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DREAMS, HOPES AND BURNT FINGERS 

 

Introduction 

These notes discuss the early history of the Indooroopilly district, and focus on the progressive subdivision of 

a parcel of Crown land to the south of Moggill Road between what are now Musgrave Road and Finney Road, 

culminating in a series of small residential estates. The notes include information on early property owners 

and residents. 

 

Many of the early residents could never have aspired to become property owners in their country of origin. In 

Queensland, land could be acquired, and could provide a means to security and wealth. A recurring theme in 

the stories of the various owners of this parcel of land and its components is the fluctuation in the fortunes of 

many of them. Some prospered, others met with financial ruin, and some experienced both boom and bust. In 

many respects, their lives mirrored the history of the colony of Queensland. 

 

 

Parish of Indooroopilly Portion 683 – the area bounded by today’s Moggill, Finney and Musgrave Roads. 

Overlaid are the approximate locations of the boundaries of the Resubs of Sub 3 (refer text) 

(Base plan Google Earth 2018) 
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The First Road 

In 1849, James Warner undertook the task of selecting and surveying the route of a road running from 

Brisbane’s western Boundary Road (later Hale Street) to Moggill. The road was to enable the opening up of 

Crown land along its route, with a township to be established in the future where it ended at the river. 

 

The early subdivision and release of land for sale along the Milton Reach would supersede Warner’s original 

plan, Milton Road and Coronation Drive becoming the main roads. However, the present-day route of Moggill 

Road between Toowong and the Moggill Ferry closely follows Warner’s original 1849 survey. 

 

The notes which follow deal with one of the parcels of Crown land along the route of Warner’s road which 

was surveyed and made available for sale by the Government. When referring to parcels of land, the notes use 

the terminology of the original system:- 

 

 A County was the basic area for the purposes of land administration. The County of Stanley was 

centred on Brisbane Town. 

 Counties were divided into civil Parishes, each of about 16,000 acres or 25 sq miles. An area 

approximating the present day Indooroopilly, St Lucia, Chapel Hill, Fig Tree Pocket and Kenmore 

was designated the Parish of Indooroopilly in the 1840s. 

 Parcels of land were designated a Portion number within the Parish.  

 Portions could be subdivided into smaller parcels designated Subdivisions (Subs), which could be 

further subdivided into Resubdivisions (Resubs). 

 

These notes deal with Portion 683, Parish of Indooroopilly, particularly with Subdivision 3 and the 21 

components (Resubdivisions) of Subdivision 3.  

 

The Early Communities 

As European settlement spread out from Brisbane towards the south and west, it predominantly took the form 

of small farming communities. In the Indooroopilly district, these first developed at St Lucia, Indooroopilly 

Pocket (Fig Tree Pocket and Prior’s Pocket, where the land was flat and fertile, and the Brisbane River 

facilitated the transport of produce to Brisbane by boat. 

 

The Railway Line 

When rail transport was first established in Queensland, its primary use was the transport of goods between 

the pastoral districts of the Darling Downs and Ipswich, from where river transport to and from Brisbane was 

available. Consideration was then given to a rail link between Ipswich and Brisbane, with debate and land 

speculation focussing on the selection of the Brisbane terminus. When the Roma Street area was chosen ahead 
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of a site near the wharves of South Brisbane, real estate speculation entered another phase. Large parcels 

which had been released by the Crown and which were in proximity to the route of the railway line were 

subdivided into residential allotments to house the people expected to settle in townships centred on the 

railway stations. The opening of the Railway Station at Indooroopilly in June, 1875 had a profound effect on 

the district. Transport of goods by rail was far quicker and more reliable than by the river or by Warner’s 

Moggill Road. Rail also introduced to the district the concept of urban transport, providing quick, reliable 

transport for passengers. 

 

Charles Street’s Speculative Ventures 

 

 

The extent of Charles Street’s local land purchases in the 1860s 

(Part Moreton 40 Chain Series, Sheet 2W - QImagery) 

 

In the mid-1860’s, Charles Street provided one of the many success stories in the business life of the fledgling 

colony. He owned and operated a flourishing drapery business which occupied three adjoining shops at the 

‘better’ end of Queen Street in the vicinity of the present-day Myer Centre. Another branch shop was also 

located in Queen Street, near the Edward Street intersection. 
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Street publicly advocated for a railway system similar to that which operated in the United States, where the 

government provided land vouchers to private companies prepared to open up new country by building and 

operating railroads. It is consequently not surprising that Street’s diversification of his business interests into 

land speculation included property close to the railway line at Indooroopilly. 

 

Portion 683, Parish of Indooroopilly, County of Stanley was a triangular shaped parcel of Crown land roughly 

similar to the present-day Moggill Road/Musgrave Road/Finney Road triangle. It comprised 35 acres, 2 roods, 

32 perches (14.447 hectares). It was purchased by Charles Street on 23 December, 1868, for the sum of 

£26/15/6 i.e. 15 shillings per acre. 

 

 
Part 1876 Re-Survey of Portion 683 showing the evolving local street layout. Land for these roads was either acquired by government 

from the land owner (Station Road is a good example, the need for a link to existing Government Roads only being identified after the 

line of the railway was determined) or when the land was being sub-divided for sale (access needed to be provided for individual 

allotments - generally during the period when residential estates were created)    
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Part Title Deed Portion 683 

 

Street also purchased the adjoining 70 acre parcel of land, Portion 685, which extended south from what is 

now Finney Road to Witton Creek, and, on 16 March, 1869, the 97 acre parcel (Portion 680) directly to the 

north on the other side of Moggill Road.  Portion 685 was later subdivided into Riverview Estate, and Portion 

680 into Indooroopilly Township Estate and Nelson Estate. Another purchase by Street was Portion 677, 

located close to the railway line at Taringa. 

 

In late 1869, Street became involved in a very public slanging match with the Mayor of Brisbane, which may 

have diverted Street’s attention from his business activities, lost him some influential friends, and begun a 

decline in his financial circumstances. After spending £200 on decorating the interior of his drapery premises, 

Street turned his attention to external improvements. The Municipal Council considered that the resultant 

structure and sign across the footpath was unsightly, and resolved to have it taken down. Street responded 

with  letters to the Editors of The Brisbane Courier and The Queenslander. Having taken legal advice, Street 

asserted that he ‘stood prepared to resist by force the threatened violence of the Mayor’.  

 

The outcome of the war of words is not known, but Street may have subsequently felt the need to begin taking 

defensive measures in respect of his financial circumstances. One such measure was probably the transfer of 

ownership of Portion 683 to his wife Elizabeth on 9 July, 1872, thereby quarantining the property from his 

creditors. 
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Aside from any looming financial concerns, Street’s personal circumstances took a tragic turn on 23 

September, 1873, when Elizabeth, aged 42, died at their North Quay residence. 

 

In the same year, the route of a road to provide access to the proposed Indooroopilly Railway Station from 

Moggill Road was surveyed. Portion 683 was impacted by the resumption of 2 acres 0 roods 30 perches. The 

resumption, which was registered on 29 July, 1874, created two parcels of land. The larger parcel located to 

the west of Station Road (27 acres 1 rood 23 perches) was designated Subdivision 3 of Portion 683, and the 

smaller (6 acres 1 rood 7 perches) became Subdivision 1. Following convention, the road resrve was 

designated Subdivision 2. 

 

The creation of a road running through the Street property and linking it directly to the railway station 

provided Charles with an opportunity to capitalise on his investment. However, he was apparently losing 

control of his ability to manage his affairs. On 8 September, 1874, a meeting was held in Brisbane of his  

creditors. An offer of 7/6 in the pound was made. The offer was refused, and the creditors resolved to compel 

the insolvency of Street. The meeting noted that liabilities amounted to about £6,000, and that 8,870 acres of 

land of the Cecil Plains selections had been declared forfeited. 

 

Three weeks later, an assignment was registered of the estate of Charles Street, draper, to George Harris and 

Robert Muter Stewart, in trust for the benefit of Street’s creditors. 

 

On 5 May, 1875, ownership of Subs 1 and 3 was transferred from Elizabeth Street to Stewart and Harris as 

joint tenants. Stewart and Harris appear to have acquired the property in their capacity as individuals rather 

than as Trustees of Charles’s estate. They were recorded as ‘merchants’ on the Certificates of Title. The 

proceeds of the sale were presumably paid to Elizabeth’s estate, and then to her beneficiary. The 

Queenslander newspaper reported that Portion 683 had sold at the rate of £10 per acre, a considerable increase 

on the 1868 price, but realising an insignificant amount in the context of Street’s debts. 

 

On 7 April, 1877, the Trustees of Street’s estate declared a dividend of one shilling in the pound. 

 

On 25 October, 1879, tenders were invited for the stock (cost price £3,800), fixtures, and lease of Queen 

Street shop (‘the situation being the best business part of Queen Street’). 

 

Details of Street’s financial situation when his affairs were finalised are not known, but in 1881 he was trading 

in shares of various companies active on the Gympie goldfields. 

 

Charles Street succumbed to the pressure of his problems in April, 1895, when he committed suicide. 
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Stewart and Harris Intervene 

Robert Muter Stewart was a partner and Queensland Director of the British mercantile company Scott, 

Waldron and Stewart. He was a member of the Legislative Assembly, and held the Cabinet post of Colonial 

Secretary during part of the period of his involvement with Street’s affairs. He returned to England in 1878.  

 

George Harris was also prominent in business and political circles. He was the principal of George Harris and 

Co., was appointed Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce in 1875, and was a member of the Legislative 

Council from 1860 to 1878. He and his wife were also prominent in Brisbane’s social scene during the period 

(1862-1890) in which Newstead House was their home.  

 

The motive of Stewart and Harris in acquiring the Indooroopilly property in May, 1875 may have been to 

speed up finalisation  of  the affairs of the Street family and to get a return of some of what they were owed, or 

it may have been to take advantage of an opportunity which had presented itself  to make a quick profit.  

 

On 30 August, 1875, auctioneer James R Dickson held an auction in his premises for:  

 

FORTY MAGNIFICENT VILLA SITES, at Indooroopilly, adjoining the Railway Station being 

subdivision of Portion 683, Parish of Indooroopilly, within twelve minutes ride of the centre of the 

metropolis by railway. 

These magnificent sites adjoin the Railway Station at Indooroopilly, and front the road leading from 

the station to the Toowong high-road. They are each about an acre in area, most agreeably and 

salubriously situated adjacent to the River, and commanding a view of some of the cultivated land of 

Witton, Oxley &c. 

At the present time suburban property of convenient access is much sought after, to enable 

townspeople to inhale a purer atmosphere than pervades the city in its present condition, and no other 

suburb presents the same attractions at present as the lands along the Railway Line, either as regards 

health or convenience, regularity and economy of daily transit.  

 

No other details of the 40 allotments have been located. From the description of each being about an acre, it is 

thought that Sub 1 was divided into about eight allotments, and that Sub 3 accounted for the balance. The 

auction did not result in this subdivision proceeding.  Instead, nine months after the auction, on 6 May, 1876, 

ownership of Subs 1 and 3 was transferred to William John Farmer Cooksley. 

 

Shortly after the end of his involvement with the Indooroopilly property, Harris, like Street, experienced 

financial problems. In August, 1876, he filed for bankruptcy in London (with debts of £300,000) and in 

Brisbane.    
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William Cooksley 

William John Farmer Cooksley was another prominent businessman who had progressed from working as a 

carpenter to becoming a successful builder and financier. At the time of his acquisition of the Indooroopilly 

properties, he was a Trustee of the Brisbane Permanent Benefit Building and Investment Society. Auctioneer 

James Dickson was the Society’s Chairman, and he may have negotiated the sale to Cooksley after the 

advertising of the auction had failed to generate public interest.  

 

Cooksley’s building activities were mostly in the area between Newstead and Sandgate (he became 

Sandgate’s second Mayor in 1885), so the reason for his interest in the Indooroopilly district is a little unclear. 

It is likely that it stemmed from his acquaintance with Thomas Cairns who had worked for pastoralist David 

McConnel at Bulimba House and on Cressbrook Station, and was then residing at Indooroopilly. In August, 

1877, Cooksley married Cairns’ daughter Catherine at the Cairns family home at Indooroopilly. 

 

 
(Part) Subdivision Plan of  Subdivision 3, Portion 683 

 

Surveyor Richard Gailey (who was also surveyor and architect to the Building Society), prepared  a plan (RP 

23678) subdividing Sub 3 into 21 parcels. The largest parcel Resub 21, had frontages to Station Road and to 

Musgrave Road, and would soon have frontage to Finney Road when Portion 685 was subdivided. The   
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documents transferring Resub 21 to Henry Wyat Radford were lodged with the Registrar of Titles on 28 July, 

1876 but registration of the transfer was delayed for a year pending registration of Gailey’s plan. 

 

On 7 August, 1876, Auctioneer Dickson held an auction in his premises on Cooksley’s behalf. The advertising 

was identical to that of a year earlier, except that the number of allotments was not stated. It is probable that 

Resubs 1 to 20 were offered at the auction. No sales were realised, and the advertising was repeated again 

prior to another auction by Dickson on 26 March, 1877. At the same auction, Dickson was offering 

(advertised under the heading ‘CHAMPAGNE! CHAMPAGNE !!’) quantities of champagne on behalf of the 

insolvent estate of George Harris and his brother John. 

 

This auction appears to have resulted in the sale of seven of the allotments, with transfer documents being 

lodged as follows:- 

 

 Resubs 1, 5 and 6 to John Frost on 25 June, 1877. 

 Resubs 7 and 8 to George Rylatt on 28 June,1877. 

 Resub 9 to George Saxson on 23 July, 1877. 

 Resub 10 to John Newman on 30 July, 1877. 

 

 An on-site auction was held on 3 November, 1877 by Auctioneer George Harden. Advertisements in The 

Telegraph referred to 20 Resubs of Sub 3, despite only 13 still being available. Withholding this information 

until auction day may have been a ploy to encourage potential purchasers to bid while there were still some 

allotments left. Harden’s advertising focussed on the allotments’ potential as business sites, rather than 

following Dickson’s example of targeting townspeople seeking a taste of country living: 

 

Twenty full-sized Allotments fronting the main Moggill and Indooroopilly Railway Station Road, and 

being re-subdivisions of subdivision 3 of Portion 683, Parish of Indooroopilly. These allotments are 

near to the ‘Richmond’ Estate, on the opposite side of the road and comprise the only unsold 

frontages between the Moggill Road and the Railway Station.  

As business sites they are superior to frontages sold of the Richmond Estate, being much higher and 

having double frontages to chain wide Government roads throughout.  

These allotments must ultimately become the business centre of Indooroopilly, commanding, as they 

do, the main Moggill road, the River View and the Richmond Estates, &c, &c. 

 

Transfer documents for the 13 properties were lodged as follows:- 

 

 Resubs 17 and 18 to William Powell on 1 November, 1877. 
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 Resub 15 to Edward Oakes Kirkwood on 22 December, 1877. 

 Resub 20 to William Henry Bothamley on 29 January, 1878. 

 Resub 19 to George Francis Buck on 18 March, 1878. 

 Resub 16 to William Powell on 28 March, 1878. 

 Resubs 13 and 14 to Thomas John Ballinger on 28 March, 1878. 

 Resub 4 to Rowland Illidge on 16 May, 1878. 

 Resubs 11 and 12 to Frances Burton (wife of Charles Burton) on 16 November, 1878. 

 Resubs 2 and 3 to James Golliker on 5 May, 1881. 

 

Dickson held another auction on 3 June, 1878 for ‘three magnificent villa sites …. being Subdivision of 

Portion 683’. It is not known whether these were left over from Harden’s sale, or resales, or whether they 

comprised some or all of Sub 1. 

 

 

 

Part McKellar Map Sheet 10 - McKellar’s series of 12 maps covering what today are the inner suburbs of Brisbane were prepared in 

the early 1890s, the first attempt to produce a co-ordinated set of ‘street maps’ beyond the municipal boundary. They are a good 

reference point in terms of road reserves and the extent of the residential subdivision ‘boom’ of the 1880s. The various Estates are 

identified as are the then current individual allotments (NB superseding earlier subdivision plans, to reflect the changing market such 

as the demand for smaller blocks, was not unusual, the revised plan marketed under a new estate name). 
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The Residential Estates 

When he was designing the subdivision of Cooksley’s Sub 3, a major consideration for Richard Gailey would 

have been the topography of the site. The Station Road and Moggill Road frontages were on or close to ridge 

lines, with the potential to take advantage of river views and breezes. However, most of the site fell sharply 

away from the road frontages, and was traversed by Ferny Gully and several of its tributaries. The property 

consequently did not lend itself to a conventional grid subdivision.  

 

Another consideration was probably Cooksley’s desire to achieve quick sales (and profits) and to move on. 

The locality and market were not ready for a couple of hundred 16-perch (405 sq. m.) allotments, and 

Richmond Estate (see McKellar’s map) had recently come on the market with wide-frontage allotments of 

around ¼ acre in size, all closer to the railway station and to the river than Cooksley’s land. The outcome of 

deliberations was to offer large ‘villa’ sites which had the health and lifestyle advantages of country living, but 

were only a short walk and quick train ride away from the town. 

 

The early owners of some allotments, such as the upwardly-mobile businessman Henry Bothamley, used them 

as sites for their family home. In other cases, particularly after the extension of Musgrave Road and the 

creation of Finney Road, owners amalgamated adjoining allotments and created small residential estates. The 

following sections provide some details regarding the development of Cooksley’s Sub 1 and of each of the 21 

parcels (Resubs) into which Sub 3 was subdivided. 

 

Sub 1 – Indooroopilly Railway Station Estate 

 

It is not known when or how Cooksley disposed of Sub 1, the parcel of land bounded by Moggill, Station and 

Musgrave Roads. Musgrave Road had originally extended from Moggill Road only a sufficient distance to 

provide access to the north-western corner of Portion 48 (about halfway to Station Road). After Cooksley 

acquired Sub 1 in 1876, Musgrave Road was extended to the river, reducing the area of Sub  1. The balance of 

the parcel was then  subdivided into 41 allotments (resubs 1 to 41), and marketed as the Indooroopilly 

Railway Station Estate. Auctioneer John W Todd held an on-site auction on 3 May, 1884. His advertising 

included:- 

 

These fine allotments are all on high ground, looking Citywards and across the River. They are within 

two minutes walk of the Railway Station, and opposite the residences of Messrs Newman, Bothamley, 

and Paterson &c, &c. The water pipes are an immense boon to intending settlers, while land at 

Indooroopilly is known to be the choicest outside of Brisbane.  
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Advertising poster/handbill for the estate, in this case for the auction to be held on 23 August – often there were multiple auction dates 

for the same  estate. ‘Main Government Road’ is today’s Moggill Road, ‘Government Road’ Musgrave Road 

(State Library Queensland Record No 21209303940002061) 

 

Resubs 37 to 41, near the intersection of Station and Musgrave Roads, were subsequently reconfigured into 

two larger allotments (Subs A and B), as shown on McKellar’s 1895 map.  

 

The residential allotments in Sub 1 were utilised for the construction of houses in the ensuing years. A process 

of redevelopment began in the 1970s, facilitated by zoning changes. Adjoining allotments were amalgamated, 

and houses replaced by commercial developments on sites with Moggill Road frontage, and by residential unit 

developments elsewhere. The last three houses were demolished in 2015. 

 

Resub 1- Downie’s Subdivision 

Details haven’t been researched, but it is probable that John Frost (who also purchased 5 and 6) arranged the 

subdivision of Resub1 in 1885 at the same time that he arranged his Jackson Street subdivision. McKellar’s 

1895 map shows the property subdivided into seven residential allotments (Subs 1 to 7).  Frost sold all of 

Resub 1 to John Downie in August, 1885, and Downie made the first sale of an allotment the following 

month. 

 

The purchase may have been Downie’s entry into the real estate field. Three years later, he established a 

business in the Grand Arcade, operating as a commission agent for the financing, sale and rental of properties. 
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He also developed some standing in the Indooroopilly community. At a public meeting on 29 February, 1888, 

he was elected to a building committee for establishing a state school at Indooroopilly. The seven-member 

committee also included Samuel Dart, who then owned Resub 4. The school was opened in July of the 

following year on its site across Moggill Road from Resub 1.  

 

Downie’s allotments were disposed of as follows :- 

 

 Ownership of Sub 7 was transferred to Frederick Charles Wearne in September, 1885. 

 Separate titles for Subs 3,4,5 and 6 were issued to Downie in February, 1886. Details of subsequent 

owners are unknown. 

 Ownership of Subs 1 and 2 was transferred to Henry William Beck in June, 1888. Beck was the 

officer in charge of the nearby stock quarantine station, and he and his wife Helen and family 

members lived in the Quarantine Station Officer’s residence. It is thought that Subs 1 and 2 remained 

vacant land during Beck’s period of ownership. On retirement in 1921, Henry Beck and his wife 

Helen moved to Rutherglen at 414 Moggill Road, which they had owned since 1912.  

 

 
 

Part of McKellar’s 1895 Map. Resub 1 has been subdivided  

into Subs 1 to 7. Resubs 2, 3 and 4 subsequently  

became the Woodville Estate 

2018 aerial photograph, the commercial development  

occupies Resubs 1, 2 and part 3 up to Woodville Street 

(Google Earth Pro) 

 

Resubs 2, 3 and 4 - Woodville Estate  

Rowland Illidge is believed to have been a school teacher when he purchased Resub 4 in 1878. He later 

worked in the insurance industry, but achieved public prominence as an amateur entomologist and 

ornithologist who pioneered entomological studies in Queensland. Resub 4 was subsequently purchased by 

Samuel Dart in 1886.  
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James Golliker was a businessman who purchased Resubs 2 and 3 in 1881, but missed the opportunity to take 

advantage of the boom conditions in the latter part of the decade. When the boom ended, he encountered 

problems as a result of depreciation in the value of his various real estate holdings. A meeting of his creditors 

on 12 October, 1891 agreed to liquidate his estate by arrangement rather than in insolvency. Golliker achieved 

little benefit from the reprieve, as he died on 28 December of the following year at his Wharf Street residence, 

Egmont House.  

 

Alfred Moon, a merchant and importer residing in Creek Street, acquired ownership of Resubs 2 and 3 in 

1892. In May, 1900, he offered the property ‘for quick private sale’ as 11 quarter-acre blocks. Resubs 2 and 3 

had been the last of Cooksley’s parcels to sell, and it is thought that Moon also encountered a lack of buyer 

interest because his subdivision was traversed by Ferny Gully. This stream ran from its source near the 

Taringa Parade ridgeline across Moggill Road and a corner of Resub 4, through Resubs 2 and 3, and then on 

to the Brisbane River.  Despite Moon’s offer of ‘liberal discount for spot cash, terms if required’, it is thought 

that no allotments were sold, and the total parcel was later bought by Samuel Dart.   

 

 
 

1912 Subdivision Plan for Samuel Dart’s Woodville  

Estate (formerlyy Resubs 2 and 4) 

1936 aerial photograph, Dart’s residence highlighted 

 in yellow (QImagery website) 

 

Samuel Dart had a background in farming and shopkeeping, and was living with his young family in the 

residence above their Toowong shop, Sylvan Store, when he purchased Resub 4 in 1886. He had the home 

Woodville built, set well back from Moggill Road on the highest part of the property. The Toowong shop was 

leased, and Woodville became the Dart family  home until shortly after 1890. The avenue of hoop and bunya 

pines running from Moggill Road to the front of the house was established during this period, and became a 

landmark in the neighbourhood. Like many others, Dart was affected by the sudden onset of the economic 

recession, and  obliged to make lifestyle changes. Woodville was rented, and the family moved for a brief 
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period to a modest home which Dart had built at Chapel Hill. The departure of their lessees precipitated a 

return to the Toowong shop, where the family weathered the effects of the recession and floods. In 1899, they 

took up farming again at Blenheim, near Laidley,  not returning to Indooroopilly until 1921. 

 

During the period at Blenheim, Dart attempted to divest himself of the Moggill Road asset. The size and shape 

of Resub 4 did not lend itself to subdivision, and Moon had had no success with his subdivision of Resubs 2 

and 3. Resubs 2 to 4 were reconfigured into a subdivision comprising 39 small allotments (Subs 1 to 39) and a 

street (Woodville Street) – see RP 23682. The plan of subdivision was endorsed by both Dart and the Royal 

Bank of Queensland Limited. It is not known whether Dart had acquired Moon’s two parcels and taken out a 

mortgage, or whether the Bank had taken control of Moon’s property and was undertaking the subdivision as a 

joint venture with Dart. Woodville Estate, including the Dart residence and all 39 allotments, was put to 

auction on 14 December, 1912, with very disappointing results. Five days after the auction allotments were 

being offered for sale for £15 to £35 each. A couple of weeks later, the price was £15 to £25 each.    

 

In 1921, the Dart family returned to their Indooroopilly home, which straddled three of the allotments. Subs 1 

to 12 were utilised as the grounds of Woodville, and the other allotments on the same side of Woodville Street 

were sold and built on, some after reconfiguration into larger allotments. 

 

On the larger parcel of land on the other side of Woodville Street, only the allotments fronting Moggill Road 

and at the Woodville Street/Finney Road intersection became building sites. The balance of the parcel, 

incorporating Ferny Gully, was used as part of the Darts’ chicken hatchery business.  

 

In the 1970s, the first stage of a car sales business was established on some of the Moggill Road allotments. 

The business subsequently expanded to incorporate all of the Moggill Road/Woodville Street/Finney Road 

block, including all of Downie’s Resub 1 Subdivision.  

 

After the property passed out of the hands of the Dart family in 2002, some additions at the rear of Woodville 

were demolished, and it is now confined to Subs 8 and 9 at 18 Woodville Street. The balance of the grounds 

were cleared, including the avenue of trees, and sold as 10 individual vacant allotments.  

 

Resubs 5 and 6 - The  Jackson Street Subdivision 

John Frost had worked as a cotton spinner and shopkeeper in Cheshire and Lancashire before migrating to 

Brisbane in the 1860s with his wife Frances and adult son David. Most land speculators who took an interest 

in Portion 683 and its components were town-based and affluent from inherited wealth and/or profits derived 

from commercial activities in the expanding colony. By contrast, the Frosts had established themselves in the 

farming community in the Chapel Hill area after John selected a 70-acre parcel (Portion 208) of agricultural 
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land at what is now the corner of Chapel Hill Road and Fleming Road in June, 1868. John and David made 

their living from farming, from the sale of millable timber on their properties, and from the supply and 

installation of timber roof shingles on houses and other buildings in the district before turning to land 

speculation. 

 

The Frost family became part of the Indooroopilly Primitive Methodist congregation which developed in the 

local farming community. John and David donated their labour to shingle the roof of the church which had 

opened on 28 March, 1875. The church building, visually prominent on its five-acre site overlooking the 

intersection of Moggill and Chapel Hill Roads, prompted selection of the name Chapel Hill for the suburb 

which was later formed from part of Indooroopilly. The building still remains on its site as the Chapel Hill 

Uniting Church. 

 

David Frost, who was described in an obituary in The Brisbane Courier as having followed the occupation of 

builder and contractor while at Indooroopilly, is known to have owned at least two large parcels of land in the 

district. His interest appears to have been in the potential of land as a source of timber rather than its potential 

for residential development. In October, 1874, he selected 238 acres of pastoral land (no other details known), 

and was also the original owner of a 340-acre parcel (Portion 310) of land on the southern side of Mount 

Coot-tha. The northern boundary of the latter property followed the ridgeline westward from its north-eastern 

corner, which was just below the summit of One Tree Hill. By 1889, this property had become known as the 

Wentworth One-tree Hill Estate, and the One-tree Hill Estate Company called tenders for the cutting and 

removal of timber on the property. The hardwood timber was in demand at the time for railway sleepers and 

bridge timber. Most of the property is now included in the Mount Coot-tha Park.  

 

Construction of the railway line to Indooroopilly in the early 1870s initiated the transition from a widely-

spread farming community to a township centred around the railway station and servicing outlying areas. The 

change appears to have motivated John Frost to take the opportunity to become involved in land speculation. 

When the parcel of land bounded by Moggill Road, Station Road and what would later become the northern 

side of Finney Road was subdivided into 21 smaller parcels in 1877, John Frost was one of the first of the 

purchasers. He bought three parcels :-  

 

 A triangular-shaped property at the intersection of Moggill Road and the yet-to-be created Finney 

Road (Resub 1). 

 Two adjoining parcels totalling 6 acres 35 perches (Resubs 5 and 6). This property was basically a 

strip of land approximately 81 metres wide, with frontage to Moggill Road at one end of the strip, and 

adjoining the future Finney Road at the other end. 
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It is not clear when each of the Frost families established a home on the larger of the Moggill Road properties. 

It is fairly certain that at least one house was built in the late 1870s or early 1880s at the lower end of the 

property, and another may have been built during the same period close to the Moggill Road frontage. 

 

Creation of Finney Road as part of the Riverview Estate subdivision made subdivision of Frost’s properties 

easier. In August, 1885, Frost sold the triangular-shaped property (see Resub 1 – Downie’s Subdivision). 

 

At about the same time, Frost arranged the subdivision of his larger property into 22 30-perch allotments 

(Subs 1 to 22 – Plan of Subdivision 23682). Jackson Street, running through the centre of the subdivision and 

connecting Moggill Road to Finney Road, derived its name from the family of John’s wife, Frances (nee 

Jackson) Frost. The first sale of a residential allotment took place in October, 1885. 

 

 

Subdivision Plan for Resubs 5 and 6 which created Jackson Street and 22 residential allotments 

 

Unusually for the time, each of Frost’s 22 allotments was a minimum of 30 perches (759 sq metres) in area. 

By contrast, most other estates in the vicinity were subdivided into narrow 16 perch allotments. If Frost’s 

rationale was a marketing strategy based on offering a more attractive product, the strategy appears to have 

worked in marked contrast to that of other developers, who experienced slow sales despite extensive 
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advertising and inducements. Eighteen of the 19 allotments which Frost placed on the market were sold within 

three years, and 12 houses had been built on them before 1894. 

 

Of the 22 allotments in the Jackson Street subdivision, Sub 3 (now 414 Moggill Road) was retained for John 

and Frances Frost’s home, and Subs 19 and 20 (45 and 43 Finney Road) as the home of David and his wife 

Isabella, whom he had married in 1872. The original portion of their home faced north-east towards Jackson 

Street.  

 

Ownership of 18 of the other 19 allotments in the Jackson Street subdivision were transferred as follows :- 

 

Sub 7 (now 15 Jackson Street) to William Martin Gibson, a butcher, in October, 1885. Gibson sold 

the allotment to Frederick Woodhouse in 1890. Woodhouse, a lay preacher and speculator/investor, 

had a house built the same year. It was rented to tenants until 1895, when it was sold to Mrs Maria 

Catharina Margareta Stamp, who named her home Wenneby. 

 

Sub 6 (now 12 Jackson Street) to Alfred Ayres, a labourer, in October, 1885. Alfred and Isabella 

Ayres had their home built in 1888, and lived there until 1903. The house was demolished and 

replaced by the present house in 1961. 

 

Sub 22 (now part of 48 Jackson Street) to Lucy Lloyd in February, 1886. Lloyd, the wife of Charles 

Lloyd, sold Sub 22 to Charles Sheldon in 1888. Two years later, Lloyd bought Subs 32 and 33 of the 

adjoining Rylatt Estate, at the lower end of Rylatt Street. These allotments were subsequently 

acquired by a later owner of Sheldon’s four-allotment holding in Jackson Street. 

 

Sub 4 (now 410 Moggill Road) to William Russell in March, 1886. Russell is thought to have had a 

house built shortly before selling the property, subject to mortgage, to William Trebble Congram, a 

butcher, in December, 1893. Congram is thought to have lived at Taringa during and after his period 

of ownership. The Commercial Bank took possession of the property in May, 1901, and sold it to 

Arthur Gordon Beck, a stock inspector, three years later in June, 1904. Arthur and Esther Beck took 

up residence on their property after their marriage two months later. Beck bought the adjoining Sub 7 

in the Rylatt Estate in October, 1905. He was subsequently transferred to the country, and in 1910 

sold both allotments to the Indooroopilly Methodist Church, which had built a church on the adjacent 

property in 1890. The property was then used as a parsonage (a residence provided as the family home 

for a Methodist clergyman) until 1926. 
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Sub 2 (now 418 Moggill Road) to Richard William Russell in May, 1886. Russell sold the allotment 

to James Graham in 1888. Graham’s late father, also James, had been a prominent member of the 

Chapel Hill community, and active in the life of the Primitive Methodist congregation. The Graham 

family’s 72 acre property (Portion 210) in Chapel Hill Road adjoined the original home of John and 

Frances Frost. Young James had a house built on Sub 2, and ownership was then transferred to his 

mother, Cordelia, in January, 1889. The property remained Mrs Graham’s home until her death in 

1897. 

 

Sub 8 (now 16 Jackson Street) to George Hillsdon, a blacksmith’s assistant, in July, 1886. Hillsdon 

sold the allotment (and Sub 10) to John Bradley, a carpenter/builder, in 1889. 

 

Subs 9 and 11 (now 19 and 23 Jackson Street) to Thomas Reid Jnr in October, 1886. Reid sold the 

adjoining allotments to Walter James William Biggs in 1891.  Biggs’s wife Julia was a daughter of 

Mrs Cordelia Graham (Sub 2) and her first husband , and it is thought that their home on Sub 9 was 

built by John Bradley. They named their home Chester Cottage, and were in occupation by 1894. 

Biggs sold Subs 9 and 11 in July, 1911 to Edwin Earle Richards, a grocer, whose wife Ethseba 

(‘Effie’) was a daughter of James and Cordelia Graham. The Richards family lived in Chester Cottage  

until about 1915, when they moved to their long term home at 64 Goldeslie Road. Richards sold Sub 

11 in 1917 and Sub 9 in 1925. Sub 11 was bought by Robert William Greet, a clerk. The home of 

Robert and Jane Greet was built in 1919, and remained their home until their deaths in 1944 (Robert) 

and 1961 (Sarah). 

 

Sub 10 (now 20 Jackson Street) to George Hillsdon in May, 1887. Hillsdon sold the allotment (and 

the adjoining Sub 8) to John Bradley in 1889. 

 

Sub 1 (now 420 Moggill Road) to Albert Ernest Russell in July, 1887. Russell and his wife Elizabeth 

had migrated from Ludlow, in Shropshire, in 1883, and settled for the rest of their lives in Ludlow 

Cottage on a small acreage (Portion 260L) in Ludlow Street, Chapel Hill. Like the Frosts, they were 

active members of the Primitive Methodist congregation. Russell built a house on Sub 1 soon after 

buying the property, and let it to a series of tenants. Helen Grace McDiarmid bought the property 

from Russell in 1928. Four years later, she married Roy James Seales, a boot manufacturer. A new 

house was built to replace the original, and remained the Seales family home until their deaths in 1962 

(Roy) and 1968 (Helen). 
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Sub 15 (now 31 Jackson Street) to Elizabeth Aulsebrook in October, 1887. Mrs Aulsebrook and her 

husband Alexander, a carpenter, had their home built the following year, and lived there until their 

deaths in 1915 (Alexander) and 1935 (Eliza). 

 

Sub 17 (now 35 Jackson Street) to Maria Broadbent in March, 1888. Mrs Broadbent, the wife of 

Kendall, a naturalist, sold the allotment to John and Caroline Smith in 1901. It is thought that a house 

was then built on the property before being sold later in the same year to Thomas and Sarah James. 

The house was given the name Corio by later owners. 

 

Subs 16, 18 and 21 (now 32, part of 36 and part of 48 Jackson Street) to Charles Sheldon, a 

commission agent, in May, 1888. His association with Jackson Street was brief but eventful. A few 

weeks after purchasing his three allotments from Frost, he added Lloyd’s Sub 22 to his land holding. 

During the next three months, the properties were mortgaged, a caveat was taken out by the trustee in 

insolvency, the caveat was withdrawn, the mortgage was released, and the properties were mortgaged 

again. The house at 48 Jackson Street was built during this time. The Trustee in insolvency took 

possession of the properties in November, 1889, and, five months later, arranged an auction of the 

four-lot property occupied by a ‘very superior, well built, conveniently arranged Gentleman’s 

Residence …. finished, internally and externally, regardless of expense, and in first-class order’. No 

sale resulted, and ownership was transferred to the National Mutual Life Association two years later. 

The house was named Braeside by Sheldon, and renamed Carydene after it became the home of 

Samuel and Martha (nee Cary) Allen in 1923.  

 

Sub 16 remained part of the aggregation of allotments attached to the former Sheldon home until 

1948, when it was sold to Noel Doherty, a builder. He built a home with the assistance of his mate, 

Bob Beck. Beck bought the property the following year, and it remained the home of Bob and Joy 

Beck until their deaths in 2014. 

 

In the early 1960s, Neil Smith, the then owner of 48 Jackson Street, arranged for the survey of a new 

house property, comprising Subs 32 and 33 from the Rylatt Estate amalgamated with an access strip 

utilising part of Frost’s Sub 18. A home was then built at the Rylatt Street end of the property for the 

family of Smith’s son Noel and wife Kathleen. The property is described as 37 Rylatt Street in some 

records, but is widely considered to be part of the Jackson Street neighbourhood and known as 36 

Jackson Street. 
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Sub 5 (now 11 Jackson Street) to William Albert Wakefield, a plumber, in June, 1888. A house was 

built that year, and was the home of William and Mary until 1916. The house was named Oakleigh by 

later owners. 

 

Subs 12 and 14 (now 24 and 28 Jackson Street) to John Bradley, a carpenter/builder, in October, 

1888. Like Albert Russell, Bradley was from Ludlow, and became associated with the congregation of 

the Primitive Methodist Church in Chapel Hill soon after arriving in Brisbane in 1882.  In 1885, he 

married Cordelia Ann Graham, the eldest daughter of James and Cordelia, and followed James as the 

Superintendent of the Sunday School. Bradley built a house named Bronte on Sub 12, and his family 

had occupied it by early 1889. In June of the same year, Bradley bought Subs 8 and 10 from Hillsdon, 

providing him with a parcel of four adjoining allotments. By the end of the year, Bradley had built his 

second house, on Sub 8, and let it to tenants. A third house was then built, on Sub 10, and the Bradley 

family moved in to this house in mid-1890. Bronte, on Sub 12, was let to tenants. In December,1893, 

ownership of Sub 10 was transferred to Ernest Ferriday.  

 

Ferriday had migrated from Shropshire with a cousin of John Bradley, and was living with the 

Bradley family. The Bradley family moved again, this time to the house on Sub 8. In November, 

1894, Ferriday married Alice Graham, another daughter of Mrs Cordelia Graham (Sub 2). The  house 

on Sub 10 was named Wrekin by Ferriday, whose Shropshire birthplace, Oakengates, was located 

close to The Wrekin, a mountain and noted viewpoint. The name would also have had significance to 

John Bradley, as a famous Shropshire toast was to ‘All friends around The Wrekin’. In 1895, the 

extended downturn in economic conditions in Queensland lead to Bradley seeking business 

opportunities elsewhere. The Ferriday family moved into the Bradley home and let Wrekin to tenants.  

 

The Bradleys spent a period of time in Mildura, Victoria, where Cordelia had relatives, before moving 

to Esperance in Western Australia, which was experiencing boom conditions following the discovery 

of gold in Coolgardie (1892) and Kalgoorlie (1893). Tragically, Cordelia died in their William Street 

home on 29 March, 1896. John and his sons remained in Esperance for another year, undertaking a 

number of projects including construction of a church for the Wesleyan Methodist congregation. By 

this time, the Western Australian Government’s decision to service the goldfields with a railway line 

from Perth rather than from Esperance had brought the boom conditions in Esperance to an abrupt 

end, precipitating Bradley’s return to Indooroopilly. In October, 1898, Bradley married Alice Mary 

Goward.  

 

Ernest Ferriday had an established grocery business, and he and his family moved to a residence 

above the shop. The Bradley family replaced the Ferridays in the home on Sub 8, which was given the 
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name Esperance. It remained the home of the Bradley family until 1969. Wrekin remained a rental 

property until it was sold in 1936 to the Nevill family, who had been tenants since about 1900. Bronte 

continued to be occupied by tenants until about 1935, after which it was used as the home of 

Bradley’s son Reg and his family. Sub 14 remained vacant until Bradley built a house on it in the 

1920s. It was let to tenants until 1944, when tenant Mrs May Moorhead bought the property and 

became the first owner/occupant. 

 

Possibly because Sub 13 had a natural depression running across it, it was not sold by the Frost family until 

1896, when the Aulsebrook family bought it as a ‘spare’ allotment adjacent to their home on Sub 15. After a 

succession of owners, a house was built on the allotment in 1958/59, and the property (now 27 Jackson Street)  

sold to the current occupant and her late husband in 1960. 

 

Reference has already been made to John Frost’s background differing from that of most speculators in the 

Indooroopilly district. Whether as a consequence of good luck or astute analytical skills, his record also 

differed from that of many others:- 

 

 His timing was perfect, offering his allotments during the 1887-90 boom in land sales. 

 He identified a market among the ‘country’ people of Chapel Hill considering re-settling or retiring 

closer to town. 

 His wide allotments appealed to purchasers wanting the convenience of town living without the 

cramped conditions. 

 He avoided the costs of commission agents, auctioneers, and advertising by marketing his allotments 

by word-of-mouth among members of the community where he had lived for 20 years. 

 He retained an interest in his subdivision. After the sales, he and Frances lived in their home at 414 

Moggill Road until their deaths in 1891 and 1904 respectively. 

 

Resubs 7 and 8 – Rylatt Estate 

George Rylatt was the Janitor of Brisbane Grammar School when he bought his Indooroopilly property from 

Cooksley in 1877. He held the post from 1872 to 1923, during which period his role and influence in the life 

of the school was very wide ranging. It is not entirely untrue to say that he ran the school with the assistance 

of a series of Headmasters and Boards of Trustees. He was also prominent in Brisbane’s musical circles, as the 

conductor of choirs and orchestras.  

 

He was responsible for identifying and securing the School’s current site on Gregory Terrace when it became 

necessary to move from its original location in 1881 in order to accommodate Roma Street Railway Station. 

His Indooroopilly real estate venture was less successful. The property was mortgaged in early 1880, and 
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mortgages were granted and released regularly over the next 10 years, suggesting that Rylatt may have been 

undergoing some financial pressures. He may have had difficulty deciding whether to subdivide his property 

into a few large home sites which would appeal to the more affluent members of the public, or to maximise 

the yield with a large number of 16-perch allotments. In any event, approximately two-thirds of his parcel was 

offered as two building sites (Lots A and C of Resubs 7 and 8) with wide frontages to Moggill Road and right-

of-way at back. At an auction conducted by C Fletcher on 25 April, 1889, the sites were said to offer ‘a chance 

seldom obtained, namely, a good building site in a healthy locality, with plenty of ground. Close to the 

Railway Station and Brisbane River, and fronting a main Government road with the water main laid on.’ 

  

 
Sales poster for the Rylatt Estate (sometimes referred to as Rylatt’s) 

 (SLQ Rec No 21104825120002061) 

 

No sales resulted, and Rylatt arranged for the property to be subdivided into 33 allotments (Subs 1 to 33), 

almost all of 16 perches. Ownership of Resubs 7 and 8 was transferred to The Metropolitan Freehold Land 

and Building Company Limited in February, 1890.  

 

The sale of the Indooroopilly property did not resolve Rylatt’s liquidity problems. The following year, on 23 

December, he petitioned for insolvency, citing liabilities of £672/15/4 and no assets. The causes of the 

insolvency were given as pressure of creditors, costs of a Supreme Court action, and losses in mining. Rylatt 

eventually resolved his difficulties, and successfully applied for a Certificate of Discharge in August, 1907. 
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Subdivision Plan for Resubs 7 and 8 

 

G T Bell held an on-site auction on 29 March, 1890 after extensive advertising and inducements including free 

train tickets from Central and free cabs from Bell’s city premises. While the estate was widely known as 

‘Rylatt’s Estate’ it was given the grander title of ‘The Rylatt Estate’ in pre-sale advertising. Following the 

auction, Bell reported to The Telegraph that ‘The attendance was small, and bidding lacked spirit, but 

notwithstanding these drawbacks the whole of the estate (33 allotments) was disposed of for the sum of 

£1,041 ; average £31 10s. 11d.’  

 

Transfer of ownership of 13 of the allotments purchased at Bell’s 1890 auction occurred before August, 1891, 

when the remaining 20 allotments (and presumably other assets) were mortgaged to The Royal Bank of 

Queensland Limited, and subsequent transfers were ‘by mortgagee’. The mortgage was transferred to The 

Bank of Queensland Limited in June, 1918, and to The National Bank Of Australasia Limited in 1922. It is 

clear that many of the purchasers had taken advantage of the opportunity offered by the vendor to make a 

small deposit and to pay the balance over a period of up to five years. As property values plummeted during 

1890, a considerable number reviewed their situation, and opted to forfeit their deposits rather than proceed 

with their purchases.   

 

Ownership of the 33 allotments was transferred as follows :- 

 

Subs 1 and 2 to Frederick Woodhouse in April, 1890. At about the same time, Woodhouse had a rental 

home built at 15 Jackson Street in Frost’s subdivision. 
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Subs 32 and 33 to Lucy Lloyd in May, 1890. Mrs Lloyd had been the purchaser of a similar irregularly 

shaped allotment at the lower end of Jackson Street. 

 

Subs 4 and 5 to Robert Stewart and Charles Highfield in July, 1890. Rev Stewart and church official 

Highfield acquired this property to accommodate a replacement for the Wesleyan Methodist Church at 45 

Riverview Terrace. The new church building, facing towards Rylatt Street, was opened on 14 September, 

1890. The building was designed by architect Hedley Dunn, and built by William Havercroft at a cost of 

£410. 

 

Sub 3 to Margaret Lind Dow in September, 1890. Mrs Dow’s husband was a baker, and the Dows had a 

home and bakery established very soon after purchasing the site. 

 

Sub 27 to Frederick Carloss in November, 1890. The home of Fred Carloss, a plumber, was built at 29 

Rylatt Street in 1891. 

 

Subs 19 and 20 to James Graham in May, 1891.  Graham had been the owner of 418 Moggill Road in 

Frost’s subdivision (1888-89) before it became the home of his mother, Mrs Cordelia Graham. 

 

Subs 8 and 9 had a separate Certificate of Title issued to the Company in May, 1891. The subsequent 

owner is unknown. 

 

Subs 17 and 18 to John Wherry in June, 1891. Wherry had his home (now 11 Rylatt Street) built soon 

after purchasing the allotments, and became a Trustee of the Church on the adjoining property. 

 

Subs 21 and 22 to Robert Compton Graham in December, 1891. Graham was a brother of James Graham, 

purchaser of the adjoining Subs 19 and 20. 

 

Sub 28 to Frederick Carloss in February, 1892. This allotment remained a ‘spare’ allotment attached to 

what was originally the Carloss home until 2005/06. 

 

Sub 6 to Claude Arthur Forster in October, 1892. This allotment was added to the church property in 

January, 1902, making up the parcel of land now known as 402 Moggill Road. 

 

Subs 23 and 24 to Alfred Ayers (sic) in October, 1897. Alfred Ayres owned and lived at 12 Jackson 

Street from 1885 to 1903. 
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Subs 15 and 16 to Abraham Wilson Palmer in June, 1899. Sub 16 later became part of the road link 

between Rylatt Street and Burton Street. 

 

Sub 7 to Arthur Gordon Beck in October, 1905. Beck, the stock inspector son of Henry and Helen Beck, 

had bought the adjoining Sub 4 in Frost’s subdivision the previous year. In November, 1910, Beck sold 

both allotments and his family home to the Methodist Church for use as a parsonage. 

 

Subs 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 to George Burton and Samuel Edwin Burton in June, 1915. Details of the 

Shirley Street subdivision haven’t been researched, but it is possible that the Burton brothers were 

involved, because the subdivision used some of the land they bought in 1915. Their mother, Mrs Frances 

Burton, had bought Resubs 11 and 12 from Cooksley in 1878. 

 

Subs 25 and 26 to Rebecca Goward in July, 1917. Mrs Goward’s husband Thomas was the brother of 

Mrs Alice Bradley, whose husband John’s Jackson Street properties included one backing onto Subs 25 

and 26. The long-term family home of the Gowards was Surreyville, at the corner of Rankin Street and 

Musgrave Road. 

 

Subs 29, 30 and 31 to Alfred Westbrook Ham in December, 1924. These three allotments were 

subsequently reconfigured into two larger allotments (Nos. 33 and 35 Rylatt Street.) 

 

Resub 9 

 

 
 

1877 Plan of Subdivision of Sub 3. 

Resub 9 is highlighted 

Part of McKellar’s Map. Resub 10 has been subdivided  

into Subs 1 to 7. Resub 11 and 12 have been  

reconfigured into Subs 1 to 4 
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George Saxson arrived in Brisbane from England in 1862, 15 years before he purchased Resub 9. Little is 

known regarding Saxson and his wife, Isabella, except that they were long term residents of New Farm, where 

they died in 1909 and 1934 respectively. It is thought that Resub 9 remained a vacant site during Saxson’s 

period of ownership.  

 

Ownership records of Resub 9 subsequent to its purchase by Saxson haven’t been searched in detail. However, 

it is known that one or more members of the Burton family were later owners of the property. 

 

Frances Burton had bought Resubs 11 and 12 in November, 1878, and she and her husband Charles had made 

their home in Station Road. Charles and/or Frances then purchased Resub 9, on which they operated a grocery 

store which was used as a locational guide in advertisements for the sale or rental of other properties in its 

vicinity. When George Rylatt attempted to sell the front part of Resub 8 in April, 1889, a sales feature was 

that his property ‘adjoins Mrs Burton’s store’. 

 

Operation of the store was taken over in the mid 1890s by George Burton, the eldest child of the family. 

George had worked for the Queensland Railways Department from 1874 until 1886, in which year he 

purchased Resub 1 in Richmond Estate. George and his father became Trustees of the Methodist Church in 

Rylatt Street, and he eventually sold his allotment at the corner of Station and Musgrave Roads when the 

congregation required a site for a new church building. George was still a Trustee when the Rylatt Street 

property was sold in order to finance construction of the Anzac Memorial Church. 

 

George married Matilda Mawby in 1887, and the couple made their home in the shop/residence on Resub 9. In 

1914, George and his family moved to a farm which he had bought at Cambooya. George became a prominent 

member of the local community, and remained on the farm until his death in 1937. 

 

The move to Cambooya probably triggered the decision by George and his brother Samuel Edwin to make a 

strategic purchase in Rylatt’s Estate. In 1914, they bought Subs 10 to 14 from among the allotments still 

remaining from the 1890 sale. Part of the Rylatt Street land was later used in the creation of Shirley Street, 

which provided access to the rear of Subs 9, 11 and 12, and facilitated their subdivision into smaller 

residential allotments. Resub 9 was subdivided into allotments facing Moggill Road and Shirley Street. 

Burton’s Store occupied Subs 1and 2, two of five allotments facing Moggill Road, and remains there to this 

day (384/386 Moggill Road), protected by Commercial Character Building status under the City Plan. 

 

In the 1930s, houses were built on the other three allotments facing Moggill Road (street numbers 378, 380 

and 382). 
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Resub 10 

John Newman is thought to have been living in Warren Street, fortitude Valley, when he purchased Resub 10 

in 1877 in order to have a better located base for his work in the timber industry. He had a house built on the 

Indooroopilly property shortly after its purchase, and was described as a timber-getter residing at 

Indooroopilly when he and several other jurymen were fined for non-attendance at the District Court in April, 

1878.  

 

His business in Indooroopilly may have been subject to fluctuating levels of activity. In August, 1879, he 

offered the property for sale or to let, describing it as ‘a four-roomed house, with 1½ acre of land fenced in 

with paling fence; partly under cultivation, situated on the Moggill Road about four minutes’ walk from the 

Indooroopilly Railway Station.’ He was still in occupation in March, 1880, however, and seeking tenants for 

the Warren Street home. It is probable that a decision had been made to enlarge the Indooroopilly house and 

for Newman’s wife, Mary Ann (‘Nance’) and their children to move there. The Indooroopilly business must 

have been booming by mid-1881, when Newman was advertising for ‘six men to cut cordwood … Apply at 

once.’  The Warren Street house was re-let to various tenants over the next few years, and the proximity of the 

Newman’s residence was featured in advertising for Indooroopilly Railway Station Estate in May, 1884. 

   

Newman’s circumstances had changed again by April, 1884, when he advertised the sale of the Indooroopilly 

property. The house was described as having six rooms, and the advertised distance from the station had 

increased from a four minute walk to a five minute walk. The Newman family moved back to 115 Warren 

Street, which later became the family home of John’s son George when John and Nance retired to Blencowe, 

Loudon Street, Sandgate.  

 

Details of the next owner of Resub 10 haven’t been researched, but it is known that the property had been 

subdivided into seven smaller allotments (Subs 1 to 7 – plan of subdivision 23685) by the mid-1890s. The 

former Newman home was located on Sub 2, and was occupied by Samuel L Hill. The business of Hobson 

and Hall, blacksmiths, was being conducted on the site. 

 

Sub 2, occupied by a shop and five-roomed dwelling, was auctioned on 9 June, 1902. One of the front rooms 

of Newman’s home had apparently been incorporated into a shop on the Moggill Road frontage. It is thought 

that it was following this auction that Alexander Mitchell became the owner of Sub 2, and that the property 

became known as Mitchell’s Store. Two years later, on 12 August, the vacant Subs 3 and 4 were auctioned. 

Mitchell eventually became the owner of Subs 1 to 4. Following his death on 14 December, 1928, ownership 

passed to his widow, Jessie Rose Mitchell.  
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In the 1950s, the rear parts of Subs 1, 2 and 3 were used to provide a site for the Indooroopilly Community 

Preschool and Kindergarten (376 Moggill Road), with pedestrian access from Moggill Road via a strip of land 

through the former Sub 1. 

 

Around 1980, the former Mitchell’s Store and the other shop buildings which had been added to the property 

were demolished, and the aggregation of four allotments became the site of the present-day neighbourhood 

shopping centre (368 and 374 Moggill Road). 

 

Sub 5, facing Station Road, was occupied for many years by a butcher’s shop, possibly as early as the 1890’s 

under the control of William Myers. The Penhaligon brothers (Wally and Jim) closed the business in the late 

1970s, and their premises were replaced by the current building at 152 Station Road. This functioned initially 

as a restaurant, and has had several subsequent changes of use.  

 

Subs 6 and 7 are thought to have always been jointly owned, and used to accommodate a house and then a 

doctor’s surgery. Following a further subdivision, the front part is occupied b Isabella’s Place, the residential 

complex at 146 Station Road, and the rear part by an apartment building accessed from Shirley Street (8 

Shirley Street). 

 

Resubs 11 and 12 

Charles and Frances Burton arrived in Brisbane from Hampshire in 1874. Two years later, when giving 

evidence in a murder trial, Frances was referred to as ‘who keeps a store on the road to Indooroopilly’. It is 

thought that the store was in Moggill Road in the vicinity of Taringa. Another two years later, in 1878, 

Frances bought Resubs 11 and 12 in Station Road, just around the corner from John Newman’s property. 

 

It is thought that the Burtons had a home built on Resub 12 within a few years of its purchase. By the mid-

1890s, the two-lot property had been subdivided into four allotments (Subs 1 to 4) as shown on McKellar’s 

Map. Sub 4, which approximated the former Resub 12, accommodated the Burton home.  

 

After the death of Charles in March, 1907, Frances continued to live in the Station Road home until her death 

in November, 1909.  

 

It is thought that the former Burton home remained until the 1970s, when Sub 3 and Sub 4 were amalgamated 

with part of the former Ballinger-owned Resub 13, creating the site for the Westview apartment building at 

134 Station Road. 
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Subs 1 and 2 have also undergone several reconfigurations, with the first probably occurring around 1900. 

When Rev Samuel Isaac Alden and his wife Martha moved to Station Road around 1910, their property was 

described as Resub 2 of Subs 1 and 2 of Resubs 11 and 12. Their allotment accommodated two houses, and 

they occupied the larger one, which they named Aldendene. Rev Alden was a Presbyterian Minister, and had 

served in various country centres before retiring to Brisbane. The Alden’s eldest daughter, Elizabeth Mary, 

had married Thomas Ballinger (the original purchaser of Resubs 13 and 14) following the death of Ballinger’s 

first wife. Following the death of Rev Alden in November, 1914, his widow continued living in Aldendene 

until her death in September, 1916.  

 

At that time the smaller house on the property was rented to a Miss Renton. Sarah Renton was the eldest of six 

siblings. They had previously lived in Hillburn Cottage, 40 Warren Street, Fortitude Valley, from where their 

father had run a successful tailoring business. Both parents had died in 1896, and the children’s move to a 

Moggill Road home (details not known) some years later may have resulted from an acquaintanceship with 

the Newman family, who also lived in Warren Street. The subsequent move to the cottage on the Aldendene 

property may have been because of the Edinburgh-born Sarah’s association with the Presbyterian Church. The 

youngest Renton child, Ruby, later became a nurse and, around 1928, had a house built on her allotment in 

Rylatt Street (No. 22) from where she operated a midwifery practice. 

 

The whole parcel comprising what had been Subs 1 and 2 of Resubs 11 and 12 were later amalgamated, and is 

now occupied by a residential complex at 144 Station Road. 

 

 
 Part of McKellar’s 1895 Map. Resub 21 is shown  

 as having been subdivided into 14 allotments.  This was 

subsequently superseded by another subdivision 

1946 aerial photograph of the same area 

(QImagery) 
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Resubs 13 and 14 

Thomas John Ballinger was a child when he accompanied his parents from Gloucester to Queensland in 1859. 

He started his working life on his father’s sugar plantations, and is credited with having made the State’s first 

ton of white sugar, using the steam boiling manufacturing process introduced by his father. He then worked 

for the government as a licensed surveyor. In November, 1874, he was appointed to report on proposed 

railway routes. This may have stimulated his interest in Indooroopilly and influenced his decision to buy 

Resubs 13 and 14 in March, 1878. 

 

Whatever the purpose of the acquisition, it is thought that Ballinger never resided in Indooroopilly. He spent a 

number of years in positions with local authorities before joining the Justice Department in 1900. Three years 

later, he was appointed Chief Bailiff to the Supreme Court. After 16 years in that position, he took up fruit 

growing and preserving in Stanthorpe. He then retired to Sandgate, where he died in 1938. 

 

Each of Ballinger’s allotments was used to accommodate a substantial house. Resub 13 subsequently had its 

northern side boundary realigned in conjunction with the reconfiguration of the components of the Resubs 11 

and 12 property. The house on Resub 13 was replaced by the present-day apartment building at 128 Station 

Road.  

 

The house on Resub 14 was replaced by The Terrace, a row of attached houses at 124 Station Road. The 

boundaries of the parcel of land are unchanged since its purchase by Ballinger. 

 

Resub 15 

When Edward Oakes Kirkwood purchased Resub 15 in 1877, it may have been his intention to open a grocery 

store to service the rapidly growing district. At the time, he and his father operated a store in Montague Street, 

West End.  

 

Details of when and how he disposed of the Indooroopilly property are not known, but it is clear that any 

plans to live and work there did not come to fruition. Ten years after the purchase, Kirkwood and his young 

family were living above the West End shop. One evening when his wife Eliza and three children were in the 

shop, a local criminal, known as ‘Jimmy the Masher’, entered with a handkerchief covering his lower face, 

pointed a revolver at Mrs Kirkwood, and demanded ‘Your money or your life’. Further misfortune apparently 

affected the family, and Kirkwood was declared insolvent in November, 1890. The family then moved to 

Goodna, where Edward died three years later at the age of 44. 

 

A subsequent owner built a house on the property, possibly around 1900. The creation of Burton Street 

provided street access to the rear of the site, and it was subdivided into Sub 1 (15 Burton Street) and Sub 2 



 
Dreams, Hopes and Burnt Fingers  Page 32 of 38 
Ron Hamer, I&DHS November  2018 
 

(120 Station Road). An apartment building was built on Sub 1, and the house on Sub 2 was replaced by the 

Casa Pueblo row of attached houses. 

 

Resubs 16, 17 and 18 

Endorsements on the Certificate of Title for Cooksley’s Sub 3 record the lodging and registration of 

documents transferring ownership of each of the 21 Resubs. The purchaser of Resubs 17 and 18 is shown as 

William Powell. When documents relating to Resub 16 were lodged four months later, in March, 1878, the 

purchaser was recorded as Rev William Powell. It is thought that the purchaser in each case was Reverend 

William Powell, a Primitive Methodist clergyman who later gained public prominence for his work with 

prison inmates and discharged prisoners. In the 1870s, Methodism comprised a number of different streams, 

based on doctrinal differences, with each stream vigorously expanding into new localities. In the 

Indooroopilly district, the Bible Christians had built a church in what is now St Lucia in 1869 to serve the 

farming community at Long Pocket, the Primitive Methodists had built a church in the farming community of 

Chapel Hill in 1875, and the Wesleyan Methodists had had a church in Riverview Terrace since 1876. 

 

Rev Powell had taken up an appointment in Rockhampton on his arrival from England in 1871, and was 

instrumental in the establishment of congregations and the building of churches in various centres in Central 

and Western Queensland  and in the Wide Bay area. In 1875, he was transferred to the Brisbane circuit, based 

at West End, and was the preacher at the two services held at the opening of the church at Chapel Hill. 

 

It is likely that the three adjoining allotments in Station Road were acquired with a view to establishing a 

church to serve the pastoral needs of the townspeople settling in the vicinity of the railway station. It is also 

likely that owners of nearby properties had some involvement with Powell’s plans. Transfer documents for 

Powell’s Resub 16 were lodged at the Registry Office together with those for Resubs 13 and 14, which had 

been bought by T J Ballinger, a staunch Methodist and local preacher. Rev Powell had officiated at the 

wedding in May, 1876 of Francis Buck, the purchaser of Resub 19, and a keen student of the scriptures. 

 

If a title search were to show that ownership of the allotments was promptly transferred from Powell to a 

group of trustees, it would lend weight to the likelihood that a church-related project was being contemplated. 

This research has not been undertaken. If such a project had been under consideration, it is likely that its 

viability was brought into question by the establishment of the Wesleyan Methodist Church nearby in 

Riverview Terrace. Subsequent Primitive Methodist clergymen turned their attention to the formation of a 

congregation in Taringa. Open air services were conducted regularly from 1886, followed by the building of a 

church.   
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Well after Rev Powell’s involvement in the locality, a development providing a link (Burton Street) between 

Station Road and Rylatt Street resulted in significant changes to Powell’s former allotments:- 

 

 The northern half of Resub 17 became Burton Street, with the balance of Resub 17 being used for a 

few residential allotments facing Burton Street. Houses built on these allotments have been replaced 

by multiple dwelling developments. 

 A house at 110 Station Road occupies the front part of the former Resub 18. It is thought that its site 

formerly comprised all of Resub 18 and the southern part of Resub 17, but its size has been greatly 

reduced as a consequence of developments along Burton Street. 

 The subdivision of Resub 16 provided two allotments facing Burton Street, currently occupied by 

houses at No. 11 and No. 13, and two allotments facing Station Road, currently occupied by the house 

at 116 Station Road. 

 

Resub 19 

George Francis Buck held a senior administrative position in the Railways Department, which probably 

triggered his interest in acquiring property near the recently extended line in March, 1878. 

Prior to entering the railway service, Buck had had a varied career. His Tyneside father was one of the first 

master mariners to command an iron ship, and George was educated at Greenwich Naval College. He then 

changed course and took a position with the Great Eastern Railway Company. He returned to seafaring, until 

news of the Palmer River gold rush in 1873 attracted him to Queensland. Encountering no success on the 

goldfield, Buck settled in Brisbane with the Railways Department.  

 

In the same year that Buck bought Resub 19, he received an internal injury that was thought to be life ending. 

This ended any thought of settling in Indooroopilly, and he moved to Sandgate. His health improved, and two 

years later, he was a signatory to the petition for the incorporation of the Town of Sandgate. He went on to 

spend a total of 48 years as an active member of the Sandgate community. 

 

Resub 19 and Bothamley’s Resub 20 are believed to have come under joint ownership at some time, possibly 

around 1900. A single house (possibly Bothamley’s or a replacement) occupied the double allotment until the 

1970s, when it was replaced by the Norwood Place apartment building at 104 Station Road. 

 

Resub 20 

At the time of buying his Indooroopilly property in January, 1878, William Henry Bothamley was managing 

the Fortitude Valley branch of his brother-in-law’s Queen Street-based bookselling and stationery business, 

and had been living on Wickham Terrace. In September of the following year, he acquired the branch 

business, and announced ‘his intention to immediately open a CIRCULATING LIBRARY, in which will be 
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found a large collection of New and Interesting Literature in all branches. All the English and Colonial 

Newspapers will be received by each mail, and will be delivered regularly to customers’. 

 

The business in Ann Street must have prospered to the extent that Bothamley was able to have a family home 

built on the Indooroopilly land. Advertising for the sale of the Indooroopilly Railway Station Estate in 1884 

drew attention to the proximity of the Estate to Mr Bothamley’s residence.  

 

However, a decline in Bothamley’s fortunes must have commenced around this time. In September, 1886, the 

family had moved to Southport when a Police Magistrate issued an order prohibiting the giving, selling or 

supply of liquor to Bothamley because ‘in consequence of the extensive use of Liquor’ he ‘misspends and 

wastes his Estate’. Matters deteriorated further, and Bothamley was arrested in May, 1888 on three charges of 

false pretences after paying for goods with cheques which were dishonoured.   

 

Resub 20 was later amalgamated with George Buck’s Resub 19, and the property has been occupied by the 

Norwood Place apartment building since the 1970s.            

 

Resub 21 

 
 

Subdivision Plan Resub 21 

 

Henry Wyat Radford had been a pastoralist before entering the Queensland Parliamentary Service in 1862. He 

was promoted to the position of Clerk of Parliaments in 1881, and held that post until 1902. It is not known 

when or how Radford disposed of Resub 21. It had probably been surveyed as the largest parcel in Cooksley’s 
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subdivision in anticipation that a future road between Portions 683 and 685 would facilitate its subdivision 

into smaller allotments.  

 

The subdivision of Resub 21 into 14 allotments and a street, as shown on McKellar’s 1895 map, appears to 

have been based on a preliminary survey which did not proceed. Resub 21 was subsequently subdivided into 

Subs 1 to 16. The allotments became used as house sites, some after the amalgamation of adjoining 

allotments, and each of the houses has now been replaced by multiple dwelling developments:- 

 

 Subs 1 and 2 were previously occupied by a house, which was replaced by an apartment 

development at 98 Station Road. 

 Subs 3 and 4 also accommodated a house, now replaced by an apartment development at 92 Station 

Road. 

 A single house previously occupied Subs 5, 6 and 7. Sub 14 was added to the aggregation of 

allotments in order to provide vehicular access from Finney Road. The house was replaced by an 

apartment complex which has substantial frontage to Station Road, but a 15 Finney Road address. 

 Three houses (on Subs 8 and 9, on Sub 10, and on Subs 11, 12 and 13) were replaced by a public 

housing apartment development. The complex has street addresses 75 Musgrave Road and 11 

Finney Road. 

 Sub 15 was previously occupied by a house, which was replaced by an apartment development at 19 

Finney Road. 

 With an area in excess of two acres, Sub 16 was considerably larger than any other allotment in the 

Resub 21 subdivision, (and larger than any of the other 20 Resubs in Cooksley’s subdivision). It was 

the lowest ground of Cooksley’s Sub 3, with a gully containing a stream running from its rear 

boundary to its street frontage. The stream drained stormwater runoff from nearly all of the 27 acre 

parcel and linked up with Ferny Gully en route to the Brisbane River. The eastern part of the 

property above the bank of the gully was used to accommodate a house at the front and, later, a 

building behind it used by the Indooroopilly Scout Group. The property was subdivided into Resub 1 

(of Sub 16), a large residential allotment, and Resub 2, the remnant which became the Scout 

property at 29 Finney Road. The house was subsequently demolished, and replaced by the apartment 

building at 23 Finney Road.      

 

One Hundred Years On 

In December, 1968, a century after Portion 683 had been purchased by Charles Street, its residents were, for 

the most part, leading quiet lives. Many were from early families who had experienced two world wars, a 

depression and, in some cases, the floods and economic turbulence of the 1890s. Others were newcomers, 

predominantly young married couples who had chosen Indooroopilly ahead of life in a new house in one of 



 
Dreams, Hopes and Burnt Fingers  Page 36 of 38 
Ron Hamer, I&DHS November  2018 
 

the fast-growing suburbs developing around the perimeter of Brisbane. The residents were about to witness an 

event which was to be as significant as the coming of the railway had been in the 1870s. 

 

In early 1969, a squad of men in suits made their way through parts of the neighbouring Portions 47 and 48, 

brandishing option agreements and cheque books, and urging property owners to ‘Sell!’ with the same fervour 

that their predecessors had preached the ‘Buy!’ message in the 1870s and 1880s. Options over all the targeted 

properties were soon secured, the options were exercised, and Westfield Holdings proceeded with their 

Indooroopilly Shoppingtown project. The project initially occupied a site bounded by Musgrave Road, 

Moggill Road, Stamford Road, and Grosvenor Road. The scale of the retail/commercial project, superimposed 

on a locality comprised almost entirely of single detached dwellings, made it inevitable that it would become 

the centrepiece of a major urban hub, and attract the interest of speculators focussed on making quick profits 

through negotiating rezonings and development approvals. 

Most of the new wave of speculators were, like the affluent Queen Street draper of the 1860s, outsiders with 

dreams of using real estate speculation as a means of accumulating wealth. History repeated itself, in that the 

dreams of some were realised, while others had their fingers burnt. The latter group experienced their dreams 

changing to increasingly forlorn hopes as their pockets, like those of Charles Street, were found to be 

insufficiently deep to sustain holding charges long enough to capitalise on their investment. 

 

A significant difference between the 1970s investment climate and that of earlier times was that Indooroopilly 

was now an established residential area, and the residents, for the most part, did not share the speculators’ 

enthusiasm for profit-generating progress. The Indooroopilly Area Residents Action Group was formed to 

express community views and to take action on issues of concern to those in the suburb and adjacent areas. 

These issues included continuing encroachment of commercial development in residential areas, threatened 

freeway development, road widening, high rise development, and depletion of parkland. The suburb was 

divided into 10 areas, with several nominated residents in each area responsible for acting as neighbourhood 

‘watchdogs’ – identifying issues, alerting affected parties, and spearheading a response. 

 

The Group’s Newsletter in June, 1974 reported on a number of current issues, including some directly 

affecting Portion 683:- 

 

 A Car Sales Yard had been established in Moggill Road, opposite the School, despite widespread 

public opposition to the rezoning of residential properties in the former Woodville Estate. Two 

further rezoning applications had been lodged, one to enable the Yard to expand around the corner 

into Finney Road, and the other to expand around the other corner into Woodville Street. The 

Newsletter reported that, despite several hundred objections having been lodged, Council had just 
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approved the Finney Road expansion, and provisional approval had been given to the Woodville 

Street expansion. 

 The proprietor of the Car Yard, had responded to complaints about the effects of lighting and 

construction activities by informing the Group’s Secretary that he intended to erect a bus shelter 

opposite the School, and to donate it to the Council. 

 Preliminary moves were afoot to replace one of the small shops in Moggill Road with a two-storey 

office building. 

 

The Group provided a forum for residents to vent their feelings of outrage, but was ineffectual in achieving 

significant results. Residents came to realise that no reliance could be placed on provisions of the Town Plan 

to provide the certainty and security which they wanted. Despite prescriptive rules, houses in their immediate 

neighbourhood might be replaced by a fast food outlet, a car yard, or a high-rise residential development.  

 

The Car Yard has now expanded to incorporate all 25 former residential allotments in the Moggill 

Road/Finney Road/Woodville Street block. The Bus Shelter, intended as a monument to good corporate 

citizenship, has been replaced several times, and provides minimal disruption to the view of display vehicles 

and sparse shelter from sun and rain to its users. The Small Shop has gone, with redevelopment of its 

replacement encouraged by the site’s current zoning.  

 

Another Fifty Years On 

Life in Portion 683 in 2018 is, as it was in 1968, reasonably calm and settled. The turmoil associated with 

development of the Indooroopilly Centre Neighbourhood Plan (2009-2012) and review of the City Plan (2012-

2014) is over. For the time being, speculators are gainfully employed with the easy opportunities available in 

upzoned areas without needing to resort to hard graft in remnant low density pockets. 

 

In the early stages of the community consultation process, it had been proposed that, since traffic activity 

along Moggill Road made it no longer suitable for residential use, provision should be made for the road to be 

lined on both sides by a seven-storey high Great Wall of Commerce. The balance of Portion 683, including 

areas with Demolition Control Precinct status, was to become available for high density residential 

redevelopment.  

 

The proposal caused some of the 1970s Watchdogs to emerge from their colonial-era kennels, yelp in pain, 

bark in alarm, and snap and snarl in anger. The urban planners tweaked their computer modelling, and a 

compromise was negotiated. For some time to come, travellers along Moggill Road will still be able to see the 

only examples of timber and tin colonial buildings surviving along the route of James Warner’s 1849 road 
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between Toowong and Moggill. Further examples of homes built before the finger-burning in the 1890s can 

also be seen by the traveller who turns into Portion 683 at Rylatt, Jackson or Woodville Street.   

 

Perhaps the past and present residents of those homes are the ones who have achieved the best return on their 

investment in real estate, the stayers who have been content to live in the area and enjoy what it has to 

contribute to their lifestyle.  
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