff 
racers centred on the Jones family and members of South Brisbane Sailing Club and 
midget speed car drivers from the Speedway.  All would have a soft drink or an ice 
cream and talk over the Saturdays sport they were involved in 
 

 Subsequent uses have included as a Grocery store, Architects office, Children’s Clothing 

store and currently a Real Estate office. In the 1960s the shop sold garden plants  

 
Ygosse Boat Yard/Murray Prior family 
 A somewhat tenuous link has come to light, artist Robert Emerson Curtis sketched the 

boatyard during the 1939-45 War and recent discussions with the family revealed a 

sketch of Stanthorpe resident Julius Murray Prior, dated 1931by the same artist 

 Curtis emigrated from England with his parents in the early 1900s and they settled in 

Stanthorpe. Interested in a career in art he came to Brisbane in his teens and obtained a 
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position with Allan & Stark in their ‘design’ office. He replaced a young woman who had 

vacated the position to get married. His first job, preparing illustrations for a catalogue, 

women’s corsets 

 After establishing himself he also did the art work for a series of political cartoons that 

appeared in the Brisbane Mail. His boss at A&S twigged when he saw the one below 

 In 1922 he left for America with movie making friend Charles Chauvel, Chauvel staying 

in LA to work (Hollywood), Curtis moving to Chicago to work mainly on architectural 

rendering commissions 

 On his return from the USA he prepared a portfolio of sketches recording the 

construction progress of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. He later joined Max Dupain and 

Clement Searle at the RAAF Camouflage Unit. His war artist work included the sketch of 

the Ygosse boat yard as part of a series on industry involved in war work 

 He sought out and presented the sketch of ‘Jules’ to Tom Murray Prior in the 1980s      
 

 
(Above Left) Robert Emerson Curtis drawn political cartoon under the pseudonym ‘Cabby’ which 

appeared in the Brisbane Mail on 6th December 1921 (one of a number he had published).  
(Above right) Photographs of Bert Hinkler’s visit to Bundaberg in 1928, two of the photographs from 

Myra Shipstone’s family album 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 11 July 2015 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Marilyn England Elizabeth McPherson   
Dotti Kemp  Peter Brown   Joan Haig 
Julia Bigge   Andrew Darbyshire 
 

Apologies: 
Bruce Sinclair     
  
 

Next Meeting:  
1pm Saturday 26 September 2015 
 
Diary dates for 2015:  5 December  
 
Correspondence 
 Cnr Julian Simmonds confirmation received that the proposal to name the Sir Fred 

Schonell parkland (Gailey Road end) ‘Lang Farm Park’ had been passed to the BCC 

Asset Services Branch for consideration 

 Response received from Jane Prentice in connection with the deteriorating condition and 

uncertain future for Victoria Barracks accompanied by advice from the Parliamentary Sec 

for Defence. Action anticipated soon on remedial works. Defence confirmed they will 

continue to manage the site’s ‘assets of historic significance to ensure its heritage values 

are preserved’ 

 Several copies of Our Liverpool Boys received, a City of Liverpool/Library publication 

celebrating the City’s contribution to military history and War effort featuring a number of  

soldiers who served in the 1914-18 War. The Liverpool Training Camp and Holsworthy 

Internment Camp were both located in Liverpool 

 
1914-18 War Centenary Notes 
 

 
 

 (Left) Two unidentified Half Flight flyers in a Maurice Farman Shorthorn (AWM London AWM 
A04136) and (Right) joy flights in an  equivalent aeroplane (Joan Haig’s family album)   

 
 Shortly after the outbreak of war in 1914, the Australian Flying Corps (AFC) sent an  

aircraft to German New Guinea, however, the Germans surrendered before the aircraft 

could even be unpacked. They would have to wait to enter active service 
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 In February 1915, the Indian government requested air assistance from Australia in the 

Middle East campaign. The AFC could only provide four officers and ground staff for 

what became known as the Mesopotamian Half-Flight, or the Australian Half-Flight 

 The contingent was initially provided with three aircraft by India including two Maurice 

Farman Shorthorns and on 27 May the AFC undertook its first operational flight 

 The first Australian airman to be killed in action was Lieutenant G P Merz after his plane 

was forced down with engine trouble on 30 July 

 On 31 March 1921, the Australian Air Force (granted the Royal prefix in August), the 

successor of the Australian Flying Corps, became our third independent service 

 During 1915 the Commonwealth introduced personal income tax (and tax on 

undistributed company profits) to help pay for the war expenditure (death duties had 

been introduced the year before for the same purpose) 

 An Entertainment Tax was introduced the following year 

 C’wlth Income tax then became a fixture, by the start of the 1939-45 War representing 

approx 30% of tax revenue, by 2000 nearly 60% (currently c67%, balance GST - ABS) 

 
St Lucia Park Signage 
 Peter B made a presentation updating the meeting on the current status of the 

installation of new history signage to local parks, phase one has been completed. BCC 

have adopted the suggested wording for the signage. Whilst each panel relates to an 

aspect of the locale, when considered overall the signage presents an overall picture of 

the European development of the suburb 

 
Odds 
 Must see before it closes – the MOB exhibition of Taringa resident photographer Alfred 

Elliot, in particular the wall projection of one of his 1890s panoramas of Brisbane (taken 

from his original negative it shows extraordinary detail) 

 The new MOB William Bustard exhibition has opened, his drawing/painting and stained 

glass work represented. Bustard served in the camouflage unit during the 1939-45 War, 

joining contemporary artists such as Robert Emmerson Curtis and Max Dupain 

 Several photographs and press cuttings of Keith Haig’s success as a child in the Cribb 

Island Sand Garden competitions were shown (early 1930s). Keith’s parents had a 

holiday home on the island. He recalls a fairly self-contained community of around 150 

homes with a post office, a couple of shops, a butcher and a baker. Cribb and Foote 

used to grow vegetables out there, transporting the produce to Brisbane by barge 

(moored in creek). By 1950 residential numbers had dwindled and during the 1960s/70s 

the land was resumed for the construction of the new airport [further brief notes on file] 

 Andrew D showed photographs from his recent trip to England, various historic sites and 

buildings ranging from C16th half-timbered country houses to a C19th cotton spinning mill 

(a setting at odds with the ‘dark satanic mills’ image, a leafy valley in the Cheshire 

countryside) 

 The mill video lead to discussion on the Throckmorton Newbury Coat, the result of a 

wager, the challenge to tailor a coat from wool sheared in the morning of the same day 

(Guyatt family connection) 
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Robert Emmerson Curtis limited edition book of illustrations recording the construction of the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge. This was a speculative venture by Curtis following his return from working in America. 
There are a couple of sketches of the temporary cables used during the erection process. When he 
asked the engineer what would become of them it was anticipated ‘that the Japs would make nails 

from them’. Walter Taylor had other ideas and a number of them are still supporting the Indooroopilly 
Suspension Bridge (Fryer Library) 

 

 
 
(Clockwise) Keith Haig’s prize winning sand garden entry c1932, 
his three trophy cups, 1935 Boy’s Sand Garden Championship medal  
(worn by Joan on the day) and with older brothers Ron, Duncan and 
Gordon in a sand boat at Cribb Island c1925 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 26 September 2015 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Nanette Asher  Marilyn England Elizabeth McPherson   
Dotti Kemp  Peter Brown   Joan Haig 
Julia Bigge   Andrew Darbyshire Bill Wrigley 
 

Apologies: 
Bruce Sinclair    
 

Next Meeting:  
2pm Saturday 5 December 2015 – combined meeting with Taringa History Group 
 
Correspondence/Odds 
 A request has been received from Councillor Julian Simmons to assist with the 

preparation of a historical flyer for the Walter Taylor Ward (other Ward example 

provided). Andrew D to liaise with other local history groups for combined input 

 264 Swann Road (corner Gailey and Swann) recently sold to a couple who intend to 

move into the house and re-open the shop (possibly as a café). The shop area has been 

used as a household storage area for a number of years with many of the and interior 

fittings and fixtures remaining from when it was closed. The shop fabric requires 

considerable work to make safe and renovate. Information to hand on the shop’s 

previous history (St Lucia and Taringa Groups) has been provided to the new owners  

 Show and tell – Joan H brought to the meeting an aboriginal fire stick from North 

Queensland. One end of the sticks fit together, the other held in place with a small ball 

studded with berries (believed to be for fish stunning) for ease of carrying. One of the 

Bustard paintings on show at the MOB of Brisbane features such a firestick  

 

 
1953 Queen Elizabeth II Coronation penny (Andrew D) - the meeting acknowledged the 
longstanding reign of Queen Elizabeth which has now surpassed that of Queen Victoria  

 
A roof over our heads 
 Peter B outlined the development of european residential construction in St Lucia 

commencing from when materials were sourced locally (early bark cladding etc) to the 

modern day practice of using principally manufactured components 

 The talk was well illustrated using photographs/sketches of local examples, many of 

which have now been demolished or removed 

 The presentation prompted discussion on related matters including relocation of 

residences/other buildings and local real estate developments in the pipeline 
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1914-18 War Centenary Notes 
 

 
 

(Above Left) Enoggera Internment Camp c1915 (Dubotzki collection) 
(Above Right) Enoggera Internment Camp (Illage Family Papers)  

 

 By the end of 1914 the Commandants of Military Districts (Brisbane was ‘First’ MD) had 

the authority to intern ‘enemy subjects’. This was extended in 1915 to include ‘disloyal 

natural born subjects of enemy descent, hostile origin or association’ 

 The governing legislation was the War Precautions Act of October 1914 which gave the 

authorities wide ranging powers including arrest/internment and restrictions on 

commerce, business and property ownership. By the end of the war the ‘Manual of War 

Precautions Regulations’ was in its 7th Edition and included over 80 separate offences 

 A number of internment camps were initially set up including one at Enoggera. The first 

prisoners (all were classed as ‘prisoners of war’) were the officers and crew of the ’Prinz 

Sigismund’ and the ‘Cannstatt’ who found themselves in port at the outbreak of war 

(possibly those in the photo above). By mid-1915 Enoggera was holding 137 prisoners 

(3,000 Australia wide), however, multiple camps were proving expensive and a decision 

was made to transfer them to Holsworthy in NSW 

 The relatively relaxed conditions at Enoggera were markedly different to Holsworthy 

which was run as a full on prisoner of war camp, notwithstanding many were civilians, 

their wives and children largely left to fend for themselves 

 Of the nearly 7,000 interned during the war, 10% were naturalised subjects, 1% were  

Australian born. Predominantly of German or Austro Hungarian Empire decent the net 

extended to political prisoners opposed to the war  

 At the end of hostilities, with public resentment running high, the decision was made to 

deport all detainees unless they could make a good case to return to their homes. Of the 

1,700 who requested to stay only 300 were successful. Wives (and children) had the 

option to be transported with their husbands 

 Over 6,000 were deported including high profile individuals such as Dr Eugen Hirschfeld, 

MLC in the Qld Parliament. He was eventually allowed to return in 1927 
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Combined St Lucia/Taringa History Group  
Notes on Saturday 5 December 2015 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Bruce Sinclair  Nanette Asher  Marilyn England  
Marilyn Savage David Savage  Elizabeth McPherson   
Dotti Kemp  Ian Sinclair  Joan Haig 
Julia Bigge   Jill Clark  Olive Marggraf 
Eric Marggraf  Nesta Russell  June Johnston 
Brian Ganly  Ann Hall  Andrew Darbyshire  
 

Apologies: 
Peter Brown   Janet Spillman   
 

Next Meeting:  
1pm Saturday 5 March 2016 
 
2016 Meeting Dates (all 1pm Saturday uno): 5 March, 30 April, 2 July, 3 September and 3 
Dec (2pm) 
 
Odds 
 Around twenty five local history groups where gathered at short notice for a ‘History 

Expo’ at City Hall in November . The morning tea was lavish (overly so – most attendees 

anticipated a cup of tea and a biscuit), the exhibition space well laid out and the stalls 

well equipped, however, the public were thin on the ground. Not surprisingly as there had 

been no promotion of the event, the next one hopefully will have longer lead time. The 

day did give history folk a chance to mingle including the first joint gathering of the BHW  

‘collaborative publication’ group/society representatives   

 
Local Artists 
 Marilyn E gave a presentation on some of the more famous local artists. Art history is 

one of her particular interests (Dotti K deferred her section of the presentation due to 

time constraints) 

 Vida Lahey spent her early childhood at Pimpama, part of a large family (she had 12 

siblings). Successful in the timber industry the family would subsequently move to 

Sidney House in Toowong and then to Greylands at Indooroopilly. Vida attended the 

Davenport School at Southport then studied Art at the Brisbane Technical College. In 

later years Vida lived with her sister in Sir Fred Schonell Drive 

 Lloyd Rees was born at Yeronga, spent part of his childhood in St Lucia, his family living 

in a house called Mobolon (land now part of Guyatt Park) ). Lloyd’s talent was clear from 

early childhood. He studied at the Brisbane Technical College (under L. J. Harvey and 

Godfrey Rivers); worked for the Printing Office; and then moved to Sydney where he 

lived for most of his life 

 Isaac Walter Jenner migrated with his family to Brisbane in 1883, and lived in Montrose 

Road, Taringa   

 To reflect the available time at today’s meeting Dotti K’s part of the presentation was 

deferred to a date to be confirmed  
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Vida with her two brothers in London c1916. After the Brisbane Technical College she 
studied in Europe before returning first to Tasmania and then Brisbane. Romeo Lahey was 
influential in establishing the Lamington National Park. Vida lived with her sister at 97 Sir 

Fred Schonell Drive from 1947 until her death in 1968. The house, whilst relocated sideways 
on the block, is still standing and on the Brisbane City Council Heritage Register. 

 

 
 

Lloyd Rees photographed by Max Dupain. His autobiography Peaks and Valleys paints a 
vivid picture of his boyhood days growing up in St Lucia including attending 

(what is now) Ironside School, the unusual decorative treatment of the upper storey of their 
home, the local shop and his impressions of Richard Gailey’s home Glenolive. His first ‘day’ 

job was at the State Printing Office before pursuing a career as a commercial artist in 
Sydney where he was based for the remainder of his life. For a while in the early 1920s he 

was engaged to Daphne Mayo. 
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Isaac Walter Jenner (photographed on the veranda) moved into Montrose Road, Taringa in 
1890 and spent the rest of his life there. Born in Surrey, England he crewed fishing boats 
and served in the Royal Navy before becoming a full time Marine Artist. He was a good 

teacher and keen to raise public appreciation of art. He painted English scenes from memory 
or notes, as well as Australian landscapes. Jenner made a living by selling paintings, holding 

art unions and teaching at Miss O'Connor's School, Oxley, and at the Brisbane Technical 
College in 1887-89. Although he travelled in New South Wales and New Zealand in 1889, he 

exhibited only in Brisbane and at the Centennial International Exhibition of 1888-89 in 
Melbourne. He helped found the Queensland Art Society in 1887. 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 5 March 2016 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Marilyn England Dotti Kemp  Elizabeth McPherson 
Peter Brown   Bruce Sinclair  Ian Sinclair 
Julia Bigge   Margaret West Michael Yeates 
Andrew Darbyshire  
 

Apologies: 
Nanette Asher  Joan Haig    
 

Next Meeting:  
2pm Saturday 30 April 2016 – general discussion 
 
Odds 
 Brisbane History West 2016 publication status – second meeting of the participating 

groups representative’s held, project concept firmed and individual groups/societies 

developing a ‘long list’ of possible articles for inclusion. The general theme of the book is 

the settlement of the western/south-western suburbs of Brisbane presented in a 

chronological format c1840 to 1970. Continuity text (approx 20% of space) will set the 

scene, representative illustrated local stories the body of the publication (80%)  

 The ‘Pink Palace’ is under the hammer, demolition and site clearance under way for the 

redevelopment of the site. Built in the 1980s by the Kratzmann family, the house 

replaced the home of former retail magnate and multiple term Brisbane Lord Mayor Sir 

John Chandler. Subsequent owners were noted for their colourful lifestyles. Sunland 

purchased the property in 2015 and are planning to build 28 homes on the site 

 Middenbury – Andrew D noted that what appears to be a display centre has been 

constructed overlooking the river. A recent enquiry suggests an appeal has been lodged 

against BCC’s approval of the scheme outlined in the Development Application 

 Margaret W advised that ‘Hot Modernism’, the companion publication to the previous 

State Library exhibition, will be launched this week. Margaret contributed to both and will 

give a talk on the project later in the year  

 Noted that progress made on the refurbishment of 264 Swann Road with the shop 

stripped back to its essentials. Removal of the floor covering had revealed a message 

from previous owners Albert and Tony Lenigas written on the floor boards of the 

extension/infill they built in 1976. The message suggests the original shop main bearers 

were recycled timber using the mast of a shipwreck purchased by owner/builder Mr 

Davies, it was built before 1900 (slhg earliest record 1913/14), and a stop for bullock 

trains from the Port of Brisbane to Long Pocket (not sure what these would have carried) 

 Enquiry received requesting information on Frank and Vanda Lupi who operated the 

Quality Fare Deli in the 1960s. Andrew D had been able to assist on the location of their 

shop by reference to a 1969 photograph (eastern end of the St Lucia Village south side 

shops)     

 
Architect’s Project Archives 
 Andrew D recently had access to BVN Architect’s archive and whilst researching Inala 

Sports Centre found the original design development drawings for the St Lucia Church of 

England (Christ Church). There was a marked difference between the original concept 

and what was eventually built 
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 This may have been a common theme as the concept for the earlier Presbyterian Church 

(St Lucia Uniting Church) went through similar stages before the design was finalised 

 
CSIRO Photographic Archive  
 Andrew D recently had the opportunity to access CSIRO’s locally held photographic 

records which are earmarked for retention and archiving 

 Particularly well recorded is the life cycle of the Cunningham Laboratory constructed on 

the UQ campus in the 1950s and demolished in 2000 to make way for a new building. 

The CSIRO Division of Tropical Crops and Pastures was based at the laboratory    

 Andrew D presented a slideshow of the images, commencing with the progress photos 

of the construction of the laboratory. There was lively discussion on the dating of the first 

slide, a view down Mill Road towards Carmody Road. The images presented an 

interesting snapshot of adjacent university development. Other photographs in the 

collection included Long Pocket in the 1974 floods, the 1963 water hyacinth problem in 

the river and an 1880s photograph of Hawkwood Station in the Burnett District (CSIRO 

field laboratory 1966-1997 and Thomas Lodge Murray Prior property in the 1850s) 

 

    
 
(Above) Original Bligh Jessup Bretnall & Partners spire concept for Christ Church (BVN Architects Archive) and 

Wilson Architects penultimate scheme for (now) Uniting Church (WA records, Fryer library)  
(Below) Construction progress photographs of the Cunningham Laboratory/sundry images (CSIRO local archive) 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 30 April 2016 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Marilyn England  Dotti Kemp  Joan Haig 
Peter Brown   Bruce Sinclair  Ian Sinclair   
Andrew Darbyshire  
 
Apologies: 
Nanette Asher   Janet Spillman    Elizabeth McPherson 
Julian Simmons  Julia Bigge 
 
Next Meeting:  
1pm Saturday 2 July 2016 – Peter Brown research presentation 
Scheduled meetings for 2016 - Saturday 3 September and 3 December 
 

 
 

The recent site clearance and demolition of the 1970s/80s residence colloquially known as the Pink Palace has 
opened up to public view a carved stone façade which formed part of what appears to be a garden pavilion in the 

grounds. Reliable sources reveal it was part of the recycled front façade of a 1901 Central Technical College 
building which stood on what is now the QUT Campus. The home of Sir John Chandler and family previously 

occupied this large elevated site on which 28 new homes are to be built [Images AD and JOLSLQ] 

 
St Lucia Chronology 

 The first part of the meeting was spent reviewing a recent presentation given to the Brisbane 

West Probus Club, a chronology of the European development of the suburb from the 1830s to 

the current day. The slides prompted discussion on a variety of subjects 

 
St Lucia Gazette 

 The second part of the meeting was devoted to examining and discussing articles selected at 

random from editions of the St Lucia Gazette (Jan 1975 to Aug 1980) which were recently 

donated to the local history community by Joan Claringbould. The free newspaper was published 

by the St Lucia Community Association formed after the 1974 floods. Joan was a committee 

member. SLCA was reinvigorated in 2002 to express the communities view of the proposed green 

bridge. SLHG was formed in 2002 as an offshoot of the reinvigorated Association   
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1975 St Lucia Gazette newspaper header  
and The Village Voice, newsletter, both  
published by the St Lucia Community 
Association (circulation 4,500 and 3,700 
respectively) 
 
The online availability of the 1890s McKellar 
Series of maps in electronic format now 
enables the splicing of adjacent sheets to  
produce a complete image of St Lucia 
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St Lucia History Group  
Notes on Saturday 3 September 2016 Meeting 
 
Present:        
Marilyn England  Joan Haig  Elizabeth McPherson 
Julia Bigge  Rae Yeates  Michael Yeates 
Margaret West  Andrew Darbyshire 
 
Apologies: 
Nanette Asher   Peter Brown   Bruce Sinclair   
 
Next Meeting:  
2pm Saturday 3 December 2016 – Joint Meeting with Taringa History Group. Guest speaker Dr 
Ray Kerkhove  (Bring a plate meeting) 
 
Scheduled meetings for 2017 – All Saturdays: 4 March, 6 May, 1 July, 2 September and 2 December 
 

General/Odds 
 Good progress being made on the ‘Brisbane Spreads West’ book with story contributions 

coming in from the participating groups and societies. SLHG will hold (in trust), expend 

and account for the grant funding being received for the project 

 Noted ten years in December since the opening of the Eleanor Schonell Bridge  

 
The Avalon 
 The Avalon started life as a church hall built by the Church of England, an outreach of St 

Thomas’ Toowong. The Hall was used by the fledgling congregation for services and 

made available for community use 

 In 1926, with a reshuffle of the Parish boundaries in the wind, the St Lucia Progress 

Association and Debating Society made an offer for the under-utilised hall. The sale was 

agreed, some modifications carried out and  the extended St Lucia Hall was opened in 

mid 1927 

 The church retained the adjoining land and constructed another new hall fronting St 

Lucia Road in the early 1930s (this would be moved to a new site in Central Avenue in 

the late 1940s as a temporary measure until the present Christ Church was built ). This 

was supplemented in the mid 1930s when the original Ironside School building became 

available and was relocated (fronting Macquarie Street)  

 All four St Lucia churches started life in timber buildings. Two are still in use, the one at 

Christ Church and the original Methodist Church (now Chinese Christian) on Ryans 

Road 

 At the Sixth Annual Show it was noted the Progress Association had paid £1,200 for the 

building and land 

 The Hall was also used for debates and lectures (issues of the day - the Gold Standard, 

Psychology etc), amateur dramatics and concerts (Leo Guyatt productions prominent), 

socials (engagements), fund raisers (Ironside School fancy dress) and the regular and 

annual meetings of the Progress Association 

 Local services were often the subject of these meetings including rates increases, 

extension of the fire brigade service, gas supply, roads, bridge to city etc 

 At one of these meetings Alderman Watson requested his audience to ‘..visualise St 

Lucia, Coronation Park, Ironsides and Indooroopilly in ten years carrying 10,000 people. 

The building of University will bring many …’ 
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 The 1938 ‘Horticultural & Industrial Show’ noted a display was provided by the St Lucia 

Farm School and that Joan Pugh (Haig) had won the prize in the Wild Flowers category. 

The 1940 show brought a shock, a man, Mr AV Pollard won prizes for knitted cushions 

 During the war years the hall became the local headquarters for the ARP and a Red 

Cross Depot. The sewing circle met weekly making dressings etc – Mrs Mackenzie was 

the convenor of the group 

 After the war the press reported that two ex-servicemen were proposing to operate a 

cinema in Hall. The war time Australian Comforts Fund mobile cinema unit, used by 

Allied Works Council and Royal Australian Navy on Magnetic Island, under a house 

‘somewhere’ in St Lucia 

 Supported by the Progress Association, an application was made to the Picture Theatre 

and Films Commission who advertised the proposal for public comment. The Brisbane 

City Council responded noting that the application was probably premature (they had yet 

to develop their ‘local plan’) but in light of limited entertainment options in the area 

offered no objections but suggested a temporary license. The 1946 City Architects 

Department’s inspection report includes a plan layout of the hall and a description of the 

building 

 Harold George Rosin of Coorparoo (possibly a partnership with the Bryants and Hunts) 

applied for a License mid 1947 to operate the Cinema in the hall (leased from the 

Progress Association), and the Esquire opened its doors. Other operators would follow 

including George Peters and Reg Vickery 

 In the mid 1950s the SLPA were promoting the provision of a swimming pool at Ironside 

School and negotiated with the operator and lessee, Henry Endres, for the sale of the 

freehold. The funds went to build the pool. Mr Endres extended the hall, made other 

improvements and by 1959 was operating under a new name ‘The Avalon’   

 Whilst BCC had some ongoing concerns about the facilities (earth closets rather than 

septic system) they nevertheless allowed him to continue operating, however, by the 

early 1960s (in common with other suburban cinemas) attendances were falling. TV 

broadcasts commenced in Brisbane in the late 1950s. With shows down to 3 nights per 

week and possibly suffering ill health, Mr Endres decided to sell 

 Coincidentally the various ‘theatrical’ groups at UQ were looking for a new home, the 

General Purpose Hut required by Administration. Whilst the Students Union had their  

eye on a new theatre on campus, and the University a Great Hall, in what appears to 

have been an interim compromise, UQ purchased the Avalon for £8,500 in 1963 

 Controlled by a joint Union/UQ Administration Committee the theatre was heavily booked 

for both internal (Dramatic Society, Film Festivals and Reviews) and external group 

productions (the Brisbane drama scene was active but without a permanent home). In 

the early 1970s the opening of the Schonell Theatre and Cement Box re-focused activity 

on campus, and with the development of a Drama course the Avalon was increasingly 

used for teaching. Subsequent building changes included dividing the Hall to create a 

Studio performance space and accommodation for a separate TV unit at the rear 

 Joan H has had a lifelong association with the hall, Elizabeth McP recalls the afternoon 

matinees with lots of kids, Julia B film showings during Brisbane Film Festivals, Marilyn 

voting there and Margaret W performing in successive Architect’s Review whilst studying    
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The extended Hall in 1927 (Daily Mail) 
 

 
 
Pre-War pantomime programme (Joan Haig) and press snip post-War Annual Show (Trove) 
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Brisbane City Council Inspector’s sketch of the layout of the hall in 1946 (BCC Archives) 
Newspaper advertisement for the Esquire (The Telegraph) 

 

 
 

Avalon Theatre Events Programme/Poster (Fryer Library) 
 
Further Reading – SLHG Research Paper 17, Community Organisations and Paper 19 
Education in St Lucia by Peter Brown, and Paper 35, St Lucia Families – The Guyatts by 
Joan Haig, Nanette Asher and Andrew Darbyshire. A History of the Avalon Theatre by Nigel 
Pearn and Richard Fotheringham (UQ 2007) 
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Notice of Joint Meeting 
St Lucia and Taringa History Groups  

 

2pm Saturday 3 December 2016 

Toowong Community Meeting Place, Josling Street, Toowong 

 

 
From a 19

th
 Century engraving (Wikimedia – original source unknown) 

 

This month Dr Ray Kerkhove will make a presentation based on his recently 

published book Aboriginal Campsites of Greater Brisbane – An Historical 

Guide. Ray has worked with Aboriginal families, individuals and organisations 

for the last 30 years supporting their historical and cultural projects. His talk 

will touch on Aboriginal influences on European settlement, and the extent of 

local camps and ceremonial sites. Brisbane’s west was ‘border country’ and 

Ray’s research findings suggest a more densely populated area than first 

envisaged. Copies of his book will be on sale on the day. Please feel free to join 

us.  
 

slhg meeting dates 2017:  4 March, 6 May, 1 July, 2 September and 2 December  
For further information:  Andrew Darbyshire     Telephone: 3700 9322 

slhgcoordinator@gmail.com      brisbanehistorywest.wordpress.com 
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Colony of Queensland 5 

Coronation Park Estate 24 

Cribb & Foote 35 

Cribb Island 35 

Cribb, Robert 5 

CSIRO archive 43 

CSIRO Long Pocket 14, 43 

CSIRO Tropical Crops & Pastures 43 

Cunningham Laboratory 39 

Curtis, Robert Emerson 32, 35 

Dardanelles 22, 31 

Dart, William 11 

Davenport School 39 

Davies, Mr 42 

Deportation 38 

Depper Street 10 

Depper, Martin 10 

Dept Agriculture & Forestry 15 

Direction Island 28 

Divisional Board Act 1879 5 

Dupain, Max 33, 35, 40 

E class submarines 21 

East Asia Cruiser Squadron 24, 27 

East Moreton 5 

Eastern Front 30 

Ecosciences Centre 14 

Edmondstone, George 5 
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Eleanor Schonell bridge 46 

Elliot, Alfred 35 

Emden (ship) 24, 27 

Endres, Henry 47 

English Channel 27 

Enoggera barracks 27 

Enoggera Internment camp 38 

Entertainment Tax 35 

Esquire Cinema 47 

Executive Council 5 

Fanning, Mr 22 

Ferry Estate 10 

Field Reinforcement Depot 14 

Finland 24 

Floods 1893 8 

Fragments of France (Publication) 21 

Francis Lookout 16 

Free settlement 4 

Gailey Road 8 

Gailey, Richard 6, 40 

Gallipoli 22, 31 

German High Command 30 

German internees 38 

German Maritime War Zone 30 

German New Guinea 34 

German New Guinea Co 23 

Glenolive 17, 40 

Government Printing Office 39 

Greylands 39 

Griffith, Samuel 5 

Guyatt Park 43 

Guyatt, Allen 13 

Guyatt, David and Martha 13 

Guyatt, Dolores 32 

Guyatt, Jessie 13 

Guyatt, Leo 13, 46 

Guyatt’s Store 13 

Hamilton family 29 

Hamilton, Sir Ian 31 

Handle Street 15 

Harvey, LJ 39 

Hawken Drive 17, 24 

Hawken Village 16 

Hawken Village SCIP 23 

Hawkwood Station 43 

Highfield, Charles 10 

Highland Terrace 24 

Hinkler. Bert 29, 32, 33 

Hiron Street 11 

Hirschfeld, Dr Eugen 38 

History Expo 39 

HMAS Sydney 27 

Hodgson, Arthur 4 

Hogan, Tom 32 

Holsworthy 38 

Horticultural & Industrial Show 47 

Hot modernism 42 

IDB Offices Taringa 7 

Inala Sports Centre 42 

Income Tax 35 

Indooroopilly 7 

Indooroopilly Divisional Board 6, 12 

Indooroopilly Ferry 7 

Indooroopilly Ferry Board 8 

Indooroopilly School at Toowong 22 

Indooroopilly Science Centre 14 

Indooroopilly Suspension Bridge 36 

Internment 38 

Ironside & SL Progress Assoc 21 

Ironside Estate 11, 12 

Ironside pool 47 

Ironside Post Office and Store 22 

Ironside School  21, 22,40, 46 

Jackson, Dr Earnest Sandford 17, 27 

Jenner, Isaac Walter 39 

Jones family 32 

Kanowna (ship) 24 

Kitchener, Lord 30 

Kratzmann family 42 

Krupp’s guns 31 

Kyarra Hospital Ship 17, 21, 27 

Lahey, Romeo 40 

Lahey, Vida 39 

Lamington National park 40 

Lang, Rev JD 4 

Lemnos 31 

Lenigas, Albert and Tony 42 

Leo Guyatt Players 48 

LHQ Signals Camp 14 

Local Authorities 4 

Local Government Act 1878 5 

Longpocket 8 

Lupi, Frank and Vanda 42 

Mackenzie, Mrs 47 

Macquarie Street 13, 46 

Madras harbour 27 

Marsh, Albert E 10 

Maurice Farman Shorthorn 34 
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Mayo, Daphne 40 

McIlwraith, Sir Thomas 23 

McKellar maps 45 

Meddleton, Richard 11 

Meiers Road 15 

Merz, Lt GP 35 

Mesopotamian Half Flight 35 

Methodist Bookshop 13 

Methodist Church 13, 46 

Middenbury 42 

Middle East Campaign 35 

Midget speed cars 32 

Military Districts 38 

Military Signals Unit 14 

Mill Road 43 

Miskin, William H 6 

Miss O’Connor’s School 41 

Mobile Cinema Unit 47 

Mobolon 11, 12, 39 

Mon Repos House 32 

Montague Road Ferry 7 

Monteith, Henry 10 

Montrose Road, Taringa 39 

Moore, Mary Ann Rose 11 

Moreton Bay 4 

Mousquet (destroyer) 27 

Muller, Captain Karl von 27 

Mullumbimby 24 

Municipality of Brisbane 5 

Municipality of Ipswich 5 

Nash, James 14 

Naval & Military Expedition Force 24 

New Guinea 23 

Newbury Coat 35 

NSW Legislative Assembly 5 

NSW Legislative Council 4 

NSW Northern Districts 4 

Nusret (minelayer) 31 

Ottoman Empire 27, 31 

Park history signboards 23 

Patriotic Fund 21 

Patriotic fundraising 28 

Payne, Winifred 21 

Penang 27 

Peters Ice Cream 32 

Peters, George 47 

Philps, Miss 32 

Picture Theatre & Films Corp 47 

Pink Palace 42, 44 

Political prisoners 38 

Pollard, Alfred Thornton 13 

Pollard, Mr AV 47 

Portion 9 Shire of Indooroopilly 9 

Potts, J 12 

Presbyterian Church 43 

Princess Bridge Estate 8 

Prinz Sigismund (ship) 38 

Prior, Julius Murray 32 

Prior, Thomas Lodge Murray 22, 43 

Prospect Terrace 28 

Provisional School 22 

Purga Divisional Board 7 

QBD 13 

Qld Women’s Electoral Lobby 12 

Quality Fair Deli 42 

Queen Elizabeth 37 

Queensland Art Society 41 

Queensland Book Depository 13 

Queensland National Bank 8 

RAAF Camouflage Unit 33 

Rabaul 24 

Railway Commissioner 8 

Rathnascer 12 

Raven Street 11 

Rawlins, William 9 

Red Cross 47 

Redhead, Mr 14 

Rees, Lloyd 11, 12, 39 

Rheingan 10 

Rivers, Godfrey 39 

Romany Rye 11 

Rose Hill 11 

Rosin, Harold George 47 

Royal Australian navy 47 

Rugby/rugby league 32 

Russian Army 30 

Ryan, Thomas Augustine 12 

Ryans Road 9, 10, 19 

Sand garden competition 32, 35 

Schonell Theatre 47 

Searle, Clement 33 

Shakespeare Society 13 

Shipping blockade 30 

Shire Estate 12 

Shire of Toowong 6 

Sidney House 39 

Sir Fred Schonell Drive 39 

Sisley Street 11 
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Skiff racing 32 

Smith, George and Jesse 11 

Smythe Creek 8 

South Toowong Estate 12 

St Lucia Estate 8 

St Lucia Gazette 44 

St Lucia park signage 35 

St Lucia Progress Association 46 

St Lucia Road 10, 12 

St Lucia Show 11 

St Peters College 14 

St Thomas Church 46 

Stephens, Alfred M 7 

Strong, Thomas 11 

Submarine warfare 30 

Sugar Research Australia 14 

Sydney Harbour Bridge 33 

Taringa 7 

Taringa Divisional Board 7 

Taringa Shire Council 8 

Taylor, Walter 36 

Territory of Papua 23 

The Gold Standard 46 

The Narrows 31 

Tomona 12 

Toowong Bowls Club 12 

Toowong Creek Bridge 7 

Toowong Divisional Board 6 

Trockmorton 35 

Tsingtao 27 

Turk, Mr 12 

Turner, Mr & Mrs 22 

TV broadcasts 47 

Uniting Church 43 

University of Queensland 14 

UQ Dramatic Society 47 

UQ Students Union 47 

UQ theatre groups 47 

Vickery, Reg 47 

Victoria Barracks 31, 34 

Wallace Bishop Arcade 28 

War precautions regulations 38 

Water hyacinth 43 

Watson, Alderman 46 

Weedon, William 7 
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Werry, William 10 

Western Front 30 

Westminster Road Bridge 7 

Wilson Architects 17, 43 

Wilson, Newman James Row 7 

Wilson, William Alexander 7, 10, 11, 12 

Woodhead family 11 

Ygosse Boatyard 33 

Zhemchug (battle cruiser) 27 

 

 


