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1. GOVERNMENT IN EDUCATION  

The Colony of New South Wales had no specific education legislation until 1848 when a 
programme began to create a programme of ‘National Schools’. These were 
denominationally neutral but contained elements of ‘common Christianity’. Education had 
begun in the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement in 1826 with a small school, Government funded 
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but administered by the Anglican Church.  Such education continued intermittently until the 
closure of the Settlement in 1839.1    

In 1845 a Catholic school had opened in Brisbane, and a Church of England school followed 
in 1855.  By 1855 the nearest National schools, (Government, but fee paying) were on the 
Darling Downs.  Arguments raged for many years regarding whether tax-payers money 
should be used to fund church based schools, whose admission was limited to those of that 
faith. 

Following Separation in 1859, the Queensland Colonial Government inherited the newly built 
North Brisbane Boys and Girls ‘National Schools’, (later Brisbane Central) which were still 
fee-paying, in Adelaide St where Anzac Square is today.  The land had been donated by the 
Government which also assisted with the building costs.  The Government also inherited 
some country schools including for example, Drayton National School where the parents paid 
10d per week per child and the Government subsidised the salary of the teacher and provided 
books.2 The total number of pupils receiving education in 1860 was 819 at government 
schools and 698 at private (church) schools. The latter receiving some funding from 
Government at that time.3 

Under the Primary Education Act of 1860, the Board of General Education followed the New 
South Wales policy and set the principle that Primary Schools wanting financial support from 
the cash-strapped Government should not permit school buildings and grounds to be 
associated with a religious body or be used for religious worship.4 Also schools needed to 
appoint a local Board and raise one third of the cost of building and furnishing a school-house 
and accommodation for teachers. The Government would provide two acres (0.8ha)of land if 
available, and the remaining two-thirds of building costs. The Government would appoint a 
teacher and pay a salary of not more than £12 per month. The local Board would set a fee for 
the students to pay to supplement the teachers salary, and 3d per week was recommended. A 
further sum of one half-penny per week has to be paid to a fund for keeping the school 
supplied with books.5 

The Brisbane Normal School opened in 1863 alongside of and replacing the earlier National 
School in Adelaide St. The function of the Normal School was to: 

 provide a large school where new developments in education could be tried, 
 train pupil teachers, 
 provide short courses in tuition for older aspirant teachers. 

The South Brisbane School opened in 1863 at Stanley Street and moved in 1865 to a new 
building which remains today as part of Brisbane State High School. 

It has been reported that children of Catholic St Lucia farmers rowed across the river and 
walked to St Mary’s School at South Brisbane, where Mary MacKillop taught in 1870.6 

                                                 
1 Dept of Education website retrieved Nov 2004, 
http://education.qld.gov.au/corporate/professional_exchange/edhistory/primary- 1860.htm#top. 
2 Wyeth E R 1955, Education in Queensland – A History of Education in Queensland and Moreton Bay District 
of New South Wales.  Australian Council for Education Research, p 66. 
3 Hunt J. B A Thesis University of Queensland Church and State Education in Queensland p 34,40 1959. 
4 Wyeth op cit., p 87. 
5 Maryborough Chronicle 9 January 1861 P 2 C 2. 
6 Robinson F W Prof. ‘The University of Queensland at St Lucia and other Universities 1952’ and other  
 papers, UQ Fryer Library 
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The Board of General Education Reports during the 1860s show a rising number of schools, 
indeed by 1870 there were 12,628 scholars attending 167 schools.7 They were either vested or 
non-vested, the difference being mainly whether the parents/church had donated the school 
buildings to the Government.  

The Reports also refer to up to 60 private schools, and in 1870 noted that: 

…areas where settlers were too few, too recently established to comply in regard to attendance 
and contribution…in such places the people sometimes contrive, by their united labour, to erect 
a rough structure, which for a time, may serve either as a place of worship, or a school-house; 
and if they succeed in obtaining the services of a person moderately competent as an instructor, 
the Board may recognise the school provisionally and grant a small stipend.8  

The Report lists five such schools where a small Government stipend was paid, but the list 
does not include a school in the Toowong/Indooroopilly area. 

Following the finding of gold at Gympie and the subsequent strengthening of the public purse 
the Government announced in December 1869 that ‘Provisional Schools’ would be 
introduced across the Colony.  The Board of General Education defined these as: 

schools to which aid in the shape of a small salary to the teacher, and a free stock of books is 
granted on the understanding that it shall be withdrawn if, within a reasonable time, the 
communities locally interested fail in contributing their respective share of the cost of providing 
permanent national schools.9 

‘Provisional Schools’ first had to be established by local initiative, with government support, 
to prove that they had an average of at least thirty pupils;10 this was because schooling was 
not compulsory and family involvement was an essential commitment.  The recommended 
building size was 10 ft² per child. 

If a Provisional School was successful the government agreed to provide the two thirds of the 
capital of the cost of the school buildings, and would also provide free books, maps and other 
school requirements.11  At this stage school fees were still expected to be paid by parents to 
contribute to the teacher’s salary.  Also coming into play here was the aforementioned 1860 
Primary School Act requiring government funded schools not to be also used for religious 
worship. 

                                                 
7 Pugh’s Almanac 1859-1901, microfilm/CD Archive Books. UQFL 
8 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1870, Board of Education Report. 
9 Wyeth op cit., p110. 
10 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1870 Board of General Education Report  
11 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1869 Board of General Education Report 
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In 1869 Liberal Premier Charles Lilley (later Sir Charles) arranged 
through an executive statement that from 1870 fees in vested public 
schools were to be abolished,12 teachers salaries paid in full, and 
books provided free of charge by the Government.  Thus free 
education came to Queensland before any other Australian Colony 
and indeed before England.13The minimum school age was set at 
five years to stop the schools being used as child-minding centres.  
The number of public funded schools throughout the Colony grew 
rapidly, from just 4 in 1860 to 230 in 1875.14 

Charles Lilley 1869 
Picture Queensland Image 68160 

In 1875 the State Education Act and the Department of Public Instruction were introduced; 
note the use of the word State despite the fact Queensland was a Colony.  ‘State’ was in fact a 
word in common usage such as ‘State v Church’, and referred to the ‘whole of Government’, 
which in this context specifically meant ‘non church’.  The Act made schooling compulsory 
for all children from six to twelve years but they only had to attend classes for a minimum of 
sixty days per half year.  In fact due to lack of ability to apply the law, and because it would 
have been too costly for the state to provide facilities for all, the compulsory element was not 
implemented until 1900.15 The term ‘National School’ had been continued from the New 
South Wales practice, but its use was generally replaced by ‘State School’ after 1875.  

Government assistance to higher education was initially restricted to the 1860 Grammar 
School Act, where assistance was limited to matching capital funding raised by the 
community.  Full fees had to be paid by the parents.  From 1873 the Government funded a 
limited number of Scholarships to those pupils who could pass an exam.  The citizens of 
Ipswich established the first Grammar School in 1864.  The Brisbane Grammar School 
opened at Roma St in 1869 and at its present site in 1881.  Initially for boys only, girls were 
admitted between 1875 and 1881; the Brisbane Girls Grammar School opened in 1882 at its 
present site.  Grammar Schools opened at Toowoomba  and Rockhampton in 1875.16 

Dr Ernest Sandford Jackson, owner of Glen Olive 1901 – 1924, sent his eldest four boys to 
The Southport School as borders and then to Geelong Grammar, his youngest son to 
‘Churchie’ and his daughters to Girls Grammar and Somerville House.17 

The Labour Governments of the day showed slight interest in secondary education, and what 
little help was given was to practical, technical and agricultural education.18 From 1914 all 
students who obtained a 50% per cent pass mark in the exam were awarded scholarships to 
various private and church secondary schools.  This directly aided the growth of the major 
denominational GPS schools. 

                                                 
12 Cowie HR, Charles Lilley and the establishment of Brisbane Grammar School and secondary education in 
Queensland, 2007, Journal Vol. 20 No. 3, p 79. 
13 Cowie HR, Charles Lilley and the establishment of Brisbane Grammar School and secondary education in 
Queensland, 2007, Journal Vol. 20 No. 3, p 79. 
14 Holthouse H 1975 Looking Back, The first 150 years of Queensland Education. p 16. 
15 Hogarth J, A Tradition of Achievement, Ironside State School 1870 – 1995 Fryer Library University of 
Queensland LG 726 17 H65 1995; W Ross Johnson 1982 The Call of the Land p 103 Jacaranda Press Brisbane. 
16 Cowie HR, Charles Lilley and the establishment of Brisbane Grammar School and secondary education in 
Queensland, 2007, Journal Vol. 20 No. 3, p 80. 
17 Parker N and others Ernest Sandford Jackson 1987 AMA Queensland p 57. 
18 W Ross Johnson op cit. p 196 
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In larger country towns where citizens could not raise the funds for a Grammar School, free 
State High Schools were opened from 1912. The school leaving age was raised from twelve 
to fourteen in 1912, and attendance became compulsory on all school days.  Although other 
States raised the leaving age to either fifteen or sixteen, in Queensland the fourteen year age 
was to last until 1962 when the age was raised to fifteen and the State took over full 
responsibility for free secondary education.19   

School leaving age was raised to fifteen in 1964, with some ‘non-involved’ students being 
expelled at that age, although most students were encouraged to stay longer.  In 1964 the 
notion of Grades 1 to 12 was also introduced, with the associated division into State Primary 
and State High Schools, at Grade 8.20 Toowong State High School opened in 1963. The 
education system will include a compulsory ‘Prep’ year from 2008 on, when the school 
starting age will be increased by six months, in line with other States. From Jan 1 2006 
students have to stay at school or in a learning or training environment until their seventeenth 
birthday. 

The University Act of 1870 gave the Queensland Government the power to conduct local 
examinations for British Universities, and universities at Sydney and Melbourne, a power that 
lasted forty years.  A local University was first mooted in 1874 but it was not until 1909 that 
the University of Queensland Bill was given assent by the Governor.  Its first home in 1911 
was the original Government House, now part of the Queensland University of Technology; 
the move of many of its faculties to the St Lucia campus did not begin until 1947. 

2. IRONSIDE STATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

2.1 The first school in St Lucia  

Several manuscripts have been prepared over the years on the school history; these 
documents are extensive and this Paper does not reproduce them but generally tries to add 
some interesting information to them. Recent research by this author shows that not all the 
information contained in those earlier documents was strictly correct or complete, particularly 
on the early history and how Ironside School got its name; the most recent research given in 
this Paper supersedes some of the earlier writings.   

The earliest record of schooling in St Lucia was written circa 1916 by possibly Susannah or 
Mary Ellen Behan, original pupils of the school: 

1. The first attempt to arrange locally for the education of the children of this district was 
made about the year 1864, when Mrs Smith, wife of Mr Jesse Smith, a farmer occupying the 
land adjoining the water trough and tank opposite Guyatt’s store [now 40 Ryans Rd, north-east 
corner of Ryans Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr] acted as teacher. She was not a qualified teacher. 
No provision was made for a school building; the children used to assemble at Mrs Smith’s 
house. Mrs Smith was not equal to the task and did not continue the work for more than a few 
months. 
2. Later, the parents of the children residing in the district assembled and erected a small 
building on the Government Road in front of the site on which the Ironside State School now 
stands.  The parents in question were – Mr. M. O’Neill, Mr John Carmody, Mr Watt, Mr. J. 
Skinner, Mr. Pitman, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Deller, Mr. Petty, Mr. Middleton, Mr. C. Lane, Mr Behan, 
Mr. J. Redhead, Mr. C. O’Brien and Mr. Gayner. 
3. …[notes on ‘old residents’ only] 

                                                 
19 Holthouse op cit., p 158. 
20 Holthouse op cit., p 204. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/19Education                                                             Page 7 of 88 Printed 08 March 2020 

4. The school was at first placed in charge of a Mr. Fanning. He was a trained teacher who 
was brought out to Queensland by the late Bishop Quinn. He was addicted to drink, on which 
account Bishop Quinn had to dispense with his services.    
 Mr Fanning remained in charge of the school for about eight months. During that period 
he was accommodated free of charge by the several families in rotation, - staying one week at 
each place. Each child paid a small weekly school fee. The children made good progress during 
Mr Fanning’s time. 
5. The first pupils of the school included: -       
 Mary Ellen Behan… 
 Susannah Behan… 
 Mary Carmody… 
 Bridget Carmody… 
 Ellen Pitman… 
 John Pitman… 
6. When Mr Fanning vacated the post, the school was take over by Mr. and Mrs. Turner, who 
continued the work for two or three years. Mr Turner was previously a painter living at Taringa. 
7. The present State School…was established about 46 years ago. Mr Arthy was the first 
teacher of the State School.21 

The Diamond Jubilee book of Ironside State School, written in 1930, sixty years after the 
Government school began, perhaps took its information from the aforementioned document, 
but added the descriptive word ‘slab’ instead of ‘small’ building.22 It is unlikely to have been 
the substantial building we now connect with the term ‘slab hut’, but more likely to have 
been constructed of the local bush trees and branches, lashed or nailed together, and roofed 
with bark or grass. 

 
A sketch reproduced in Ironside State School Centenary 1870 –1970 but not intended to be anything 

other than a representation of a typical school in the 1870s. 

The Board of Education noted in 1869:  

people sometimes contrive, by their united labour, to erect a rough structure, which for a time, 
may serve either as a place of worship, or a school-house, and if they succeed in obtaining the 
services of a person moderately competent as an instructor, the Board may recognise the school 
provisionally and grant a small stipend.23 

                                                 
21 ‘St Lucia and Long Pocket – Early Educational Arrangements’, c.1916 provenance unknown, RHSQ  
 Ref Archive Box 23 Folder No 5 Document 4. 
22 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee 1870-1930 Fryer Library University of Queensland 
23 Qld V&P 1870 Education Report for 1869 p 725. 
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The Board of Education reports of formal private schools do not record one in the vicinity of 
St Lucia.24 

Twenty years after the Diamond Jubilee Book was written, Professor F W Robinson 
interviewed Mr W H Dart, and Professor J C Mahoney interviewed Mr J A Carmody, who 
were both born in St Lucia in the 1880s and had lifelong connections with the area. Professor 
Robinson writes that the school site was chosen so that the school should serve the two 
farming settlements at the now St Lucia and Long Pocket, being it was said ‘equally far from 
both!’ 25 

The operation of the school possibly continued only until 1867 as in 1868 the structure was 
described as ‘the old school-house’,26 and the ‘temporary school’.27 Also ‘late in the 1860s 
school children had to row across the river, walk…(to the South Brisbane School)’.28 Mr 
Turner does not figure in public meetings in the slab hut in 1868 and 1870, nor did he 
become the first teacher at the Government School. Indeed he never joined the Government 
service as a teacher.  The ‘old school house’ was used from 1867 as a ‘preaching station’ by 
the Bible Christian movement, prior to the construction of a permanent chapel in 1869 on a 
specific corner of a Lot adjacent to the old school house: Subdivision 3 of Portion 24 Parish 
of Indooroopilly.29 

In 1995, Joan Hogarth’s Paper proposed that the private school was built on land donated in 
the early 1860s by Thomas Lodge Murray Prior.30 Records show that this was not quite the 
case, but he may well have given permission for the land to be used for a school. The land 
Title shows that the first recorded transaction after the 1860 Deed of Grant to T L Murray 
Prior, was not until 1870 when one rood (40 perches) together with ‘all buildings…’ was 
formally donated ‘for erecting a place of worship…out of his desire to promote religion’, to 
The Corporation of Bible Christians - T L M Prior is known to have been a member of the St 
John’s Presbyterian Church in Wickham Tce in 1864,31 so he was of Protestant inclination. 

From the above it would seem reasonable to assume that proper education began in St Lucia 
about 1864 in a small hut in front of today’s Ironside State School. 

2.2 The Indooroopilly School-house 

Before 1870 school attendance was not compulsory. The nearest Government but fee-paying 
Schools to the future St Lucia were South Brisbane from 1861, Yeerongpilly and West Oxley 
(now Sherwood State School) from 1867, and Petrie Terrace School at Hale Street in 1868. 
No schools were permitted closer than three miles (4.8 klm) to each other – the distance 
children were expected to walk each day. The existing private school / church was more than 
this from all the existing schools and with the number of children in the immediate area 
increasing, moves were made by the local farmers to establish the first Public school in the 
area.32  

                                                 
24 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1860 -1871 
25 Robinson F W Prof op cit. 
26 The Queenslander 8 August 1868 p 5 c 4 sourced by M England in ‘Watt and Jarrott’ 
27 The Brisbane Courier 29 August 1868 p.6 c.5. 
28 Queensland Fruit and Vegetable News 18 June 1959 sourced by M England in ‘Watt and Jarrott’. 
29 Wager Libby, Different Tracks, M England private papers; Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee 1870-1930 
Fryer Library University of Queensland; The Brisbane Courier 16 October 1869 p.4.c.7;Certificate of Title 
72628 Richard Gailey 
30 Hogarth J, op cit 
31 T L Murray Prior Private Letterbook 28/6/1864 researched by A Darbyshire. 
32 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee. op cit. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/19Education                                                             Page 9 of 88 Printed 08 March 2020 

In August 1868 a meeting of the inhabitants of Indooroopilly was held in ‘the old school 
house’ with the objective of having a (Government but initially fee-paying) primary school in 
the neighbourhood. There was a large attendance, and £51 was subscribed (towards a 
probable need of three times that amount). A deputation consisting of Messrs Middleton, 
Jarrott, Dart, and Watts was appointed ‘to wait upon the owners of property at the Cross 
Roads’ and endeavour to secure a site in that locality.33  

Mr T L Murray Prior is reported as being approached in May 1869;34 Mr Murray Prior was a 
substantial land owner in the area but did not live there, he was also a Member of the 
Legislative Council. (In later years at Maroon, his son was Chairman of their Provisional 
School Committee and the donor of two acres of land for their school.) 

It is probable that nothing further happened until the Government announced the free schools 
programme in December 1869- the first in Australia. This lead to the opening of many 
schools in the following few years. In September 1870 The Brisbane Courier reported: 

The inhabitants of Prior’s Pocket [sic, Prior’s land] and the Long Pocket, Brisbane River had 
met to raise funds to erect a schoolhouse and teacher’s residence. 
Almost every house was represented. After a good substantial tea, Mr. R. Jarrott was called to 
the chair. Mr. A. Watts was appointed Secretary; Mr. W. Dart, treasurer. Messrs. W. Pitman, 
W. Spode, C. Lane, Michael O’Neil, and the chairman, were appointed as a committee to 
receive subscriptions…Subscriptions were received at once, and promises at one and two 
months. So successful was the effort, that the committee will take immediate steps to carry out 
the objective of the meeting… A vote of thanks to the Hon. T. L. M. Prior for the gift of the 
land, two acres; to the chairman; and the minister and trustees of the chapel, for its use on the 
occasion; and a thorough hearty ‘God Save the Queen,’ sung by all, terminated a very happy 
meeting’..35 

Tea Meetings were: 

…important social functions…they prepared a wonderful variety of tarts, cookies and rich fruit 
cakes.  Since Sundays were sacrosanct, all preparations …had to be made on Saturdays…36 

As required under the 1860 Act, the land donated was not that then in use by the adjacent 
Bible Christian Chapel, but two acres adjoining it to the west.  

A standard Government school drawing was annotated ‘New School Indooroopilly 1870’, 
and dated 24 September 1870. 

The new school-house was to be 40 feet by 18 feet of horizontal hardwood lining on external 
timber studding, with an internal maximum height of 15 feet and a shingle roof, but without a 
veranda. It most likely went to tender and was built by an experienced builder in a matter of 
months. 

The Board of Education report for 1870 notes that the Provisional School had opened on 10 
October 1870 in a temporary building, (probably the chapel next door) and it also noted that 
the new building was under construction. The school was ‘vested’, had accommodation for 
40 and had an average daily attendance of 39.  Later in the Report it is noted that the school 
had one school ‘department’ one male teacher, 20 boys and 23 ‘girls and infants.’  

The Government expenditure on buildings was noted as £338/16/,37  so the community 
needed to raise its share - £113. 

                                                 
33 The Queenslander 8 August 1868 p 5 c 4 sourced by M England. 
34 The Brisbane Courier 22 May 1869 p 5 sourced by A Darbyshire. 
35 Brisbane Courier 17 Sept 1870 p4 c7  sourced by John Kerr. 
36 Wager Libby, ‘Different Tracks’, M England private papers. 
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School building plans, 1870.  

Courtesy QSA38 

With confirmation that the minimum number of 30 pupils had been achieved at the 
Provisional School, and with new timber buildings erected, the school opened formally at the 
beginning of the 1871 school year with 42 pupils.39  

A list of the first pupils included many well known local names.40 Under the heading ‘The 
new National School Indooroopilly’, The Brisbane Courier reported: 

A very successful tea-meeting was held in the school-room on Tuesday, the 21st [February 
1871] to celebrate the opening at which Mr Charles Lilley [leader of the Liberal Opposition] 
presided. There was a large attendance, fully 150 people sitting down to the tea, which was of a 
very plentiful and substantial character. After tea, a public meeting was held, and addressed by 
several speakers. The chairman opened the proceedings…Mr R Macdonnell [Chief Schools 
Inspector] next addressed the meeting…the meeting was then addressed at some length by 
Messrs Arthy, Brookes, Jarrott, and the Rev Mr Woolcock. 
Mr Lilley said he remembered passing through the district when there was not a trace of 
settlement or cultivation, and now the signs of population and prosperity met him everywhere. 
The report of the School Committee, which was read, stated that the sum of £86 has been paid 
into the hands of the Inspector-General of Schools. Something over £100 is about the third of 
the entire cost of the building and fencing, and this is the amount which the Board requires 
residents to subscribe. 
The proceedings which were of a very pleasant character throughout, were brought to a close 
by a very early vote of thanks to the chairman, and the singing of the National Anthem.41 

The school building was situated where a tennis court is today off the Swann Rd end of the 
main building , as shown on the following later plan of the 1935 brick school.42 

                                                                                                                                                        
37 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1871; 1872 p 549 
38 Architectural Drawings of Public Buildings Series 17690 Item ID 328833 Indooroopilly 1870, QSA. 
39 State Archives File EDU Z1303 ‘Indooroopilly School now Ironside School’ 
40 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee. op cit 
41 The Brisbane Courier 18 February 1871 p.4, 25 February 1871, p.5. 
42 Letter dated 26/5/1876, op cit. 

Architectural Drawings of Public Buildings Series 1162 Item ID 579857 Ironside 1935, QSA 
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Ironside State School building plan 1935 showing location of original school relative to the existing 

school   Courtesy QSA 

The schoolmaster’s residence was of similar construction containing three rooms and built 
behind the classroom.43 A photograph taken circa 1890 follows showing the school, the play 
shed and in the background, the house,44 together with a sketch by artist Lloyd Rees, a past 
pupil c1902-07.45 

 

                                                 
43 Hogarth op cit. 
44 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee Book 1930. 
45 Rees L. The Small Treasures of a Lifetime 1969 Ure Smith. 
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When Bridget Carmody went to the school, the ‘fees’ for the free school were said to be 1d 
per week (presumably for slates etc).46 

Long Pocket farmer Mark Blasdall was elected as the first President of the School 
Committee, and retained this office for a very long period.47 

Mr William Arthy was the first teacher; he having arrived in 
Brisbane only in 1870 from Rutland Shire, England.48  

The Board of Education Report for 1871 recorded the 
inspectors report from two visits: 

During the course of the year, the order and discipline did not 
improve. The progress at this school was not such as justly might 
have been expected from a teacher trained to his profession, and 
for years engaged therein. First difficulties and fresh difficulties 
have evidently been met with the bare assertion “I cannot do 
anything with them.” The reading and arithmetic of the third 
class were the most successful branches.49  

Photograph W Arthy, State Library of Queensland Negative 
191921p. 

 

 

                                                 
46 F W Cumbral-Stewart to J Brenan letter 1916 sourced by A Darbyshire. 
47 Fox M J, The history of Queensland: its people and industries, Vol 1 p 957, 1919, States Publishing Co. 
48 Backstrom D, great grandson of W Arthy, letter to author 12 April 2007. 
49 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1872 Board of General Education Report. 
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Mr Arthy advised the Board in 1871 of the reason for the absence of 19 children on a 
particular day: 

 5 Merrys   Illness 
 3 Pittys   Mother confined 
 5 West Milton children If one stays away they all stay away 
 3 Carmodys  Planting sugar cane 
 2 Lushes  Sick 
 1 Manson  Sick50 

Mr Arthy remained the teacher until 1876, despite another critical report in 1872: 

…premises have already fallen into considerable disrepair… the discipline is utterly defective; 
the children enter the schoolroom at any time without supervision…drill is unknown. 
Regularity and punctuality are both very defective. The instruction is moderate in character and 
a tolerable proficiency has been attained in most subjects. Reading is bad in all classes; writing 
is a fair subject. No home exercises are done, and no needlework is shown.51 

Despite the Inspectors comments Mr Arthy became the Education Departments music 
instructor for metropolitan schools.52 Mr Arthy was the first organist at St Thomas Church 
Toowong in the 1870s,53 and also played the organ at St John’s Pro Cathedral in Brisbane.54 

In 1872 a reporter passing by commented: 

troops of nut brown boys and girls are congregated about the schoolhouse door, ready when the 
whistle of their teacher summons them to lessons, to go in, and lay the foundations of their 
future success.55 

In 1873 a newspaper correspondent noted: 

The Primary School has been built for some time, and there is a good average attendance of 
pupils every day. A Water tank is very much wanted, and the ground fenced in.56 

Another newspaper report in 1873 was of ‘penny readings’ being held very successfully at 
the school.57 

In 1874 Mr Arthy joined many other teachers in signing a petition to the Colonial Secretary 
requesting that pay be increased, it having fallen since the removal of school fees. Payment 
was at that time 16 shillings per boy per year with, less for girls and infants, making an 
average of 12 shillings.58 With 36 pupils this would have equated to approximately £21 p.a. 

In 1876 the School Committee Secretary William Ewart, wrote the following report to The 
Under Secretary, Department of Public Instruction, and the original document is held at the 
State Archives.59   

                                                 
50 Ironside State School Centenary 1870 –1970 p.64, State Archives File EDU Z1303 
51 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1873 Board of General Education Report 
52 K. Jarrott, sourced by M/ England. 
53 H Gregory Arcadian Simplicity Boolarong Publications 1990 p. 34. 
54 Backstrom D, great grandson of W Arthy, letter to author 12 April 2007. 
55 The Telegraph 16 November 1872 p3 c3. 
56 The Brisbane Courier 9 August 1873 p5c4 
57 The Telegraph 12 May 1873 p2 
58 General Correspondence File Series 6477 Item 996356. 
59 Report 26/5/1876 William Ewart to Under Secretary, Dept of Public Instruction. State Archives File EDU 
Z1303 ‘Indooroopilly School now Ironside School’ 
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The report noted that no formal land transfer had taken place, and this has been found to be 
correct. In fact the matter was not finalised until 1884 after the following transactions: 

June 1880 2 acres 1 rood and 5 perches transferred by Indenture from T L M Prior to the  
  Secretary for Public Instruction for the nominal amount of one shilling.60 
Nov 1880  Same land transferred back to Prior for the nominal amount of five shillings  
  as an incorrect land description had been included. The description had   
  ignored the fact that a small area had been donated to the Bible Christian   
  Church in 1870.61 
Aug 1883 Application by Prior to bring the 38 acres excluding the church land   
  under the provisions of the 1861 Real Property Act – a formality prior to issue  
  of a certificate of Title under that Act. The description was again incorrect  
  and has been altered twice on the document. The 38 acres were at this stage  
  valued at £350.62  
Oct  1883 Registrar General declares that Prior is the owner of Portion 24 except for  
  Subdivision 1 transferred to the Queen [road widening Carmody Rd],   
  Subdivision unnumbered donated to the Church, and Subdivision unnumbered  
  transferred to the Secretary of Public Instruction.63 This was incorrect as the  
  school site had not been transferred. 
Dec 1883 Hand written request by Prior to correct the description of the land in the   
  August application.64 
Dec 1883 Master of Titles declares Prior is the owner of the land and is entitled to sell it  
  to Richard Gailey. The land referred to is not stated. 
Mar 1884 Certificate of Title issued to Richard Gailey for all of Portion 24 except for  
  the road widening and the church land, i.e. he owned the land the school was  
  using. Again the description has been altered to reflect corrections65 
Mar 1884 Gailey transferred the school land of 2 acres plus to the Secretary of Public  
  Instruction.66 
Apr 1884 Certificate of Title issued to the Secretary of Public Instruction, 15 years after  
  Prior donated the land.67 

                                                 
60 DNRW Application package 5696 Indenture dated 7 June 1880. 
61 DNRW Application package 5696 Indenture dated 21 November 1880. 
62 DNRW Application package 5696 Application dated 7 August 1883. 
63 DNRW Application package 5696 Search Declaration dated 25 October 1883. 
64 DNRW Application package 5696 Letter from Prior to Registrar general dated 15 December 1883. 
65 Certificate of Title Vol. 490 Folio 113 Gailey Subdivision 2 of Portion 24. 
66 Certificate of Title Vol. 490 Folio 113 Gailey Subdivision 2 of Portion 24. 
67 Hogarth J op cit  Certificate of Title No.  72709 Portion 24 Subdivision 2. 
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A plan was attached to the aforementioned report, the road at the top is now the part of 
Hawken Dr which has the Uniting Church on the other side; blurred words on the left read ‘A 
chapel stands in this place’– probably the original school/chapel building.   
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Another hand-written letter from Mr Arthy, dated 1873 to the Under Secretary Department of 
Public Instruction reads:68 

..a matter of great convenience to them [parents] if their children could leave school at 3 
o’clock as being market gardeners they would need the children to gather fruits for the next 
day’s market. 

A report by District Inspector J G Anderson of 19 November 1873 notes that:69 

66 children were present with an ‘increment from the railway camp.’  
Mr Arthy had ten children of his own, all living in a four roomed house. 
The committee met sometimes and took an interest in the school. 

The earliest formal record of pupils is dated 27 January 1873, and whilst incomplete it 
includes well known local names such as Lane, Carmody (3), and Merry.  The residential 
information included shows children came from ‘Indooroopilly, Toowong and West Milton 
(Taringa).’ 70 

By 1879 the school is reported as having 146 pupils just prior to the opening of a school at 
Toowong proper,71 but in 1887 it had a more reasonable 36.72 At the end of the century, 
another classroom would be added and a galvanised iron roof installed. 

In 1889 it was recorded that Patrick Carmody and W Dart were on the school committee, but 
R Jarrott and C Lane had resigned and left the district.73 In 1893 R Munro resigned and was 
replaced by John Keith. 

In 1890 the school celebrated Arbour Day: 

Mr Loney, the head master…had made great preparations…all the children adjourned to the 
playground to plant the young trees, for which the holes had been prepared with a great deal of 
labour as the ground is very hard…the children were called together near the residence, where a 
grand spread had been prepared for them…and after a final gift of lollies, much cheering and 
“God Save the Queen” the children were dismissed.74 

2.3 School name changes 

The new school was known by everybody, press included, as the ‘Indooroopilly school-house 
Toowong’; indeed that name appeared on the original Government construction drawings. 
However the bureaucracy changed it within the first year to ‘Toowong School No 108’.75 In 
1875 it formally became the ‘Toowong State School’ after the introduction of the State 
Education Act; note that the use of the word ‘State’ reflected the common usage of the word 
as in State v Church, referring to the ‘whole of Government’. Queensland was still a Colony 
at this time so it was not the ‘State’ that it became at Federation in 1900.   

Toowong opened its own State School in 1880 and took over the name ‘Toowong,76 so the 
‘Indooroopilly school-house’ formally became the ‘Indooroopilly State School’.77  

                                                 
68 Letters 26 July 1873, W Arthy to, Dept of Public Instruction. State Archives File EDU Z1303  
69 Report 19 November 1873 State Archives File EDU  Z1303. 
70 Admission Register Toowong School 1873. QSA microfilm Z2501. 
71 Ironside State School Centenary 1870 –1970 p.62, State Archives File EDU Z1303, and Education Dept 
 website  
72 The Brisbane Post Office Directory and Country Guide for 1887, Queensland Postal Directory Co. CD 
Archive Books. 
73 The Brisbane Courier 21 October 1889 p3 
74 The Brisbane Courier 5 August 1890 p.4.c.7. 
75 Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings 1871, Board of General Education Report. 
76 QSA File EDU/Z2708 ‘Toowong School’. 
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When a school opened ten years later in the newly developed area around the Indooroopilly 
railway station, yet another name change was needed; ‘Indooroopilly Pocket State School’ 
was chosen to perhaps more closely reflect the locality that the school then served, and this 
name was adopted from 1 January 1888.78 

However it was sometimes known as the Long Pocket State School; the 1894 Post Office 
Directory refers to it as such, and between 1893 and 1907 that name was also used in its 
nomination as a place to vote, and in a letter to the editor in 1901;79 however its official title 
remained Indooroopilly Pocket State School.80  There is a historic photograph on the internet 
of ‘Long Pocket School’ however this is the Long Pocket situated near Townsville. 

On 19 May 1905 Mr Dougal Cramb, School Committee Secretary wrote on official letterhead 
to the Under Secretary, Department of Public Instruction, the first paragraph of which reads: 

I have been instructed to write to you re changing the name of the 
Indooroopilly Pocket State School, to that of Ironside State 
School, as that is the postal address. 81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last few words ‘postal address’ are critical as they state 
quite clearly why the school acquired its fourth name. Just four 
days later the Acting Under Secretary notified all concerned 
that the Minister had approved the name change.82  

It is important to record how the neighbourhood of Ironside got its name, as most of the 
reasons given in the school’s books and newspaper articles are incorrect.  The matter is 
researched thoroughly in another Paper by the author ‘The Naming of St Lucia and Ironside’.  
Briefly, the first major property developer in St Lucia was William Alexander Wilson.  In 
1885 he used the name St Lucia for his estates at the eastern end of the peninsular, because he 
was actually born in St Lucia, West Indies.  In later years Wilson migrated to Sydney and 
married Lydia Matilda Ironside, so he named another of his estates after her – Ironside Estate.  
Whilst the estate was centred on Ryans Rd and didn’t actually include the land on which the 
school stands, it was the local name for the neighbourhood around 1900, St Lucia being used 
only for the eastern end of the peninsular.   

The school was not named Ironside after a schooner of the same name that apparently had 
made several visits to Brisbane in earlier years, or after a Scottish village. 83 The school was 

                                                                                                                                                        
77 QSA File EDU Z1303 op.cit.: QSA File A/53740 Microfile Z2501, op.cit. 
78 Email from R Mammino Library Services DETA 2007. 
79 The Brisbane Courier 17 April 1893 p.1 and 22 February 1899 p.8. ‘Electors of Oxley’; 10 August 1901 p 11. 
80 State Archives File EDU Z1303 letter heading 1905. 
81 State Archives File EDU Z1303. 
82 State Archives File EDU Z1303. 
83 Hogarth, J op cit p,13. 
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not named after ‘J D Lang’s Ironside estate’ as sometimes quoted84; a check of the Title 
Certificates shows that Lang never owned land in Ironside or St Lucia.  The confusion has 
probably arisen because nearby land was called Lang Farm, not by Lang but by Robert Cribb, 
in recognition of the role J D Lang played in bringing migrants, including Cribb to Brisbane 
in 1847. 

Interestingly the adjacent street adjacent to the school, Ironside St, was not named after the 
school or the neighbourhood, although its adjacency is probably more than a coincidence.  
Another Paper by the author Origin of St Names records that in 1939 Council changed the 
names of many First Avenues and others to avoid confusion, and St Lucia’s First Ave became 
Ironside St.  This was in recognition of the pioneer painter Adelaide Eliza Ironside (1831-
1861).  

The formal name for the school since 1905 may have been Ironside State School; however 
the colloquial form for many years seems to have been Ironsides with an ‘s’. In 1930 even the 
formal Diamond Jubilee book is headed ‘Ironsides State School’. 

A newspaper’s research showed that in 1959 the colloquial form was currently used by the 
Department of Education and the PMG Telephone Directory. The correct form of Ironside 
was used by the Electoral Office, the Survey Office, Refidex and UBD.85 

2.4 Ironside State School 1905 - 

 
Courtesy Ironside State School Centenary 1870-1970 Book 

The longest serving Head Teacher was Joseph Wagner, from 1904 until 1932; he was the 
locally born son of one of the German Missionaries who began the Nundah Mission in 1930.  
Miss Elsie Wagner was one of ten Wagner children and reports that: 

Mr Wagner was paid by one cheque for his and staff salaries.  Mrs Wagner would walk to 
Toowong station from the school residence…to catch a train to town and cash the cheque’.  
During dinner break [one-and-a-half hours] Mr Wagner sometimes took the boys swimming in 
Sandy Creek.  Miss Wagner and Mrs Guyatt took the girls to the Brisbane River near Laurence 
St for swimming. 

Prior to 1894 the time was checked at one o’clock each day by the sound of the gun located at 
the Windmill-Observatory at Spring Hill, afterwards by observing the dropping of the time-

                                                 
84 Hogarth, J op cit p,13. 
85 The Courier-Mail 17 September 1959 p 2 c 5. 
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ball at the same location.86 In later years the West End Tram would observe the fall of the 
time-ball and blow its whistle.  

St Lucia in those days was ‘a bad area for snakes, and it seemed necessary… to kill them 
whenever possible’ and, Lloyd Rees wrote ‘in these areas of modest homes and far-flung 
farms and dairies, the children very rarely wore boots or shoes to school. 

Lloyd Rees wrote extensively of his time at the school in his autobiography: 

a bad area for snakes, and it seemed necessary… to kill them whenever…in these areas of 
modest homes, and far-flung farms and dairies, the children very rarely wore boots or shoes to 
school; a few of the girls, perhaps, but the boys - never!87 
Ironside [school] was surrounded by bush and there came a day, in our time there, when we got 
news of an approaching bushfire. All the children were put along the fences to cut back the 
undergrowth, after which I have dim memories of us all being herded together in a darkened 
school, while the fire raged around it.88 

On 11 October 1930 the school celebrated its 60th anniversary and produced a wonderful 
book: ‘Ironsides State School, Diamond Jubilee October 1930’.89 Ten of the original students 
were able to attend the function.90 

Mr E L Stinson was the head-teacher in the 1930s and lived in the schoolhouse; in 1998 
Colin Dyer interviewed his son Lawrie and has a tape recording of the conversation.  Lawrie 
explains that the school did not have an oval in those days; in fact two gullies existed on the 
site.  One of those gullies was he says was the beginning of the creek that still runs between 
Highland Tce and Ninth Ave.  However the 1876 plan of the school grounds, and later aerial 
photos, suggest that in fact the gullies were on the west and north side of the school and ran 
down into Ironside Park.91 

Lawrie Stinson also reports that it was his father who established the school motto 
‘SERVABO FIDEM’ – Latin for ‘I shall keep the faith’92 - which remains today in the crest 
at the main entry door to the main brick building and on the school uniforms.  

Joan Haig was a pupil at the school whilst Mr Stinson was head master and reports that he 
was not a well man, having been gassed in World War 1. Mrs Stinson grew fruit in the yard 
and gave it to children she thought were in need of extra nourishment. When the schoolhouse 
was demolished the Stinsons moved across the river, and Joan and other children used to 
meet up with Mr Stinson for his walk up to the school from the ferry.93 

The timber building was in 1933 described as ‘the oldest wooden school structure in 
Queensland’.94 Lawrie Stinson further says that the old school-teacher’s house was ridden 
with white ants and falling apart, and was demolished in 1936 and not replaced. The old 
school itself was sold to the Church of England and moved to Macquarie St to become the 
Sunday School Hall.95 

                                                 
86 Fisher R, Sites of Separation, Brisbane Heritage Trail, 2009, Brisbane History Group, p14. 
 
87 Rees L, The Small Treasures of a Lifetime, 1969. 
88 Rees L, Peaks and Valleys An Autobiography, 1985. 
89 The Brisbane Courier 10 October 1930 p 14. 
90 The Brisbane Courier 13 October 1930 p 11. 
91 Hogarth J op cit 
92 www.heraldryunlimited.com/guide/motto/QS.htm. 
93 Pers. Comm. Joan Haig 2006 
94 Hogarth op cit.  
95 The Courier-Mail, 25 January 1936 p 10. 
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Adjoining land facing onto Hawken Dr, Central and First Avenues was purchased by the 
State Government between 1929 and 1934 and 1937104; more land was purchased in 1955 and 
again in 1966 to bring the current site to about four and a half acres (1.8 ha).105 

After the Second World War and the ‘baby boom’ the school population increased by leaps 
and bounds.  In 1946 enrolment reached 385, but by 1964 it had reached its peak at 1114.  By 
1955 class sizes had grown to 49 despite the building programme and more teachers.  After 
1964 however, with the end of the baby boom and increasing numbers of undergraduates in 
the area, numbers of pupils began to fall, to stabilise at about 780 for the future.106 

The 1935 building was extended in 1946 and 1947 and completed in 1959.  Temporary 
buildings mainly ex-army huts were used for various periods.  Other permanent buildings 
were completed in 1953, 1955 and the 1960s. 

 

 
Ironside School bus on Swann Road Taringa c.1950. JOL negative 182778 

 

On 9 March 1954 Queen Elisabeth II and Prince Philip visited Brisbane; three particular 
photographs of the event show HM The Queen passing a group of children holding up a 
banner reading “With all our faults we love our Queen – Ironside State School” (This was 
from the popular chorus line in the Pirates of Penzance comedy opera written in the reign of 
Queen Victoria, but with a recently released film version showing in Brisbane cinemas that 
year).107 The Queen did not visit St Lucia - the photographs were taken on Coronation Dr, the 
city side of Park Rd, where the headmaster assembled the children to see the royal couple 
pass on their way to Government House.108 

  

                                                 
104 Certificate of Title 142780 Vol 886 Folio 20 The Royal Bank of Queensland 1894 p 8. 
105 Hogarth op cit. 
106 Colin Dyer in Judy Magub’s  The History of St Lucia 1998 
107 Ironside Remembered… 1985 BCC Toowong Library local history. 
108 Pers. Comm. R Siemon letter April 2005. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/19Education                                                             Page 24 of 88 Printed 08 March 2020 

 
Ironside Remembered… 1985 BCC Toowong Library local history. 

 

The press commissioned 
a series of aerial 
photographs of schools 
taken from a Naval 
Helicopter in 1955. The 
Ironside photo notes that 
the school had 1009 
students that year,109 and 
was later used as the 
cover for a publication 
‘Ironside Remembers 
1985’.110 

 

 

 

 

The St Lucia Progress Association decided to reduce their operations c.1956 and proposed 
that their balance of funds should be spent on a swimming pool for the suburb. The 
association approached the School headmaster Mr Murray and the Parents Committee, and 
                                                 
109 The Courier Mail  13 August 1955 p 3 c 6, and The Telegraph 14 September 1955 p 24 c 1. 
110 Ironside Remembered 1985 Toowong Library Local History File. 
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they agree to take on the task of establishing a pool at the school. The total cost was £15,500 
of which the tuckshop raised £650, the Parents Committee and local residents raised over 
£3,000. The St Lucia Progress Association donated £3,500 as the proceeds of the sale of their 
hall, and committee member Jim Mackenzie negotiated with the Government who agreed to 
provide a pound for pound subsidy, under the Centenary programme, provided the pool was 
available to all community groups.111  The ‘Official Opening of the Ironside State School 
Swimming Pool’ document included an article by the Head Teacher Mr J L Murray entitled A 
Brief History of Ironside School and The District which was later reproduced in the Ironside 
State School Centenary 1870 – 1970 book.112 

Mrs Cole said: 

…it was the Progress Association who helped so much in making Ironside School Pool a 
reality.113 

 
Brochure courtesy Hogarth J. 

                                                 
111 Official Opening of the Ironside State School Swimming Pool 8 March 1958, RHSQ 961.5 IRO. 
 Courier-Mail 14 February 1958 p 10 c 1  and per.comm. author/J Mackenzie 2008. 
112 1958 A Brief History of Ironside School and The District written by J.L.  Murray, the Head Teacher  

1970 Ironside State School Centenary 1870 – 1970 
113 ‘Looking back – as told by Mrs Cole’ c1968, extracts courtesy Ironside State School. 
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The swimming pool was opened by the Administrator Sir Alan Mansfield on March 8 1958. 

Students from St Thomas Aquinas school had weekly swimming lessons at the Ironside pool. 
The parents of St Thomas Aquinas had contributed money to its construction so that their 
children could use it; many students had additional swimming lessons at the pool during 
Christmas holidays which were offered by two local university students.114 

Local resident and historian Rosamond Siemon reports in a letter to Councillor Judy Magub 
in 2002:  

As the University grew, more families built, and families became more affluent.  Better housing 
was erected, we had the baby boom.  The school had to grow.  It had been a small two room 
wooden building near the highest area of its land.  Just before the war a new brick classroom 
block was built, then about five years after the war another was erected down near Central Ave.  
Classes at first were held on the top level of the only completed part of this new block.  Soon 
classes had to be held in a makeshift area underneath, and dirt from the floor of the above area 
filtered down on in to the children’s hair and clothes.  After lengthy protesting by parents, the 
ground floor was completed with lined classrooms.  The suburb grew so rapidly the school 
found it difficult to keep up with necessary erection of classrooms.  The beautiful bloodwood 
trees were removed for sports grounds and later, … a swimming pool…Opening the fete was 
the last public engagement for the Lord Mayor, and local resident Sir John Chandler.  He lost 
the election which was held that day.115  

Around 1957 the author of the book All Over The Shop, the story of growing up at the Ferry 
Store, Tony Maniaty, was a pupil at the school.116 Of the new school swimming pool Tony 
writes (pages 192, 193, 208, 209,): 

The wheezing, chain-laden shovel snorts like a dragon…for two years we’ve waited, have paid 
our pathetic weekly contributions …and held a hundred fetes and raffles…in a desperate never 
ending bid to raise fifteen thousand pounds: which the State, in its Centenary Charity, has 
agreed to match.   
Our half-Olympic swimming pool …all crystalline and turquoise blue and implanting the odour 
of chlorine forever in our nostrils.  They give us a scourer and a can of Bon-Ami… and we 
have to tread water and scour scum and kids’ hair off the tiles. 

Also the following are just a couple of pages from his book, and are typical of his light-
hearted but highly descriptive writing, and cover some of his days at Ironside School: 

                                                 
114 SLHG Paper No 21 St Thomas Aquinas Primary School  Liz Little 2008 
115 Rosamond Siemon St Lucia and the University of Queensland  Paper presented to the St Lucia  History 
Group 2003. 
116 Tony Maniaty All Over The Shop.  
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The current Parents and Citizens Association was formed in the early 1940s.  The Ironside 
State Pre-School began in 1975.117 

In 1964 the West Indian cricketer Wes Hall addressed the children on the subject of colour 
discrimination.118 

The school featured in a newspaper article in 1967, and apparently at that time had 976 pupils 
including 300 in the infants section.  There were 26 classrooms and a staff of 30.  The head 
teacher was Mr Claude James.119 

Centenary celebrations were held in 1970 with the Lloyd Rees Library being opened as part 
of the celebrations. A book entitled ‘Ironside State School Centenary 1870 –1970’ was 
produced. 

                                                 
117 Hogarth,  op cit.   
118 J Haig 2007 
119 The Telegraph 20 April 1967 p 22 c1 
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Ironside State School circa 1970 with swimming pool in the foreground. 

Photograph Courtesy Ironside School and Joan Hogarth 

The 1866 school / church was probably to the left of where the flagpole is, the 1871 timber 
schoolhouse where the tennis court is, upper left of photo.  The original 1936 brick building 
is now the central and right-hand section of the ground floor and under-croft of the main 
building, with the same entry portal. 

In 1995 Ms Joan Hogarth wrote a Paper ‘A Tradition of Achievement  Ironside State School 
1870 – 1995’, and along similar lines The Royal Historical Society of Queensland Journal 
Vol. 16 No 7 includes a further article by J Hogarth: ‘Children’s Education at Ironside School 
and its history’. 

Discovered by the author at the Toowong Library is another document that may be 
incomplete: ‘Ironside Remembered… 1985’. 

The swimming pool received a $300 000 upgrade in 2010.120 

3. ST LUCIA NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOLS  

The first pre-school was being planned in late 1939 by a committee led by Mrs Marjorie 
Clark; a children’s Christmas party was held by Mrs T C Bray at her Ryans Road house in 
November 1939 to raise funds, and again in September 1940.121 In December that year 

                                                 
120 Westside News 10 November 2010 p 15. 
121 The Courier-Mail 31 August 1939 p 3; 8 November 1939 p 18; 20 November 1939 p 14; 9 September 1940 p  
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Council granted a lease to the St Lucia Nursery School group for land at the corner of 
Indooroopilly Road and Alexandra Avenue, but this proposal did not proceed.122 

In March 1940 the St Lucia Nursery School had its gala opening at the Christ Church Hall 
(beside the Progress Hall). The President was Mrs Clark and the Secretary Mrs R Thompson, 
bursaries were being offered to assist mothers of large families, and children 2 ½ to 4 years 
were being enrolled. Details were given in a report in April 1940:123  

 

A little later it was reported that the nursery also catered for four to five year olds.124 It is 
possible the nursery moved to the Church of England Hall beside the Progress Hall by July 
1940.125 In 1941 Mrs T Anderson was appointed as the director and by this time the name had 

                                                 
122 The Courier-Mail 2 December 1939 p 3. 
123 The Courier-Mail 2 March 1940 p 9; 1 April 1940 p 13; 8 April 1940 p 13. 
124 The Courier-Mail 5 June 1940 p14. 
125 The Courier-Mail 8 July 1940 p 10. 
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The pre-school closed in 1950 when it was effectively transferred to a new community 
funded and run centre on Department of Education land in Baty Street adjacent to the primary 
school.136 

Ms Isa Maynard, St Lucia Pre-School teacher 1959-1963 and Director 1964 – 1973 has 
researched and written in detail about the history of the St Lucia Pre-School and 
Kindergarten.137 A précis follows 

In 1950 tenders were called for a new Pre-School costing £2 000 on land leased from the 
Education Department, on the north-east corner of Batty Street and Ironside Street. The 
parents and local supporters worked hard to raise funds for the new building, and carried out 
some of the work themselves.  

                                                 
136 Presbyterian Church Archives, St Lucia Annual Reports. 
137 ‘The History of the St Lucia Pre-School 1948-2000’ Isa Maynard, SLHG Paper No 28. 
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Proposed Pre-School courtesy The Telegraph p.18, 15 March 1950. 

The school was opened by Mr Power (Acting Treasurer) on 26th May 1951, Mrs Pamela 
Kerin was the director, parents paid a fee of £4/4/- per child per quarter, and sixty children 
were taught by three staff.138  

For the next twenty-five years the Pre-School was well supported, and with the ongoing 
efforts of parents and the community the building was extended several times. In later years 
the Government provided some financial subsidies, and in 1976 the Government took over 
the Pre-School which became part of the adjacent Ironside State School. However this did not 
include the younger children, and the building and grounds were divided to accommodate 
both the Government Pre-School, and the newly formed community-run St Lucia 
Kindergarten. Secretary Anne Halliday reported on its activities in the Gazette in September 
1976 and other dates.139 

The construction of extensions by the Department of Works took nearly a year, and meantime 
the children were accommodated at both the Anglican and the Catholic Church halls.140  

The Kindergarten continued being run by the community until c.2007 when the Government 
moved the Pre-School to within the State School grounds. The existing building and grounds 
are used now by the C& K – Crèche and Kindergarten Assoc, as their St Lucia kindergarten; 
the rear section is used as the Lady Cilento Parenting Centre. 

                                                 
138 The Courier-Mail 11 March 1950 p 3; 26 May 1951 p 3. 
139 St Lucia Gazette September 1976. 
140 Ms M Voss speaking at St Lucia History Group meeting 6 February 2010; QSA Series 53 Item 288095 
Ironside State School preschool Centre Works 17/11/1974 -1/6/1992 
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young students learning around the kitchen table with lots of adults as mentors and teaching 
support. 

The school moved to its present location in 1972 after the Job family donated the land. 
Architecturally designed with vaulted ceilings, exposed rafters and big airy rooms with large 
sliding doors – BIS epitomized the physical environment of a 70’s alternative school. 
The school is held in trust by the Brisbane Independent School Incorporated Association. The 
school has always run along democratic principles, highlighting the importance of community 
input and member’s visions.  

 

 

 

The church hall referred to above is believed to be that of the Uniting Church in Hawken 
Drive. The school’s current location is 2447 Moggill Road, Pullenvale Qld 4069 and the 
alumni have a Facebook page. 

6. THE ST LUCIA FARM SCHOOL 

In 1932 the Premier, Mr Forgan Smith proposed that the Government should be allowed a 
five-year lease on the land acquired for the University some years earlier, but not yet in use.  
The intent was to develop a farm school to prepare the unemployed youth of Brisbane for 
agricultural work out west.144 The school opened in February 1933 with fifty city boys, aged 
between seventeen and twenty, some boarding at the school, others going home.145  

The Courier Mail 26 February 1936 said: 

These city boys who previously knew nothing of Queensland beyond Queen St have 
successfully come to grips with the work of ploughing, sowing, planting, and milking cows.146  

On 2 March 1933 the Queensland Herald noted:   

                                                 
144 Thomis M I Prof. A Place  of Light and Learning p 163 UQ Press 1985.  
145 Francis J, ‘The St Lucia Rural Tradition’, 1975, UQFL F1887; The Brisbane Courier 27 February 1933 p. 10 
and 14. 
146 The Courier Mail 26 Feb 1936 as quoted in Cr J Magub The History of St Lucia 1988. 
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It’s [Farm School] main object is to find a definite outlet for boys who would otherwise be 
thrown on to the unemployment market and with very little prospects in the future in the big 
cities and towns.147 

The Brisbane Courier published several articles on the Farm and one written in the early 
days, 1933, ‘Farm Training – St Lucia Boys at Work’ follows: 148 

 

 
 

The Problem of Youth, St Lucia Farm School is the Title of an article in the Queensland 
Agricultural Journal149 in 1934, and the following is a brief précis. 

‘No nation can afford to allow a generation to grow up in idleness.’ A realisation of this fact 
was the force behind the establishment of the School. A conference was held in 1932 of 
representatives of the Departments of Agriculture, and of Labour and Industry and community 
groups such as the Churches, the New Settlers League, the Legacy Club, the Rotary Club, and 
other social organisations. As a result the School was established to teach unemployed city 
youth farming skills, so they could go out into the country and assist the farming community. 150 

Various buildings were erected including a dining hall and a dormitory, some existing houses 
were used as quarters, and existing hay and milking sheds retained. In 1934 accommodation 
was doubled enabling 200 boys to be trained at a time.151 

The school took boys in for six-month courses; half were live-in and half-day students, with 
tuition being free.  Instruction was given in all branches of dairy practice, pig raising, poultry 
keeping, and general farm fieldwork.  Thirty-two acres (13 ha) were farmed, with potatoes, 
                                                 
147 The Central Queensland Herald 2 Mar 1933 as quoted in Cr J Magub The History of St Lucia 1988. 
148 The Courier-Mail  26 April 1933 p12 c 5.   
149 St Lucia Gazette May 1977 Fryer Library University of Queensland. 
150 Reid, J The Problem of Youth, St Lucia Farm School, 1934, Fryer Library S 539.A8S345. 
151 The Queenslander 12 July 1934 p5. 
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pumpkins, arrowroot, and fodder crops such as mangles, maize, lucerne and introduced 
grasses.  There was a vegetable garden with a spray irrigation system, and five acres were 
used for pasture improvement experiments.  The farm was practically self-supporting, and 
provided unequalled meals in the dining room for the boys.  

Piggeries were built, a fine Jersey dairy herd was run, and horses were used for ploughing.  
Field officers visited the school to lecture on chemistry of the soil, botany, entomology, and 
plant pathology. 

A nut nursery was established and successfully trialled the growing of Queensland native 
nuts.152 

The school also had tent camp in forest country at Moggill where bush craft could be learned 
and timber cut for fence posts etc back at the school. 

 
Dormitory building 1935153 

In March 1934 the Minister for Agriculture, F W Bulcock, wrote an article extolling the 
virtues of farm training to the community, and praising the work of the St Lucia Farm 
School.154  In September that year the Courier-Mail printed two photographs of the land 
being worked, and commented ‘...where within earshot of the murmur of the city, youth is 
taught the secrets of the soil – man’s heritage through the ages’.155 The farm occupied 170 
acres (69 ha).156   A substantial timber dormitory building was erected and is shown in detail 
on the BrisbaneImages website.157 The same building is also clearly shown on the 1936 
photos taken for the University planning, and on a 1946 aerial photograph.158 

The following aerial photograph taken circa 1935 shows the extent of farming.159 

                                                 
152 The Courier-Mail 31 August 1934 p 23. 
153 www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/uhtbin/hyperion-image/BCC-B120-80977 accessed 25/10/05 
154 The Courier-Mail 10 March 1934 p 12 c 25. 
155 The Courier-Mail 13 September 1934 p 16 c 2. 
156 St Lucia Gazette May 1977 Fryer Library University of Queensland. 
157 BCC BrisbaneImages B120 80977  1935 subject catalogue St Lucia 
158 1946 Aerial photograph BCC 
159 Fryer Library AB/P series. 
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In 1936 the newspaper included an extensive humorous article by Clem Lack, illustrated by 
McBain, extolling the virtues and exclaiming: 

…The Government is making a serious attempt to grapple with the problem of workless youth, 
and that St Lucia [Farm School] is one State enterprise that is well worthwhile. 

According to that article the Farm had in the last three years successfully trained 272 
youths.162 

 

In July 1935 the State Government announced that it would undertake the construction of a 
new University building at the St Lucia site. In 1937 the Bureau of Industry University 
Works Board asked the Department of Agriculture to vacate the land so that work on the 
University could commence.163 The school closed in mid 1938 with the students transferred 
to the Gatton Agricultural College.164 

The Bureau of Meteorology had a Bureau Station at the farm from 1933 to 1938.165 

 

                                                 
162 The Courier-Mail 28 November 1936 p 23 c 3; The Courier-Mail 1 August 1935 p.13. 
163 Bureau of Industry University Works Board Minutes meetings 1 – 37, 1937 – 1939, QSA Series 18266 Item 
ID 341196. 
164 The Queenslander 3 August 1938 p 42; The Courier-Mail 29 July 1938 p 1. 
165 http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/data/ rainfall/St Lucia  accessed Feb 2013 research by A Darbyshire. 
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Courtesy Fryer Library 

The Problem of Youth, St Lucia Farm School 

 

 

7. UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 

 The following information on the University of Queensland has been published in a reduced 
form in: 

University of Queensland Fryer Folios June 2010 Planning for the UQ St Lucia campus  

P Brown. Royal Historical Society of Queensland Journal February 2011 Vol 21 No 4. 
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7.1 Early days and selection of the St Lucia site 

Much has been written by others about the academic and physical history of the University 
from its beginnings in Brisbane City in 1910. The main published work is A Place of Light 
and Learning written for the 75th Anniversary of the founding by Professor Malcolm 
Thomis.166 The main unpublished work is probably an essay of more than 150 pages of typed 
foolscap pages by Harrison Bryan, ‘University of Queensland 1910-1966 An Essay Towards 
A History’, held by the Fryer Library.167   

Other early academics and staff such Robinson, Hawken, Michie, Alcock, Stable, Kyle and 
Melbourne also wrote Papers about the history of the University, all of which are archived at 
the Fryer Library. Prof Robinson wrote a small book in 1957 entitled ‘The University of 
Queensland at St Lucia and other Universities 1952’.168 

This Paper does not attempt to précis such texts, but reviews some interesting aspects of the 
choice to St Lucia and the design of the campus.  The matter of a bridge connecting St Lucia 
to provide easy access from the City is reviewed in more detail in another Paper by this 
author. 

The first University in Australia opened as the University of Sydney in 1852, the second the 
University of Melbourne in 1855, the third the University of Adelaide in 1874, and the fourth 
the University of Tasmania in 1890. The University of Queensland began in 1910 and the 
University of West Australia 1911. Prior to 1910 Queensland students had to travel to Sydney 
or go overseas. The University Act of 1870 gave the Queensland Government the power to 
conduct local examinations for British Universities, and universities at Sydney and 
Melbourne, a power that lasted forty years.  

Secondary education was only available at a few private schools at that stage, and the matter 
of a university was seen as something for the future. It was considered seriously in the 1890s 
and the Government Architect looked at possible sites – including land set aside at Victoria 
Park for a new Government House, and the existing Government House at George Street. By 
1906 the ‘Queensland University Extension Standing Committee’ existed, and in 1908 after a 
great deal of political and religious debate a definite decision was made to establish a 
university to coincide with the Jubilee celebrations of the Colony in 1909. The University of 
Queensland Bill was given assent by the Governor on 6th December 1909, and the University 
formally came into being upon the Gazettal of the first Senators on 16th April 1910. It was 
formally opened by Sir William MacGregor the first Chancellor, on 26 February 1911 at its 
first home –Government House on George Street.169  

The first formal inauguration was held on 1 June 1911 with great ceremony, at the Exhibition 
Building following a procession from the University Hall. A formal leather-bound 
programme was issued, and the newspapers reported at length on the event.170 

Right from the start there was much debate about relocating the University to a larger 
campus.  Many medical people proposed that an area of Victoria Park which had been set 
aside for a new Government House be allocated to the University. This had the support 
eminent men such as Dr Sandford Jackson (who lived at Glenolive House in St Lucia at this 

                                                 
166 Thomis M I Prof.  A Place of Light and Learning  UQ Press 1985. 
167 Bryan H University of Queensland 1910-1966 An Essay Towards A History 1966 p 32, Fryer Library. 
168 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane 1957 UQ Press Fryer Library. 
169 Forest P & S, All for Queensland, The Governors and The People, pp. 155, 164,166, Shady Tree,  
 Darwin, 2009 
170 University of Queensland 1911 Inauguration programme, provided by Ms D Kemp; The Telegraph 1 June 
1911 p.7, 2 June 1911 p.4; The Brisbane Courier 2 June 1911 p.5. 
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time.) However, alternative sites were considered at St Lucia, and Yeronga Park on Ipswich 
Rd. 

 
Victoria Park 1900 showing land allocated for a new Government House 

Courtesy R Fisher, Brisbane History Group Paper 22. 

St Lucia was first mentioned in 1911 when 490 acres (198 ha) was said to be available171.  
The Senate considered a proposal: 

…an area of about 600 acres [constituting St Lucia Pocket] should be resumed by the 
Government: of this area 240 acres, known as Coronation Park, were to be set aside as a Park, 
preserving the natural timber on the place; two hundred acres forming the area now vested in 
the Senate for University purposes were to be used for the University; fifty acres of elevated 
ground were to be earmarked for the purposes of an Hospital associated with the University; 
and the level flats adjoining the West End reach of the river were to formed into playing 
fields.172 

The area of Coronation Park, Portions 17 – 25, owned then by The Royal Bank of 
Queensland and the London Bank of Australia Limited, as mortgagees-in-possession 
following the financial failures of the 1890s, was being promoted as a possible public park.173   

The 200 acres was to the east of Jetty Rd, Portions 13- 18, and mainly in the ownership of 
three individuals, one being the Carmodys who still operated a dairy farm on more than 50 
acres. 

                                                 
171 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane p 95 
172 Kyle W M Prof, ‘An account of the University of Queensland during its first twenty five years 1910-
 1935’, 1935, Senate of UQ, The Fryer Library. P 23-24. 
173 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane p 13 c 1 (R Fisher/C Dyer). 
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The fifty acres of elevated land were probably in the vicinity of the east end of Carmody Rd 
being part of Portion 12.174 The level flats would have referred to the balance of Portion 12 
and then Portions 11 and 10. Again, why this land was considered to be available is not 
known, although it was little used. 

Not surprisingly many felt St Lucia was too remote; the train came to central Toowong but 
the trams came only to Miskin St Toowong. The personal modes of transport at that time 
would have been on foot or on horseback along the dusty River Rd (Coronation Dr), and then 
St Lucia Rd.   

Some saw it as an opportunity to have 240 acres of parkland, 200 acres for the University, 
and 50 more for a teaching hospital.175 Many years later Harrison Bryan, the University 
Librarian wrote: 176 

The first site plan is interesting, if only for its generosity. It envisaged 600 acres, 240 for a 
Coronation park, 200 for the University and 50 for a teaching hospital.  It is sad to think that 15 
years’ indecision lost the University the idea of a park [Coronation Park].  It is sadder still that 
for the same reason it lost forever any chance of having a teaching hospital on the University 
site.  

The fifteen years was 1911 to 1926, Coronation Park having been subdivided for residential 
estates in the meantime (1922). What a difference that extra land would have made to the 
future suburb.  

The Senate proposal for St Lucia was put to the Premier, Mr Digby, but not accepted.177 

In 1914 Victoria Park became the site of choice, because with 170 acres (69 ha) of land it 
would be possible to have the University and teaching hospital co-located – seen by most as 
essential.  

By 1920 Archbishop Duhig was agitating for a new site to be selected and The Brisbane 
Courier took up the cause.178 

Dr J D Story, Public Service Commissioner and the Government’s representative on the 
University Senate, reported on the possibility of a St Lucia site again in 1920.179 He referred 
to the St Lucia Estate but probably meant the entire 200 acres to the east of Jetty Rd 
incorporating the Estate, and the nearby farms. 

In 1921 a committee was established to determine a new site for the University; Engineering 
Prof Hawken and Brisbane architect Alexander B Wilson, were members.180 

In 1922 Victoria Park was again anointed as the future site: 

                                                 
174 Queensland University Fryer Library plan packs 189 -206. 
175 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane p 95 
176 Bryan H. 
177 Kyle W M, p.24. 
178 The Brisbane Courier 15 June 1920 p.6. 
179 Thomis M I Prof.  op cit. p 96 
180 Fryer Library catalogue – A B Wilson, Wilson Architects. 
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However, by 1925 an investigation had found that the steeply sloping land was expensive to 
build on, that road and railway extensions may in future impinge on it, and that it would be 
better to spend funds on buying other, flatter, land.181 The Senate was back reconsidering its 
options at Yeronga and St Lucia.182   

In July 1926 the St Lucia Progress Association noted that St Lucia was a better site for a 
University than Victoria Park.183. At its meeting of September that year the Grand Council of 
Progress Associations decided to support the St Lucia site for the University, and to therefore 
ask the Greater Brisbane Council to purchase the St Lucia land from its park funds, with the 
current site at Victoria Park to be returned to the Council by the Senate as parkland.184  

It was then reported that: 

Following upon an agitation for the securing of a site at St Lucia for the University, a 
deputation from the Grand Council of Progress Associations waited upon the Mayor [Alderman 
Jolly] on the 6th October 1926, and suggested that the City Council should acquire an area at St 
Lucia for University purposes… The deputation was informed that in view of the heavy cost 
involved in resuming the necessary land, the City Council could not comply with the request.185 
The Mayor [commented]…there might be another way out of the difficulty. A certain 
suggestion had been made, but it was not yet sufficiently developed for him to elaborate on 
it.186 

Immediately following this, Dr James Mayne and his sister Mary Emelia, made an 
anonymous offer to the Lord Mayor to donate £50,000 to buy the St Lucia site for the 
University, or if they didn’t want it, then for a public park.187 The Grand Council of Progress 
Associations supported this offer.188 

Brisbane born Dr James O’Neil Mayne (1861-1939), a 
retired Superintendent of the General Hospital, was very 
much aware of the debate about the siting of the University. 
Dr Mayne lived with his sister Miss Mary Emelia Mayne 
(1858-1940), at Moorlands (now in the grounds of Wesley 
Hospital) and often strolled the adjacent riverbank with his 
young University student geologist friend Fred Whitehouse. 
Both of them saw the St Lucia site to the east of Jetty Rd as 
ideal for a University because it had space for academia and 
sporting facilities. In 1925 Mayne and Whitehouse resumed 
their walks, which now extended to rural St Lucia, giving 
them time for contemplation. Dr Mayne remembered the 

British Universities which he had visited, where students could ‘stroll the quiet river-banks 
while arguing the problems that exercised their minds’.189 Photograph courtesy 
www.library.uq.edu.au/espace 

Both generous and wealthy, Dr Mayne and his sister made the offer to Brisbane’s Lord 
Mayor, Alderman William Jolly, to donate £50,000 to buy the 200-odd acre site for the 

                                                 
181 Thomis M I Prof.  op cit. p 156 
182 Thomis M I Prof.  op cit. p 156 
183 The Brisbane Courier 21 July 1926 p 22. 
184 The Brisbane Courier 30 September 1926 p 12. 
185 ‘Report of the University (St Lucia) Building Committee to the Premier’ 1936, UQA S314. 
186 The Brisbane Courier  7 October 1926 p 7. 
187 Kyle W M, p.12;  The Brisbane Courier 16 October 1926 p 7; 20 October 1926 p.7 
188 The Brisbane Courier 2 December 1926 p 20. 
189 Siemon R The Mayne Inheritance 
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University, or if they didn’t want it, then for a public park.190 In Dr Mayne’s view St Lucia 
promised the ideal site: acres of land for sport, the river for rowing and swimming, and the 
high land where buildings could rise.191 At the eventual laying of the foundation stone he is 
reported to have said that he was prompted to make his offer by his student memories of 
Sydney University with its “small ground space and no water frontage,” and that Victoria 
Park had seemed to his sister and to him to demonstrate just the same disadvantage.192 

Later Dr Mayne suggested that the beautiful wooded area about 8 acres on the river bank 
towards Indooroopilly (Upland Rd) should also be acquired, and he undertook to give a 
further £5,000 for this purpose.193 

Despite much debate and strong opinions amongst academics, the Senate accepted the 
offer.194  Mayor Jolly said “This is a site unequalled for a University in any city in Australia 
or in the world,” and predicted that ultimately St Lucia, enhanced by the University’s 
presence, would become one of the great residential suburbs of Brisbane.195  

Associate Professor A C V Melbourne saw the St Lucia location as ‘secure in its isolation, 
never to be threatened with major road-works across the site’. According to Dr Lockhart 
Gibson:  

…that because fog often lay deep and heavy over St Lucia, residents could die of asthma and 
pneumonia.196    

The medical fraternity continued arguing their case for Victoria Park, warning that St Lucia 
was too far out in the bush, students would not travel the distance. 197   

Professor B D Steele vigorously opposed the site at St Lucia because of its remoteness.198 
The key to easy access was the construction of a bridge from Boundary St West End, to Keith 
St St Lucia, which would put the site within one-and-a-half miles (2.4 klm) of the City 
Centre, but this may still have made the site seem too remote for some. 

The University of Queensland (Students) Union strongly supported the site because of the 
potential for sporting and social events.199 Alderman Watson was reported as suggesting that 
Council sell its Victoria Park site, and use the money to buy an even better site for the 
University.200 The Daily Mail carried a series of editorials suggesting that the Victoria Park 
site being handed back to Council was worth considerably more than the St Lucia site and 
perhaps the Council should contribute to the building costs at St Lucia.201 

Prof Melbourne devised an ambitious scheme of land resumption of not only the 200 acres, 
but also the original 240 acres of Coronation Park Estate and St Lucia Heights Estate. His 
idea was to use some of the land for the University and sell the rest as residential land at a 

                                                 
190 The Brisbane Courier 16 October 1926 p. 7; 20 October 1926 p.7; Kyle W M, p.12 
191 Siemon R The Mayne Inheritance p 184. 
192 Bryan H University of Queensland 1910-1966 An Essay Towards A History 1966 p 69, Fryer Library 
193Mayne Deed for additional acres at St Lucia, 1926. BCCA 

‘Report of the University (St Lucia) Building Committee to the Premier’ 1936, UQA S314 
194 Kyle W M, p.12. 
195 Thomis M I Prof.  op cit.p 158 
196 Thomis M I Prof.  op cit.p 159. 
197 The Daily Mail 26 October 1926 p 13 c1. 
198 The Daily Mail 15 October 1926  
199 The Daily Mail 16 October 1926 
200 The Brisbane Courier 14 October 1926 p 10 c 4 
201 The Daily Mail 20 October 1926 p 6 c 2. 
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sufficient profit to pay for the cost of a bridge across the river.202  The plan was rejected but 
the Senate. 

The Brisbane City Council Meeting minutes for 19 October 1926 record that Council 
adjourned to St Lucia to walk the site proposed for the University or a public park:203 

An inspection was made in company with Dr Mayne on the ground it was proposed to resume. 
Minute 2982/1926 
The Council then met on the ground when the Right Worshipful the Mayor proposed that the 
Council forthwith take steps to resume the land in the Parish of Indooroopilly, commencing on 
the bank of the Brisbane River at the North-East boundary of Mill Rd, and bounded thence by 
that road southerly to Carmody’s Rd, thence by Coronation Dr to the North-West corner of Sub 
263, thence to the South-West corner of Sub 263, thence to the South corner of Sub 319, thence 
to the West corner of Sub 267 thence the South-West boundary of Sub 267 to Upland Rd, 
thence from the North West boundary of Sub 252 along Upland Rd to the Western corner of 
Sub 247 thence by the North-East side of the lane to the South corner of Sub 219, thence for the 
Northern corner of Sub 182 along Boomerang Rd to the West corner of Sub 180 thence to 
South-West corner of Sub 180, thence to west corner of Sub 142, thence by South-West 
boundary of Sub 142 to The Esplanade and thence south to the Brisbane River, thence by 
Brisbane River North-East and North-West to the point of commencement. 
     Seconded by Alderman Watson and agreed. 

In the end it would the boundary changed a little, with it not deviating down Coronation Dr, 
but following the south side of Upland Rd. 

A close up and a group photograph were taken:204 The originals of the photographs are 
believed to be held at the University Archives. 

 

                                                 
202 Melbourne A C V Manuscripts Fryer Library UQFL3 Box 15. 
203 Brisbane City Council Meeting Minutes 19 October 1926, BCC Archives. 
204 The Brisbane Courier 20 October 1926, courtesy Fryer Library clippings book UQNC Misc. LG 708-46 
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Miss Mary Emelia Mayne, interviewed at Moorlands, said: 

The health-giving breezes which sweep across the St Lucia reach, and the proximity of the river 
affording opportunities for boating and swimming…will ensure the physical development, 
which is so necessary for the successful student. 
I would like to see tuition in cookery included among the subjects of a university career…in 
fact it would be of great benefit if some philanthropic man would endow a school of cookery in 
Queensland.205 

Brisbane City Council began resuming the land, it being the authority with the legal power to 
do so, using funds provided by Dr Mayne. The Mayor, the Vice Chancellor and Dr Mayne 
inspected the site together on 1 November 1927.206 

According to the 1929 Council Minutes207 and a 1929 mayoral minute from Alderman Jolly, 
976 separate subdivisions were purchased from 284 separate owners, giving a total of 222 
acres (90 ha) at a total cost of £60,000, all of which was reimbursed to Council by Dr Mayne 
and Ms Mary Emelia Mayne.208 The extra acres included the riverfront land to the west of 
Jetty Rd, and south of Upland Rd in the vicinity of Emmanuel, and Kings Colleges.  

The Council Meeting Minutes of 1927, 1928 and 1929 give details of many of the 
resumptions, particularly those where the value of the land was disputed by the owner – 
mainly where the owner lived on the site.  The Carmodys claimed £5,435/9/9 for 18 acres of 
farmland, possibly their part of Portion 16, but were offered £1,500, eventually settling for 
£2,850. For another area they claimed $18,000, were offered $12,000 and settled for 
$16,500.209 Mr J A Carmody and wife Elisabeth relocated to Portions 283 – 288 Hyde Park 
Estate on the eastern of Durham Street and Carmody Road.210  

The McCaffreys wanted £3,200 but were offered £1,350. Various other detail records exist 
including the following signatures:211 

                                                 
205 The Brisbane Courier 21 October 1926 p.17 
206 The Brisbane Courier 1 November 1927 
207 Brisbane City Council Meeting Minutes 1929  p 501. 
208 Judy Magub The History of St Lucia 1998  p7 researching Lord Mayoral Minute 18/11/1929. 
209 BCC Council meeting minutes 18 November 1929 p 169; BCC Town Clerk memo 29 April 1929, BCC  
 Archives file BCA0077. 
210 The Worker 19 July 1954 p 7. J A Carmody will. 
211 BCC Archives File BCA 0077 St Lucia land resumptions for University 
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one so noble as that which Dr Mayne has provided for us’. The Professor went on to ask 
‘who would give them the buildings? It was to their good friends of 20 years that they would 
appeal.’216 Later Mr T C Beirne gave £20,000 and Mrs James Forsyth and Miss Philp gave 
£10,000.217 

Somewhat belatedly The Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland in 1937 
supported the site:218 

…Universities are built for generations ahead, and one realises that cities expand from year to 
year, and that what are outskirts of the city to-day will be in close proximity within the next 
twenty years. 

Eventually in June 1930 a ceremony was held at City Hall for the formal handover of the 
Certificate of Title of the 220 acres from Dr Mayne to the Chancellor Sir James Blair.219  

With the Depression under way no action followed, and concerns were raised again about the 
potential move to St Lucia when in 1932 the Government authorised the lease of the land for 
five years as a Farm School. 

The newly elected Labour Premier Forgan Smith advocated the creation of vast public works 
schemes to relieve unemployment caused by the ongoing worldwide depression. In 1932 the 
Bureau of Industry (previously the Queensland Bureau of Economics and Statistics) was 
established within Government to find suitable works, with J R Kemp Commissioner for 
Main Roads as Chairman.220  

Subsequently the Government borrowed £6,000,000 from Britain for the Story Bridge, 
Somerset Dam, a Medical School at Herston adjacent to the hospital, and the St Lucia 
buildings of the University of Queensland.221 

The Premier (and later Chancellor of the University 1942-1953) 
William Forgan Smith. State Library of Queensland Negative 
qmc01938 Copyright: localhistory@mackay.qld.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Government formally decided to proceed with the actual buildings of the University at 
the St Lucia Site on 31 July 1935; the buildings were to cost £300,000 and furniture and 

                                                 
216 The Brisbane-Courier 4 May 1929 p19 c 6. 
217 The Courier-Mail  1 August 1935 p 13 c 8. 
218 The Architecture and Building Journal of Queensland April 1937 edition p1. SLQ Microfiche 0690 
219 The Brisbane Courier 20 June 1930 p 14 c 8. 
220 From Bulldust to Beef Roads and Beyond, Main Roads- The First 50 years  Marion Diamond, Main 
 Roads  c.1970 p 62.  Richie J. Australian Dictionary of Biography, 2000, Melbourne   
 University Press J B Brigden.. 
221 W Ross Johnston op cit., p 167; Fitzgerald R, Made in Queensland, A New History, 2009, University of  
 Queensland Press, p.104. 
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equipment another £200,000.222 A journalist described the decision as ‘The University’s 
Jubilee Gift, (marking) the attainment of the University’s 25th Anniversary’.223 The Vice-
Chancellor Dr W N Robertson said it would take three years for the University work to be 
transferred to St Lucia.224 The Chancellor Sir James Blair, the Vice-Chancellor and Senate 
Member (1916-1965) Archbishop Duhig all applauded the decision to at last fund the 
project.225 

7.2  Paintings 

Over the years a number of paintings and sketches have been done by various artists of St 
Lucia, focusing mainly on the area later occupied by the University, although unfortunately 
many no longer exist or cannot be traced: 

1885 W S Austin Indooroopilly Sugar Mill, original hangs in the Library at Newstead House.  
 
1885 ‘Chub’ Ferguson Dart’s Mill St Lucia. Postcard size, framed. Original held by Maurice McLeary. 
 
1886 Mrs E Foreman ‘Darts old sugar mill’ reproduced in The Queenslander 6 Nov 1926 p 22.  
 
1888 A B Wilson Dart’s Mill from Dornoch Terrace, original not found. Newspaper article in Jack’s 

   Cutting Book No. 6 page 70. JOL. 
 
1889 R S Rayment St Lucia with river and Mt Gravatt in background.  Original not found. 1937  

   Newspaper article and photograph of painting, copy in Jack’s cutting book No. 14 
   page 15, JOL. 

 
1888    Lithograph of Dart’s Mill, copy held by John Dart. 
 
1903 Vida Lahey St Lucia. Original not found. Miniature copy from a catalogue held by M England. 
 
1930 C Baird  Low lying areas of St Lucia, held by Mrs Enid Carr. 
 
1932 Harold Parker Oil Painting St Lucia described as having a ‘nice mellow feeling’, ‘large study in 

   oil’.226 
 
1935   N S Sanders University land from Dutton Park reproduced in: Kyle Prof W M ‘An account of the 
   University of Queensland during its first twenty five years 1910-1935’, UQ Senate. 
   (see below) 
 
1936  M Haysom  Portrait of Dr Mayne holding plan of University.227 
 
1937  W Bustard 1884-1973 University land  before construction of Buildings.228 (Digital version available at 
   QSL – search Bustard St Lucia) 
 
1940 E Marks  University under construction. Original held by M England. 
 
1941 Pat Prentice Watercolour ‘Building of the University’ c 1941 as seen probably from  Orleigh Park 

   with the ferry jetty at the end of Hoogley Street included. Displayed at Mayne Art
   Centre University of Queensland, 2005, but noted held in a private collection. 

 

                                                 
222 The Telegraph 31 July 1935 p 2 c1 also p 1; The Courier-Mail 1 August 1935 p.13. 
223 The Courier-Mail  1 August 1935 p 12 c 3. 
224 The Courier-Mail  1 August 1935 p 13 c 8.  
225 The Courier-Mail  31 July 1935 p 2 c 1.  
226 The Brisbane Courier 14 September 1932 p12; Queensland Figaro 8 October 1932 p11. 
227 The Courier-Mail 6 October 1936 p6 
228 The Queenslander 1 November 1937 p 3 reproduced in the Queenslander Annual1937 p 34 
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1949   C H Lancaster         St Lucia Reach taken from Kayes Rocks looking at the main University of  
                                           Queensland building. Original held by University of Queensland Mayne Art Centre. 

 
Painting of the proposed University site viewed from Dutton Park circa 1930. 

By N S Sanders of the Art Department Central Technical College.229 

7.3  Design 

The first discovered layout for a proposed University at St Lucia is held by the Fryer Library, 
dated 26 October 1926 and was prepared by Architect A B Wilson (1857-1938) – with whom 
Professor Hawken had been associated for many years. The plan is for the 200 acres east of 
Mill Rd; it has a library as the centre point on the crest of the hill and shows the buildings 
facing north west towards a bridge from Boundary St, with colleges on the southern side, 
sports facilities on the lower areas, and St Lucia Rd extended around the river edge. No 
specific mention is made of a hospital, or indeed any particular faculties, but the layout is 
remarkably similar to that eventually adopted. The plan was drawn in pencil on tracing paper 
and does not reproduce well, but for the record, an extract follows showing the date towards 
the bottom left, the bridge, and some of the campus:230    

 

                                                 
229 Kyle W M, follows p.52. 
230 Queensland University Fryer Library Ref UQFL250/7/1. 
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A plan prepared by Professor Hawken was approved by the Senate and used as a basis for 
discussion, but was not officially adopted.231 That plan, a perspective and a description 
thereof, credited to Professor Hawken and fellow academic A J M Stoney, was published in 
May and August 1935:232   

The blocks of buildings to house the various faculties form part of a compact, orderly plan, due 
attention having been paid to the suitability of location of the various science departments. 
Provision is made for gardens and park to border the river on the northern boundary and for 
colleges on the southern boundary. The library is shown in the centre of the design, surrounded 
by the various faculty buildings, and provision is made for three sports ovals.  

 

 

 

 

The University (St Lucia) Building Committee was established by the Premier in October 
1935:233 according to its official report to the Premier in July 1936, Dr Melbourne was the 
University representative and Chairman, Dr J J Bradfield (1867-1943) (Chief Engineer to the 
Bridge Board) was the Government representative and deputy Chairman. When Prof. 

                                                 
231 The Courier-Mail 3 August 1935 p 15. 
232 The Courier-Mail 11 May 1935 p 14, 25 May 1935 p 7; 27 May 1935 p 17; 1 August 1935 p 15 c 4; Fryer 
Library news clippings UQNC 1911-56 LG 708-46. 
233 The Courier-Mail  10 October 1935 p 12. 
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The Committee gave written recognition to earlier work done on University layouts by 
Professors Hawken and F W Robinson. 

The Committee arranged for the land to be surveyed on a 40 ft grid, (believed to have been 
provided by the City Engineer) and for aerial photographs to be taken, the later being 
appended to the report. 

 
 UQFL Ref F3376 

The Committee experienced some tensions over the choice of designs; Prof Robinson was not 
happy that his work was not accepted; Mr Leven felt that much of his work had been ignored. 
It is possible that in the absence of Prof Melbourne, Dr Bradfield had strongly taken charge 
and in the end it was much of his scheme that was submitted with the report.243  

In the eventual ‘Report of the University (St Lucia) Building Committee to the Premier’ the 
recommended concept was for a main building orientated to the bridge, with the approach 
from the bridge was to be ‘most dignified’ and lead up a half-mile (0.8 klm) avenue to a large 
lawn at the front of the building. The building itself was part of a quadrangle where cloisters 
linked other individual buildings, and provided a central courtyard. A circular road would run 
around the outside of these buildings. 

All the buildings were to be two storeys high to avoid the need for lifts, and each would have 
a basement. The main building was to be built of local stone or stone-facing, but as this could 
not be afforded throughout, other buildings would be of a light coloured brick, with perhaps 
stone surrounds to doors and windows.244 

 

The appended site plan, model and perspectives are reproduced below.245   

 

                                                 
243 Minutes and notes from University (St Lucia) Building Committee, 1935-6, UQA S533 
244 ‘Report of the University (St Lucia) Building Committee to the Premier’ 1936, UQA S314 
245 Queensland University Fryer Library photo box AB/P/48 
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The approach to the University should be one of the most beautiful sights in Brisbane…From 
the bridge…there will be a direct view to the lodge gates, and through them, across lawns and 
upland, to the main buildings…247 

The Premier then appointed the architectural firm of Hennessy, Hennessy & Co.248 and in 
September 1936 The Telegraph published four drawings which focused on the main entrance 
and the proposed Great Hall (which was never built). The description included: 

The contours of the site allow for proper terracing of the buildings, giving a great central semi-
circular quadrangle around which the various buildings are arranged, all connected by means of 
an arcade…  It is proposed that Queensland materials and Queensland labour be used 
throughout…  Australian art will be used … and the conception will be in accord with 
Australian ideas and founded on the culture of Great Britain…  The whole of the exterior and 
interior elevations …will be carried out in stone.249 

The magazine Building in October 1936 carried a long article about the Hennessy, Hennessy 
& Co design for the University, and included the four drawings referred to above and seven 
more. Mr J F Hennessy stated amongst other things that it was his desire that the buildings 
should inculcate culture and refinement as much as any lecture. They were to be Australian in 
spirit and outlook, something different and original even as the Australian people themselves 
were and a monument to the pioneers who made our culture possible.250 

The first Hennessy plan included the semi circular cloistered layout which is such a feature of 
the University today, but it had the main buildings facing more towards Mill Rd and a 
separate list of the use of each building was provided. A copy of the plan follows;251  

 

                                                 
247 The Courier-Mail 28 July 1936 p 18 c 5 and associated photograph. 
248 The Courier-Mail 19 August 1936 p 15. 
249 The Telegraph 26 September 1936 p 8. 
250 ‘Building’ 12 October 1936 p  17-27 State Library of Queensland  MAG 74479 1936 book. 
251 Hennessy, Hennessy & Co preliminary Layout, courtesy University Art Museum. 
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Five of the original Hennessy presentation plans are held at the University Art Museum, and 
possibly another one is retained by the University Archives.  

In a letter dated 6 August 1937 the Premier advised the University Senate that only half the 
funds they needed would be available and they should prioritise their needs; and subsequently 
only two thirds of the Main building was commenced, together with the Chemistry and 
Geology Buildings. 

In a letter to the Senate 7 October 1937 the Premier approved the layout subject to the 
buildings being orientated more towards the north-east.252 i.e. facing the bridge with a grand 
approach. A revised layout is dated 28 October 1937.253 The concept design of the buildings 
remained as Hennessy’s original plan. 

It is interesting to note that throughout 1935, 1936 and 1937, the Senate was formally 
involved in the new site and buildings by way of their appointed representatives on the 
University (St Lucia) Building Committee and their appointed representatives on the Bureau 
of Industry University Works Board. The Senate Meeting Minutes do not record any input on 
size, design or layout, or even the laying of the foundation stone in 1937. The Building and 
Grounds Committee of Senate also had no apparent involvement with the new development, 

its minutes restricted to repairs etc to 
existing buildings in the City. 254 

In February 1938 the Premier announced 
that work would commence on the main 
building, and was reported as saying: 

The project…would be managed by the 
Bureau of Industry; the designing 
Architects Hennessy and Hennessy and 
Co…and the constructing authority would 
be the Public Works Department. Work in 
connection with the grounds had been 
deputed to the Mains Road Commission. 
…the design for the new University at St 
Lucia has been so arranged as to make 
provision, so far as can be foreseen at 
present, for a 50-year period; but he 
scheme has been so sectionalised that 
section by section can be proceeded with, 
as required, without blemishing the 
artistry of the whole conception or 
destroying symmetry. 
The sections to be undertaken 
immediately…envisaged a five-year 
plan…The estimated cost was £500,000 
exclusive of the cost of the bridge. The 

bridge would be treated as a separate work…University requirements would be met adequately 
for a period of possibly 15 years.255The revised layout and an indication of the work in the first 
stage were published in February 1938.256 

                                                 
252 University of Queensland Senate Meeting Minutes 10 December 1937 Fryer Library LG 704 S43. 
253 UQFL 250/1/5 
254 University of Queensland Senate Meeting Minutes 1935-37 Fryer Library LG 704 S43. 
255 The Telegraph 3 February 1938 p.1; The Courier-Mail 2 July 1937 p13 
256 The Couier-Mail 4 February 1938 p 16. 
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7.4 Construction 

The foundation stone had been laid on 6th March 1937 and is located today in the entrance 
foyer of the Forgan Smith Building. Two thousand people attended the ceremony, standing 
on a grassy hill in the sunshine whilst speeches were given and the stone laid with a golden 
trowel. Dr and Miss Mayne made a rare public appearance, and Dr Mayne said “I am very 
happy to be here to see the beginnings of the new buildings, but I am not going to make a 
public speech.” 257 

 
The laying of the Foundation Stone at St Lucia, 1937 

Courtesy www.library.uq.edu.au/fryer/uqmemory 

In a recess behind the stone were placed copies of the days Brisbane newspapers, and a lead 
sealed bottle containing information on the University, and three coins of the realm. The 
inscription on the stone makes no reference to Dr and Miss Mayne who made it all possible; 
it reads: 

THIS STONE WAS LAID BY  
THE HONOURABLE W FORGAN SMITH LL.D., M.L.A. 

PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
 ON MARCH 6TH 1937 

TO INAUGURATE A GREAT ADVANCE IN THE 
EDUCATION SYSTEM OF QUEENSLAND 

THE HON F A COOPER M.L.A. SEC FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
W N ROBERTSON G.M.C. C.B.E. M.B. C.M. F.R.A.C.S. F.A.C.S. VICE CHANCELLOR 

THE HON SIR JAMES BLAIR C.J.K. C.M.G.  CHANCELLOR 
J D STORY CHAIRMAN OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

C PAGE-HANIFY M.V.O. I.S.O. REGISTRAR 

Days before the laying of the stone, the Government ‘Bureau of Industry University Works 
Board’ was formally charged with constructing the University.258 Minutes of their meetings 
show the inaugural members were Chairman J R Kemp (Commissioner for Main Roads and 
Chairman of the Bureau of Industry, J B Brigden (Director Bureau of Industry), J D Story 

                                                 
257 The Telegraph Brisbane 6 March 1937 p 1 c 1 and p 19 c 1.  
258 Order in Council, included in Bureau of Industry University Works Board Minutes No 1 – 97, QSA 
 Series 18266, Item ID 341196; later minutes not found at QSA. The Courier-Mail 5 March 1937 p 14. 
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(Public Service Commissioner), E M Colledge (Undersecretary Department of Public Works) 
or his deputy A B Leven (Chief Architect Department of Public Works). Professors H C 
Richards and A C V Melbourne from the University were co-opted. E Coulter was the 
secretary.259  

Mr Kemp was appointed Coordinator General in 1939 and described as ‘the most powerful 
public servant in Queensland’.260 

An initial formal Policy was adopted by the Board and its main points were: 

 The project be regarded as employment giving and a National-Education project 

 The building work to absorb skilled labour and expenditure be met out of Loan Funds 

 The grounds work to absorb unskilled labour, and expenditure to be met from 
 Unemployment Relief Funds 

 The building to be constructed by [Department of Public Works] Day Labour 

 The main access to be via Boundary St, and over the river by bridge. 261   

Work on the grounds began in October 1937 and by February 1938, 132 men were employed 
preparing the grounds. Two newspaper photographs were published of the men working.262 

The Board met regularly and reviewed such matters as floor space requirements from the 
University Building Committee, tenders for stonework etc., and it made recommendations to 
the Premier on how to keep the project within the available funds. The Board also liaised 
with the Bridge Section of the Department of Public Works which was drawing up proposals 
for the bridge to West End. 

In 1938 there was still dissent about the chosen location amongst some members of the 
Senate. Premier Forgan Smith had to remind them that ‘it was the Government not the Senate 
that was building the University,’ and that ‘the Senate had been quite happy to take part in the 
foundation stone ceremony’.263 

Construction proper began on 7th March 1938 and the work included the later named Forgan 
Smith Building, and some, but not all of the semi-circular cloisters and buildings around the 
Great Court. The sandstone came from Wright’s quarry at Helidon.264 

The construction team used the three remaining old farmhouses for offices.265 

                                                 
259 Bureau of Industry University Works Board Minutes op.cit. 
260 ‘From Bulldust to Beef Roads and Beyond, Main Roads- The First 50 years’  Marion Diamond, Main  
 Roads  c.1970 p 62, 63. 
261 Bureau of Industry University Works Board Minutes op.cit. 
262 The Courier-Mail 5 February 1938 

The Telegraph Brisbane 10 August 1937 p 12 c 1 
263 Bryan H op cit.  p 87. 
264 Photographs on UQ/espace. 
265 QSA St Lucia New University Emergency Hospital Series 17830 Item  ID130401 File 469A Box 499 
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Main building under construction in 1938 Picture Queensland image 96027 

 

 
Main building under construction in 1940 Picture Queensland image 185519 

 

 
Main Building under construction in 1940 Picture Queensland image 185517 
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By September of 1938, £33,585 had been spent and 221 men were employed on the 
construction.266 

 

The Chancellor Sir James Blair inspected the site in February 1941 and an unnamed 
newspaper article described the state of the building then and another printed a photograph of 
part of the frontage: 

The facing of Helidon freestone and Graymere granite, freed from the skeleton of woodwork 
which cumbered the frontage…main staircase strikes a note of imposing grandeur. 
The cloisters of the main block facing the quadrangle…are well on the way to completion, a 
great deal of the plastering of the walls and ceiling has been finished and much of the parquetry 
flooring has been laid down. The parquetry made in Maryborough…includes spotted and blue 
gum. 
The two storey chemistry block [now the Steele Building] is practically complete except for the 
roof, and the first floor of the geology building, also of two storeys has been put down. 
The small army of some 300 workmen has made such progress…the building will be ready for 
an official opening in March 1943.267 

 

 
 

                                                 
266 The Courier Mail  17 November 1938 p 2 c 7. 
267 Clem Lack’s Cutting Book No. 1 p.2,  John Oxley Library, unknown newspaper c. 27 February 1941. 
 The Courier-Mail 27 February 1941 p 4 c 6. and The Telegraph 27 February 1941 p 9 c 6. 
 The Architecture and Building Journal of Queensland March 1941 p 2, QSL microfiche 0690 
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Chemistry Building 1941 from roof of main building. 

The Courier-Mail 19 April 1941 
 

7.5 World War II 

The advent of World War II reduced the labour and materials available, and late in 1941 with 
just 100 men on site work was wound down with most scaffolding, plant, workshops etc 
removed.268  

 
Late 1941 UQFL AC_P_109 

                                                 
268 QSA St Lucia New University Emergency Hospital Series 17830 Item  ID130401 File 469A Box 499; 
 Sempler Floreat  50th Anniversary edition, p.17, 1982. 
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However the buildings were sufficiently complete for the government to decide to use them 
initially for an emergency convalescent hospital with 200 beds.269 The two floors of the east 
wing which comprised a series of quite large rooms and the library basement were used and 
some beds and supplies were moved in during the first half of 1942. In order not to damage 
the stonework and other finishes a decision was made to establish the required kitchen and 
equipment and services such as refrigeration and steam boilers, in a temporary building in the 
court off the back of the Arts entry, for a cost of about £5 000.270 

 

 

 

 

 

Temporary kitchen plan 1942 QSA, and 
photograph thereof c.1945, after erection 
of an Army extension to provide W O’s 

Mess. Courtesy Australian War Memorial image 063224. 

 

By July 1942 the Government were considering the 
construction of a temporary operating theatre and 
plans were drawn up but work did not proceed.271  

 

 

 

 

 

Temporary theatre plan 1942 QSA 

                                                 
269 The Courier-Mail, 12 December 1941 p3;  3 January 1942 p 6; 13 January 1942 p 3; 6 February 1942 p 3. 
270 QSA St Lucia New University Emergency Hospital Series 17830 ID130401 File 469A Box 499; The 
Courier-Mail, 17 December 1941 p5; BCC Committee  Minutes 10 March 1942; QSA Tramways  file ID 2729; 
Moore C, The Forgan Smith. 
271 QSA St Lucia New University Emergency Hospital Series 17830 ID130401 File 469A Box 499 
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Further information on the University in wartime is available on the website 
www.publicworks.qld.gov.au/sites/qldwwiiplaces  search for postcode 4067 

Further information on Lucia during wartime is available in the Living in St Lucia (Part 2) 
Paper, and the Long Pocket Paper. 

In late 1944 Mr Story reported that even if the Army moved out at the end of that year, it 
would be two years before the buildings could be completed.274 Consideration was then given 
to moving the Industrial High School from George Street into some of the buildings.275 

Building did eventually begin again in 1946, after most of the army buildings and the 
temporary kitchen had been removed.276  

Opponents of the St Lucia location were active again after the war. The Courier-Mail in 1946 
carried a headline: Is New ‘Varsity City’s No. 1 White Elephant?’277 The article pointed out 
that building costs had doubled because of the war, and there was a shortage of materials and 
labour. The Commonwealth were funding more students as part of a post war employment 
initiative, and there was raised the policy alternative of decentralisation. The tenor of the 
article was that perhaps the University faculties should remain independent and expand in 
their diverse locations, thus making the partially completed St Lucia buildings ‘white 
elephants’. 

In early March 1948, The Sunday Mail reported that the main building was nearly complete, 
the Chemistry building was partially completed and work was continuing on the Geology 
building, with total costs expected to exceed £1,500,000, however a later estimate was of 
£2,000,000.278 

7.6  Early occupation and official opening 

In 1940 a section of the Engineering Department were accommodated on the site in the ex-
Farm School dormitory building, and the students practised their surveying around the new 
buildings.279 The Engineering Department were also the first to use part of the new buildings 
in 1946, followed in 1948 by the Department of Physical Education.280 Premier Hanlon 
officially opened the main building in May 1949, and Chemistry, Law, and Mathematics then 
moved to St Lucia.281 The students used the ex-Farm School Dormitory as the 
canteen/recreation room.282 

The St Lucia History Group negotiated with BCC to have a history information sign installed 
at the new CityCat ferry terminal in 2015: 

                                                 
274 The Courier-Mail 21 December 1944 p3 c6. 
275 QSA St Lucia New University Emergency Hospital Series 17830 ID130401 File 469C Box 499 
276 Sempler Floreat 50th Anniversary edition, p. 17, 1982; www.ozatwar.com.au aerial photograph. 
277 The Courier-Mail  19 July 1946 p 19 c 3. 
278 The Sunday Mail 21 March 1948 p 5; The Courier-Mail  7 November 1951 p 5 c 4. 
279 Conversation with Maurice McLeary and other students who were there at the time; QSA St Lucia New 
University Emergency Hospital Series 17830 Item 469A Box 499 
280 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane 1957 UQ Press Fryer Library;  
Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-49 p 615, 616; Sempler Floreat 50th Anniversary edition, 1982. 
281 Thomis M I, p.211; The Courier-Mail  6 May 1949 p 3. 
282 Personal conversation with Ms Anne Reed, ex student 1951. 
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7.7 Continuing growth 

In 1941 the University had purchased 19 acres (7.7 ha) on the west side of Mill Rd, which 
was used in later years by the CSIRO.283   

In 1945 it was reported: 

Resumption of approximately 75 acres of privately-owned land at the St Lucia University had 
been made at the request of the University Senate…for building and other purposes in 
expectation of future University expansion…284 

The land is believed to have been ‘south of Carmody Road’.285 Local residents objected to the 
resumption of 300 house Lots, and six months later the proposal was abandoned.286 Mr Cole, 
a resident of Baty St collected six hundred signatures from people living in the area objecting 
to the University taking over ‘the area of land which runs from Townley St to the Reserve’, 
but these two matters are probably not connected. 287 

The CSIRO (previously the Commonwealth Council for Scientific and Industrial Research) 
came to Queensland University in 1948 when the State Government agreed to bear the capital 
cost of establishing a laboratory at St Lucia in the Forgan Smith and Chemistry Buildings. Its 
purpose was to assist in the promotion of the development of the State’s agricultural and 
pastoral resources.288 

In 1948 the University Boat Club built: 

the biggest boat house on the river without using any materials needed in house building. The 
club bought two unused boat sheds at the Domain, and used the materials for their new shed. A 
steel pontoon was bought from Disposals.289 

Also in 1948 consideration was again being given to purchasing land at St Lucia for a 
teaching hospital, and the Department of Transport’s file include a plan to service the 
University and the hospital with a tram that would continue to Indooroopilly, through what 
today is the CSIRO/Department of Primary Industries site at Long Pocket.290 No Teaching 
Hospital transpired. 

In 1949 the State Education Minister announced that a Teachers Training College would be 
built at St Lucia on the estate of Mr Bergin on Carmody Rd.291 J F Bergin had purchased 
some 40 acres (16 ha) in the vicinity of Main Road – now Walcott Street - and Carmody 
Road in about 1911 and built Raybourne for his family (see Paper 16 Droughts Floods etc 
under Raybourne); he died in 1915 but the property remained with his wife although she 
rented it out for many years. The Government had resumed some ten acres of the Bergin land 
in 1942 with an agreement to later purchase the rest at 1942 prices if it found it required it. 

Mrs Bergin got some £6 000 for the remaining 30 acres and a lease back for life at 1/- per 

                                                 
283 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane 1957 UQ Press Fryer Library copy 
number 3 only. Coordinator General’s Department General Layout 1/11/1950 University Archives. 
284 The Courier-Mail  28 November 1945 p 5; Telegraph 13 October 1945, Sunday Mail 14 October 1945. QSA 
Tramways file ID 2729. 
285 Thomis M I, p.210 
286 The Courier-Mail  29 November 1945 p 4; 20 December 1945 p 3; 4 June 1946 p 5. 
287 Note undated circa 1968 Mrs Meikle, discussion with Mrs Cole. Ironside State School. 
288 Moore C, The Forgan Smith, 2010, p 45, POD UQ; The Worker 5 May 1947 p 7. 
289 The Courier-Mail 1 September 1948 p 5. 
290 State Archives File PRV5914, 4/69 
291 The Courier-Mail 4 February 1949, p3 c7, QSA Tramways file ID 2729. 
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annum; this subsequently expired in 1951.292 No Teachers College transpired, but the Bergin 
land is now partially occupied by Grace College and what was the Vice Chancellors Lodge. 

 
Coordinator Generals Plan 1950, Fryer Library UQFL458 b12 f3 

In 1950 the Coordinator General produced a plan which shows the above two areas, being 
parts of Portions 11 and 12, between Mill Road and Munro Street, now used for University 
and Council sporting ovals, the multi-storey car park, the warehouse, the site of the now 
demolished Vice-Chancellor’s residence built in 1971, various colleges and the Institute of 
Molecular Bioscience. 293 The plan also shows a proposed revised layout removing the direct 
approach road and lawn from the bridge, which did not go ahead. 

It is important to recognise the dramatic growth of the University since planning first began. 
In 1926 when the St Lucia site was again considered the University had about 1000 students 
at George St. When serious planning started in 1935 the number was similar, although in the 
next five years it increased 60% to 1,700. No criteria have been found for the size of the 
planned University but the initial building component was for 5,000 students.294   

With the return of soldiers from the war and the institution of repatriation scholarships, and 
scholarships for women, both accompanied by Commonwealth funding, the University grew 
by 1948 to over 4,300 students. 

                                                 
292 Melva A Welch researcher of Bergin Family – notes to SLHG 29 August 2010, and later emails. UQFL 458 
b12 f1. 
293 Address at the Official Opening of Grace College Common Room, 5 May 1979  UQFL 2189. 
294 Courier Mail 29 September 1936 p13. 
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In 1950 the University’s first full-time yet Honorary Vice-
Chancellor, J D Story (pictured 1925, courtesy Picture 
Queensland 65748) estimated that the University would 
never expand beyond 6,000 students; future growth would 
occur through decentralisation ‘in country parts’.295 In 1956 
the University had 5,300 students. In 1990 the University 
had 22,000 students; in 2005 it had grown to over 32,000 
students.296 Although not all of them are located full-time at 
St Lucia, the numbers show the ever increasing load placed 
on the campus and the suburb, far more than ever 
anticipated. 

 

 

 

 

In 1950 the press reported that work was progressing to complete the west end of the main 
building.297 In 1951 The Courier-Mail reported that whilst over £1,000,000 had been spent in 
the past fourteen years since the foundation stone was laid, work was still only proceeding 
slowly because of the war and the following shortage of materials. It estimated that another 
one million pounds would be needed to complete the initial buildings.298 

 
The Courier-Mail 26 November 1951 

                                                 
295 Thomis M op cit. p 212. 
296 The Courier-Mail 10 March 2005 p15 c 2. 
297 The Courier-Mail 7 October 1950 p.6. 
298 The Courier-Mail 26 November 1951 p2 c4. 
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In 1955 the press commissioned a series of aerial photographs of schools and educational 
buildings taken from a Naval Helicopter. The University photograph was similar to the 
following 1958 one, and notes that there were 4,409 students that year.299 

In 1957 work began on the construction of the Cunningham Laboratory for the CSIRO to the 
west of the Forgan Smith Building and it was opened in November 1859 by the CSIRO 
chairman in the presence of Prime Minister Menzies. Many photographs are held by 
CSIRO.300 

 
 
 

 

                                                 
299 The Telegraph 16 September 1955 p18 c 1. 
300 Research by A Darbyshire 2016 
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CSIRO Cunningham Laboratory 1960s 

 

The Long Pocket CSIRO Laboratories were opened in 1969 on 17 acres, replacing the 
existing laboratories at Yeerongpilly, and from 2000, those at the University.301 

In 1956 the Menzies Liberal Federal Government doubled the grant funding available but 
took a role in setting teaching and research priorities. This increased Commonwealth funding 
of scholarships, and an increasing number of students completing high school saw a doubling 
of student numbers by 1960. In 1949 the State Government had proposed to provide two 
University Colleges at Rockhampton and Townsville to ‘decentralise education’.302 Again in 

                                                 
301 SLHG Research Paper 21 CSIRO Long Pocket 
302 The Courier-Mail 6 May 1949 p 3. 
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1961 the Government committed to establishing the Townsville University College in 
1961.303 

 

1962  Social Sciences tender accepted.304 

In 1963 the University purchased the St Lucia Progress Association Hall in Sir Fred Schonell 
Drive and renamed it the Avalon Theatre; it remained in use until 2004, when it was closed 
for safety reasons.305 

In 1973 the Whitlam Labor Government increased funding so that student fees could be 
abolished, conditional on the States ceding full responsibilities for the Universities to the 
Commonwealth.  In 1989 the Hawke/Keating government re-introduced part fee-paying and 
introduced the Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS). By 2005 only 41% of funds 
were provided by the Commonwealth, the rest coming from students via HECS and from 
overseas full-fee paying students, who now make up 20% of the student numbers. 306 

                                                 
303 Fitzgerald R, Made in Queensland, A New History, p.133, 2009, University of Queensland Press. 
304 The Courier-Mail 3 March 1962 p 5 
305 Pearn N, Fotheringham R , A History of the Avalon Theatre 1921-2007, 2007, University of   
 Queensland. 
306 The Courier-Mail 8 October 2005 p28 c 5. 
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Aerial photograph c.1958 

Brisbane Images B54-A1089 

The photograph shows the physical development of the University; Carmody Rd is visible on 
the right with possibly the 1935 Boys Farm dormitory just to the left of it in the distance. 

One member of the original Carmody pioneer farming family from 1853, Joseph Francis 
McCaffrey, John Carmody’s son-in-law, was born on the farm before the University was 
built, and was educated at the local school. He went on to play a part in the initial 
establishment of the University of Queensland and became the second Registrar when it was 
based in the City. Joseph married a local girl, Margaret Louisa (Mimi) Lane in 1912, and they 
settled in Wynnum. His obituary and University tributes were published in the Courier-Mail 
in 1935 upon his unexpected death.307 In the Registrar’s office today is the original chair and 
table used by Joseph, complete with commemorative plaques.308 

There is also a plaque under a fig tree between the rear of the Zelman Cowan building and the 
large Lake: 

This tree was planted about 1890 and marks the site of the birthplace and home of  
Joseph Francis McCaffery born 25/11/1882 died 4/4/1935.  

The second Registrar of the University of Queensland 1926 - 1935. 

The Seddon Buildings were in construction in 1959: 

 
Seddon Buildings being constructed 1959; the industrial building in the background is the University 

Regiment.  QSA 14991 
 

                                                 
307 Kyle Prof W M, newspaper clippings album 1929-1935 UQFL 2139, The Courier-Mail 5 April 1935. 
308 The Courier-Mail, 5 April 1935 ‘Death of Mr J F McCaffrey’. 
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The Golden Jubilee of the University was celebrated in 1960 at a garden party in the main 
court, but unfortunately it rained and the tables had to be moved into the cloisters. 

 
Golden Jubilee 1960 

The Sunday-Mail 28 February 2010 

Several academic buildings were commissioned at the campus during the fifties and sixties as 
the University grew. Prof Thomis writes that according to Prof Keeble, by 1969 the 
University comprised a ‘hotch potch of buildings of differing architecture and design’ and 
was ‘a perfect muck-up’; this had happened as a result of a deliberate decision that the 
original Hennessy concept could not (economically) be extended beyond the half-circle. As a 
result of a review by Prof G E Roberts, a new ‘master-plan’ proposed a complete 
contradiction of the original plan by development of the area in front of the main building at 
each end. At the eastern end Roberts envisaged two library blocks, and at the western end a 
Great Hall; the Circular Drive was to become a pedestrian precinct between these buildings 
and the main building, and a one way circuit for its remainder.  

By the end of 1970, public donations of $400,000 had been received for the construction of 
the Great Hall at the western end, and the Federal and State Governments had donated 
$100,000 each. According to Vice-Chancellor Sir Zelman Cowan the 1200-seat hall would 
have an organ, and space for a choir and a full symphony orchestra. Tenders would be called 
in 1971 with completion expected in 1972.309  

Robin Gibson was appointed architect for the Great Hall, to be named the Mayne Hall in 
memory of the family who made the St Lucia campus possible. The Alumni Association and 
many generous benefactors were responsible for the furnishings, equipment and organ. 
Gibson also designed the Social Sciences Library building at the eastern end. Construction of 
the Michie Building at the western end took some years, but was completed in 1979 as the 
last link in the Hennessy half-circle, fully enclosing the Great Court.310 

                                                 
309 The Australian 16 November 1970. 
310 Thomis M I, p.355. 
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In the 1970s, Vice-Chancellor Sir Zelman Cowen attracted other bequests and donations, 
which made possible an extensive programme of landscaping and beautification of the 
grounds.311 

The 1974 floods badly affected many low-lying areas of the University: 

 

 

1974 flood overlooking the Printery and International House.312 

Vice Chancellor Brian Wilson oversaw another burst of construction in the 1980s including 
major extensions to the Priestly Building, the opening of the Alumni Teaching garden, the 
Schonell Bistro, and further beautification of the grounds. 

The advent of students driving cars to the University in the 1970s created new problems, not 
least of which was the need to progressively modify road systems to provide more pedestrian 
                                                 
311 Thomis M I, pp.347 – 9. 
312 Ex AD 
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friendly access between buildings. Despite the recent construction of multi-storey car parks, 
and improved public transport, parking continues to plague the campus and the suburb today. 

The growth of technology generally towards the end of the twentieth century, and the 
prevalence of personal computers amongst students, has lead to many changes both within 
academia and with building design and use.  

Chancellor Sir Llewellyn Edwards, Vice Chancellor Prof John Hay and State Labour Premier 
Peter Beattie, were very successful in gaining hundreds of millions of dollars of Federal, 
State and philanthropic funding in the early part of the twenty-first century. The leading 
private contributor was Mr Chuck Feeney’s Atlantic Philanthropies, Mr Feeney being a long 
term friend of the Brisbane based former champion tennis player Ken Fletcher. 

The funds were mainly used for high technology research-orientated departments and 
buildings, such as the 2003 Institute of Molecular Bioscience, the 2007 Australian Institute 
for Bioengineering and Nanotechnology, and the 2006 Queensland Brain Institute.313 

 
Molecular Bioscience Precinct 2008 which replaced the original CSIRO laboratories. 

 Courtesy UQflickr. 

The Mayne Hall was converted to the James and Mary Emelia Mayne Centre for the 
University Art Museum  in 2002, when the UQ Centre was constructed to provide a larger 
assembly space. 

The medical academics were perhaps right in their criticisms of the remoteness of St Lucia to 
Herston which despite huge advances in public transport remains a problem today. The 
cynics were certainly right about a bridge never eventuating. 

Today the University has some 40 000 students and some 6 000 staff, not all, but the vast 
majority at the St Lucia campus. The academic core area at St Lucia occupies some 116 ha 
and well over 200 000m² of usable floor area, and is the main generator of employment, 
traffic, and housing demand in the suburb.314 The remote farming community of one hundred 

                                                 
313 Fitzgerald R, Made in Queensland, A New History, 2009, University of Queensland Press, p.250 
314 The Courier Mail 14 August 2010 p. 84. 
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and fifty years ago has become a prestigious, affluent, and popular suburb because of Dr 
Mayne’s early walks, he and his sister’s benevolence, the firm decision making of Premier 
Forgan Smith, and the push of academics such as Melbourne, Robinson and Hawken.   

We can never know what Dr Mayne would think of the development of his dream.  He has a 
right to be proud; the outstanding success of the location has lead to development far in 
excess of what was contemplated in 1926 or even 1950.  However his ideas of, ‘quiet river-
banks where students could stroll the while arguing the problems that exercised their minds,’ 
and ‘acres of land for sport, the river for rowing and swimming, and the high land where 
buildings could rise’ have been accomplished.315  

 
University 2008. Courtesy uqFlickr 

 

 
University looking towards the city 2016. Grace and Cromwell Colleges in the foreground.316 

                                                 
315 Siemond R The Mayne Inheritance p 184. 
316 The Courier-Mail 16 January 2016 Real Estate supplement p 33 
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The Latin heraldic motto of the University ‘scienta ac labore’ translates as ‘By Means of 
Knowledge and Hard Work’.317 

7.8 Colleges 

Various Colleges had been operating close to the City since 1912 but needed to move when 
the University changed its location to St Lucia. Requests were made for Government to 
provide funds for their construction, but the Colleges were able to borrow up to £20 000 on 
low interest terms for their own constructions.318 In 1949 Government: 

…has approved granting of a subsidy on a £1 for £1 basis to church authorities to aid them in 
the building of new University Colleges at St Lucia.319 

Most of the religious based residential Colleges were constructed during the mid 1950s: 
Kings, Cromwell, Emmanuel, Duchesne, St John’s and St Leo’s. Grace College was 
constructed in 1970.320  The non-denominational colleges were built in the 1960s: Women’s, 
Union and International House. 

King’s College was established as a men’s college by the Methodist Church in Brisbane in 
1913, and moved to St Lucia in 1954. 

 

Kings College 1956 QSA image 16366 

                                                 
317 From internet search-engine ‘Google’. 
318 The Courier-Mail 5 September 1939 p 9. 
319 The Courier-Mail 2 February 1949 p 5. 
320 Photographs of construction dated 1950s, John Oxley Library -University Photo Collection. 
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King’s College 1960, Brisbane Images B120-30535 

In 1901 the Methodist Conference decided to send its candidates for Ministry to Queen's 
College in Melbourne. The system at Queen's of combining a theological and a university 
college became the model for King's. The University of Queensland Act was passed in 1909. 
Dr E W H Fowles, the organising secretary of the founding movement for the university, was 
also a key mover in the foundation of the College. 

On 1 March 1912, the Methodist Conference decided to establish King's College Brisbane, 
which was officially opened on 14 June 1913 at 236 River Terrace, Kangaroo Point, students 
having been in residence since March 1913. For many years, as well as providing 
accommodation for university students, King's was involved in theological education. That 
role is now undertaken by Trinity Theological College. King's is now a residential College. 
 
The transfer to the St Lucia campus began in 1954 when the college was built by M R 
Hornibrook.321 The Jubilee Wing was added in 1963. The H H Trigge Wing, added in 1960, 
was largely renovated in 1994. The David Williams Building, a gift of the late Dr David 
Williams, was opened in April 1998. The Centenary Building was opened in March 2011. 322 

Cromwell College, a Congregational Church College, was the first residential college to 
open in 1954, having acquired the land in 1951.323 Tenders were called for by Architects 
Conrad Gargett for the erection of three two-storey blocks of brick and timber construction in 
1943.324 A gift of 40 000 pounds from Mr V E Hancock and his wife Mary assisted with the 
establishment of the College. 

                                                 
321 Browne W A Man of Achievement Sir M Hornibrook 1974 
 
322 www.kings.uq.edu.au accessed 2015. 
323 Information Book Cromwell College, 1984, JOL P378.943 cro; The Courier-Mail 11 April 1951 p 6; 28 
November 1953 p 9. 
324 Courier-Mail 29 April 1953. 
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St Leo’s men’s Christian Bros Catholic College opened in Brisbane in 1917 and moved to St 
Lucia in 1961.  

 

St Leos College St Lucia  1961 QSA image 19112 
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Established in 1917 on Wickham Terrace and moving to the current site within the University 
in 1961, the College has a lengthy tradition as a welcoming Catholic academic community. St 
Leo's primary goal has been to cater for the needs of those students who are obliged to live 
away from home to attend the University of their choice. This goal is still valid with nearly 
all Australian students at St Leo's coming from outside Brisbane, extending from the far north 
(Cairns) to northern New South Wales as far south as Newcastle. The College also considers 
applicants from Catholic schools in Brisbane on a case by case basis. 

St Leo's also caters for overseas students; the balance being approximately 95% Australian 
and 5% International. Residents have a wonderful opportunity to mix and to share with 
people from a wide variety of backgrounds and histories. 

The Trustees of the College are the Catholic Bishops of Queensland. On their behalf, the 
College is administered by the Christian Brothers, of whom three are resident in the College. 
The Christian Brothers, founded by Blessed Edmund Rice in Ireland 1802, have a worldwide 
history of dedication to the care of young people, particularly in the field of education. 332 

 

The Women’s College opened in 1958 after being originally established at Kangaroo Point 
in 1914.333   

 
Women’s College 1963.  National Archives Image A1200 L43326 

 
 

The Uniting and Presbyterian Grace College for women was officially opened by His 
Excellency the Governor of Queensland and Chancellor of the University of Queensland, Sir 
Alan Mansfield KCMG, LL.B. in 1970. The buildings were dedicated by the President of the 

                                                 
332 Head MA, St Leo’s College, The Memory, 1991, Leonian Press; www.stleos.uq.edu.au accessed 2015. 
333 The Worker 3 October 1949 p 1; Brotherton H, A College is Built, 1973, Women’s College Old Collegians 
Association; The Australian Women’s Weekly 24 June 1950 p34; College website July 2015. 
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Queensland Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia, the Reverend Cyril D. 
Alcorn MBG, MA, BD, CF. 

Grace College was jointly funded by the Methodist and Presbyterian churches in Queensland 
to provide a suitable Christian environment and place of resident for young women attending 
The University of Queensland. The College is an agency of The Uniting Church in Australia 
(Qld Synod) and The Presbyterian Church of Queensland. 

.The Grace College coat of arms depicts a purple passion cross with fleur-de-lis points on a 
silver lozenge shape, which in turn surmounts a red shield. In heraldry, the lozenge or 
diamond shape was associated with women, while the cross represents Christianity. The 
fleur-de-lis symbolizes Jesus Christ.334  

 

The University Union College opened in July1965 and was designed by James Birrell; it is 
listed on the Queensland Heritage Register 602504. From the College website 2015: 335 

The Union College building at The University of Queensland campus was built in five major 
stages between 1964 and 1972. Union College comprises of several buildings. The two main 
buildings are linear in form and have an extruded appearance. The facilities block is a single-
storey building, which flows through underneath the lower storey of the residential block. 
The structure has a steel sheeted roof supported by an off-form concrete portal frame infilled 
with Mt Coot-tha bluestone. The ceilings are lined with strawboard and the joinery is 
blackbean. There is a distinctive brick fireplace with four arched openings over a central 
hearth. 

There are courtyards formed between the angles of the buildings. Raised areas set with trees 
and surrounded by bluestone retaining walls preserve original hillocks on the site. The 
existing major trees have been supplemented by plantings of other trees, shrubs and flowering 
plants. 

The Residential block is a three-storey building supported on off-form concrete pilotis. The 
plan form of the building follows different angles, facing variously north-east, east and north, 
creating courtyards that contain large mature trees and gardens. The pilotis support dark 
manganese brick internal walls. Open stairwells with off-form concrete external balustrades 
are located at regular intervals along the building. Windows are metal framed, with the 
original windows composed of a large panel spanning the window space at the top with two 
smaller windows below. 

 
 

                                                 
334 Address at the Official Opening of Grace College Common Room, 5 May 1979, UQFL 2189; 
www.grace.uq.edu.au accessed July 2015 
335 Schiavo J, Union College A History, 1997, Union College University of Queensland; www.uq.edu.au/union 
accessed 2012 
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The Rotary Club of St Lucia was involved with all the Brisbane Rotary Clubs in the 
establishment of the International House Residential College on the University.  The 
project was intended to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of Rotary in 1905, 
and Bert Martin, District Governor in 1955 was the instigator.  The first three buildings took 
ten years of hard work by many people to reach fruition, and were opened in 1965 at a cost of 
about £160,000.336 Further extensions have been carried out since. 

 

From the College website July 2015: 

In 1954, Rotarian Bert Martin accepted the challenge of initiating a significant project for the 
50th Anniversary of Rotary International. The project was to establish an International House 
style accommodation at the University of Queensland.  Martin believed that both local and 
overseas students could benefit from a shared experience of university life by living and 
studying together. 

The organisations supporting the concept were the University of Queensland, the State 
Government, the City of Brisbane, Rotary and other Service Clubs, the Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Queensland Country Women’s Association. It was slow going from 1954 
to 1962, but on June 15th 1963 Sir Alan Mansfield, administrator of Queensland, unveiled 
the foundation stone of the college. 

During 1964 the Warden Ivor Cribb and 4 resident tutors were appointed, and 59 male 
students were selected to take up residence. By 1965 Towers A, B, C and D, Martin Hall and 
the Warden’s House had been completed. By 1966 Towers E and F were ready to be 
occupied, with G Tower (the ‘girl’s block’) opening in 1969. 

By 1970, 151 students (undergraduate and post graduate) were housed. Residents found the 
college’s multicultural and coeducational ethos an attractive alternative to the other 
residential colleges, and quickly became respected members of the community of colleges. 
The administration block was completed in 1986. 

                                                 
336 Shaw B From Many Nations: a history of International House 1995 University of Queensland Press,  
 courtesy Fryer Library UQ;  The Courier-Mail 10 March 1964, p.7.c.2; also 
www.internationalhouse.uq.edu.au accessed July 2015. 
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Additional towers completed since 1998 include H and I, followed by the two self-catered 
post graduate Towers J and K. Currently a total of 240 residents reside at International House 
and represent between 30 and 40 nationalities. The latest addition in 2009 was I-House, I-
Plaza and new office facilities. 

The Board of Governors established in 1963 managed the administration of the college, and 
currently it is the Board of Management that sets the strategic direction for the college. 

International House is supposedly writing a book about the history of International House 
from 1965-2015 with reflections on building this global community. The book was due to  be 
published in 2015 as part of IH’s 50 Year Golden Anniversary. 

 

No further student accommodation was built at the University (although some colleges were 
extended), until 2010 when the commercially owned and operated Unilodge was built on 
Walcott Street.337 

In 2016 The University announced that a $251 million Student Residence was to be 
constructed for 1300 students.338 

                                                 
337 www.Unilodge.com.au accessed September 2010. 
338  The Courier-Mail 4 June 2016 classified p8 


