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These notes on Charles Street and his family are the basis of the talk given at the Indooroopilly and 

District Historical Society Meeting in November 2019. This was a joint presentation with Ron Hamer 

and Andrew Darbyshire examining the history of Portion 683. I acknowledge the help and resources 

provided by Judith Slaughter and Sally Hinton 

Janet Spillman April 2019 
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Charles Street, 
a shopkeeper of nineteenth century Brisbane  

Charles Street was the first owner of Portions 677, 680, 683 and 685 in what would become Indooroopilly and 

Taringa, land which later became valuable when Moggill Road and the railway became the essential lines of 

communication in Brisbane’s west. He also invested in land at Cecil Plains. 1 

               

Charles Street and Elizabeth Stanton 

(Courtesy Sally Hinton) 

Charles was a Devon man, born in 1823 the youngest of the nine offspring of Hugo Street, a Barnstaple 

maltster, and his wife Elizabeth Dallyn. He appears to have been close to his sister Harriet who married a 

Bristol linen draper, John Mabyn, in 1837. Charles Street named his second daughter Harriet Mabyn Street in 

honour of this sister.2 

Charles had emigrated to the United States by 1847 when he married Elizabeth Stanton, the sixteen year old 

daughter of a Bristol-born coal merchant. Elizabeth had moved to New York in 1835 with her parents, her sister 

Isabella and her brother John, and while the family lived in Brooklyn Heights, her father worked in New York.  

On 2 August 1850 the US Federal Census shows Elizabeth and Charles Street living in Ward 3 of the City of 

Brooklyn, in Kings County, New York. He was a clerk, and they had a one year old daughter, Elizabeth, born 

in New Jersey.  



 
Charles Street, a shopkeeper of 19th Century Brisbane    Page 3 of 25 
Janet Spillman  April 2019 

 

 

Elizabeth Street and first born Elizabeth Stanton Street (1849-1922). Charles and Elizabeth went on to have  

five other living children Harriet Mabyn (1853-1907), Joan Locke (1855-1894), Charles (1860-1944), Jane 

Gertrude (1860-1951) and John Stanton (1869-1903), as well as two girls who died in infancy 

(Courtesy Judith Slaughter) 

By 1860, when the US Federal census was taken again, life had changed for the young couple. Charles Street 

was now a merchant and they lived in the village of Sing Sing, in Ossining  in the County of Westchester in the 

State of New York. Twelve year old Elizabeth now had two sisters, Harriet, aged seven, and Joan, five, all of 

whom attended school. Their brother Charles was two months old. The census showed that they employed a 

coachman and three other servants. In July 1860, they bought Lot 590 in the village of Wakefield, Westchester, 

and in December later that year sold four lots in the village to Elizabeth’s parents, for $600. 3 

The family returned to England and then travelled to Brisbane, departing on the Flying Cloud on 27 December 

1865. They were lucky to be making the voyage in saloon class in a comfortable migrant ship.  

After Queensland became a separate colony in 1859, its government promoted immigration to boost the new 

colony’s economic growth, offering incentives to ship owners and people able to pay their passage out, as well 

as those able to sponsor an immigrant. For every adult immigrant, the government would provide a land order, 

thereby populating the country without draining its meagre resources. Land was one asset that Queensland held 

in abundance, but as the new government was to find, most newcomers didn’t want to farm their land. 

Preferring to find work in the towns, they sold their land orders, fuelling a speculative boom that lowered the 

value of land. The circulation of a large number of land orders resulted in a drastic reduction in the sale of 

crown lands, on which the Colony relied for its revenue. 
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The new government appointed an Emigration Agent for England. Henry Jordan was an MLA for Brisbane in 

the new parliament, and after resigning his seat, took up his post in London in 1861. He entered into a contract 

with the Black Ball Line, a Liverpool company, whereby each free and assisted immigrant conveyed to 

Queensland earned the company a land order worth £18.  

Migrant ships were a place of hardship. Cramped and dark accommodation, food and water shortages and 

extreme boredom all made the journey a trial of endurance. Once they rounded the Cape of Good Hope, the 

ships made fast progress in the Roaring Forties, but gales kept the passengers battened down below hatches for 

days on end, in a dark and stifling environment where cooking and sanitation arrangements were primitive. 

Outbreaks of typhoid could kill many, but measles and scarlatina also affected children.  

The Street family travelled in the Flying Cloud, a schooner built in America to carry immigrants and supplies to 

the Californian goldfields. By 1857, the forty-niner gold rush was over and America was hit by a severe 

depression that forced the shipowners to sell to British interests. The Black Ball Line bought several fast 

clippers, including the Flying Cloud. Unlike earlier Black Ball immigrants, the Streets travelled under 

reasonable conditions because passengers had protested about both the land order system and the Black Ball 

management for its profiteering at the expense of passengers. The government threw the carriage of immigrants 

open to tender and later renegotiated the terms of the contract with the Black Ball Line.4 

 

The Flying Cloud was a clipper, a narrow built schooner with three masts and a square rig. Because they had a 

large total sail area relative to their bulk weight, the clippers revolutionised international shipping with their 

speed. The Flying Cloud held the world record for the fastest sailing journey between New York and San 

Francisco for over a hundred years, between 1854 and 1989 

(State Library of Queensland 19316) 
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Like the Streets, William Pearl and his family boarded the Flying Cloud in December 1865, suffering first gales 

in the English Channel and then an outbreak of measles that killed two children. William Pearl noted that there 

were only six deaths during the voyage, five of whom were infants. It is no wonder that Captain Morgan was 

pleased, and received letters of thanks from the saloon and second class passengers. Credit for the ship’s health 

record must also go to its doctor, its matron, and the man who appointed them. It had been known for years that 

where a shipping line appointed and controlled the ships’ doctors, health outcomes suffered. Some doctors were 

known to be drunkards, apathetic, or neglectful, while some ships’ masters treated surgeons with contempt, and 

interfered in the performance of their duties. In 1863, it was decided that the medical officers should be 

appointed by Henry Jordan, Queensland’s Emigration Agent in London.  Jordan persuaded the colony’s 

Colonial Secretary that pay rates would have to be improved if men of good character and skill were to be 

employed. He also persuaded the owners of the Black Ball Line that the ships’ surgeon was to take 

responsibility for the discipline and management of passengers, with the Company’s captain and crew 

responsible only for the sailing of the ship. Moreover the surgeon was empowered to appoint from among the 

passengers certain ‘subordinate officers,’ namely the steward, school master, sub-matrons, the cook’s assistant 

and the hospital assistant. As a result, most migrants had a relatively pleasant journey. 5  

William Pearl listed the problems and successes of the Flying Cloud’s journey. The baker’s oven proved 

useless but bread was baked in the cook’s oven during the night and always turned out well. The cook was 

incompetent and had to be replaced. The accommodation was “sufficient”: she leaked along the waterways and 

some families had to be found new berths in other parts of the ship. The ventilation was tolerably good. 

The matron was responsible for the care and supervision of children, and of the single women travelling alone. 

These unmarried ladies had to retire to their own sleeping quarters before dark, at a time fixed by the surgeon 

superintendent, and could only be visited by other women. The surgeon could attend them if accompanied by 

the matron. The matron’s main role was to keep them occupied, so she had a box of sewing materials that she 

could distribute to any females, keeping the completed articles and distributing them to the people who had 

made them provided they had been of good behaviour during the voyage. The matron also had to teach the girls 

to sew and to read a passage from the Bible every day, but was not allowed to comment or interpret the 

readings. 

The school master was supplied with books, slates and writing materials, as well as book prizes to be awarded 

on arrival in Australia, for those children who had studied conscientiously for five hours a day. In the evenings 

he ran classes for adults. For some, this may have been their first chance to learn to read and write. 

The steward acted as policeman, maintaining order and strict morality by prohibiting intoxicating drinks among 

the passengers. All steerage passengers were accommodated between decks, with berths for married people in 

the stern, which was divided into cabins holding ten to twelve people. One of these cabins held the eleven 

single women, while another was fitted out as a hospital for the women and children. Young men were 
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accommodated to the fore, separated from the married quarters by an area where cargo which had broken loose 

was stowed.6 

 

The Passengers’’ Contract Ticket for the “Black Ball” Australian Passenger Line of Clipper Packets included 

a land order warrant on the right. Once passengers had paid their ticket price in full and the Black Ball Line 

stamped the certificate, they detached the warrant and sent it, with proof of the age of the children, to Henry 

Jordan, the Agent-General for Emigration 

(Queensland State Archives Item ID 1639127, Digital Image ID 21817) 

 
As a man paying the passage for himself and his wife and six children, Charles Street was entitled to £30 land 

orders for himself, his wife and his older daughters, Elizabeth and Harriet. These, together with the £15 orders 

for each of the four younger children, enabled him to secure four large blocks of land in the Parish of 

Indooroopilly, Portions 677, 680, 683 and 685, comprising a total of more than 200 acres.7 

Once in Brisbane in 1866, the Street family settled into a house at North Quay. Charles was a draper and 

established his business in extensive premises in Brisbane’s Queen Street. Two years earlier, Queen Street had 

suffered three fires, the worst of which broke out on 1 December 1864. Brisbane had no reticulated water 

supply at the time, and most buildings were of wood, so attempts to fight the fire failed to save fifty houses and 

a number of businesses, including four drapery shops.  Within a couple of hours, the most valuable site  in 

Brisbane was reduced to a heap of smouldering ruins, but the good news was that most of the retailers had 

insurance for their stock. The buildings opposite the Australian Joint Stock Bank, on the east face of Queen 
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Street between Creek and Edward Streets, were known as Refuge Row, where the shopkeepers of the 1860s 

were forced to put up shanties after fires had reduced the number of vacant shops available for a new business. 

Charles Street opened his drapery in June1866 in a Queen Street shop opposite the Guardian office 8 

 

 

Initially, Street’s business prospered. He made good money selling the latest fashions imported as cargo on the 

Flying Cloud, and went on to make wide ranging imports of clothes and household goods. By November 1869, 

his advertisements boasted that ‘the magical change is effected.’ Charles Street’s premises now extended across 

three shops opposite the Government Savings Bank in Queen Street. Street’s ambitions for his shop extended to 

the employment of high class milliners, with an advertisement  asking, simply, ‘If  a bonnet, why an ugly one?’ 

According to this advertisement, years of experience in catering for the highest personages in England and on 

the Continent of Europe, and the consequent cultivation of taste, entitled Streets to offer bonnets with a certain 
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something in the artistic arrangement, a certain  Je ne sais quoi. His bonnets were not blemished from display 

in the shop window, or by frequent trying on, and while they were simple, his materials were of the very best. 

His millinery artistes were highly skilled.9 

 

Charles Street was soon drawn into the political life of Brisbane. As a freeholder, he was eligible to vote in the 

electorate of Fortitude Valley. He was also drawn into conflict with the Brisbane Half-Holiday Association, an 

organisation keen to persuade shopkeepers to close their doors at 1pm on Saturdays. It was Thomas Finney, co-

owner of Street’s very profitable competitor, Finney Isles & Co, who tried to stop the practice of keeping shop 

assistants working in the hot, unhealthy atmosphere of Brisbane’s shops from eight in the morning until near 

midnight. When Charles Street was the last to agree that shorter working hours did not necessarily mean less 

productive power, a deputation visited him to persuade him to close his doors on Saturday afternoon. His letter 

to the editor of the Brisbane Courier explained that he kept his doors open because he could not afford to close 

the shop. ‘So long as the public will buy, some shop or other will supply them.’ He freely admitted that the 

shops stayed open too late on a Saturday night, but argued that this would not change while it was profitable to 

stay open. It seems that he later joined an agreement to close early on Saturdays, as he later withdrew when 

other shopkeepers extended their hours.10 

 

Street’s war of words with other shopkeepers over Saturday late night trading. By 1879, Thomas Finney 

 had persuaded other drapers to adopt early closing on Saturdays, asking shoppers to complete 

 their purchases by 9 pm.11 
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Having spent £300 decorating the interior of his shop, Charles Street tried to use the street entrance for 

marketing  purposes. As a result, he and the other shopkeepers of Queen Street were summoned to the Brisbane 

Police Court. As he reported it, in a letter to the Brisbane Courier, they were to be chastised like naughty boys, 

this time at the instance of His Worship the Mayor.  

But I trust, for the dignity of Queen Street, that we shall all appear with clean faces and dry eyes. It is 

not pretended that we drapers, for instance, obstruct the footpath or that we commit any nuisance; but 

we are summonsed because we hang a few goods on bars attached close to the windows and doors of 

our establishments. I know very well that the bye-laws say we mustn’t do it; but I also know, to quote 

the language of a classic author, that the bye-law in this respect is an h----ass. The bye- laws, however, 

say some things which are not foolish, and very likely our general inspector had his instructions 

accordingly.  

The bye-laws say that there must not be any bad smells in Brisbane arising from &c, &c, and yet I find 

it necessary very often to hold my nose at night, when I pass the police barracks in George Street on 

my way home. 

The bye-laws say that horses must not be allowed to run loose within the municipality, and yet only a 

few days ago I saw a boy very narrowly escape being run over by a dozen of them. Bulls there are in 

plenty running around at night, to the terror of women and children; and stray goats at all hours; even 

dead cats are seen for days together in gutters, and plenty more of that sort of thing. But these matters 

no doubt are too trifling to be attended to. 

The bye-laws also, in ridicule one would almost imagine, give directions about sweeping the footpaths. 

Yet the pathway from the Civet Cat in Queen Street to the corner of Albert Street, including the 

property of which His Worship the Mayor is the reputed owner, is nothing but a mud and dust 

abomination, and would be a disgrace to any community. 

 Seriously, Mr Editor, I do not think that there is at the present time any other municipal body that 

would so outrage a respectable number of citizens on so frivolous a protest….12 

As a businessman, Charles Street knew the value of good publicity. When the case finally came before the 

bench, the magistrates were of the opinion that they had no power to order the forfeiture of the goods, and 

dismissed the case, but they did caution the defendants that exposing their goods on the footpath offered a 

temptation to thieves.13 

Charles Street’s arrival in Australia on 30 April, 1866 meant he set up a new business just before an 

international economic downturn, a recession triggered by the collapse of banks and companies in England. 

The collapse of Overend-Gurney and the ensuing crisis of 1866 was a turning point in British financial history. 

The Bank of England refused to offer financial assistance to Overend Gurney, creating panic in the market. The 
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bank responded by lending freely and raising the bank rate to very high levels, creating a new willingness to 

offer financial help in a time of crisis, and establishing the pound sterling as the international currency.14 

The fallout from this global financial crisis was felt keenly in Queensland, a colony recently separated from 

New South Wales, with new government institutions, a need for infrastructure spending, and no money in its 

treasury. From separation in 1859, the Queensland government had been paying for new roads and railways, 

immigration programmes and essential services, by borrowing in England. The Herbert Government’s loan 

with the Union Bank failed in 1864 when it failed to place more than £300,000 of debentures. The Macalister 

government then negotiated a loan with the Sydney agent of Britain’s Agra and Masterman’s Bank for £50,000 

per month pending the negotiation of a loan of a million pounds to enable the Colony to carry out essential 

works When that bank was unable to fulfil the loan because it was involved in the failure of the British firm 

Overend, the government announced that it would issue unsecured notes. The Governor intervened to prevent 

the government from printing money. To add to the crisis, the Bank of Queensland collapsed. The Macalister 

Government resigned, and Governor Bowen asked George Herbert and George Raff to run an interim 

administration. The fallout of these crises meant that unemployment, unpaid bills and the bankruptcies of their 

creditors destroyed many Queensland businesses. 

Queensland’s economic crisis had both international and local causes.  The new colony’s administration had 

hoped to build the economy on land sales, immigration, and the continued prosperity of the pastoral sector. 

Government had become increasingly active in its support for the pastoral and agricultural sectors, promoting 

developmental railways and closer settlement, while manufacturing and trade were left to their own devices. 

The Queensland economy contracted from 1864. The pastoral industry was over-capitalized, so when farmers 

suffered stock disease, droughts and low prices during the 1860’s, the banks and mortgage companies that were 

predominantly under the control of British investors took over many farms and stations. 15 

Charles Street continued to ply his trade, but unpaid bills must have started mounting up. Queensland’s 

economic downturns of 1866 and 1873 meant that many businesses lost money and became insolvent, each 

leaving in turn a string of unpaid debts. Charles was forced to employ a solicitor and a barrister to argue his 

case in the Supreme Court when A.J. Kosvitz became insolvent owing him £200; legal fees compounded the 

problem of debts owed. In July 1872, he transferred Portion 683 of his Indooroopilly land to his wife Elizabeth, 

but she died of tuberculosis in September 1873.16 

Despite his financial problems, Street built up the services offered in his drapery, providing milliners and 

seamstresses to cut and fit clothing. By 1874 he owed £6000, and was declared insolvent, forfeiting his land at 

Cecil Plains. His estate was assigned to George Harris and Robert Stewart, who sold Elizabeth’s deceased 

estate, including Portion 683. After a clearing sale in the assigned estate of the insolvent Charles Street, during 

October 1874, the first dividend, of ten shillings in the pound, was paid at the offices of Messrs Scott, Dawson 
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and Stewart. John Forsyth & Co. conducted a further clearance sale of the stock in November 1874, releasing 

the money for a second dividend of one shilling and six pence for every pound of debt, paid in May 1875.17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles continued his drapery business, now operating under 

the banner of Charles Street and Co. He reopened for 

business on Saturday 6 November in the same premises in 

Queen Street, two doors from the Joint Stock Bank., opposite 

the General Post Office.  An advertisement of 1876 claimed 

that the retail outlet operated as a cooperative, providing a 

service to customers by selling goods on behalf of British 

manufacturers.18 

 

From 1875, Advertisements for Charles Street and Company, Cooperative Drapers and Outfitters, always 

offered goods at a ‘very slight advance on English costs.’ Moreover, ‘the public may rest assured that C. 

Street’s arrangements are so perfected that, while none can undersell him, the utmost politeness and attention 

will be shown to all classes of customers.’ Charles Street rarely used the same advertisement twice, offering 

new inducements with each new week. ‘Keep cool! Go to Streets and save money!’ ‘Best quality blankets 

almost given away.’ ‘All the new shapes in Straw Hats, and several styles exclusively to them, are now being 

offered at the smallest possible prices.’ ‘PRICES ASTONISH EVERYONE.’ It would appear that Street was 

selling cut price goods, because of his straitened circumstances, and because he had found a market for cheap 
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goods. But despite his financial problems, Charles Street never lost sight of the need to present the business 

well. The reporter for the Queenslander noted that amongst the displays for Christmas 1877, ‘Charles Street 

was a credit to Queen Street.’ 19 

 

Contemporary Queen Street businesses (Above) R.A Kingsford’s drapery in Queen Street in 1870, with Fegan’s 

grocery store to the left.20and (Below) William Boag’s 1872 picture shows the shops opposite the Australian 

Joint Stock Bank, on the east face of Queen Street, between Creek and Edward Streets. The building at left, 

which adjoined the General Post Office, was erected in 1867. Joints of meat are clearly visible in F. Ramsay’s 

butcher shop, built in 1872. Street’s shop was opposite the GPO.21 
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In July 1876, Charles Street & Co. advertised a new business, based in his Cosmopolitan Warehouse in Queen 

Street, a business run under the cooperative system rather than a profit making venture. Cooperatives were 

usually owned and operated by consumers, but in this case it appears that Street was in business with 

manufacturers who were looking to sell large quantities of goods at a very reasonable price.22 

Charles Street enjoyed writing advertisements. He also wrote a piece about a rich mining field in Vancouver, 

Carribou, for insertion in an Almanac tastefully printed in red and blue by the Brisbane Courier. Given away at 

Christmas 1871 by the Cosmopolitan Warehouse, Street’s Metropolitan Almanac offered the varied mix of 

calendar, diary and information, typical of almanacs presented by retailers and tradesmen to valued customers. 

Professional almanacs produced by Slater, Pugh or Gordon & Gotch were offered for sale. 23 

It was Charles Street’s Christmas ads of 1877 and 1878 that showed he could do satirical short stories. Anthony 

Trollope’s novels were popular through the English speaking world, but it was his book of 1862 that prompted 

countless references in the Australian press. The struggles of Brown, Jones and Robinson is Trollope’s satirical 

attack on the abuses of advertising. Told by one of the firm, it is the tale of a foolhardy junior partner in an ill-

fated haberdashery store. When young George Robinson set up in business with a retired butter dealer, Mr 

Brown, and Brown’s son-in-law Mr Jones, Mr Brown turns out to be too timid, and Mr Jones is a swindler who 

leads the company into shady dealings and bankruptcy. Robinson had been a bill sticker, and as a partner in the 

firm wanted to spend its entire capital on advertising, to ‘broadcast through the metropolis on walls, omnibuses, 

railway stations, little books, pavement chalking, porters’ backs, gilded cars, and men in armour.’ Although 

Robinson’s devotion to advertising is the target of Trollope’s satire, he is a sympathetic character, and Street 

drew on Trollope’s book to write of A Christmas experience in Brisbane: an oft-told tale.  

Brown had wandered in from the Logan, Jones from Charters Towers, and Robinson from the Never-
Never country. These three friends, unexpectedly meeting at a boarding house in town, naturally 
indulge in a gossip about old times. Brown, however, remembering his wants, suddenly exclaims: 
“Excuse me, boys, I must be off and get a rig out, for I feel awfully shabby. 

“Ditto,” says Jones. 

“Ditto,” says Robinson. 

So Brown, knowing his way about town, started at once for ‘STREET’S.’ 

Jones cunningly thought he’d like to look about for a bit. 

And Robinson, while meditating about things in general, lay on the sofa and fell asleep. 

“Do the thing in your usual style,” says Brown to Street, “and I shall be satisfied.” 

In twenty minutes, without fuss or nonsense, Brown was transmogrified into a perfect gentleman. Coat 
a la mode. Trousers and vest ditto. Fashionable hat, perfectly fitting shirt, socks that were a comfort to 
Brown’s tender toes. Elastic Belt, and a cambric handkerchief daintily peeping out of his manly bosom. 

What’s the damage?” says Brown. 

“Altogether £2 17s 6d.” 
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Everything being marked in plain figures at STREET’S, Brown totted it up, found it to be correct, and 
paid the cash. 

At dinner time, the three friends met again and at the sight of Brown, Jones felt bad. He too had got a 
rig out- and such a rig! His trousers hung like bags down at the heels, his waistcoat kept tickling the 
tips of his ears, his shirt was a comical arrangement, and his coat looked as though “Our Uncle” had 
preserved it for him since the previous Christmas. Jones was in pain too. He had speculated in a new 
pair of boots, and the lumps in his socks he had bought, lamed him terribly. 

“Brown!” gasped Jones, “do you mean to say that you bought those beautifully fitting clothes ready 
made?” 

“Yes,” says Brown, “I got them at Streets,” naming the price. 

“What a fool I have been,” says Jones, “the shop looked right enough, and the shopman said the stuff 
was good, and that they’d fit me elegantly. I always get sold,” sighed poor Jones, “it’s just my luck.” 

Now Robinson, who had been silently rubbing his eyes all this time, suddenly spoke up. “Mates,” says 
he, “I’ve known for the last twelve years, and I have heard hundreds say, that if you want a good thing 
in the way of clothes for man or boy, at a fair price, you must go to Charles Street and Co: that, you 
know, is the name over the shop. I haven’t been in Brisbane, however, for better than two years, and 
don’t know exactly what part of Queen-street Street’s new place is in. Say, Brown, where is Street’s 
new shop? 

“Robinson, and gentlemen all,” says Brown, gravely addressing the hungry guests. “if you have money 
to draw from that palace called the Australian Joint Stock Bank, you can carry it from there right into 
Street’s for it’s only two doors off; and some wise fellow has had the sense to build a new Royal 
Exhibition Arcade right opposite Street’s shop, so there’s no mistaking it. “My opinion is,” continued 
Brown, “that that clothing concern in London has done the trick for Street. You see, he has been agent 
for ever so many years for the London West End Clothing Company, and no clothing in the world 
equals that company’s. They are better than bespoke. By all means go to Street’s,” says Brown. 

“You bet,” says Robinson, winking his left eye, at the same time unkindly making a face at poor Jones, 
who, bewailing his misfortune, sits moodily alone, disconsolate, in a corner.24 

At least one man in Brisbane liked this extended advertisement, and when Christmas 1878 brought a sequel to 

the newspapers, it is Jones, ‘who is a handsome, well-built fellow, suffering neither from  tooth ache, headache, 

pocket ache, nor rheumatism’ whose unhappiness had been noted during the Christmas holiday of the previous 

year. ‘Jones had bought a new suit of clothes, and they fitted him badly; he wanted good tweed, and he got 

shoddy... he envied the elegant turn-out of Brown and Robinson.’ Moreover, Jones was suffering the pangs of 

unrequited love. Maria was the niece of the boarding housekeeper, a ‘young creature of some thirty-eight 

summers, frolicksome as a kitten, and blooming as a ripe tomato.’ 

Maria had been for some days now sort of sidling up to Jones.  Jones was from the Hodgkinson, and 
Maria knew it; Jones had a good claim there, so Maria had heard; Jones had  plenty of loose cash, 
which was visible to Maria; so she tutored her susceptible young heart, and it melted under the glow of 
Jones’ lustrous eyes, and it soon came to pass that Maria promised to become Mrs Jones. “I will make 
your home on the Hodgkinson a happy one, dear,” she said to him one day, “a miniature paradise, 
containing all the etcetera’s.” 

In vain did Brown, who was from the Never-Never country, and never did anything rash, whisper to 
Jones, “Beware!” In vain did Robinson, our old Stanthorpe friend, tell Jones that Maria was a humbug! 
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“Stand from under, mate,” he would say to him. But who ever yet had influence with a mature man in 
love; so the marriage was arranged. 

“Go to Street’s” Jones said to her one day, “and get all you want. I’ll pay for it!” So Mrs Maloney and 
Maria went to Street’s, and the female bystanders who saw them on his joyous wedding morning were 
in raptures, never before had they seen such elegance. “It’s plain to see what shop rigged them out,” 
they all exclaimed. 

Charles Street saw his country friends on their next annual visit to Brisbane.  

“Shall we again this Christmas shake by the hands our old friends Brown, Jones and Robinson? How is 
it with them! Let us hope no buck jumper has thrown, no wild bullock gored, our staid old Brown. Let 
us hope, too,” we said, “that Jones’ matrimonial responsibilities will not prevent his usual visit at this 
season. And Robinson, let us trust all is well with him.” 

Judge our delight, therefore, when a few mornings ago, we saw enter our shop, Brown, Jones and 
Robinson. “Here we are again, “they all exclaimed. “And none the worse for wear!” added Jones. 

An hour soon passed away in friendly gossip. Then we asked, “What kind of clothes will you have this 
time, Mr Brown? And you, Mr Robinson, will you have a cutaway coat?” 

“Look here, Street,” Brown replied, no questions. You know best. We leave it all to you.”25 

Aided by the flow of advertising, Street’s drapery business continued through the late 1870s; like other shops, 

he regularly proclaimed unbeatable price cuts and sales offers, emphasising the quality of the goods for sale and 

their value for money. He continued to make repayments to his creditors, with a third dividend of a shilling in 

the pound in April 1877, two shillings in the pound in November 1877, eight pence in the pound in May 1879, 

and an eighth and final dividend of six pence in the pound in July 1882.  The retail venture eventually ended in 

1879, with the sale of the shop lease, fixtures and fittings. William Munce, acting as trustee for Street’s 

bankrupt estate, managed the final sales.26 

Charles Street had his share of bad customers, appearing in court, first in 1871, and  then again in 1878, to 

testify that defendants had paid for goods with a forged cheque.27  

Throughout these difficult times, Street showed a keen interest in Queensland’s development. He contributed to 

a discussion carried out in the editorial pages of the Brisbane Courier, regarding the best way to pay for 

transport infrastructure.  In 1863 the Minister for Lands and Works, Arthur Macalister, decided that in view of 

the difficulty of raising capital for joint stock companies, Government would need to take out a loan to build 

Queensland’s railways. An editorial in the Brisbane Courier of 1874 argued that the best method of building a 

railway would follow the US example. The Illinois Central Railway was financed by a series of land grants 

from the government to the company: as work proceeded, the railroad company paid for its outgoings by selling 

land beside the track. Charles Street supported this method of financing railways, but the Queensland 

Government continued to draw down loans from British banks to pay for the work.28 

He also had an opinion on how Brisbane would pay for covered drains. Every year Street paid £5 for the drain 

that removed local watercourses, even though his store was not affected by any runoff. He objected to the 
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principle of paying for extra drains that would clear Fortitude Valley, arguing that a general drainage rate was 

preferable to special charges for premises near creeks.29 

Meanwhile, Charles Street had reinvented himself as an investment adviser, specialising in gold shares at a time 

when the mines at Gympie and Charters Towers were making good yields. Mining ventures were no longer 

owned by individuals or partners, but by companies that needed sophisticated equipment. Although the Gympie 

gold rush of 1867 brought small groups of miners to work alluvial gold, by mid-1868 the watercourses were 

worked out. The mining syndicates now located gold-bearing reefs, digging underground into hard rock to 

extract the quartz ore and raise it to the surface where it was crushed to extract the gold. This involved 

considerable outlay not only on the windlass or other raising mechanisms needed to bring the ore to the surface, 

but also on a battery where the ore was crushed, and a retort where the gold particles could be collected and 

heated to separate the gold from the mercury. Gympie’s shallow reefs were highly productive, and because the 

yields were publicised in the Nashville Times, the general public was able to take shares in the syndicates, with 

the full knowledge of meetings, the capital that was raised, machine construction, and the delivery of ore. After 

1875, Gympie’s mining companies used steam-driven winding machines to raise ore from greater depths. A 

speculative boom in gold shares followed the discovery of major reefs, but local floods and economic 

depression during the 1890s slowed mining development.30 

 

Charles Street in later life 

(Courtesy Sally Hinton) 

In July 1881, Charles Street spent two weeks in Gympie, using official sources to list the field’s 110 mining 

companies, including forty-three that had sprung into existence in the last six weeks. He noted that many long 
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abandoned workings had been floated into limited liability companies, whose expenditure on reef mining 

equipment might be expected to make a good return on investment.  As a lot of new claims had been pegged, 

he suggested that at least some of these would strike reef gold. Although Gympie was home to reputable share 

brokers, he noted that these were setting up agencies in Brisbane and Sydney to sell gold shares. He offered his 

services to Brisbane investors, initially by providing regularly updated lists of all Gympie’s registered 

companies. Every day he set up placards in his office in Queen Street’s Central Chambers over Jeffries’ 

Musical Warehouse, placards that showed the daily calls, dividends and forfeitures on mining shares. He took 

out newspaper advertisements listing the parcels of Gympie scrip that were for sale, and passed on information 

received daily by telegraph. He reported weekly trends, times of trading frenzy that saw sharp price rises, and 

the collapse of dividends, but most of his reports passed on the information received from the gold field: the 

reefs discovered, the equipment purchased, the dividends paid. Investors relied on the veracity of reports 

contained in the telegrams received from the mining companies. February 1882 saw him acting as broker for a 

new Charters Towers gold mining company.31  

From 1868, James Farley bought and sold gold shares from a room in his brother’s Mining Exchange Hotel in 

Gympie, and by 1881 there were several accredited sharebrokers in the town. In May 1882, Charles Street 

called a meeting of Brisbane shareholders of Gympie mining shares, during which he received seventy names 

on a petition suggesting he act as an agent for Gympie mining shares from his central Brisbane office. For each 

company he represented, he would inform Brisbane shareholders about the mining companies by displaying 

samples of ore taken from each of its levels, along with managers’ books and any other relevant information. 

He would charge each company £10 per annum for his services, and would retain his brokerage business. He 

continued to publish details of operations provided by the gold mining companies throughout 1882, adding 

New Zealand shares to the agency’s portfolio, but with the establishment of the Brisbane Stock Exchange in 

1884, Charles Street’s role in publicising and selling mining shares ended.32 

Meanwhile, Charles Street had found another means of making a living, serving Queenslanders’ interest in that 

other boom of the 1880s, real estate. He was still operating out of his rooms at Queen’s Chambers in Queen 

Street when he started advertising his services as a commission agent for people wishing to buy, sell or rent 

property at Sandgate and Brighton. Following the opening of the railway line to Sandgate in 1882, the area 

became a resort for holiday makers and day trippers, while the first commuters began to build suburban homes 

by the sea. While maintaining his services as a sharebroker, Street also became the agent for developers. With 

plans afoot for a railway line to be built to Southport, he became agent for land sales there, too. Advertisements 

for Street’s services as a mercantile and commission agent disappeared from Brisbane’s newspapers before 

1884, long before the depression of the 1890s destroyed many businesses. There are no records of further 

insolvencies or claims against Charles Street in court, so it seems that he banked his assets and retired from 

business.33 
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Throughout the difficult times that beset Charles Street after the death of his wife Elizabeth, he was sustained 

by his relationship with his four daughters. His oldest child Elizabeth remained at home until her marriage in 

1885 to architect Willoughby Powell.  The couple had four children. Willoughby had been articled to George 

W Sadler, the city architect at Cheltenham, and after he migrated to Brisbane with his dentist brother Frank, he 

worked for Brisbane architect Richard Gailey, before joining the Queensland Public Works Department as a 

draughtsman. When he won the award for his design for the Toowoomba Grammar School, Powell moved to 

Toowoomba to supervise the construction of the school buildings. He maintained a busy Toowoomba practice 

between 1872 and 1877, later claiming to have built most of the principal buildings there, buildings that 

included churches, residences and a flour mill, along with banks and churches in Dalby. After a trip to Britain 

in 1878, he again worked for Gailey before moving to Maryborough in 1882, to be part of a building boom that 

offered a range of work, from industrial sheds  to Baddow House for the town’s wealthiest resident, Thomas 

Aldridge. While maintaining his private practice, he also worked as a local draftsman for the Public Works 

Department.34  

On his return to Brisbane and his marriage to Elizabeth Street, Willoughby supervised the building of his 

designs for Warwick Town Hall and the Presbyterian Church on Wickham Terrace, before returning to work 

for Richard Gailey as chief draftsman. He was unemployed when a deep recession ended building work in 1892 

and almost destitute until reappointed by the Works Department in August 1896 as a temporary draftsman. 

Respected as a sober, reliable, competent architect, he was appointed to the permanent staff in July 1899, 

several months after he won another design award, for Toowoomba’s Town Hall, and had to give up 

supervision of its construction to another architect, a bitter blow when he was retrenched in 1902 and remained 

unemployed for many years. He did complain in a letter to the editor of the Telegraph, that when retrenchments 

came, three architects were retained on account of their seniority, although they had not in the past prepared 

specifications and plans for buildings.35 

 

Beenleigh Sugar Plantation, where Francis Gooding and his wife, Harriet Mabyn Street, lived with Francis’ 

sister Mary Davy and John Davy.36 
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Harriet Mabyn Street, the family’s second daughter, married Francis Gooding, who with his sister and brother-

in-law, Mary and John Davy, was co-owner of Beenleigh plantation and sugar mill in the 1860s. John ran the 

farm, and Francis was in charge of the sugar mill, later starting the distillery which is still producing rum 

today... Gooding and the Davys, who had been farmers at Beenleigh in Devon, engaged indentured labourers 

from the Pacific Islands to work the cane fields. 

Francis Gooding mechanised the mill and distillery, creating production systems that allowed him to process 

cane cut on neighbouring farms. The farm was successful, despite the poor soil quality that was the result of 

erosion after the forest was cleared, but with sugar prices falling in the 1880s and the 1887 flood sweeping 

away 22,750 litres of rum and the whole cane crop, the farm was unprofitable. The family sold the farm, mill, 

and distillery, and the Goodings moved to Sandgate. Francis worked as a government agent overseeing the 

return of indentured labourers to their island homes. He died of a heart attack in 1907 and in 1922, Harriet 

joined him in the grave they shared with John and Mary Davy in Toowong cemetery.37   

 

Joan Locke Street  

(Courtesy Sally Hinton) 

 

On the beach at Sandgate in 1873 

(Louisa Forbes, Works of Art 4617, watercolour, SLQ) 

Joan Locke Street was born at Hoboken, New Jersey, in 1855. She married Herbert Slaughter in 1876 and 

helped him manage the Sandgate Post Office. Joan was widowed in 1881 when Herbert died in a fishing 

accident. After the boat set off from Scarborough at dusk, it capsized in a squall. A survivor saw Herbert 

Slaughter, two men and two boys all clinging to the upturned boat before slipping one by one into the water. 

The accident left Joan to raise three young sons. She married bank manager Robert Drayton Lord in 1883. He 

had opened the Queensland National Bank’s branches first at Cooktown in 1874, then on the Hodgkinson 

goldfield at Thornborough. Later, another hardship posting, he served at Normanton. It was after their wedding 

that he received an easier posting, to the Beenleigh branch, where Joan and her four sons, including the 

newborn Bob Lord, spent time with her sister Harriet Gooding. She left her three older sons with family 

members when she and Robert Lord moved to Cooktown, where she died in 1894.38 
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Charles and Elizabeth’s son Charles, born in 1860 in America, attended Brisbane Grammar School, a time 

memorable for a boyish accident when he borrowed another boy’s pony and fell off near the school gates, 

breaking his arm. Little is known of his life, although he may have been employed as a telegraph officer. The 

youngest son, John Stanton Street, was working as a labourer at Kilby’s Creek, Urandangie, when he died in 

1903. He was just 40 years old, and like his brother Charles, never married. 39  

Jane Gertrude (Jeannie) Street married William McManus, the brother of John McManus, whose property, 

Tyrconnel, adjoined Mt Lonsdale. John’s wife Mary wrote Reminiscences of the early settlement of the 

Maranoa District.40  

 

William MacManus 

 

Jane Gertrude (Jennie) Street 

 

Jeannie McManus (centre) with her sons Marcus John, William Spencer, and 

Roy Stuart, and her daughter Rae Gem 

(All courtesy Sally Hinton) 



 
Charles Street, a shopkeeper of 19th Century Brisbane    Page 21 of 25 
Janet Spillman  April 2019 

 

In October 1889 Street’s youngest daughter Jane Gertrude married William McManus of Mt Lonsdale Station 

near Mungallala. William and his brother John McManus of Mt Abundance both took up several runs in the 

area north of Roma. During the Federation drought of 1902, William had to haul water. On 26 July, 1902, 

William spent a whole day pulling a sled holding a water tank. He dismounted from his horse and collapsed 

with a heart attack, dying in front of Jeannie and two of his small children. His oldest son William was just 

eleven years when Jeannie was forced to run the 208 square miles of the five consolidated Mt Lonsdale runs. 

Although drought prevented her from stocking the properties, she still owed rent to the Queensland government 

at a rate based on the supposed carrying capacity, at a time when the long running recession and drought of the 

1890s had wiped out a great number of the original squatter families runs. Fred and Ronnie Slaughter, two sons 

of her sister Joan, had come to live at Mt Lonsdale, but Ronnie had died in a riding accident in 1898, so it was 

Fred who ran the properties. Jeannie managed the finances, paying out mortgages and re-mortgaging land, 

eventually selling out. After her marriage to Charles Lancelot White in 1914, she lived in Mitchell until her 

death in 1951.41 

  

Two pages from Jeannie’s photograph book, including a sketch by her niece, Gertrude Powell. 

Jeannie always wore a black velvet choker (Courtesy Sally Hinton) 

At their deaths, Harriet Gooding, Willoughby Powell and Elizabeth Powell all owned shares in Streets Mining 

Rights Ltd. Floated in 1921, with 3600 shares of £1 each, its stated objects were to acquire mining leases and 

mineral rights, and to work those mines. The discovery of silver at Finney’s Hill in 1918 led to the development 

of Indooroopilly Mine on land once owned by Charles Street. In November 1921 the Brisbane mining warden 

heard an application from Street’s Mining Rights Ltd, for a mining lease in Goldeslie Road and the adjacent 

area. Because the Finney’s Hill United Silver Mining Co Ltd and the Taringa Shire Council opposed the 

application, the matter was referred to the Minister. At the time of Harriet Gooding’s death in 1922, the shares 

were worthless, and the company was wound up.42 
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Throughout his life, Charles Street remained close to his two older daughters, Elizabeth and Harriet. In the 

period after his affairs were put into the hands of liquidators, he continued his drapery business in Queen Street 

as long as possible, thereby paying off as much debt as possible. He then worked as a warehouseman, again in 

clothing and drapery. At the time of his death he was employed by Scott, Dawson and Stewart at their huge 

warehouse at the corner of Elizabeth and Creek Streets. They stored large quantities of heavy goods, including 

carpets, oil cloths and linoleums in the basement, with lighter fabrics on the ground floor and the dress fabrics, 

hats and gloves on the first floor. It was the top floor that held the satins and silks, along with the ostrich 

feathers and artificial flowers that adorned the ladies’ hats and costumes, while there was also a large stock of 

underwear and parasols to tempt them.43 

In 1881, Charles Street offered a different service, that of a healer. He advertised that he would give daily 

sessions to relieve the symptoms of asthma, dropsy, rheumatism, along with chest and throat complaints, 

without using medicine. Baunscheitdism would rejuvenate the system and prolong life. It may be that he used 

the Lebenwecker, the ‘Life Giver’ to heal his own ills, as he assured potential customers in the Brisbane 

Courier advertisement. 44 

Baunscheitdism, a form of medicine popular in Germany during the late nineteenth century, was also widely 

used by German Americans. Named for its inventor, Carl Baunscheidt, it required the daily use of a 

Lebenswecker, a device that used a set of needles to scarify the skin.  Because the needles had first been dipped 

in a toxic oil, the skin was irritated, became inflamed, and began to weep, drawing the body’s ‘attention’ away 

from the patient’s illness, thereby affecting a cure. Carl Baunscheidt’s inspiration for his Lebenswecker came 

when he noticed that pain in his arthritic hand was eased by gnat bites. He theorized that the gnats had opened 

the skin and injected an irritant that stimulated drainage of the disease-causing substances through the skin. His 

appliance and the secret oil formulation was sold around the world, with a special recommendation that it be 

used anywhere on the body’s surface where the patient wanted to replenish energy. Exhaustion was treated with 

the Lebenswecker scarifying the whole back alongside the spine, while its use on specific areas of the back had 

a remote effect on underlying organs. Thus, the thyroid was treated via the 7th cervical vertebra, and digestive 

problems were treated with scarification around the navel every morning. It is still practiced today as a form of 

homeopathic healing, as it is believed to promote the production of lymph, but as in the 1880s, the technique 

has its critics.45 

Charles Street lived in rented houses at Queen Street and Eagle Junction until he took his own life in 1895, at 

the age of 71. He had been suffering a skin disorder for some time and had only recently returned home from 

the St Claire’s Private Hospital, but had not been sick for the previous eight days.  When his housekeeper found 

him ill in bed with a note on the dressing table saying, “If I should not wake again, send word to the 

Queensland Trustees, they have my will,” she sent for the doctor, who recognised narcotic poisoning, but failed 

to bring him out of his coma. He had taken an overdose of chlorodyne, a morphine-based medicine, which he 

kept in the house for diarrhoea, and the post mortem confirmed the presence of morphine in his stomach.46 
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At the inquest into the death of Charles Street, his housekeeper said that he was “a most sober man, and took 

very little intoxicating liquor.” Charles Street’s will showed that he was still a man of means, as he could afford 

to pay a housekeeper, and left her a bequest of £50, along with the right to continue using his household 

furniture for two months. Although his estate was worth little more than £400, he left his silver tea set and the 

household furniture to his daughter Elizabeth Powell. The remainder of his silver ware was bequeathed to his 

daughter Harriet Gooding and the residue of his estate was sold and divided between Elizabeth and Harriet. 

Joan’s son Reginald Slaughter received his gold watch and chain. 47 

 

(Courtesy Sally Hinton) 

Twenty-two years earlier, Elizabeth Street had been buried in the Hale Street Cemetery. It was closed two years 

later, with some bodies exhumed for reburial elsewhere, but this was an expensive procedure and her grave was 

lost.  

Charles Street was buried in the Church of England section of Toowong cemetery. His oldest daughter, 

Elizabeth Powell, was buried in her father’s grave after her death in 1913. Somebody has placed Elizabeth’s 

headstone at their feet. Part of Elizabeth Street’s inscription reads:  

Her end was peace 

Blessed are the pure at heart 

For they shall not want 

For those who throng the eternal throne 

Lost are the tears we shed 

Pleasure the living they alone 

Whom this we call the dead.48  
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