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Part One - David and Martha Guyatt 

David Guyatt married Martha Swinden (nee Burgess) on 16 September 1877 in the Primitive 

Methodist Chapel in Newbury, Berkshire. Martha was 30 years old, David only 21 although he gave 

his age as 25. One of the witnesses on the marriage record is a Francis Woodward who was his sister 

Ann’s husband. David’s occupation is shown as ‘Gardener’ 1.  

Martha was a widow. She had married John Francis Swinden in 1871. John had been a green grocer 

and died on 22 April 1875 when only 25 years old. His cause of death is recorded as ‘Phthisis’ which 

is now known as ‘Tuberculosis’. They had a daughter Edith Martha Swinden in 1872. There seems to 

have also been a son, Francis Swinden who died age one in the June Quarter of 1875. Martha and 

John Francis Swinden had lived at Speenhamland.   

 

Newbury lies on the River Kennet which rises in the chalk hills to the west and flows into the Thames at 

Reading.  Rocque’s 1761 map of Newbury shows Stroud Green and Speenhamland on the outskirts of the 

town.(Map – West Berkshire website). John Rocque moved to England with his French Huguenot parents in the 

early 1700s. He was a surveyor, cartographer and map seller but with his brother was also involved in 

landscaping. In addition to his county maps he prepared the first detailed maps of London (Mostlymaps.com) 

David’s paternal grandparents William Guyatt and Winifred (nee Kemp) lived near Tidcombe, 

Wiltshire (adjoining County). There they christened at least nine children, their youngest George 

Guyatt, David’s father, in June 1822.2 George was born in Fosbury which is very close to Tidcombe. 

In 1841 it had a population of only 150.  

George married Eliza Owen on 12 November 1846 in Ellisfield, Hampshire (adjoining County), 

which is six miles south of Basingstoke. The name of the county on the Marriage Certificate is 

Southampton. Very early maps name the county as Hampshire or Southampton. Today Ellisfield is a 

                                                           
1
 The primary research on David and Martha’s ancestry and their immediate family has been undertaken by 

Nanette Asher. Nanette is Martha’s great grand-daughter 
2
 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints International Genealogical Index http://www.familysearch.org 
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village with a population of about 290 with 119 houses, no school, no shops and no Post Office. 

George was a labourer at the time of his marriage, as was his father William, and Eliza was a servant. 

Her father’s name does not appear on the Marriage Certificate. It is understood she was born at 

Cliddesden which is only about two miles north of Ellisfield. 

When the 1851 Census was taken George and Eliza were living at Stroud Green, Newbury. William, 

George’s father, had died in 1846 and his mother Winifred was living with George and Eliza. George 

and Eliza had four children, Ann born in 1848, Emma in 1850 and Mary Ann in 1859, son David, 

their third child, was born on 28 March 1856 at Greenham Mills in Newbury. Eliza registered the 

birth on 24 April using her mark in lieu of a signature.  George’s occupation is recorded as ‘millers 

labourer’. The mill at this time had been converted to process grain, however, it had previously been a 

woollen mill.  

 

In 1811 the owner of Greenham Mill Mr Coxeter discussed with Sir John Throckmorton Bart the possibility that 

following the installation of modern machinery in his mill he believed he could produce a woollen coat from the 

sheep’s back to finished article in a single day (sunrise to sunset). Confident this could be achieved Sir John 

wagered 1,000 guineas with his dinner guests and the date set for the attempt. On 25 June he sat down to dinner 

in the finished coat, the sheep having been shorn at 5am the same morning. This feat was re-enacted in 1991 

shaving one hour off the process, the coat is on display at Coughton Court, Warwickshire (AD June 2012) 

On 8 December 1860, when David was just four years old, Eliza died at Greenham Mills. George was 

present at her death. The cause of death is given as ‘Congestion of the liver 3 weeks, Jaundice 5 days, 

Apoplexy 28 hours’. She was only 37 years old. George Guyatt lived until he was 81 years old, dying 

in Newbury in 1904. 

David’s future wife Martha was born in Hampstead Norris which is north of Newbury on 12 February 

1847. Her father, Thomas Burgess, was a carpenter. Her mother’s maiden name was Ann Brunsden 

and like David’s mother, registered the birth with her mark. 
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In 1861 the Burgess family was living in a small village called Wellhouse. Martha was 14 years old 

and had an older sister Sarah aged 15, who was a servant, and four younger sisters and brothers. The 

Census address is given as a ‘Carpenter Shop’. On the preceding line is written Grimsby Castle. This 

location is still shown on maps and is the site of a long gone fort with only the ramparts evident in the 

woods. 

Following David and Martha’s marriage in 1877 they lived in Speenhamland 3 their first son Allen 

Guyatt born there on 26 June 1878. David’s occupation shown on Allen’s Birth Certificate was noted 

as ‘Market Gardener’. 

Allen was followed by Jessie born on 7 January 1881 and Daisy born in April 1883. The 1881 Census 

has David’s occupation as Mealman, Corn merchant. Martha’s daughter Edith Swinden is incorrectly 

recorded as Edith M Guyatt. 

 

Whilst there is a photograph of David Guyatt in middle age (BCC Images) we only have the handwriting of 

Martha, from a novel given to her daughter Dolly (Jessie) possibly for her thirteenth birthday (Nanette Asher) 

The reason David and Martha decided to emigrate to Australia is unclear, however, they departed 

from Plymouth on the ‘Roma’ 2,000 tons, on 19 December 1883. Many thousands emigrated during 

the 1880s, many to Queensland. The ship was under the command of Captain Mann, the doctor was 

Dr Taylor accompanied by Mrs Bourke, presumably his assistant. The ship sailed via Batavia through 

the area which had recently been affected by the great Krakatau volcanic eruption, which was the 

largest eruption ever recorded and heard as far away as Australia. 

The ships Port Summary shows three single females only disembarked at Cooktown, and the rest of 

the passengers at Townsville, Bowen, Mackay, Rockhampton and Brisbane. The Roma arrived at the 

Brisbane River bar on 14 February 1884 4 with 214 immigrants on board. 

Unfortunately double tragedy struck the family, Martha’s eldest daughter, Edith Swinden, died six 

weeks after arriving in Australia. She was buried in Toowong Cemetery on 1 April, 1884. Less than 

five weeks later, little Daisy, only eleven months old, also died. She was buried on 4 May 1884 in the 

                                                           
3
 This location lent its name to the Speenhamland System of relief for the poor. Devised by the Berkshire 

Justices meeting here in 1795 it provided a sliding scale of allowances based on the price of bread to be paid 

from rates to supplement the wages of labourers. Whilst widely adopted the system was flawed in a number of 

ways and by the 1830s amidst a period of general industrial unrest was replaced by the passing of the Poor Law 

Amendment Act in 1834, the most unpalatable requirement being that the recipient had to move into to the local 

workhouse - A Dictionary of Modern History 1789-1945, AW Palmer 
4
 Queenslander 16 February 1884 
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same grave with Edith. David’s occupation on the Death Certificate is shown as ‘Gardener’ and their 

residence is given as Fig Tree Pocket Indooroopilly. 

Within the next few years David and Martha would move to St Lucia where their fourth child, David, 

was born on 2 February 1886, their only child born in Australia.  

 

This photograph accompanied an article in The St Lucia Gazette, December 1978, noting that the house, tied 

down to prevent it being washed away during the 1893 floods, was at the time the residence of David Guyatt. 

The house was on the corner of Bryce Street and Sir Fred Schonell Drive. It is believed this was also the 

original location of David and Martha’s store – Courtesy Peter Brown 

 

Guyatt’s Post Office and Store on the corner of Ryans Road and Sir Fred Schonell Drive c1900 (Ironside State 

School Centenary 1870 - 1970 photograph noted as provided by David Guyatt Jnr, courtesy Peter Brown).  

Nanette Asher surmises the special occasion for the photograph is the impending departure of eldest son Allen 

(centre) for the Charters Towers Gold Field, Allen flanked by his parents David and Martha (left) and siblings 

Jessie and young David (right). By this time the family were living in the cottage behind the Store. 
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Whilst not the first location for the provision of postal services for the suburb, Dart’s Mill and the St 

Lucia Ferry preceded it,5 David and Martha’s store was well located for the residents moving into the 

Ironside Estate. Australia Post records note that a new mail service, Toowong to Ironside was 

introduced in July 1892 and from this time David is noted as the Receiving Office Keeper. The postal 

duties were combined with a mixed business, Guyatt’s Store being St Lucia’s first shop. The Store 

was the local Post Office until around 1911. 

The Guyatts were active in the local community, David was the elected representative on the Taringa 

Divisional Board between 1894 and 1903 (Chair for two years within this period), a member of the 

Taringa Lodge and with Ironsides School Headmaster Joseph Wagner, one of the key instigators of 

what was known initially as the Toowong Reach Methodist Church. 

The Methodist church was the second purpose built church in St Lucia, opening in June 1915 on 

Ryans Road although it is likely a local Sunday School will have operated earlier than this. It was 

named at the request of the Brisbane Newspaper Co Ltd who donated the land, the developer of the 

surrounding Toowong Reach Estate. The church cost £327 to build and the builder was E J Taylor.6 

David and Martha ran the store for the rest of their lives, daughter Jessie working in the shop and 

taking the horse and cart to town for supplies.  When her mother became bedridden in old age, Jessie  

nursed her until she died on 18 July 1928. Martha is buried with her two daughters, Edith and Daisy in 

Toowong Cemetery. David died four years later in 1932. Later their store would again be relocated, 

further down Sir Fred Schonell Drive, modified and eventually demolished in the 1970s. 

David and Martha’s Children 

Jessie Guyatt 

 

Photograph of Jessie (left) and her sister-in-law, Allen’s wife Sofia Guyatt (courtesy Wendy Murphy) and items 

of Jessie’s jewellery including a gold fields theme brooch (courtesy Nanette Asher)  

                                                           
5
 Posties, Cops and Ferrymen, Andrew Darbyshire SLHG Research Paper No 7 

6
 Community Organisations, Peter Brown St Lucia History Group Research Paper No 17 
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Jessie was known to most people as ‘Dolly’, a nickname used by her mother Martha as early as 1894 

when she wrote in two of Jessie’s childhood books, one reads ‘Dolly Guyatt. From her Mother. 1894’, 

the other ‘Jessie Dollie Guyatt  1894’.   

Jessie was very much a home bird and whilst she did have at least one suitor she was unwilling to 

leave her family when he decided to go to South Africa to look for gold. Never the less he did send 

her a gold brooch comprising a miniature spade, pick, gold nugget and bucket, with South Africa 

written on the spade. She wore the brooch all her life. 

 

Alfred Thornton Pollard (Courtesy Nanette Asher) 

Jessie remained single until she was 36 years old then on 24 November 1917 she married Alfred 

Thornton Pollard, the ceremony conducted in the Guyatt family home. Alfred was a widower who 

was also 36 years old. Jessie and Alfred lived in Sisley Street (on the corner of Raven), the house 

named ‘Wellhouse’ after the small village where her mother Martha had grown up. 

Jessie had always loved horse riding and always rode side saddle, it is understood she lost at least one 

child because she would not stop riding her much loved pony. However, after almost four years of 

marriage, at the age of forty, their only child a son was born on 16 September 1921. He was named  

Edwin Currie Pollard after his paternal grandfather (Currie being the maiden name of Alfred’s great 

grandmother). 

Alfred worked for TJ Rothwell and following TJR’s death in 1928 took over the Masonic Regalia 

division (Edwin would subsequently step into his father’s shoes, Nanette also working in the 

business). Alfred was dedicated to Freemasonry and despite his doctor’s advice, whilst attending a 

Masonic meeting on the night of Friday 22 May 1953, he died. He was, at the time First Grand 

Principal of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Queensland, and during his time in this Office 

travelled extensively throughout Queensland. His funeral was in the Albert Street Methodist Church, a 

large crowd attending and disrupting traffic.  He was cremated at Mt. Thompson Crematorium, Mt 

Gravatt. 

Jessie, as with the rest of the Guyatt family, was very much involved with the St. Lucia (Toowong 

Reach) Methodist Church. She was still conducting Band of Hope lessons there when she was in her 

70’s. It is also understood that in her earlier life she also taught Religious Instruction at the Ironside 

State School.   
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In old age she suffered senile dementia for several years before her death. Her mind returned to her 

childhood, living in her little attic room in her parent’s house behind the shop on the corner of Ryans 

Road and Sir Fred Schonell Drive. She spent her last years in a Nursing Home at Wellington Point 

and was buried in the same grave with her father in Toowong Cemetery on 22 September 1965. 

Allen Guyatt 

 

Allen Guyatt c1902 (Courtesy Wendy Murphy) 

It was whilst Allen was in Charters Towers that he met his future wife Sofia Australia Baglini at a 

non-denominational Sunday School. 

Sofia was the daughter of Alessandro Baglini, an Italian migrant. The family story is that Alessandro 

initially travelled to Queensland with only his sons, the expectation being that once established his 

wife and daughters would follow. Having settled themselves in Charters Towers one of sons returned 

to Italy (San Prospero) to pick up the ladies. It appears, however, that Mrs Baglini had had a change 

of mind, and only teenage Sofia arrived back in Australia with her brother to join the family in 1890.   

 

Allen and Sofia Australia were married in Charters Towers in 1902. The names of the rest of the group is not 

confirmed, possibly Sofia’s brothers Adalfo and Alberto and their respective partners, although the young 

woman on the left does have a resemblance and could be a sister (Courtesy Wendy Murphy)  
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Unfortunately his stay on the gold fields was cut short by ill health and Allen was forced to return to 

St Lucia in 1905. They moved into the house at the corner of Bryce Street and Sir Fred Schonell 

Drive. Allen’s father David owned the blocks fronting Sir Fred Schonell Drive between Bryce and 

Macquarie Streets. 

 

Joan Haig’s 
7
 original sketch of the area that would become Guyatt Park as it was c1939 (this sketch prompted 

the original research into the Guyatt family). Allen and Sofia’s house is shown on the corner of Bryce Street and 

Sir Fred Schonell Drive. Their eldest son Leo later lived just further down the road on the corner of Macquarie 

Street. The two storey house shown at the end of Hiron Street was Mobolon, the childhood home of artist Lloyd 

Rees. Post World War 2 the deep creek running through to the river would be piped,  filled and levelled  

On arriving back in St Lucia Allen became the Iceman for the area, did general odd jobs and also sold 

cloths props. Allen and Sofia also had further children, Allan Leo (born in Charters Towers) being 

joined by Italia Daisy (Ita), Martha Irene, Antonia Delores, David Alessandro and Stella Sofia. 

Grand-daughter Celeste recalls Sofia had a beautiful singing voice and was the inspiration behind her 

children and many other young people growing up in the area. Sofia was soloist at the Albert Street 

Methodist Church and would walk from St Lucia to the City to sing each week so that she could save 

the 10/- she was paid towards the purchase of a piano to teach her children. She was in great demand 

to sing in many places. In common with his parents Allen and Sofia were active in the establishment 

and building of the original timber Toowong Reach Methodist Church. 

                                                           
7
 Joan has provided much of the information in this section of the research, from her own recollections, 

collection of memorabilia and through her ongoing contact with Guyatt family members including her 

contemporary Celeste Auger nee Guyatt (Leo’s daughter) and Wendy Murphy (Leo’s niece)  
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Wendy Murphy’s painting of Allen and Sofia’s home based on her childhood memories 

(Courtesy Wendy Murphy) 

Allen and Sofia’s children 

Leo’s great interest was the theatre and he was fortunate enough in his teens to come under the 

influence of Barbara Sisley, one of Brisbane’s first professional speech and drama teachers. Lessons 

from Miss Sisley would be his introduction to the Brisbane amateur dramatics scene including acting, 

producing, broadcasting and film direction. Leo was also committed to the Methodist cause, not only 

as a lay preacher and Sunday School Superintendent but also in raising funds through organising and 

performing at various venues in Brisbane and wider afield in south-east Queensland.  

The locals were not forgotten, Leo’s St Lucia Entertainers performed at the old St Lucia Progress 

Hall, these productions drafting in family members and being an introduction to amateur theatricals 

for a number of other local children and residents. 

(Refer Part Two for further details). 

Italia (Ita) was a speech teacher and taught at Ironside State School each Wednesday and sometimes 

other afternoons at her home and in her studio in the city. She worked all her life for her church 

conducting verse speaking, choirs, teaching Sunday School and was a real friend to many children of 

St Lucia. She was actively involved in war work. 

Dolores, like her mother, was a beautiful singer and accomplished pianist and organist. She became 

full time Lady Assistant to the Director of Methodist Youth, the Revs Deller, Ivan, Alcorn and Lew 

Born. Later she spent two years with the Rev Alcorn in the Dept of Social Welfare and Pastoral Care. 

She, together with Leo, formed the Epworth Players. She was also involved in war work. 

Neither Italia nor Dolores married and they continued to live in the family home after their parents  

died, the property, initially resumed but transferred back, being sold to the Brisbane City Council to 

become part of the park 8. 

                                                           
8
 Refer Appendix for further information on the creation of Guyatt Park 
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Both Irene and  Stella married and left the area. Stella returned after the war with husband Bill Nagel  

and three children to live in St Lucia. Bill worked for Lifeline until his retirement. Irene and husband 

William Penhaligon returned to live at Kenmore. 

David Alessandro (Dave) married Gwen Payne, served in the Second World War as a Rat of Tobruk, 

farmed at Sarina and later returned to live at St Lucia with his family. He worked at Alvey’s fishing 

reel factory at St Lucia.  

 

Photographs of Italia (Brisbane Courier 26 August 1931, State Library), Dolores (Queensland Methodist Times 

29 August 1946, RHSQ) 
9
 and David Alessandro during his time working at Alvey’s original factory at St Lucia 

(courtesy Alvey Reels photo archive) 

 

 

Final resting place of Guyatt’s Store just east of the intersection of Ryans Road and Sir Fred Schonell Drive. 

This photograph from the 1970s prior to its demolition c1975 for the current apartment block. The original 

building was modified by subsequent owners who included W & J Alderdice (1935), the Micheljohns (1950s) 

and the Smiths who ran the shop as a greengrocers towards the end of its life (Photograph courtesy Joan 

Claringbould)  

                                                           
9
 Refer also to the accompanying article included in the Appendix 
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Part Two – Leo Guyatt 

This section of the Notes provides further detail on the primarily publicly recorded life of Allan Leo 

Guyatt and in particular his participation in the Brisbane theatrical scene. It draws mainly on 

information contained in newspapers (National Library – Trove), the John Oxley Library and 

Brisbane Theatre history available on the internet. 

 

 

Clockwise from bottom left, staff at the Methodist Book Depot 1924 (is that a young Leo in the background), the 

Queensland Book Depot Bookstore in Epworth House on Albert Street c1934 (corner of Burnett Lane, the site of 

the original and second Albert Street Methodist Churches), a ‘second’ Epworth House around the corner at 61 

Adelaide Street c 1940 (possibly on the site of the original Methodist Sunday School Hall) and the Art deco style 

window display of the Adelaide Street store (JOL, State Library of Queensland) 

Leo spent his working life at the Queensland Book Depot, a Brisbane bookshop and stationers closely 

associated with the Methodist Church (he had a particular interest in fountain pens). The Depot had its 

origins in the English Wesleyan tradition of encouraging and promoting good books. 

Rev Isaac Harding recognised a need when he arrived in Brisbane in the 1860s and imported and 

distributed good texts displaying and selling them both from the parsonage in Wickham Terrace and 
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the Edward Street Chemists shop of Mr William Steele. Wider distribution was arranged through ‘The 

Religious Tract and Book Society’.  

This arrangement was put on a more business like footing by another new arrival, Rev Mr Brentnall in 

the 1870s when he arranged a £150 loan from the Methodist Loan Fund and established the Book 

Depot. It appears to have operated under various names, ‘The Wesleyan Book Depot’ (1889) from 

premises in Queen Street, by the 1920s, when Leo would have joined the staff, ‘The Methodist Book 

Depot’ and ‘The Queensland Book Depot’ by the 1930s 10. 

The book selling business continues today under the QBD banner although it is no longer associated 

with the Methodist Church. 

As early as 1925 Leo was winning prizes for recitation. As one of Miss Sisley’s students he won the 

Allan Wilkie Medal for best Shakespearean piece with Feo Todd in the Toowoomba Eisteddfod. JJ 

Stable 11 Professor of English Language and Literature at the University of Queensland presented the 

prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs from the Brisbane Courier noting Leo’s and Italia’s success at the 1926 ANA Eisteddfod.  

Leo and Italia would regularly perform together over the coming years 

Leo would continue his association with Barbara Sisley through his participation in the Shakespeare 

Society, the Dickens Fellowship and the Brisbane Repertory Society. 

Barbara Sisley 12 was born in 1878 in Streatham, London, one of the three daughters of Susan and 

Thomas Alexander Sisley. In the late 1890s the family emigrated to Australia, her father teaching 

elocution in Melbourne. Trained by her father she began working as a professional actress and toured 

Australia with George Rignold and the Robert Brough comedy company. 

                                                           
10
 Early history from The Church on the Square (A History of the Albert Street Church), FR Smith 

11
 Temporarily serving in Intelligence during the 1914-18 War, Captain Stable was at the centre of some 

controversy when under the direction of the Prime Minister Billy Hughes he entered the Qld Government 

Printing Office and seized all copies of an edition of the Queensland Parliamentary Debates because they 

contained an anti-conscription speech by Premier TJ  Ryan, parts of which he had previously censored from the 

press 
12
 Information from the Australian Dictionary of Biography 
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Arriving in Brisbane in 1916, Barbara became one of the first professional instructors in speech and 

drama. She began teaching 'Speech Training and Dramatic Art' in a private studio and at St 

Margaret's, Stuartholme Convent and Somerville House.  

Her interest in drama influenced the establishment of several theatre companies and many of her 

students later became significant figures in Brisbane's theatrical life and teaching institutions. She 

helped establish the Young Women's Christian Association Drama Group during World War I, in the 

early 1920s the Brisbane Shakespeare Society, she organized performances by her younger students 

under the banner of the Barbara Sisley Juveniles and was a foundation member of the Dickens 

Fellowship, formed in 1921.  

In 1923 Barbara  returned to England to study with Elsie Fogarty. Inspired by the work that she saw in 

repertory theatre companies, and armed with new teaching techniques, she decided to form the 

Brisbane Repertory Theatre Society in 1925 (subsequently La Boite). Her primary role was as a 

director, but she was also an executive member of the organization and occasionally acted. She 

remained the artistic head of Brisbane Repertory until her death producing fifty-seven of the 125 plays 

performed.  

She also organized tours of repertory productions to regional areas, including Ipswich, Toowoomba, 

Stanthorpe, Rockhampton and Townsville. One of her objectives was to encourage the production of 

Australian plays and to this end she ran playwriting competitions. The most famous winning entry, 

George Landen Dann's In Beauty it is Finished, scandalized Brisbane's theatregoers in 1931 by 

dealing frankly with issues of Aboriginality and prostitution. She was a founding member of the 

Speech and Drama Teachers' Association and its inaugural vice-president in 1939. 

Barbara Sisley died on 18 November 1945 in Brisbane Hospital, after having been struck by a taxi in 

Adelaide Street. She had never married. In 1947 the Speech and Drama Teachers' Association of 

Queensland established the Barbara Sisley scholarships for the best students in the State in public 

speech and drama examinations. The Awards continue today. 

Barbara Sisley was a relative of the Sisley family of Sisley Street, St Lucia and it is understood she 

lived for a time in Swann Road. 

 

Barbara at the wheel of her Morris Cowley outside (Federal) Government House Gates, St Kilda Road 

February 1928. The Sunday Mail noted she was on her way back to Brisbane after a 4,144 mile road trip 
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In his late twenties Leo’s thoughts turned to marriage and when he and his fiancée Hazel Duffield 

named the day, the press took an interest. Their pre-nuptials were followed closely in the social pages 

with friends hosting them at a variety of what appear to be fairly common events (in this circle). They 

included (Brisbane Courier report date): 

(Wednesday, 11 Feb 1931), KITCHEN TEA In honour of Miss Hazel Duffield, only daughter of Mr 

and Mrs A Duffield, of Taringa, and Mr Leo Guyatt whose marriage will take place this month, a 

kitchen tea was given by Mrs PO King and her daughter, Mrs Hicks 13, at Mrs King’s residence 

Araleun, St Lucia [believed to be in Sisley Street] last Saturday evening Miss King received her guests 

wearing a gown of mastic mariette [?]. Mrs Hicks chose a frock of floral georgette Miss Hazel Duffield 

wore a frock of jade green georgette. The long reception room was beautified with gerberas and George 

Dickson roses. The verandas were used for dancing. Music by the following artists was much enjoyed: 

Mrs H Hicks, Misses H Sunner, J Hearle, F Bishonden, Italia Guyatt, D Guyatt, Nella Penhaligon, M 

Wilkinson, Messrs H Hicks and Leo  Guyatt. The invited guests included Mr and Mrs PO King, Mr and 

Mrs H Hicks, Mr and Mrs H. Sunner, Mr and Mrs A. C. Duffield, Mr and Mrs A. Guyatt, Mr and Mrs 

G. Henderson, Mr and Mrs F Anderson, Mr and Mrs Hearle, Mr and Mrs Massai. Mr and Mrs Bray, Mr 

and Mrs Hess, Mr and Mrs F Coomber, Mesdames Coomber, Munroe, Wilkinson, Fisk, Misses Hazel 

Duffield, Italia, Rene [Irene], Dolores, and Stella Guyatt. Bennett (2), Irwin, Baglini (2), Wilkinson (2), 

Penhaligon (3), M Payne, Nan Lamont, Simpson, Massi, King, Haworth, C. Coomber Messrs A Free- 

man, A. Munroe, F Taylor, G Henderson, E King, C. Bayne, E Coulter, B Massai, J Penhaligon, J 

Bliss, David and Leo Guyatt, Guy, B, and Allen Duffield 

(Thursday, 12 Feb 1931), ENVELOPE AFTERNOON In honour of Miss Hazel Duffield, whose 

marriage to Mr Leo Guyatt will take place on February 28, Mrs Debnam entertained a number of 

guests at her residence, Tamarama, Norman Crescent, Norman Park, last Monday afternoon. Mrs 

Debnam who wore a frock of wine coloured satin beaute, relieved with gold, received her guests in the 

large reception room, which was beautified with George Schwartz roses and gum tips. Gerberas and 

maiden hair ferns were used to decorate the dainty afternoon tables. Miss Hazel Duffield, who wore an 

eau de nil frock, relieved with shell pink, and a picture hat of pink, was presented by each guest with an 

envelope, containing dainty and useful gifts. During the afternoon music was rendered by the following 

artists: Mesdames Debnam, Spanjer, Mapleston, Round, Misses Bessie Dougall, Phyllis Dauth, Gladys 

Kelly, and Jean McLaren. A monologue was contributed by Miss Joyce Debnam. Those present 

included Mesdames Spanjer, Mapleston, Round, A Guyatt, G Finlayson, AE Duffield, Garber, 

Johnson, Hoskins, Carter, Bottomley, McLaren, Kelly, Waller (Beaudesert), Misses Hazel Duffield, J 

Debnam, R Guyatt, I Guyatt, J McLaren, B Dougall, M Gluyas, Phyllis Dauth, G Kelly, Fregenza, and 

Nell Johnson 

(Friday 13, February 1931), HANDKERCHIEF EVENING. Noorla, Central Avenue, Indooroopilly, 

the home of Mr and Mrs CC Clifford, was en-fete on Tuesday, when a "handkerchief evening" was 

given in honour of Miss Hazel Duffield and Mr Leo Guyatt, whose marriage will take place at the 

Methodist Church, Taringa, on February 28. Mrs Clifford received her guests wearing a frock of 

cinnamon floral crepe de Chine. On her arrival Miss Hazel Duffield, who was frocked in crepe de 

Chine, was presented by Baby Margaret Clifford with a bouquet of roses tied with long streamers of 

ribbon, on which each guest's name was printed in gold. The lounge, where bridge and mah-Jongg were 

enjoyed, was beautified with roses, which also decked the dining room. The wide verandas were used 

for dancing. A competition was won by Miss May Bryce and Mr Freeman. Miss Gladys Kelly rendered 

a vocal solo. The toasts to the guests of honour were proposed by Mr.CC Clifford, and Mr Leo Guyatt 

suitably responded. Those present included Mr and Mrs CC Clifford, Mrs H Gearge, Misses M. 

Clifford, Muriel Payne, May Bryce, E. Finlayson, Gladys Kelly, Althea Baglinl, M and I Bryant, and D 

                                                           
13
 Leo, being her oldest friend, on behalf of the guests, had presented the gifts to Annie Hicks (nee King) at her  

own wedding tea in 1927. The venue was the home of Mrs Hearle in Sisley Street, Italia acting as joint hostess. 

The report notes that a competition caused much amusement, the prize winners being the bride and groom to be  
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Jeffries. Messrs Leo, Guyatt, D Gearge, A Trueman, G Finlayson, G Duffield, G Nash, C Payne, D 

Kelly, C Coulter, B Duffield, Dallam Gearge 

(Wednesday, 18 February 1931), CHINA AND CRYSTAL EVENING at Mae King, Beresford 

Terrace, Coorparoo the home of Mr and Mrs H Summers. Miss Hazel Duffield and Mr Leo Guyatt 

were entertained by Mrs Summers at a china and crystal evening last Saturday in honour of their 

approaching marriage. The vestibule and lounge were beautified with crystal vases of gerberas, roses, 

and maidenhair ferns Mrs Summers received her guests frocked in opalescent sequin silk net with 

apricot drapings. Miss Duffield chose lemon floral tafettas and georgette. Music and elocutionary items 

were rendered by Mesdames Summers and Hicks, Misses C Finlayson, Italia Guyatt, E Bowen and 

Anderson, Messrs L Johnson, C Vaughan, S Russell, Anderson, L Guyatt and E Loutitt. The guests 

included Mr and Mrs H Summers, Mr and Mrs H Hicks, Mr and Mrs A C Duffield Mesdames A 

Guyatt and L Johnson, Misses Cox (2), Reevie, N Johnson, C Finlayson, I, R, and D Guyatt. J McLean, 

C Cervetto, Andersen and L Anderson, Messrs S and A Russell, E Loutitt, E King, L Johnson, E Stront, 

E Anderson, C Vaughan, G Nash, and J Penhaligen 

 

Leo and Hazel were married at the Taringa Methodist Church, Rokeby Terrace on  

Saturday 28 February 1931 (Brisbane Courier, Fryer Library) 

Leo and Hazel lived in the house on Macquarie Street, their three children, Celeste Hazel, Denis Leo 

and David Roy being born over the next 6 years. Only eight months after their wedding Leo and 

Hazel’s domestic life was in the paper again, unfortunately this time arising from a break in. 

(Tuesday, 20 October 1931), HOUSE RANSACKED. BURGLARY AT ST LUCIA, while he and his 

wife were away for the week-end, the home of Mr Leo Guyatt, the well known elocutionist, in 

Macquarie Street, St. Lucia, was entered, and articles valued at over £50 were stolen. On Saturday Mr 

and Mrs Guyatt left their home with the intention of spending the week-end at Laidley. On Sunday 

morning, when a sister of M. Guyatt, living in the vicinity, visited the empty house, she discovered that 

the rooms had been ransacked. The two bedrooms were in a disordered state, the bed clothes having 

been strewn over the floor, and toilet and other articles thrown in jumbled heaps. Most of Mr Guyatt's 

clothes were stolen, and also several medals which he had won, fountain pens, toilet goods, a bracelet 
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belonging to Mrs Guyatt, a gramophone with its records, and £3 in cash, the lot being valued at over 

£50. A passer-by is said to have seen the house lighted up shortly after midnight on Saturday, but, not 

knowing that Mr and Mrs Guyatt were absent, he did not think that anything was amiss. The coolness 

of the thief or thieves is shown by the fact that they indulged in a hearty meal before leaving the house, 

cakes and biscuits being consumed. Entrance was forced through a French light 

 

1946 Aerial photograph of the area that would become Guyatt Park. St Lucia Road (now Sir Fred Schonell 

Drive running along the bottom), Bryce Street on LHS, Laurence Street leading to the West End Ferry RHS, 

Macquarie Street in the centre. Leo and Hazel’s home is the first house on Macquarie Street just off St Lucia 

Road. The smaller building on the corner is the ‘garden theatre’ were friends and locals would be entertained. 

Joan Haig recalls the building, about the size of a garage, had a whole wall that opened creating a stage, the 

audience sitting on the grass in the garden. On fundraising nights Joan recalls that Hazel would cook batches of 

hot chips for sale. The Brisbane Courier noted one such event in December 1932, this to celebrate a successful 

year for The St Lucia Entertainers (Leo’s amateur theatre/entertainment group). The evening’s entertainment 

included two plays, one produced by Dolores and one by Guy Duffield. Percy Coulter ‘entertained with his 

home cinema’, games were played and supper served on the lawn. Larger productions were undertaken in the St 

Lucia Progress Association Hall (later the Avalon Theatre), the second building along St Lucia Road from 

Macquarie Street. The Macquarie Street intersection would be closed in the mid 1990s to create parking for the 

introduction of the ferry cat services   

Leo and the Theatre 

The following notes are extracts from the newspapers (supplemented with background information) 

which have been grouped (loosely) into the various groups and societies he was a participant in. The 

first section is a little broader and reflects the amount of time he spent fundraising for various causes, 

in particular the Methodist Church. 

[ BC The Brisbane Courier, SM The Sunday Mail, Q The Queenslander, Q Fig Queensland Figaro ] 

Leo Guyatt Entertainers/other similar groups  

17 Oct 1925 (BC), programme of entertainment by Leo Guyatt including Italia, fundraiser for 

Bulimba Presbyterian Church at the Avro Picture Theatre 

20 Nov 1925 (BC), YWCA evening, Leo Guyatt on programme 
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25 Mar 1926 (BC), Leo helps with Sunday School children’s concert, Bulimba Methodist Church 

(Diamond Jubilee Year) 

12 May 1927 (Q), Radio Station 4QG Brisbane 14, evening session programme includes Leo Guyatt 

recitation ‘Italian and the Rose’, ‘The man from Snowy River’ and a musical monologue ‘Street 

Watchman’s Story’15  [ Broadcast times by September were, Morning session 10.30 to 11.30am, Mid 

day 1 to 2pm, Afternoon 3.30 to 4.30pm, Early Evening 6 to 7.45pm, Night 8 to 10.30pm ] 

 

St Lucia Progress Association Hall on St Lucia Road. Formed as The St Lucia and Ironsides Progress 

Association in 1914 (Nanette Asher’s Grandfather, Alfred Thornton Pollard was the first Hon Secretary) they 

were a driving force behind many initiatives, including purchase and extension of the poorly supported Church 

of England Hall  for the use of the wider community. The Hall was ‘opened’ in July 1927)
16
 

18 Sep 1927 (SM), Leo performs in and produces ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ at the new St Lucia Hall, the 

St Lucia Entertainers   

 

Example of a programme for one of the productions put on by the Leo Guyatt Players  

at the St Lucia Progress Association Hall (Courtesy Joan Haig) 

 

                                                           
14
 4QG, Brisbane’s first ‘A’ Class radio station, was set up by the Queensland Government in 1925 and 

subsequently ‘sold’ to the ABC – National Archives Lecture Notes, Cannon Hill 
15
 Refer Appendix to read this particular monologue 

16
 Refer Community Organisations, Peter Brown St Lucia History Group Paper No 17 
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8 Jun1928 (BC), Leo Guyatt and company, Palmwoods Methodist Church fundraiser at the Memorial 

Hall 

23 Jun1928 (Q Fig), Societa Dante, second annual meeting at Hall of the Muses. Musical and 

elocutionary evening, both Leo and Italia on the bill  

21 Sep 1929 (BC), First Radiant Health Club concert in Brisbane at All Saints Hall. Leo assisting, 

main direction by Madam Winifred Wilkinson LLCM (Winnie Moore). [ Took off Australia wide and 

then overseas. Founder Dr Herbert Sutcliffe taught a holistic philosophy of physical, psychological 

and spiritual health. Edmund Hillary a member (as was all family) ] 

14 Oct 1929 (BC), Leo directs plus, Indooroopilly Methodist Dramatic Club fundraiser at Bald Hills 

for the Pine Rivers [Methodist] circuit 

15 Feb 1930 (BC), vocal and instrumental solos and duets, elocutional and magic items, character 

sketches. Leo, Italia and Delores plus others. To the patients of the Diamantina Hospital in the Helen 

Huxham Memorial Hall  

24 Mar 1930 (BC), Leo arranges programme (Indooroopilly Dramatic Society) for the Sherwood 

Order of Methodist Knights benefit at Cooks Picture Theatre, Sherwood. Knight Commander J 

Coulter in chair. Italia and Leo Guyatt  perform ‘A Pair of Lunatics’ and ‘Her Gloves’, various other 

acts including a display of muscular posing by Mr JR Hannan and his group from the YMCA  

 

 

Cook’s Picture Theatre was originally built as an open air theatre (top pictures) and owned by Mr 'Barney' 

Cook from c1919. It has been known over time as the Prince of Wales and the Sherwood Theatre. It was situated 

on Sherwood Road, Sherwood, near where the Woolworths store is today. The lower photographs show the 

c1930 roofing of a theatre (possibly Sherwood). (JOL online Image Database – Note, JOL reviewing online 

descriptions, some confusion with location of roofing images perhaps incorrectly linked with Graceville Picture 

Theatre/today’s Regal) 
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26 Mar 1930 (BC), Leo Guyatt and party, concert fund raiser for Redland Bay Church including Italia 

2 Aug 1930 (BC), Qld Band of Hope convention. Leo one of the speakers 

28 Oct 1930 (BC), Leo performs at the Kangaroo Point School fund raiser. Two plays ‘Lunatics’ and 

‘Her Gloves’, songs, duets etc 

27 Mar 1931 (Nambour…), Mrs Leo Guyatt wins prize, Caloundra Methodist Church Social, fund 

raiser for Landsborough circuit 

5 Nov 1931 (BC), Leo Guyatt company, fund raiser for the Methodist Church, Bald Hills. ‘Oh for 

Goodness Sakes’, Leo, Italia and Stella Sofia perform 

17 Oct 1932 (BC), Leo Guyatt and party put on an evening show for the Laidley Methodist Church 

Fete 

20 Oct 1932 (BC), Leo and Italia do Hamlet Dialogue at TOC H benefit at the Albert Hall. Governor 

Sir Leslie Wilson present  

 

The Albert Hall on Albert Street in 1911, 1935 and in 1967 (JOL). The Hall was commenced and completed in 

1901 and whilst initially used for Sunday School purposes this extended to concerts, plays and recitals. It was a 

popular venue through to the end of the Second World War. Alterations were made in the 1930s, providing 

office space (part for rental, part for Mission purposes), however by the 1960s it was underused and with rising 

costs of maintenance it was decided to sell the land to the then SGIO (now Suncorp). The building was 

demolished in the late 1960s (The Church on the Square, FR Smith) 

21 Oct 1932 (BC) dramatic and musical entertainment at Vasanta Hall, 200 Boundary Street, City 

(near Barry Parade) with Delores and Italia. Fund raiser for the Theosophical Order of Service 

10 Apr 1933 (BC), Leo produces and performs, one act play, sketches, steel guitar and ukuleles. 

Queensland Women’s Club (held at Institute of Engineers rooms) 

12 Aug 1933 (BC), Leo presents ‘Under Two Flags’ at the All Saints Hall [ 3 or 4 film versions made 

of this ] 

2 Dec 1933 (CM), Leo and Italia perform in Post & Telegraph anniversary concert, four years since 

new Central Automatic Exchange established, 400 in audience 
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21 Jun 1934 (BC), Leo Guyatt and party, benefit for the Margaret Marr Memorial Home (Wynnum 

Methodist Boys Home), at Albert Hall 

22 Sep 1934 (CM), Toowong Methodist summer fair at Toowong Masonic Hall, evening 

entertainment including a farce by Leo, Italia, Stella, Gwen Payne and others 

15 Nov 1934 (CM), [church of England ?] Seamen’s Mission Concert, Petrie Bight, arranged by Leo 

includes Gwen Payne, Italia, Stella and Delores 

20 May 1935 (CM), entertainment by Leo Guyatt and party, Queensland Women’s Christian 

Temperance Union fundraiser at St Andrew’s Hall, Creek Street 

4 Oct 1935 (CM), Queen crowning evening at the Lyric Theatre Indooroopilly, Sheila (Stella ?) 

Guyatt  (Toowong Reach) and Dorothy Strout  (Indooroopilly) finalists, Gwen Payne (Taringa) 

crowned Queen. All funds raised for the Methodist Church Indooroopilly circuit 

7 Oct 1936 (BC), Leo leading role plus Italia and Delores, fund raiser for Hill End Methodist Church 

at the Kurilpa Hall, West End. Three act farce ‘Oh for goodness sake’ 

19 May 1938 (CM), Sherwood Oak UAO Druids, founding member widow’s benefit. Leo on the  

programme at the Prince of Wales Theatre, Sherwood  

7 Jun 1939 (CM), Charters Towers Association fundraiser at the Railway Institute Hall [above Central 

Station]. One Act plays, duologues etc. Leo, Delores, Italia, Gwen Payne etc. 200 in audience 

8 Nov 1939 (CM), Leo Guyatt entertainers fund raiser for the Anzac Memorial Church Hall 

Indooroopilly. Novelties and sketches Leo, Italia, Delores, Gwen Payne etc 

4 Oct 1941 (SM), Recital at the Conference Hall, Elizabeth Street. Miss Delores Guyatt accompanied 

by Miss Italia Guyatt and Leo Guyatt plus others. Recital, Shakespearean dialogue etc 

Dickens Fellowship 

The Dickens Fellowship appears to have been run along the same lines as the Shakespeare Society 

with regular meetings including extracts from plays/short performances and an annual productions.  

 

Leo in character as Fagin (Courtesy Joan Haig) 

5 Jan 1926 (BC), Leo performs costume parts from ‘The Tale of Two Cities’ and as Fagin 

20 Feb 1939, (CM), upcoming Dickens Fellowship meeting, Leo will lecture 
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Shakespeare Society Productions 

2 Aug 1927 (BC), meeting at the Brisbane Women’s Club. Prof Michie (Classics) arranged 

programme, Leo acts role 

10 Oct 1928 (BC), meeting, Dr FW Robinson lectures and provides continuity, scenes in costume. Mr 

A Douglas Graham is President 

21 Aug 1929 (BC), ‘Julius Caesar’17 at All Saints Hall. Leo G presents cast of 50 and plays Mark 

Antony, good wrap from press (below) 

JULIUS CAESAR Not often has an amateur dramatic performance in Brisbane given more genuine 

pleasure to an audience than the staging of ‘Julius Caesar’ by the Brisbane Shakespeare Society in All 

Saints' Hall, Ann-street, last evening. One of the principal Roman plays written about the same period 

as ‘Hamlet’-‘Julius Caesar’ offers scope for histrionic talent. The forum scene and the scene of battle 

on the Plains of Philippi are alive with movement and action, but not always are amateurs so well 

prepared to exploit these possibilities as the cast presented by Leo Guyatt last evening. From the 

moment of the appearance of the rabble of citizens in the streets of Rome to hail the mighty Caesar, till 

the last act, in routing the conspirators at the battle of Philippi, the stage procedure moved smoothly, 

and in tune with the spirited intentions of the author. Among the characters who stood out were the 

noble Brutus (EJ Brown), Marcus Antonius (Leo Guyatt), Julius Caesar (G Eaton), Cassius (S 

Ballinger), Casca (E Smith), Portia (Ruby Massey), Calpurnia (Italia Guyatt), and Lucius (Gladys 

Kelly). Brutus, the noblest Roman of them all, was particularly well taken - a musical voice, resonant at 

times with the fire of passion with idealism and fervour, befitting the chief of the conspirators who had 

been persuaded to allow Caesar to die that Rome might be saved from his overweening ambition. The 

lean and hungry Cassius played up well to his chief and Casca was a willing and spirited follower. Both 

Portia (wife to Brutus), and Calpurnia (wife to Caesar) acted their parts well-particularly well. For the 

welfare of their husbands they were solicitous with loving sympathy and becoming dignity. Leo Guyatt 

rose to dramatic heights as Mark Antony, in the great oration over Caesar's dead body and swayed the 

citizens as becomes an orator. The fortunes of Brutus were followed with interest, and one could say of 

him, as did Mark Antony after his death, "This was the noblest Roman of them all." Mr Henderson 

acted as stage manager, the music was arranged by Mrs W Debnam, and the dancing by Miss Marjorie 

Hollinshed. There was fair patronage, but so good a performance deserved a larger attendance, a defect 

which may be remedied to-night, when the play will be repeated. 

17 Sep 1930 (BC), scenes from A Midsummer Night’s Dream at All Saints Hall to aid students with 

exams. Leo plays part 

2 Dec 1930 (BC), Annual General Meeting, Leo on the programme (Leo is on Council) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
17

 The plays chosen for the Shakespeare Society were selected to coincide with the school curiculum. 
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26 Aug 1931 (BC), ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at All Saints Hall, professional Miss Dorothy Free (Juliet) and 

Leo (Romeo) and Italia (handsome Lady Capulet). Good wrap in the press particularly balcony scene 

 

Romeo and Juliet Programme (JOL collection of Theatre Programmes) 

17 Sep 1932 (BC), ‘Othello’ at the Cremorne. Produced by Barbara Sisley, players, Leo, Jean 

Trundle, Mary Gibson, Loftus Hyde and Edgar Smith 

7 Dec 1932 (BC), AGM, Leo on Council. Songs by Dolores, Leo scene from Hamlet 

 

Leo as Hamlet (State Library Queensland – tbc) 
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11 Sep 1933 (CM), Leo is Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Cremorne. Barbara Sisley 

producer. Good wrap 

 

The Cremorne Theatre was on the corner of Melbourne and Stanley Streets in South Brisbane, now part of the 

Cultural Centre site. Photographs c1928 and 1934 (JOL, State Library Queensland) 

The Cremorne Theatre opened in 1911, on the corner of Melbourne Street and Stanley Quay. It was 

initially an open air theatre named the Cremorne Gardens, owned by John Neil McCallum, the father 

of noted Australian actor, John McCallum 18. The Cremorne enjoyed its heyday from the 1920s 

onwards, presenting such legendary Australian performers as Roy Rene, Will Mahoney, George 

Wallace, Evie Hayes and the Cremorne Ballet Girls. The Cremorne continued to host the most 

popular vaudeville stars of the day, until it was destroyed by fire in 1954. (QPAC Website)  

 

The 1926 Cremorne Chorus and their 1944 equivalent, The Soubrettes. The Cremorne was popular with 

American servicemen stationed in Brisbane during the Second World War (JOL, State Library Queensland)  

12 Jun 1935 (CM), Leo directs evening, scenes from Merchant of Venice, Leo’s Shylock ‘played with 

an insight into…’. Italia played Portia 

30 May 1936 (CM), The Merchant of Venice at All Saints Hall (chosen for Junior Exam this year). 

Leo producer and Shylock, Italia as Portia. Good wrap in press 

THE MERCHANT OP VENICE Shakespearian Comedy Presented. A large and enthusiastic audience 

filled All Saints' Hall to overflowing last night, when members of the Brisbane Shakespeare Society 

                                                           
18
 Noted actor and producer, trained by Barbara Sisley. Co-producer Skippy the Bush Kangaroo TV series - 

Wikipedia 
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presented 'The Merchant of Venice.' The play was produced by Mr Leo Guyatt, who also played the 

part of Shylock. Mr Guyatt gave a finished interpretation of the character of the Jew playing with 

sympathy and understanding. Antonio, as played by Mr Stanley Ballinger, was pensive, dignified, 

reserved in turn. Mr Ralph Taylor, as the loquacious, sprightly Gratlano, was excellent. Eassanio was 

well portrayed by Mr Robert Kelly. Mr Neville Shaw, who took the part of Launcelot Gobbo, the 

clownish yet witty serving man, caused much merriment, particularly in the scene with old Gobbo, his  

father. M Andrew Hirst (Lorenzo) was a convincing lover to the fair Jessica, played by Miss Valerie 

Tooth. Much praise is due to Miss Italia Guyatt, who played the role of Portia admirably. In the trial 

scene she made an admirable advocate. The winsome and arch Nerissa was well presented by Miss 

Moya Connolly. The cast of 27 players Included Messrs F O'Sullivan (Duke of Venice), J M Corkery 

and Len Wilkinson (suitors to Portia), A Eager (Salarino), EB Loutitt (Salarino), V. Wilcox (Salerio), J 

Ballantyne (Tubal). Mr Guyatt was producer, and the presentation was one of the best yet staged by the 

society. Mr P. Coulter acted as stage, manager, settings were provided by Mr Reg Hewitt, costumes by 

Miss Winnie Wilkinson, and incidental music by Messrs B and S Hosking (violin and piano). 

11 Nov 1936 (CM), at Women’s Club including Leo in two scenes from ‘Hamlet’.. magnificent 

rendition 

11 Oct 1938 (BC), Leo producer, Contrasts and similarities in Shakespeare’s plays, Women’s Club 

Rooms (Room 6, National Mutual House ?). Italia has role 

7 Jun 1939 (BC), Leo producer, ‘As You Like It’, All Saints Hall 

10 Oct 1939 (BC), Leo presents scenes  from Midsummer  Night’s  Dream 

10 Apr 1940 (CM), Presidents evening at Women’s Club Rooms. Le and Italia perform costume scene 

from Hamlet 

11 Jun 1940 (BC), Leo Producer and lead role in Henry V at the Princess Theatre, Woolloongabba 

 

Programme courtesy Joan Haig 
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Sketch of the Theatre in 1892, Nicholson & Wright, Architects (JOL) 

When it opened on 6 April 1889, the theatre was known as the South Brisbane Public Hall, however, 

it experienced many name changes throughout its first decade, including the Boggo Road Hall, the 

New Theatre Royal, and the Boggo Road Theatre, before being named the Princess Theatre in 1894. 

In 1899 the Princess was sold to Thomas Finney who turned it into a clothing factory. He did, 

however, allow the Princess to be used for sporadic performances. John Burke Dent took control of 

the theatre in 1912 and this marked the beginning of the Princess’ life as a picture theatre, being wired 

for sound in the late 1920s. Some of Brisbane’s burgeoning little theatre companies performed in the 

Princess during the 1930s.  

The Entertainment Unit of the American Armed Forces took possession of the Princess during the 

Second World War and used it for rehearsals and for administrative purposes. Three different 

companies rehearsed there during the War. After the war many different community groups used the 

Princess for various performance activities; this included concerts and ballet performances, as well as 

meetings of sporting and scout groups. The theatre was used for a variety of non-theatre related 

purposes from the late 1940s until the mid 1980s. At different times it was a paper warehouse, a 

bookbindery, the base for an engineering firm and a second-hand furniture shop. The Princess was 

refurbished to accommodate live performance once again, Twelfth Night being temporary tenants, 

until 1992 when it was sold for $451,000 (The Academy Literature and Drama Website – Simon and 

Delyse Ryan).  

The Community Princess Revival Association Inc was formed in 1999 when it became apparent that 

the Princess was in grave danger of being developed into a medical centre. After Rock and Roll 

Circus moved out, CPR successfully negotiated temporary management rights for the theatre in early 

1999.In recent years, the Princess Theatre has played host to numerous acts including The Whitlams 

and Evermore. Princess Theatre Church officially took over the building in February 2001 (Princess 

Theatre Website) 

7 June 1941 (BC), Leo Producer and Bottom, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Albert Hall 
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Brisbane Repertory Theatre Society 

The Society was formed in 1925 its Patrons being The Governor and both Archbishops. Barbara 

Sisley and Professor Stable were both leading lights in its formation. The theatre group performed at 

various venues in Brisbane until the early 1970s when it opened a purpose built 200 seat theatre (in 

the round) on Hale Street. The group changed its name to La Boite in 1972 and subsequently moved 

in 2004 to the Roundhouse Theatre at the Kelvin Grove Urban Village.  

13 May 1928 (SM), ‘The Admirable Crichton’ at the Theatre Royal, Leo in lead role. Produced by 

Dulcie Scott 

24 Aug 1929 (BC), George Bernard  Shaw’s ‘Captain Brassbound’s Conversion’, Directed and played 

by Barbara Sisley. Cast includes Leo, George Eaton, Jim Pendleton, Cecil Carson, Edgar Smith and 

Neville Raymond. At The Cremorne 

24 Nov 1930 (BC), Vance Palmer (Australian author) premier of comedy ‘Christine’, with Leo in cast 

15 May 1931 (BC), opens season with ‘Yellow Sands’ at His Majesty’s Theatre. Miss Barbara Sisley, 

Leo in cast 

 

Her Imperial Majesty’s Opera House in Queen Street in 1894, full house at His Majesty’s 

 Theatre 1914 (JOL, State Library Queensland) 

The theatre was originally opened on 2 April 1888 as Her Imperial Majesty's Opera House at 193 

Queen Street, in the block between Albert and Edwards Streets. It changed its name after the death of 

Queen Victoria to His Majesty's Theatre on 23 March 1901, a name which it kept throughout the reign 

of the three Kings and even through some of Queen Elizabeth's reign, eventually being renamed Her 

Majesty's Theatre.  

The building consisted of three floors was 66ft wide, 248ft deep and sported a stage which was 60ft 

by 63ft. Her Majesty’s Theatre was considered the theatre for the social elite in Brisbane.  
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The architects for the Opera House were Stombuco and Son, the builders were O’Keefe and Company 

and James Lang and Company undertook the decorations. The front of the building was 

architecturally designed to incorporate a combination of Corinthian and Renaissance styles which 

extended for 66ft along Queen Street. (The Academy Literature and Drama Website – Simon and 

Delyse Ryan). 

19 May 1934 (CM), Two Spanish comedies at the Theatre Royal. Produced and leading Barbara 

Sisley with Robert Scott. Leo in cast 

 

Drawing of the Elizabeth Street facade of the Theatre Royal 1891  

(JOL, State Library Queensland) 

The Theatre Royal, at 80 Elizabeth Street, had the distinction of standing on the site of the first 

official theatre in Brisbane and so is integrally linked with Brisbane’s earliest theatrical history. 

Mason’s Concert Hall on Elizabeth Street opened on 25 January 1865 in the presence of Governor, Sir 

GF Bowen. The first performance was ‘a selection of songs, glees, &c., with solos on the pianoforte, 

together with dramatic representations by professional and amateur artistes’. George B Mason, who 

has since been credited with introducing the first regular theatrical performances to Brisbane, built the 

theatre which was close to, and subsequently adjoining, the Victoria Hotel where he was the lessee.  

Mason was not only a hotelier, he had previously been the proprietor of a music shop in Queen Street, 

he was also a teacher of music and he was responsible for running some public concerts. William 

Coote was the architect and John Bourne was contracted to complete the building which 

accommodated 500 people . The Elizabeth Street entrance was flanked by two double storey shops. 

The auditorium was 72ft long and 38ft wide while the stage was 20ft wide and 16ft deep. A skylight 

formed much of the ceiling. The audience sat on benches ‘with comfortable backs’ and ‘from about a 
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third of the distance from the stage…the benches rise gradually one higher than the other to the 

entrance, so that those of the audience farthest off can command a clear view of the stage over the 

heads of all before them’ By having no box, pit or gallery, the hall could be used for balls and 

meetings on the flat floor.  On 8 April 1865, Mason was already announcing the closure of the Hall 

for one week for alterations and improvements. 

For the next fifteen years the theatre was perpetually being renovated and renamed. It was variously 

Mason’s Concert Hall, Mason’s Theatre or the Victoria Theatre in 1865, the Royal Victoria Theatre in 

1867, and the Queensland Theatre on 21 April 1874 (refurbished by Morton Tavares), before it was 

demolished by James Thynne in 1880 who entirely rebuilt the theatre.  

When the Theatre Royal opened on 18 April 1881 it had a seating capacity of 1350; the Dress Circle 

held 350, the Stalls held 250, and the Pit accommodated 750 . The theatre was designed by Andrea 

Stombuco. A private refreshment room was provided for the patrons of the dress circle and a smoking 

room was at the front of the theatre ‘so that every facility is given for the bored playgoer to lounge 

away the acts in perfect comfort’. The Brisbane Courier praised the elegance of the interior design of 

the new theatre despite its ‘modest’ exterior.  The golden Corinthian columns of the proscenium were 

particularly liked. The paper was critical, however, of the shape of the Dress Circle ‘which is too 

much of the horse-shoe shape, the heels of the shoe as it were projecting in a manner that somewhat 

obscures the stage for those sitting at the side . 

Refurbishments again took place in 1911 when electric lighting was installed and new decorations 

were added. Brennan’s Amphitheatres Ltd. had control of the Theatre Royal at this time and invited 

the press to inspect the renovations. Decorations in salmon pink, green, and cream, ‘with a rich but 

tasteful embellishment of gold’, formed the aesthetic changes to the space while improved seating and 

ventilation, including the installation of a sliding roof, enhanced the audience comfort . The theatre 

was renovated again in late 1940 and when the theatre re-opened early in 1941, the alterations were 

largely cosmetic  

The Theatre Royal was commandeered by the American military forces from 1942 and was only used 

for a small number of Revues for US servicemen.  At the end of the war, the Courier-Mail’s theatre 

reviewer, Te Pana recalled that “Last time I was in the Theatre Royal, the Yanks were boiling their 

billies in the stalls. That was two years ago. Now the old playhouse has been transformed into an 

intimate theatre, with modern furnishings and comfortable lounge chairs”  

The theatre had been taken over by Will Mahoney who returned it to a functioning theatre again.  Few 

other changes were made to the theatre before its closure on 19 December 1959 .  It was sold in 1960 

and was used by a variety of groups like the Queensland Symphony Orchestra and the Queensland 

Theatre Company. It finished its life in the 1980s as a nightclub called Swizzles before being 

demolished to make way for the Myer Centre in 1987 

13 Sep 1936 (SM), BRS production of Hamlet a success. Producer Barbara Sisley, cast includes 

Minister for Public Instruction FA Cooper as King of Denmark (at Princess)  

HAMLET REPERTORY SOCIETY'S SUCCESS  The Brisbane Repertory Theatre Society added 
another to its list of successes by the production of the Shakespearean play, 'Hamlet.' In the Princess 
Theatre, Annerley Road, last night. The play was heartily enjoyed by a large and fashionable audience. 
A very fine rendering of the title role was given by Mr Leo Guyatt, and the part of Ophelia was 
delightfully played by Miss Moya Connolly. Interest was added by the fact that the Minister for Public 
Instruction (Mr FA Cooper) appeared in the cast as the King of Denmark, a part in which he acquitted 

himself admirably. The play was produced by Miss Barbara Sisley. 
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Press cutting Courtesy Joan Haig 

Brisbane Premier Players 

26 Jul 1933 (BC), ‘The Whole Town’s Talking’ at All Saints Hall. Dorothy Free lead, Leo has role 

 

Workers Education Association Dramatic Society 

 

Workers Education Bulletin Edition Vol 1No 1 September 1938 

(JOL, State Library Queensland) 
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The Workers Education Association was established in Britain to provide access to education and 

lifelong learning for adults from all backgrounds, and in particular those who had missed out on 

education. Branches were set up in Australia in 1915 

The Queensland Constitution and Rules, Amended and Adapted May 18 1937 note the object of the 
Association is to provide a means of education in economic and political science and other subjects of 
a non-vocational character for working men and working women. Strictly non-sectarian and non-
political the objects were to be achieved by arousing the interest of all workers in education, enquiring 
into their educational needs, providing in conjunction with the Department of Public Instruction and 
University tutorial classes, study circles…correspondence courses….of interest to workers and 
publishing as deemed necessary. 

The structure included a Central as well as Statewide Branches, funding appears to have included 
Government grants/subsidies, individual membership fees (2/6 pa) and Affiliated Society 
subscriptions. The Association had a Library/Meeting Rooms on the corner of Ann and Edward 
Streets.  

The 1938 Bulletin makes for interesting reading being a left of centre commentary on the events 

unfolding in Europe and the Australian Government’s response. It includes a poem by DB O’Connor 

with a St Lucia flavour, work having commenced on the new University buildings. It is preceded with 

a quote from Professor Murdoch  ‘I am hoping our Australian education system will produce a 

student who will honestly search for Truth no matter how unpalatable that may be’ 

Over the river they’re building a college 

With turret and dome that will gleam in the skies 

And proudly they’ll call it a Fountain of Knowledge – 

A fountain I’m fearing for spilling old lies 

 

The spurious few such as Greed has selected 

Parading their pomp for the masses to gape, 

Shall open their doors so that Truth be deflected 

With clerical blah handed down from the ape 

 

The puppets of Jingo will echo orations 

As void as the bluff of their trumpets and drums, 

While Queensland is damned as the rest of the nations 

And slaves who have build-ed go back to their slums 

 

And yet I have hopes from the present’s portending, 

From fervour for facts that’s inspiring our youth 

A Lenin may study here – forthright, unbending, 

To smash through the bulwarks of humbug for Truth 

 

To lift our humanity, banishing sorrow, 

To lead with your banners of Reason unfurled  

St. Lucia, rise for your triumph to-morrow 

To blaze as our beacon of Truth for the world ! 

 
The WEA Dramatic Society appears to have been founded in 1930 (the JOL has a number of 

programmes for productions up until 1939) with GB Eaton the original producer followed by Marjorie 

Mant. Plays were mainly performed at All Saints Hall on Ann Street (below All Saint’s Church) 

July 1931, Societa Dante Rooms, Petrie Bight. Four one act plays  
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29 Nov 1933 (CM), Vince Palmer’s ‘Christine’. Leo role, GB Eaton producer (and part) ... fine 

quality 

1937 subscription 10/- pa, entitlement two seats per production, 1937 Roy Burnett Hon Sec 

30 Mar 1940 (CM),WEA will open 25th year on Monday, broad range of classes including Leo Guyatt  

Dramatic Art (Tutors continuing gratis as government subsidy withdrawn) 

6 Sep 1940 (CM), ‘Macbeth’ Leo co-producer and lead role. Good wrap from press   

 

 

Programme courtesy Joan Haig 
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Epworth Players   

The July 1948 issue of Queensland Methodist Times (RHSQ) was dedicated to the ‘Young Peoples 

Department’ recently established under the Directorship of Rev IW Alcorn. It notes the ’latest 

advance in youth work is the formation of the ‘Department’ of the Epworth Players, a Methodist 

Young Peoples Dramatic Society. Delores and Leo provided the expertise. Interestingly they used the 

name of the church property for the name of the group.  

2 Mar 1946 (CM), Methodist Youth Rally at City Hall. ‘Events in the history of Methodism and 

Christianity’ written and produced by Dolores and Leo Guyatt 

25 September, 1948 (CM), RELIGEOUS PLAY. A METHODIST plan to spread religion through 

drama, radio, and films will have a public test in the Albert Hall on October 6 and 7. Epworth Players, 

a young people s dramatic society formed by the Methodist Church, will, present the religious play 

'St. Alban’. “We think religious drama has a big appeal”, Miss D Guyatt, a Methodist Youth Council 

representative said yesterday. “Our long-range plan is to train Epworth Players in all aspects of 

dramatic art, and radio and film technique, Eventually we may make our own religious radio serials 

and films”. In three months 56 young Brisbane Methodists have joined the Epworth Players 

 

Leo and Gwenda Ross (nee Brittan) as Lady Mary in (rehearsal for?) 

 The Admiral Crichton (Courtesy Gwenda Ross) 

 

4 Aug 1950 (CM), as part of the Queensland Youth Festival, Italia and Leo produce ‘The Admirable 

Crichton’ a four act comedy by JM Barrie at the Albert Hall (Methodist Youth)   

10 May 1953 (SM), Leo directs ‘The Ghost Train’ at Albert Hall, report notes that another current 

Epworth Player activity is film making. The hour long colour film ‘The Modern Prodigal’ written and 

produced by Leo is in the can. The film was photographed in the main streets of Brisbane, Brookfield 
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and Southport. Their newest venture about to commence is ‘Return to Thy House’ to be filmed again 

by CJ Nicholl       

Within eighteen months Leo died at the young age of 52. The press and The Methodist Times carried 

obituaries, however, a more personal view expressed by Gwenda Ross in correspondence to Joan 

Haig is considered a more fitting way to close these Notes. 

 

Memories of Leo Guyatt 

My earliest memories of Leo are as a little girl at Sunday School. He had the most beautiful resonant 

voice which he used to full effect when he read or told stones from the Bible. I particularly remember 

his rendition of the Easter story and how the tears would come into my eyes. Actually when I hear the 

story read these days my mind goes back to that first experience of hearing the story. 

He also helped us as children to experience a feeling of awe in the church. The building at St. Lucia 

(then called Toowong Reach) was double storied at the back with the hall underneath and the church 

above, and before we went up into the Church after Sunday School, Leo would remind us that we 

were going into a very special holy place and we would reverently climb the steps and quietly go into 

the church. 

Of course his story-telling wasn’t confined to Biblical stories - how he used to love to tell ghost 

stories on Halloween night when we would have a social night in the church hall. He was a master of 

suspense and when we were all deathly quiet waiting in the dark for the next part of the story he 

would raise his voice and thunder the climax which had us all screaming with fright. How we loved it! 

Later, I was privileged to play the part of Lady Mary in ‘The Admirable Crichton’ opposite Leo. I 

don’t think I felt it a privilege at the time as I was very nervous about it but it was a great experience. 

If my memory serves me correctly it was held in the Albert Hall in Brisbane. 

Leo was also responsible for creating ‘The Epworth Players’ - a drama group under the auspices of 

the Methodist Church. He wrote pageants which were performed in the City Hall at the annual youth 

gathering during the Methodist Conference. This provided an opportunity for singers to perform in a 

massed choir, others to take part in a verse speaking choir, both being trained by Leo’s sisters, Lory 

and Ita. Those taking individual parts were young people who had an interest in acting or who were 

willing to ‘give it a go’. Those who were privileged to take part I’m sure learned skills that have 

helped them right through their lives. I know I did. 

Leo Guyatt was a special person who shared his wonderful talents willingly and generously with all, 

especially young people, who were open to receiving what he offered. 

Gwenda Ross (nee Brittan)  
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The timber Methodist Church (Photograph courtesy Audrey Jones nee Wilson) served the local congregation 

until the early 1970s when a new brick church was constructed. The existing building, probably shuffled on the 

block, became the church hall and named ‘The Leo Guyatt Memorial Hall’. In the 1990s following the 

amalgamation of the Method and Presbyterian church the Ryans Road property was sold to the Chinese 

Christian Community. Recently the new owners have removed the original hall naming signage 
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Appendix 

 

 

The creation of Guyatt park 

 

Article on Dolores Guyatt, Queensland Methodist Times 

 

The Street Watchman’s Story 
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The creation of Guyatt Park – Extracts from Brisbane City Council Minutes (BCC Archives)  

and BCC Guyatt Park History File  

(Extract from Minutes presented chronologically, Minutes Book page number noted) 

 

Part 1946 Aerial photograph of the area that would become Guyatt’s Park (Courtesy BCC Archives). 

Orientation, St Lucia Road (later Sir Fred Schonell Drive) running east to west at bottom, Bryce Street north 

south on LHS, Laurence Street north south RHS, Macquarie Street centre. The suggestion from the St Lucia 

Progress Association to improve east west access to the West End Ferry at the end of Laurence Street appears 

to have been the catalyst for consideration of this area as a potential park. 

Allen Guyatt’s house can be seen on the corner of Bryce and St Lucia Road, Leo Guyatt’s including the garden 

theatre on the corner of Macquarie and St Lucia Road. Other residences within the park area are Mobolon the 

childhood home of the artist Lloyd Rees at the river end of Bryce Street, the Rooke’s’ house on the bend in 

Macquarie Street, and further around the Smith’s home and tennis court close to the river. The small white 

rectangles scattered along the banks of the creek are believed to be the culverts/pipes later used to pipe it to the 

river prior to filling (Joan Haig recollections, childhood home on Macquarie Street and contemporary of Leo 

Guyatt’s children). Part of the park area is understood to have been used as a tip during the 1960s.  

 

1945 – 46 Minutes 

(P86) St Lucia Progress Association suggest the installation of a bridge over the creek to improve the 

access between Hiron and Macquarie Streets for local residents catching the West End Ferry (end of 

Laurence Street). City Engineer visits the location to assess the proposal and considers the area should 

be made into a park. Will require annulment of riparian rights in respect to the tidal creek together 

with resumption of some private properties and part of Hiron Street 

[ P99, Decision on application to construct a bowling green in the Keith Street area deferred until 

finalisation of overall park scheme for St Lucia 

(P126) Council suggest extension of proposed park area to include the land up to Bryce Street and St 

Lucia Road 
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(P257) Land to be resumed scheduled including that owned by Mrs Helene Marie Louise John (wife 

of Johan Friedrich Wilhelm John), Robert Charles and Elizabeth Smith, H Rothwell, William Charles 

Wallis, Public Curator on behalf of the estate of SP Blackburn, Joseph Flynn, Noel Austin Kratzmann, 

Thomas Henry Rooke, Allan Leo Guyatt and Allan (Allen) Guyatt  

(P424) Mrs HML John agrees the sum of £500 in compensation (1 rood 17.2 perches 

Macquarie/River) 

1946 – 47 Minutes 

(P82) Council decide on a suggested ‘rental’ amount for each of the four improved resumed properties 

in lieu of the requirement to pay rates etc. Proposed weekly amounts: 

BC & E Smith 16/- 

AL Guyatt 30/- 

A Guyatt 7/6 

TH Rook 20/- 

 

[This suggests Council had ownership of the properties from the date, or within a set timeframe, of the 

issue of Resumption Notices, even if final agreement on compensation had not been reached - check]  

(P200) MR H Rothwell agrees the sum of £500 in compensation (1 rood 28.2 perches Hiron 

Street/River) 

(P212) Estate of SP Blackburn agrees the sum of £800 in compensation (1 acre 1 rood 14.6 perches) 

(P431) Following strong objections Council agree to transfer Mr L Guyatts property back to him 

(payment of back rates of £4-2-1 required). Council officers believe will not unduly affect the park 

scheme 

1947 – 48 Minutes 

(P5) Mr A Guyatt had also lodged objection to the compulsory purchase and further had not been able 

to reach a satisfactory agreement on compensation with the Valuer. Mr Guyatt’s argument was that he 

could not replace his existing dwelling with an equivalent in the area for the amount offered. The 

Council Valuer makes the recommendation to accept the proposal to relocate the current house to a 

site nominated by Mr Guyatt (land owned by his daughters at Riverview Terrace, St Lucia - cheaper 

option for Council). Council agree in principle and move to call tenders for the relocation 

(P6) Mr TH Rooke agrees the sum of £900 in compensation, less £1 per week since resumption 

(Macquarie Street) 

(P550) Council agree to transfer Mr Rooke’s property back (to pay any back rates) as Mr L Guyatt 

precedent 

(P856) Mr A Guyatt, in the absence of a finalised agreement on the re-location of the existing house 

Council agree to transfer the property back to him (Finalised July 1951 – BCC Guyatt Park History 

File) 

October 1950, Mr Wallis agrees compensation including part Parish of Yeerongpilly land and £260 

(Hiron Street/River) – BCC Guyatt Park History File 
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[ 1950 – 51 Minutes, Parks – 3 year lease granted to Co-ordinator General for 17 acres 2 roods 26.2 

perches, Carmody’s Paddock for UQ Military Training purposes. During wartime was in hands of 

Bureau of Industry ] 

1951 – 52 Minutes 

(P1037) St Lucia Progress Association query timing for the planting of shade and ornamental trees in 

the park (SLPA refer to recent renaming of park from ‘The Hiron Street Reserve’ to Guyatt Park’). 

Council Parks Superintendent reports that during recent years the land has been levelled and graded 

with some fine eucalypts growing there. He suggests more urgent works elsewhere be prioritised, 

Council to thank SLPA for their interest 

(P1059) Council agree to the St Lucia Progress Association’s proposal to change the name of the 

Hiron Street Reserve to Guyatt Park  [May 1952 ] 

1955 – 56 Minutes 

(P*) Notes 12 February 1946 Meeting authorised acquisition by resumption for park purposes 

July 1956, Council transfer back Mr Joseph Flynn’s land (3 roods 4.5 perches Macquarie/River). To 

pay rates from 6 July 1956 – BCC Guyatt Park History File 

[ P1141, Royal Queensland Golf Club seek to purchase 150 acres of land at Long Pocket, Portions 71 

to 83 Parish of Indooroopilly, their current course at Eagle Farm is on leased land and approaching 

end of term. Council not interested in sale but may consider lease of say twenty years ] 

1957 – 58 Minutes 

(P*) RC & E Smith property, noted they had failed to agree a compensation package within the due 

time limits and in theory no longer eligible, however, bearing in mind circumstances and following 

negotiations Clerk recommends the Smiths be allowed to remain in the property for life on payment 

of an annual amount of 1/- 

1960 – 61 Minutes 

(P821) Miss DI and Miss AD Guyatt (parent’s house) negotiate compensation of £3,842 (1 rood 19.2 

perches on St Lucia Road/Bryce Street) 

[ 1961 – 62 Minutes P817, Proposals to be called to lease 400 acres of Sir J Chandler Park at Long 

Pocket for golf or similar recreational purpose. Twenty year maximum lease ]  

BCC Guyatt Park History File 

August 1961, Preliminary Notice of intended Lease to Toowong Kindergarten Association of three 

Lots on Bryce Street for the purpose of building a kindergarten. 15 year Lease, Association to build 

within two years and spend not less than £2,000 on construction [obviously didn’t eventuate] 

January 1968, Sub 34, Re-Sub 1 of Sub 2 of Portion 10 acquired for park purposes from Mary 

Alexandrina Muir (wife of Thomas Keith Watson Muir) for the sum of $4,000. Corner of St Lucia 

Road and Macquarie Street  [ Part of original Leo Guyatt land !? ] 

August 1970, Council agree to construction of sewerage pumping station in the park, subject to 

‘beautification works’ 
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May 1974, Locals Petition against any lease of land in Guyatt Park to the Toowong Rowing Club. 

Officer notes in principle agreement already made with Club for land in Keith Street area 

April 1988, E&C Committee recommend approval of ‘Golden Mile Marine Ltd’ proposal to build a 

ferry terminal and car park in the park. Proposer to fund the works 

 

Photograph of Guyatt Park looking towards Hiron Street in 1991 

(BCC Guyatt Park History File) 

 

June 1996, Courier Mail report notes the Council are planning an upgrade of the Ferry Terminal for 

the new ferries (City Cats, $1.35m each) Guyatt Park will be a stop on the service that will operate 

between UQ and Hamilton 

July 1996, work almost complete on the $850,000 Guyatt Park Terminal. Councillor confirms there 

will be no repeat of the 1988 Expo ferry ‘shemozzle’. Syd William QC had at that time instigated the 

closure of the service after 2 months due to noise and traffic concerns, objections upheld by the Court. 

He has no concerns with BCC’s current proposal, much better thought out including closure of part 

Macquarie Street near the Avalon Theatre to provide commuter car-parking. Noted the UQ terminal 

was already completed and those at North Quay and South Bank were well underway. Six high speed 

cats would operate the service due to commence towards the end of October  

 

 

Andrew Darbyshire 

St Lucia History Group  July 2013 
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Article on Dolores Guyatt, Queensland Methodist Times 
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THE STREET WATCHMAN'S STORY 

by Charles J. Winter (1910) Recorded by Bransby Williams & later by Stanley Holloway 

 

Some chaps get the fat and some chaps get the lean, 

When they start on their journey thro' life. 

Some makes pots of money by being M.P.s 

And some gets it by taking a wife. 

 

Some learns a good trade such as Dustman or 

Sweep 

Which the same I'd have done if I'd knowed 

But the special profession I've drifted to now 

Is 'Minding a 'ole in the road'. 

 

As a rule it's a nice quiet comfortable job... 

But there's times when I've hated the work 

For instance I once had to go Christmas Day 

On a job which I'd tried hard to shirk. 

 

I minded that 'ole, sir, the whole blessed day,  

Till my dinner and teatime had gone, 

And my Christmas dinner (if any was left)  

I should have when relieved later on. 

 

At home we'd some friends and we'd got a big 

goose, 

And I'd ordered a half ton of coal, 

Yet here was I sitting at seven P. hem  

A-shivering in front 0' my 'ole. 

 

And I thought of them all making merry at home,  

Stuffed with goose from their heads to their toes, 

They'd just about leave me a cut off the beak,  

Or the end of the Parson's nose. 

 

And I sat quite despondent and dozed half asleep,  

I was feeling quite humpy and sore, 

When from one of the big houses just on my right  

A swell flunkey stepped out through the door. 

 

He came straight to me and he said with a bow,  

Which made his gold lace gleam and shine, 

'The Countess's compliments as you're alone  

She'll be pleased if you'll step in and dine.' 

 

Well I very near dropped to the ground with 

surprise,  

For it wasn't a safe thing to do. 

 

What if thieves came and pinched a great heap of 

them stones, 

Or 'opped off with a drain-pipe or two? 

 

Then I thought of the Countess's kindness of 'eart 

How she'd thought of me lonely outside,  

So I scraped the clay off my boots with a spade 

And I follered the flunkey inside. 

 

And there sat the Countess all merry and bright  

With diamonds and jewels all a-glow, 

In a silk dress which must have cost nigh twenty 

pound, 

Though there wasn't much of it you know. 

 

Her husband the Viscount was there at her side,  

While the waiters flew round with a whizz, 

And in half a jiff I was seated with them  

A-eating and shifting the fizz. 

 

The Viscount he drank to my jolly good health  

As he took from his wine-glass a pull, 

I only just nodded - I couldn't say much  

For my mouth, like my heart, was too full. 

 

When we'd finished, us gents all puts on a cigar,  

And the perfume was simply sublime, 

By the bands that was on 'em, why I'll guarantee  

They must have cost fourpence a time. 

 

Then the ladies they starts playing 'Kiss-in-the-ring' 

And the Countess enjoyed the game too, 

When she gets in the ring she just turns straight to 

me  

And she says, 'Mr. Nobbs, I'll have you.' 

 

Oh, I didn't know which was my 'ead or my 'eels,  

It was like being in Fai-ry-land, 

But I threw down my smoke and I wiped my 

moustache, 

Just like this... with the back of my 'and. 

 

She put up her lips looking saucy and sweet,  

And I blushed as towards her I stole, 

I bent forward and then I woke up just in time.  

Or I might have fell clean down that 'ole. 

 


