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FOREWORD 

 

The writing of this history of the St Lucia Pre-School 1948-2000 was instigated by the finding 

of the original minutes of meetings of the Committee formed in February 1948 to set up a Pre-

School. They were in a very fragile condition in a downstairs storeroom at the present 

Kindergarten and were rescued by Mrs Marjorie Voss, an assistant teacher at the Kindergarten. 

They were brought to my attention in mid 1999. Subsequently more records were retrieved and 

it was considered fairly urgent that these be preserved and put in some accessible form. With the 

permission of the Kindergarten Committee to access these records, I undertook to write a brief 

history of the Association. 

 

I have spoken to as many of the original Committee and first parents and first pupils as I could 

locate and to others who have known the Pre-School/Kindergarten in its evolvement from 

Church Hall to three unit Pre-School to one unit Kindergarten. Unfortunately, I have not been 

able to trace any of the earliest teachers, Miss Adair, Miss Kerrin and Mrs Gunton, but I have 

heard of the affection with which they were regarded. 

 

Many people have memories of the Pre-School they could relate, memories of working bees 

involving mowing or painting and mending, of children’s Christmas parties attended, homes 

visited to view television programs (man landing on the moon), excursions with the children, 

guinea pigs minded or demonstrations given, of bun making or brick laying. I have not included 

these. Perhaps an oral history? 

 

I regret any errors or inaccuracies that may be found in any part of this work. 

 

Written by 

ISA MAYNARD 

2001 
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ST LUCIA PRE-SCHOOL 1948 - 2000 

 

A public meeting was called by Mr CW Harding, a prominent St Lucia resident, to be held in 

the Presbyterian Hall on Swann Road, on 25 February 1948, for the purpose of establishing a 

Kindergarten in St Lucia. 

 

The St Lucia Presbyterian Church Hall on Hawken Drive was a former army building relocated from  

Enoggera Military Camp. It opened in May 1947. [JOL TR 1918 174 Box 7562] 

 

This meeting marks the beginning of the official move to form the St Lucia Pre-School. It was 

well attended. A committee known as the Citizens Committee was elected with Mr CW Harding 

as Chairman. When a motion was put that a kindergarten be established, it was carried 

unanimously. The kindergarten, to be known as the St Lucia Presbyterian Pre-School, would 

operate in the Presbyterian Church Hall, fees were fixed at 3 guineas per quarter and Miss Pat 

Adair, a qualified Kindergarten Teacher accepted appointment as the first Director, with an 

assistant to help her. 

 

The next meeting was held at the Presbyterian Hall on 3 March 1948, when the Citizens 

Committee met with the Presbyterian Management Committee. There was obviously a desire to 

move quickly and have the Pre-School operating early in 1948. Many practical matters were 

discussed at this meeting, eg legal aspects of the contract with the Church, Public Risk 

Insurance, equipment required and its cost, rules and regulations for the running of the Pre-

School, staff contracts and salaries. The opening date for the new project was fixed for 5 April 

1948, with parent interviews and enrolments to take place two days prior to this. 

 

The Crèche and Kindergarten Association (C&K) was contacted and asked for information 

concerning affiliation, but it was decided against affiliation at this stage. 

 

Things moved quickly. Another meeting was held on 11 March 1948 and another on 24 March 

1948. A bank account with the National Bank was opened, sanitary arrangements made, 

(Brisbane was not sewered) a washroom organised, the room cleaned and an invitation to the 
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Lord Mayor to open the Pre-School sent and accepted. The number of children to attend was set 

at 50 and children aged three to five years were to be taken. Committee ladies agreed to be 

present at parent interviews and to give assistance during the first week. 

 

The St Lucia Presbyterian Pre-School Centre was officially ‘opened’ by Lord Mayor JB 

Chandler on Wednesday 31 March 1948 at 8pm. 

 

The Pre-School opened its doors as planned on 5 April 1948 with 41 children attending (refer  

list of first pupils). Very soon after, at a meeting on 13 April, it was decided to request Mr 

Roberts of the City Council to have the 9 am and the 3 pm school buses extend their route to the 

corner of Coronation Drive1 and Highland Terrace, so children could be dropped off and picked 

up near the Pre-School. There were very few, if any, two car families in 1948, so a bus was very 

much needed for getting children to pre-school and home again. (The Pre-School continued to 

use this school bus service, with teachers collecting children in the mornings and taking them to 

the bus in the afternoons until 1974). Also, at this early stage, the Pre-School had an honorary 

school doctor, in the person of Doctor Ellise Dart, whose offered services were gratefully 

accepted. 

 

Also, at this early stage, it was agreed that the number of children enrolled be extended to 60, 

that Miss Kaye be appointed Assistant Director, and if more than 50 children attended on any 

one day, Mrs Dorothy McPhee, a committee lady be called on for assistance. This extension to 

60, no doubt attests to the number of young children in the area: it also attests to the need for 

income, as fees and money raising had to cover salaries and all other expenses. However, by 

today’s standards it is twice the number of four to five year olds, not three to five year olds that 

one teacher and one assistant can reasonably be expected to plan and implement a program for 

and that in well-planned and equipped surroundings. 

 

This first year must have presented many difficulties to the Director and the Committee. There 

was constant need for more equipment and play space and cupboard space, adjustments were 

needed to washing facilities and drainage, and to cleaning and sanitary services which were 

proving unsatisfactory. These conditions were no different from those pertaining in many other 

kindergartens at this time. Many kindergartens in both city and country areas in the late 1940s 

and early 1950s operated in church halls or scout halls with outdoor toilets and make shift wash 

basins, no fences and limited playground equipment as they very frequently had done since the 

first kindergartens were established in Queensland in 1907. The difference at St Lucia was in 

the numbers of children enrolled. As a consequence of these difficulties in June 1948 a sub-

committee was formed to consider additions to the church building and its appointments. 

However, these were put on hold when it was learned the church had purchased land on the 

corner of Coronation Drive and Swann Road for a new church building. 

 

By November 1948 the first moves to acquiring land of their own were made by the Citizens 

Committee. Mr Harding contacted the Director of Education Mr Edwards and the Brisbane City 

Council regarding the removal of a wooden building in Ironside School grounds to a site on the 

corner of Ironside and Baty Streets. It was found, however, the building was still required by the 

school so this move was unsuccessful. 

 

Meanwhile, Miss Adair, tired of the cramped, inadequate space at the Church Hall and of the 

lack of progress with additions at the Church or with a new building in Ironside Street, resigned 

                                                      
1 Subsequently Hawken Drive 



St Lucia History Group 

ad/history/st lucia pre school/IM  Page 5 of 43 

along with the assistant on 2 March 1949. Miss Adair was warmly thanked for her work during 

1948. Miss Pam Kerrin was appointed Director for 1949. 

 

However, it was obvious the conditions under which the kindergarten was operating demanded 

improvement. During 1949 the Committee considered many options for bringing this about. 

These included: 

 

1) a hall off St Lucia Road which was inspected, discussed at great length, favoured by some, 

but not by others. 

2) land in 9th Avenue, which on inspection was found very suitable, but later found to belong 

to City Council. 

3) a proposal that the Committee meet the costs of extensions to the Presbyterian Hall. 

4) In August 1949, Mr Harding reported land at the corner of Baty and Ironside Streets, owned 

by Brisbane City Council 2, could be made available for a long lease provided it could be 

shown that money was available for the erection of a building. 

 

The Management Committee of the church had been kept informed of the negotiations that had 

been going on and were in sympathy with the intention to erect a new building. 

Mr Harding, meanwhile, contacted architect Mr Goodsir and asked if he would design a 

suitable building and give a costing (refer Plan below). The quote received was ₤1600  

for a 1500 square foot building. (I have found no reference to consultation with C & K 

about a desirable building although space requirements were recognised by then.) As 

for money raising the Bank suggested debentures be issued. 

Original Floor Plan  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

The next move was a meeting held at Mr Harding’s residence on 17 November 1949, called by 

the citizen members of the Advisory Committee to approve and discuss the initial actions taken 

and to be taken in the establishment of a new Pre-School for the children of St Lucia and with a 

view to calling a Public Meeting. 

 

Business passed at the meeting included: 

                                                      
2 The land was in fact owned by the Education Department, BCC owned adjacent land – subsequent review of 

original material by Marjorie Voss 
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1) Members of the Advisory Committee were to a form a committee known as the Citizens’ 

Committee. 

2) Name of new Pre-School was to be St Lucia Pre-School. 

3) 60 children were to be enrolled at 4 guineas per term. 

4) Approval was given to raise debentures worth ₤1500 and auditors were appointed to control 

the issue and registration of debentures. 

5) Plans for the building were discussed and some alterations to be discussed with Mr Goodsir 

suggested. 

6) 2 trustees were appointed - Mr WS Custance and Mr CW Harding. 

7) A constitution and rules of the St Lucia Pre-School were discussed and accepted. 

8) An account was to be opened at PB and B Society in the name of St Lucia PreSchool. 

9) Mr Harding was elected President of the new committee with Mr Custance Treasurer. 

 

 

15  March 1950 newspaper article – typo Goodwin for Goodsir  [The Daily Telegraph 15 March 1950] 

 

As the next step, a letter dated 16 December 1949 was sent to the Director of Public Instruction 

requesting his approval for full use of land at the corner of Ironside and Baty Streets for 

Kindergarten purposes. On 16 January 1950 a reply was received approving the proposed 

occupation of the land under certain conditions. The Director needed a plan of the building. A 

reply was sent confirming receipt of his letter and enclosing a plan of the land required and 

building plans and specifications. These were approved 17 March 1950. 

 

Then at the public AGM of 15 March 1950 the foregoing arrangements were explained and 

accepted: so it was that the site of the new Pre-School was decided. Meanwhile, the Pre-School 

would continue to operate in the Presbyterian Church Hall. 
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Work began immediately in getting the new grounds and building under way, and in raising 

money. Difficulties encountered were many, mainly owing to the necessity to keep costs down. 

Delays were many. 

 

Tender for the building was accepted for labour only by National Construction Co. for ₤565 but 

this Company went into liquidation by August and Acme Construction agreed to complete the 

building. Hardwood was got from Mr Sherwood of Beaudesert and transported by Byrne and 

Houston at low cost. Electrical work was done by a Committee member at week ends at low 

cost. The roof construction had to conform to requirements for a Public Hall. Nevertheless the 

roof was a source of recurring problems beginning as early as 1954 (see later references). Fibro 

sheeting was used for the exterior in lieu of weather boards. Painting was left for later working 

bees -except for doors and windows inside and out. The septic system caused delays as drainage 

had to go through an adjoining property and the City Council was slow to approve the capacity 

of the system and the placement of children’s pedestals in one room. 

 

Money raising took the form of a Mannequin Parade in the City Hall on 11 September 1950, 

Picture Benefit in City Hall on 30 October 1950, a Fete, Find the Ball Competition and raffles. 

 

A special meeting was called for 24 May 1950 and all parents of children attending or enrolled 

at the Presbyterian Hall were invited to attend. At the meeting President CW Harding told all 

present that the costs to be incurred for the new building amounted to ₤1834. Debentures 

promised amounted to ₤1220 and money actually received on account of debentures amount 

to740. A loan of ₤800 was granted by the National Bank of Australia to which the Pre-School 

accounts were transferred. Also, after numerous efforts by the President and Treasurer to secure 

a lease of the land from the Government, they were now granted a permit for occupancy for five 

years, with a further five years if required. 

 

So work went ahead, and at the beginning of the school year 1951, the building and grounds 

were deemed ready for occupancy and the new pre-school opened to receive children in two age 

groups in January 1951 with Miss Kerrin as Director, Miss Godbold as teacher and Miss 

Ludwig as housekeeper. 

 

At the AGM on 20 March 1951, Mr Harding recorded his pleasure at the large attendance at the 

meeting, his appreciation of the generous co-operation of the Presbyterian Church, of the work 

of Mr JS Robertson in connection with the drafting of the Constitution, of the contribution of 

Messrs Goodsir and Carlyle as Honorary Architects, the sterling work of Mr WS Custance as 

Treasurer, of Mr Baker as auditor, of the outstanding money raising efforts of Mesdames Grant 

and Custance, of the generosity of those who had returned their debentures as donations, and the 

spontaneous support of so many people. 

 

The building was officially opened at 3 pm on 26 May 1951 with a celebratory fete that had 

seen months of organisation and preparation. It had been hoped the Premier would do the 

honours, but he was unavailable and suggested Mr Devries, Minister for Education - but he was 

out of town on the required date, so the honour fell to Mr Power MLA. 

 

It was an occasion for celebration but sadly the building did not provide even the minimum 

space required for the 60 children that the Committee decreed should be enrolled. This number 

was needed to provide sufficient fees to make the enterprise viable and also to deal with the 

pressure of numbers on the waiting list. 
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Much essential work still needed to be done. There was no telephone or letter box or notice 

board. Getting children from and to the bus was more difficult - could the bus route be extended 

to the corner of Baty and Ironside Streets? There was still work to be done on the building: the 

main room needed to be lined - and the playground was in poor shape. Then there were staff 

shortages and no provision for sick leave for teachers. 

 

So after waiting two years for the new building, it was found to have many shortcomings and 

did not meet affiliation standards. In November 1951, Miss Kerrin and all her staff resigned. At 

a meeting on 6 November 1951, Miss Kerrin indicated she would reconsider her resignation if 

the Pre-School became affiliated. 

 

Merits of affiliation were discussed at some length. It was agreed that affiliation would be in the 

best interests of the school and that affiliation should be made forthwith. It was resolved that 

‘We consult C & K about minimum staff required and we advertise for such staff. Also we 

contact Principal of QKTC asking for her help in securing such staff.’ 

 

However, it was not only a matter of staff, but of space also that prevented affiliation. Miss 

Kerrin did resign at the end of 1951 and Mrs Gunton was appointed Director. Almost 

immediately Mrs Gunton sought and was given permission to discuss overcrowding at a 

Mothers’ Meeting and report back to the Committee. It appears that some mothers became 

alarmed that hours at the Pre-School would be reduced so the Committee had to allay these 

fears by re-affirming that the policy of the Pre-School was to charge a fee of 7 guineas per term 

of five full days. 

 

Mrs Gunton continued to draw attention to what she considered an alarming deficiency of space 

for the proper conduct of the school. After various suggestions and much discussion, it was 

resolved that Mrs Gunton be authorised to approach C & K and ask if Miss Hill, a graduate of 

both Brisbane and Melbourne Kindergarten Teachers’ Colleges and a member of the Board of C 

& K, could inspect the premises and make suggestions as to the extensions she might deem 

advisable. As a result of this, Miss Combes, Director of Pre-School Activities with C & K 

visited the Pre-School on 22nd February and attended a Committee Meeting on 1 April 1952 

when presented her report. This stated that the space presently available was suited to 30 

children and if 50 were taken 20 should attend half day only - as there was serious 

overcrowding at sleep time. 

 

Nevertheless, the Committee resolved to retain enrolment at 60 and engage an extra staff 

member. Even an amendment reducing numbers by five as a start to implementing Miss 

Combes recommendation was lost. So on 20 May 1952 affiliation with C & K was refused. 

 

In September 1952 when Mrs Gunton asked that only 50 children be enrolled for 1953 and the 

committee resolved to take 60, Mrs Gunton indicated she would resign at the end of the year. 

This she did. Miss Nan Scott-White, a very experienced teacher, was appointed Director for 

1953. 
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In a determined effort to improve conditions a continuum of smallish extensions was carried out 

in 1953 and 1954. A concrete terrace was completed by Committee members and a side door 

was installed to give access to this (refer Plan One B). The kitchen was given a face lift with 

new cupboards and curtains (made by staff). Bathroom walls and floor were painted by staff. In 

June 1954, the roof was found to be sagging and the Honorary architect was called in to look at 

this and to consider enclosing the front porch. The front porch was enclosed in February 1955 

but a quote for the roof of ₤160  was beyond the means of the committees and this work was 

postponed. 

 

Addition of a new terrace and enclosure of Porch  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

During 1955 a roof extension over the terrace was planned but a quote of ₤500 was considered 

too high. After considering getting more quotes or having the work done at working bees, it was 

decided to defer this work for the present. In October 1955, outside woodwork and roof were 

painted, the lowest quote of ₤113 being accepted. Also Miss Scott-White asked that all salaries 

be in line with C & K salaries and she provided a list of these salaries. 

 

Meanwhile, Mr Harding advised on 9 February 1955 that the Education Department which 

controlled the lease of the land had granted a further extension of five years. (The land was 

leased to the two Trustees Mr Harding and Mr Custance. No title was held by the Committee.) 

 

Enrolments had stayed at 60 children but in January 1956 Miss Scott-White suggested the 

number of children be reduced from 60 to 42 to fit the space and staff available. Staff changes 

were frequent and trained staff hard to find. Her suggestion was not accepted as not viable 

financially and because it seemed possible the building would be extended in 1956. 

 

To facilitate this fees were raised to 8 guineas per quarter to cover increased salaries, and 

increased money raising was undertaken for extension and improvements as well as to redeem 

debentures. 
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On 19 March 1956 a building sub-committee was set up and Honorary Architect Mr Goodsir 

was asked to apply for site approval and to present plans for an extension to City Council as 

soon as possible. Meanwhile Mr Harding was able to arrange ₤200 finance. On 28 May 1956 a 

quote of ₤193 was accepted for a proposed extension. This was for an unlined and unsealed 

room with no electrical work and just one primer coat of paint. President Mr Hoare was to 

supply some items at half price. The cost rose to ₤264 when painting and lighting were 

included. The room with toilet and washroom was completed by September 1956. A jubilant 

Miss Scott-White reported that the children were now able to work as two groups. 

1956 additions, a new playroom and toilets  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

However this extension did not bring the kindergarten to affiliation standard or allow for an 

easily organised program. (Affiliation then provided a subsidy, but for country kindergartens 

only.) 

 

More space was urgently required. In July 1957, Mr Liley, a committee member moved that a 

sub-committee be formed to look into further extensions and affiliation with C & K. Mr 

Atherton, a committee member, was asked to look into the question of space, numbers and 

statistics in regard to the development of the district and report back. His report concluded there 

would always be sufficient pre-school children to fill the kindergarten if prosperity remained 

fairly high - but present enrolment was about optimum and therefore enrolment should be 

limited to 60. He moved that a building program proceed to provide 35 square feet of effective 

indoor space per child, the space requirement for affiliation. A special building fund was 

earmarked for this and money raising (eg a barbeque which raised ₤125) was undertaken. 

Debentures of ₤790 still had to be repaid and it was decided to do this at rate of ₤150 per 

annum. People eligible to be repaid were given the option of leaving the money as a donation. 

 

Miss Hill was again invited to visit to advise on affiliation. In 1956 a Building Plan and 

Equipment sub-committee had been formed at C & K and Miss Hill was the Chairperson. The 

task of this committee was to check existing building and check and approve kindergarten plans 

sent in by Committees wishing to affiliate with the Association. Kindergarten buildings from 
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this period were very different from those previously erected. The Australian Pre-School 

standards were now required. Buildings were to be at ground level wherever possible and 

children’s toilets accessible from playground and playroom. This allowed for easier supervision 

and more flexibility in programming. Sizes of groups and floor space were also set. 

 

Miss Hill visited the Pre-School and met the Committee on 23 May 1958. She said she was 

prepared to recommend affiliation provided the Committee agree to go ahead with extensions 

and increase trained teaching staff and meet requirements re equipment. So an application for 

affiliation was made and was granted on 31 July 1958. Affiliation, by then, carried a State 

subsidy of ₤250 for all kindergartens. 

 

Later in 1958 a special meeting was called to discuss the raising of fees to l0 guineas a 

term for four terms a year. In an effort to avoid this many options were discussed: 

 

1) Two sessions per day - not popular with mothers 

2) Increase numbers from 60 to 75. Director Miss Scott-White was against this. 

3) Mothers to help instead of paid housekeeper. Again Director said no. 

4) Mr Harding said if Committee could raise ₤500 he would guarantee an advance of ₤500 but 

only if numbers were increased. 

 

The outcome was a motion to raise fees to 10 guineas and this was carried. 

 

The Kindergarten gained affiliation on 3 January 1958 with 60 children enrolled, on the 

understanding that the building would be extended to provide sufficient space for these. 

However, by 17 November 1960, more than two years later, the committee was still having 

difficulty raising money for an extension - shown in a letter written by then President Mr J Liley 

to C & K Administrator. 

 

In the letter, Mr Liley states ‘We have tried to cut down the plan to a bare minimum of room 

space, unlined, unpainted, no terrace, no new wooden floor and have a price of ₤1870, which 

with our estimated credit of ₤1150 at the commencement of 1961 school year is still beyond 

bank finance.’ He continues ‘there is another problem. Because of the pressure of numbers, we 

have introduced staggered attendance for 1961, allowing a total of 90 children to attend. This 

necessitates new locker space etc. After having given the matter a great deal of thought, the 

committee feels our cash credit could be better spent in ways other than extension of the 

building’. He lists seven. He asks ‘if C & K could consider this alternative’. (This letter is held.) 

 

In answer, the Administrator, C & K, 8 December 1960, accepted the committee’s terms for 

1961, due to the prevailing economic conditions, but demanded by the beginning of 1962 

sufficient space must be provided or numbers cut. 

 

In March 1961 Miss Scott-White asked that a survey be done of the staggered program 

introduced that year as a certain amount of discontent existed among mothers regarding the 

system. This must have been resolved as this staggered attendance has continued in two groups 

up to 1975 children and in the Kindy unit up to 2000. 

 

By April 1961 - the committee were really concerned about the extension they were committed 

to and suggested debentures be issued to raise money. However, the Trustees were not happy 
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with this suggestion but were prepared to guarantee a bank loan if such a loan could be 

obtained. 

 

Towards the middle of 1961 there were indications of an easing of lending restrictions and a 

fresh approach to the bank by the Trustees Messrs Harding and Campbell was successful. A 

loan of ₤1000 over a five year period made the building fund slightly less than ₤2000, thus the 

Committee was able to accept Mr Mills’ tender of ₤1970 approx which gave a building that met 

space requirements (refer plan below). It even allowed for the floor of the new room to be of the 

same level as the original building, and not 14 inches lower as was originally planned. All 

painting was done by the voluntary efforts of staff and parents. ‘Volunteer fathers also assisted 

in other ways, some even depreciating their mowers greatly by cutting the weeds and stones in 

the new bottom playground’ (President’s report February 1962) 

 

The work took place in term time, but the staff coped with the unavoidable disruption. 

However, the Committee’s problems were not over. October and November 1961 were anxious 

months, with builders’ payments to be met and staff holiday salaries to be met and an 

insufficient bank balance. Rescue came in the form of an unsecured loan from a parent till the 

State subsidy of ₤400 (increased to this in 1961) was received in late November. 

 

At last, the kindergarten had space for its daily enrolment of 60 children, but another fee rise 

was necessary. At a Special general Meeting held 11 December 1961, the decision to raise fees 

in 1962 by 20% ie to ₤12/10/- for five days was taken and endorsed unanimously - fees still 

being in line with other kindergartens. 

New timber floor, external terrace and ramp  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

Maintenance continued in 1962 with the painting of the old building and roof. Some new work, 

chiefly the construction of a concrete ramp on the Baty Street side of the building leading from 

the new room down to the bottom playground was carried out and a refrigerator was purchased. 
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The year 1963 saw the retirement of Miss Scott-White after 11 years as Director. During this 

time the kindergarten achieved affiliation as a two unit kindergarten (1958) and determinedly 

struggled to maintain it, as pressure of numbers on the waiting list continued and building and 

staff requirements became more stringent. 

 

Mrs Isa Maynard, a teacher at the kindergarten since 1959 was appointed Director in 1964. This 

year there was a vigorous program to improve the grounds, with a new octagonal sand pit 

installed in the bottom playground and a storeroom built under the extension to service this area. 

Fire extinguishers were now required and were installed. Various items aimed at helping the 

Committee in money raising ventures were purchased eg two dozen adult chairs, six dozen 

cups, an urn, a stove (donated) and a hot water system. A very successful barbeque raised ₤500 

giving a big lift to the Committee’s finances. 

 

Numbers kept creeping up with 96 children in total attending in 1964; that grew to 100 in 1965, 

with 64 attending daily. In 1965, for the first time three trained teachers were employed, a target 

long aimed at but the number of teacher aides remained at one with one housekeeper/aide. The 

kindergarten could now operate as three distinct, smaller groups, but two groups still had to 

share the new playroom and the same playground and bathroom. 

 

Parent meetings were regularly held and drew attendances approaching 100. 

In 1965, another successful barbeque that raised ₤600 was held and a successful card luncheon 

raised ₤120. Money raising was necessary because the kindergarten received a subsidy for two 

units only although it operated as three units, employing three teachers. As always, new 

equipment for the children was required and in 1965, ten more children’s chairs, five beds and 

one table were purchased and ₤50 a month was allowed the Director for purchase of smaller 

items. 

 

This year also, a fibreglass roof was put over the sand pit and the old McDonnell & East lift, 

which had been gifted the previous year. An internal/external storeroom was added to the old 

building (refer plan below), with shelves and racks and sink thus easing floor space in the 

playroom and vinyl flooring was laid in the old building. Also 24 more adult chairs were 

purchased - a great bonus for parent meetings and social functions. 

 

New storage areas added  [Jeremy Salmon] 
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The President’s report for 1966 said enrolments showed no signs of diminishing with children 

coming not only from the St Lucia area but also from surrounding areas attracted to the Pre-

School by its good reputation and the program it offered. 

 

As always, the building needed constant work. In 1966, work carried out included roof and 

gutter repairs, electric wiring replacements, painting of bathrooms, staffroom and office, fence 

repairs and draining, fertilising and re-grassing of the playgrounds, with working bees heavily 

involved. 

 

New items purchased included cork bulletin boards, pelmets on windows and new curtains and 

piano cover, in an attempt to give the room a more co-ordinated look, new light fittings, library 

tables and chairs and a magazine stand and new blocks (with old blocks planed and sanded.) But 

the big project was the planning of an adventure playground in the big area available in the 

bottom playground. 

 

The planning of this was actually set as an exercise for architect students at UQ but the 

inspiration and guidance came from Mr Peter Harvey. The sum of ₤400 was set aside for the 

project and working bees were heavily involved. Two tree houses were erected with scrambling 

nets access and a rope bridge connecting them, and various ladders and slides and ropes were 

included. Also large pipes were set in mounds. The project was completed in 1967. It certainly 

provided physical challenge for the four to five year olds as well as an impetus to dramatic and 

imaginary games. By today’s standards it would probably be considered too high and too 

dangerous. No accidents were recorded in the early years of its use and it certainly was well 

used. Later, due to wear and tear, various bits had to be replaced and the design was somewhat 

altered. 

 

Money raising was scaled down in 1966 and abandoned in 1967, when fees were required to 

cover all expenses - salaries, equipment, maintenance etc. This necessitates a rise of $12 a term 

to $55 for a five day child. Alternatives were considered such as mother roster instead of a paid 

housekeeper but the fee rise was accepted. Public Risk Insurance was increased this year to 

$100000 and extended to cover working bees. Usual maintenance on roof, guttering, playground 

resurfacing, trees and fences was carried out. A shortage of trained kindergarten staff meant 

teachers with other qualifications had to be employed eg teachers with Primary Certificates. 

 

Although the kindergarten now had three teachers and was operating as three units, it did not 

meet C & K requirements for three units (two groups were still sharing playroom and 

playground) and therefore received subsidy for only two units. This meant fees were higher than 

average - 78 cents per day compared with an average of 60 cents. More space was needed. A 

proposal to acquire a tram car (The City Council was disposing of them at this time) to use as a 

lunchroom was put, but deemed unsatisfactory and did not proceed. 

 

Instead, the addition of another playroom at the end of the main room, which would allow for 

the relocation of the staff room and a better Director’s office and more direct access to the toilet 

room was suggested as Stage Five in development that could progress to Plan Six. 

 

A building sub-committee with President and architect Mr Peter Harvey was busy during the 

first half of 1969 considering the ramifications of an extension. Plans then were drawn to 

provide the amenities mentioned (refer Stage Five Plan below) and quotes were obtained. The 
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Treasurer reported total available funds amounted to $4600. A quote from Mr MJ Palmer and 

Co was $4093. The financial position would allow work to go ahead. Approval was sought from 

C & K. 

 

A special meeting was called for 16 September 1969 and the position explained. Two options 

were presented: 

 

1) Go ahead with the extension and employ an extra part-time assistant and meet affiliation 

standards for three units or 

2) Revert to two units with a decrease in numbers. 

 

Option 1) was accepted and the extension went ahead and was completed for the beginning of 

the 1970 school year. Now each group had its own playroom - an extra part-time assistant was 

engaged and a second piano was purchased. Enrolments increased from 66 to 75 children daily, 

a total enrolment of 115 children. Attendance was excellent. 

 

New Playroom extension  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

Fees increased in 1970 from $55 to $60 per term because there was still no subsidy paid for the 

third unit despite many and varied approaches to the Government by the Committee and by C & 

K. Some money raising was again introduced and a complete renovation of the kitchen was 

undertaken. A levy was introduced for fathers’ non-attendance at working bees. 

 

Then, in 1971, a subsidy was finally granted for the third unit. Rate of subsidy had also doubled 

to $3500 per unit to cover higher teacher salaries. But each year there were more stringent 

building requirements and higher staff/child ratios to meet affiliation standards. Thus $1500 was 

required to be spent to install folding doors as room dividers. 
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1972 opened with plans well advanced to again extend the kindergarten premises to comply 

with requirements for three units (refer Stage Six Plan) The Government pledge in June 1972 to 

offer free State Pre-School education to all children halted these plans. 

 

A deputation to the Director-General of Education resulted in assurance that the Government 

placed very low priority on establishing a Pre-School at Ironside and nothing would be done to 

prejudice the financial status of the kindergarten without prior consultation. 

 

 

Ultimate planned extension  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

A special general meeting was called for 20 November 1972, to discuss the 

requirements of C & K to allow the Pre-School to continue as three units with subsidies for 

three units. 

 

At this meeting plans for extensions that would meet the requirements were outlined by 

Architect Mr Jack Gilmore and an estimate of the cost was $10500. It was reported that the 

Bank had agreed to provide finance of $9000 by overdraft requiring a bill of sale over the 

premises. 

 

To meet staff requirements, all three assistants needed to be employed full time. 

 

A motion that the building should proceed and staffing requirements met, was put and carried 

unanimously. C & K required that the extension be finished for the beginning of 1973 school 

year. In fact, it was completed in the first term of 1973. At last it seemed the Committee had 

achieved its goal of a standard three unit kindergarten capable of meeting the needs of the local 

families and children. 
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However, the State Government program of free Pre-Schools expanded rapidly in 1973 with 60 

pre-schools already completed and another 54 to be built, thus catering for 3000 children. 

 

In reply to Committee inquiries, Mr Ashby, Director of Pre-School Education, indicated a two 

unit Pre-School was proposed for Indooroopilly in 1974/75 and for Ironside in 1975/76. The 

Committee realised the future of St Lucia Pre-School would need to be considered in the light 

of these developments. 

 

All affiliated Kindergartens and C & K were concerned for the impact State Pre-Schools might 

have on existing kindergartens and staff competition for trained staff would undoubtedly 

increase. In view of this an Association of Employers, inaugurated in December 1972 

approached local MPs asking that the Government consider paying full salaries for Community 

Kindergartens. The Government increased its grant to match increased teachers’ salaries, but not 

to cover salaries for teacher aides. 

 

Mrs Maynard resigned in September 1973 after 15 years at the Pre-School, ten as Director. Miss 

Sue Thomas already teaching at the Pre-School was appointed as Director for the remainder of 

the year, when she indicated she would resign. Mrs Joan Claringbould was appointed Director 

for 1974. Joan, a newcomer to the area, quickly made friendly contact with the local schools and 

other kindergartens and with the City Council member, June O’Connell and the State member 

Denver Beanland. These members remained very interested and helpful friends to the Pre-

School. The bus roster, a very time consuming chore for staff but essential when the Pre-School 

opened in 1948 was discontinued in 1974. The need for it dissipated as cars proliferated. 

 

By mid 1974, the Committee became aware that a site for a two unit State pre-School was being 

sought in the St Lucia area. As a result of this, a meeting was arranged with Mr Ashby on 26 

June 1974, where it was learned that a total of 600 pre-school places would be provided in the 

region St Lucia, Taringa, Indooroopilly, Kenmore, Kenmore South and Moggill - and definitely 

that a State Pre-School would be established in St Lucia by the end of 1976. 

 

This was disturbing news. If this happened it became apparent that there would not be sufficient 

children to maintain full enrolment at St Lucia Pre-School. The only solution seemed to be to 

hand over the centre to the State. 

 

A special public meeting was called for 6 August 1974 to discuss the situation. As a basis for 

discussion the President Dr Rogers suggested the following motion be put: ‘that the Committee 

and Trustees commence negotiations with State authorities in order that St Lucia Pre-School 

may be handed over to the State’. Moved W Adams, seconded by Mr D Marsh.  

 

It was pointed out that: 

 

1) the welfare of three year olds would not be catered for by a State Pre-School. 

2) the eight guarantors would be personally responsible for the bank loan of $15,000 - if the 

Pre-School should have financial difficulties which was a possibility if there were 

insufficient children to maintain full enrolment. There would be fee rises, more stringent 

building requirements (eg even to qualify for registration in 1975, the Committee must 

finish fencing the grounds, modify most doors and windows, lay a one inch main, install a 

fire hose and install a wash basin in the kitchen) and a greater competition for teachers. 
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Other concerns/alternatives raised were: 

 

1) the half day program offered by the State Pre-School 

2) the possibility of continuing as a two unit Pre-School 

3) uncertainty about future financial help from the State eg subsidies 

4) possibility of incorporating a child care centre as a means of keeping the preschool going. 

 

After discussion, the motion as above, was passed. 

 

At a second meeting with Mr Ashby in September 1974 he was informed of the Association’s 

decision to negotiate. He then proposed a scheme of shared occupancy and suggested the 

Association offer their buildings to the State in return for the debt being paid off and free 

occupancy being provided in one unit to cater for three year olds upgraded to State Pre-School 

standard and properly maintained. 

 

Several further meetings took place where draft proposals and amended draft proposals were 

presented until finally a draft copy of the proposal was approved by the Committee in May and 

copies circulated to the Trustees, C & K Association and the Education Department for their 

information. This proposal was presented to a General Meeting on 18 June 1975 and after some 

amendments were passed, it was adopted by the Association. It was then forwarded to the 

Education Department for submission to State Cabinet. It was at this general meeting of the 18 

June 1975 that the Treasurer advised the current bank balance was $13893. Discussion followed 

regarding the use of this money but a decision was left to await the outcome of Government 

negotiations. 

 

The amendments passed were: 

 

1) that these facilities ie the upgraded Kindergarten unit, properly maintained, be available to 

the Association at a nominal rental of $1 per annum for an initial period of two years, with 

an option to be exercised by the St Lucia Pre-School to continue this arrangement for a 

period of up to ten years. Upon expiration of the said term of ten years the agreement shall 

continue subject to termination by either party in writing. 

2) that a meeting of parents of prospective three year olds be called to determine the program 

to be adopted. 

 

A further meeting with Mr Ashby was held in July 1975. Preliminary plans of the 

redevelopment of the centre were displayed and a timetable for the takeover set. According to 

this timetable, the State would take responsibility for two units from 25 August 1975, but no 

actual program changes would occur until first term 1976.  

 

State Cabinet accepted the Associations proposal in August 1975 and from then on the 

Association was left responsible for just one unit catering for three to four year olds. This unit 

consisted of the oldest section of playroom and toilets the 1965 storeroom and 1973 office, 

kitchen and staffroom and the front playground and Ironside Street entrance. 

 

The Committee appointed Miss Green, already teaching the three to four year olds as the first 

Director of this unit. The other two units became St Lucia State Pre-School under the 

directorship of Mrs Joan Claringbould. The two units were extensively remodelled with new 

office and main entrance built facing Baty Street. However the matter was not finalised until 18 
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July 1977 with the signing of the agreement by two Trustees of the Association, Mr FW Lippiatt 

and Mr CW Harding and the Honourable Val James Bird, the Minister for Education and 

Cultural Activities for and on behalf of the Crown and the Government of Queensland in the 

presence of a JP. 

 

1975 configuration  [Jeremy Salmon] 

 

The meeting of parents of three year olds was duly held in September 1975 and resulted in a 

decision to run a full day program of two or three day attendance per week. However, there was 

considerable objection to this as it did not fit with the hours of the State PreSchool. A general 

meeting of the Association was called in October to reconsider but the outcome was the same. 

 

Renovation of the building as promised by the Education Department began early in 1976, and 

this meant the kindergarten operated in temporary premises in St Thomas Aquinas’ Hall, 8th 

Avenue for the first term. Even when the children moved back, in second term, there was much 

cleaning up and reorganising to be done. For six weeks, a half day program was run because of 

excavation of the playground.  

 

Miss Green resigned at the end of 1975 and Miss Kathy Roessler was appointed Director for 

1976. It took time to settle into the new building and the new organisational structure, but Miss 

Roessler felt this was achieved by the end of the year. Forty children had been enrolled with 

staggered attendance of two or three days. Fees were set at $60 and $90 per year. This relatively 

low fee was possible because occupancy, cleaning and maintenance of the building and grounds 



St Lucia History Group 

ad/history/st lucia pre school/IM  Page 20 of 43 

were now free. Requests for maintenance etc were directed through the Principal of Ironside 

State School. Also during 1976, the Committee altered Article 3 of the Constitution so that the 

Association reverted to ‘any parent or guardian of children attending the Kindergarten or other 

facility of the Association’. 

 

1977 was described in the President’s report as a very settled year. In second term a toddler 

group was formed. This was a group of 12 two to three year olds with mothers present, meeting 

for two hours once a week at the Pre-School with a trained teacher present. By 1978 this had 

grown to two Toddlers groups meeting on separate days. Fees started at $1 per week rising to 

$1.50 in 1978. 

 

A barbeque was held in 1978 and continued as an annual social and money raising event. 

Working bees continued to be organised to do such jobs as laying turf; planting trees and 

mending equipment. Many Annual Reports expressed appreciation of the Kindergartens happy 

situation of a rent-free fully maintained building which of course eliminated the financial 

burden of earlier years. 

 

In 1980 the Committee undertook extensive landscaping to maximise the use of the limited 

outdoor area. For this they drew on funds acquired when the State Government took over the 

building in 1975 and which had been held in an interest bearing deposit since then. It was not 

the practice to use this money for normal operating costs but this landscaping was deemed of 

permanent value and therefore appropriate. 

 

Miss Kathy Roessler resigned at the end of 1980 after five years as Director and Miss Meredith 

Morphett was appointed for 1981. 

 

1981 saw some financial strain early in the year due to reduction in normal Government funding 

but magnificent support of all fund raising ventures saw finances improve. The Annual 

barbeque was held. Pre-Kindy after school groups run by Mrs Anne Hancock  continued and 

were proving so popular that in the future preference was to be given to those children intending 

to proceed to St Lucia Kindergarten. 

 

The Kindergarten continued in this happy way through 1982. Miss Morphet married but 

remained as Mrs Bell. The Committee attended to the purchase or maintenance of equipment 

both indoor and out and ran working bees to continue paving part of the playground. The 

Annual barbeque picnic was held and Toddler Group continued. 

 

1983 saw the preparation of a new Constitution required by the State Justice Department if the 

Kindergarten was to continue receiving the 80% State Government subsidy for Directors and 

aides salaries. At the same time the name of the Association was changed from St Lucia Pre-

School Association to St Lucia Kindergarten Association in order to overcome confusion 

between this association and the State- run Pre-School next door.  

 

Two new Trustees were appointed. Mr John Story whose children have attended the 

Kindergarten and who has had many years association with the Kindergarten including a year as 

President and Mr Chris Harding a leading businessman who was one of the original pupils and 

whose father was instrumental in establishing the Kindergarten in 1948, was President till 1951, 

and for many years was one of the Trustees.  
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Working bees continued to be held to keep the grounds and equipment in order and the State 

Works Department installed much needed internal doors and fixed the leaking roof. 

 

Director Mrs Meredith Bell resigned at the end of 1983 and Miss Jenny Finn, was appointed 

Director for 1984. Under her guidance the Kindergarten continued to flourish with full 

enrolments in both the Kindergarten and the Pre-Kindy group. A puzzle lending library was 

introduced and a volunteer parent roster started. Also this year saw the enrolment of several 

children from Japan and Sri Lanka with little or no English. Also a non-refundable enrolment 

fee of $20 was introduced to bring some order to the waiting list. 

 

1985 saw the introduction of a vision screening program by Dr Roebuck along with the already 

operating medical and dental checks. 

 

1986 and 1987 continued in the usual happy fashion with well-planned and challenging 

programs for the children. The Committee and parents maintained and provided a great variety 

of equipment including a photocopier. In 1986 the State Works Department did a deal of work 

in the playground laying paving etc and also painted the inside and outside of the building and 

all fixed structures in the playground. In 1987 Miss Jenny Finn married and stayed on as Mrs 

Jenny Land. 

 

In 1988 St Lucia Kindergarten Association became an Incorporated body. In the process of 

Incorporation it was discovered that the lease of the Kindergarten had expired during 1987 and 

the option for renewal had not been taken up. However, in a letter dated 17 January 1989, Brian 

Littleproud MLA Minister for Education stated that he was happy to extend the existing 

arrangements for a further ten years from 1 January 1989. The Association formally accepted 

this offer in a letter to the Minister dated 14 March 1989.  

 

Fees needed to rise in 1989 to keep pace with rising costs of materials and to have funds in hand 

for long service leave for staff 

 

In 1990 the Rules of the Association were amended. As they stood membership of the 

Management Committee ceased when a child’s enrolment at Kindergarten ceased. 

 

The extension of pre-school hours continued to be an issue for most parents during 1990. A 

proposal was submitted via Mr Beanland requesting Ironside State Pre-School alter its hours 

from five half days to two and a half days per week. The matter remained unresolved until a 

meeting of interested parents was called early in 1991. This meeting was attended by Mr Wayne 

McNaught of Ironside State School and a representative of the Education Department. The 

discussion of the meeting was to recommend to the Education Department a two and a half day 

Pre-School program applicable only to 1991 and this was duly instituted. Another meeting late 

in 1991 was chaired by Mr McNaught to determine the desire of parents for 1992. The two and 

a half day program was overwhelmingly supported and is still in operation. 

 

Also in 1991 C & K required a child proof gate at the entrance to the Kindergarten and the 

height of the playhouse to be lowered. The roof again needed attention. All matters were 

referred to QBuild. 

 

The Child Care Act 1991 (and related regulations) enacted by the State Government in 1991 

provided guidelines for the minimum standards for child care centres including Kindergartens 
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The Regulations required all centres to comply within a two year period from June 1992. To 

comply, the Kindergarten was required to raise the height of the fence, provide a soft fall area 

around the climbing equipment, install a hand basin in the kitchen, install electrical current 

breakers and install a waterproof cover over the sandpit. The fence was replaced during the 

school holidays and plans put in place regarding the other requirements. 

 

There was some initial confusion as to who the licensee was ie who was to bear responsibility 

for compliance with the Act. It was found the licensee was the St Lucia Kindergarten Inc. 

Insurance was looked into to see policies covered this new arrangement. This licence was 

renewable every two years. 

 

A Handbook on Child Care Licensing was tabled at the August 1991 meeting and C & K in a 

letter pointed out the important ramifications for parents and staff of all kindergartens eg parents 

must be formally notified about excursions and must give written consent. Excursions in 1992 

included a walk to the local park, a walk to the local greengrocer and a bus trip to the dentist in 

Toowong. Also teachers were required to have current First Aid Certificates (staff undertook 

this course) and the issue of precautions against the spread of Hepatitis B were raised. 

 

Jenny Land took twelve months maternity leave in 1992 and Mrs Hancock was employed as 

teacher for that period. 

 

Otherwise the Kindergarten proceeded with its happy challenging program. Students from 

several tertiary institutions came for practical experience or observation eg Physiotherapy, Early 

Childhood and Social Studies students or work experience students from High Schools 

 

On her return to work in 1993 Jenny Land requested a change from full time employment to 

three days a week. Jenny and Marjorie Voss worked together with the three day group and Anne 

and Mrs Thomas the two day group. Jenny and Anne became Co-Directors. 

 

It was another happy successful year with well-attended parent social functions and working 

bees. 

 

1994 saw the completion of the requirements for the Child Care Licenses for Kindergarten and 

Pre-Kindy Groups just prior to the mid June registration cut-off point. The requirement for toilet 

facilities with external access and supervision could not be provided, however, the Child Care 

Licensing authority gave a ten year moratorium on this item. 

 

Part-time housekeepers (one two day, one three day) were appointed in 1994 to do chores 

previously done by assistants so the assistants could spend more time with the children. The 

fortunate financial position allowed funds for this. 

 

A new photocopier and new refrigerator were installed and QBuild replaced the asbestos roof 

with tin during the school holidays. At last a new roof ! 

 

September 1995 saw Jenny Land take maternity leave again for five months and Anne Hancock 

become sole Director for that period. The happy relationship between Committee, parents and 

staff continued. Home visits were continued, parents volunteered help with excursions, working 

bees were well attended. Denver Beanland and Judy Magub’s interest and support continued. 
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1996 saw the renewal of the Biannual Child Care Licences. Although the financial position 

remained sound there was a slight erosion of the asset base due to unforseen items. Salary costs 

increased and were back dated and sick leave and Workers’ Compensation costs exceeded 

provisions and fund raising was less than expected. Therefore fees for 1997 were raised and the 

Working Bee levy raised from $50 to $100 and provision made for the late payment of fees. 

 

1997 was a more prosperous year. Working bees were well attended and fund raising was kept 

to a minimum. Plans for the provision of a toilet with outdoor access and supervision needed for 

licensing before 2002 were drawn up in 1998 and construction was done in 1999 with funding 

from the Gaming Machine Community Benefit Fund. This funding was achieved through the 

work of previous committees enabling the 1999 committee to go ahead with the plans. This 

Licence from C & K is due for renewal in 2002. 

 

Because the existing arrangements whereby the Kindergarten occupied the building was to 

terminate on 1 January 1999, the committee of 1998 was concerned to have the arrangements 

extended. This was achieved by way of a Letter of Agreement between Ironside State School 

and St Lucia Kindergarten for the period 1 January 1999 to 31 December 2001. The substance 

of the agreement was that Ironside State School would administer the operation of the Centre in 

accordance with the relevant Education Queensland requirements and a co-ordinator from St 

Lucia Kindergarten would administer the operations in accordance with C & K requirements.  

 

A Management Committee was set up with representation from the Committee and staff of the 

Centre and chaired by the Principal of Ironside State School. The 1999 Committee tried to 

negotiate a longer term agreement extending the 31 December 2004. After much consultation 

this was agreed to in principle but a last minute response from the Ironside School Management 

Committee resulted in a year by year arrangement. It seems uncertainties regarding the 

introduction of an extra year of schooling is a factor. The President pointed out the difficulty for 

the Kindergarten in committing further funding for maintenance and improvements under such 

a short term arrangement. It would seem the current lease expires on 31 December 2001. 

 

So the year 2000 ended with St Lucia Kindergarten a happy thriving community, (albeit with a 

cloud of uncertainty hovering overhead) fulfilling an important role in the wider community. It 

holds a licence to operate a Child Care Centre from the Department of Families supervised by 

the Creche and Kindergarten Association, renewable every two years. It is an incorporated body 

under Associations Incorporation Act 1981 and it holds a certificate of sanction which sanctions 

the community purposes of the Kindergarten and allows it to appeal for support from eg the 

Gaming Machine Community Benefit Fund. It also has as exemption from Stamp Duty.  

 

In its playground are two perhaps four Trees of Significance. The first is the purple bauhinia 

planted during a working bee, after a great combined effort of hole digging, by Mr Alan Lavis 

in 1960. It has flowered profusely ever since. The second is the tipuana planted by Mr Peter 

Harvey in 1968. It was one of the first of these trees introduced to Brisbane from South Africa 

recommended as a the fastest growing shade tree available. It has grown into quite a wondrous 

specimen. The third and fourth are original iron barks used for supporting swings for fifty years. 
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Kindergarten in 2001 [Source………] 

 

During the 52 years of its operation from 1948 to 2000 many obvious changes have occurred. It 

started life in a rented hall belonging to the St Lucia Presbyterian Church, with little equipment, 

very few facilities and no fence. 

 

Its committee battled with the horrendous task of raising money to erect its own building and 

provided space, equipment and staff, so it could cater for the increasing numbers of children 

clambering to gain admittance. It strove to reach the standard required to gain affiliation but this 

seemed always just out of reach. Even when affiliation was granted in 1958 it was with the 

proviso that further work be done. So the struggle went on. It seemed the goal was finally 

reached in 1973 with the latest extension completed. Then the scene changed with the 

introduction of free Pre-Schools by the Education Department. A realistic committee arranged 

that two units be given to the State and one unit be retained as a community Kindergarten. 

 

Today this unit is a model Kindergarten with ideal facilities and equipment catering for 20-22 

three to four year olds daily and groups of 12 toddlers twice a week. The pressure of numbers 

has gone with the introduction of State Pre-Schools and the changed social and demographic 

statistics of the area. Families are smaller, more mothers are working than ever before, Long 

Day Care and Outside School Hours Care are often the services required, there are more one 

parent families and more families of differing ethnic origins, technology has introduced more 

machines and gadgets into children’s lives and maybe a hectic pace into the lives of parents. 

 

Knowledge of child development has expanded and teacher training demands higher academic 

standards. Each teacher also enhances her work with the children with her own interests and 

special areas of expertise. 
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However, I doubt the basic needs of children have changed. They still need, perhaps more than 

ever, a sense of security and of self worth. They still need other children to play with, a 

challenging environment with time to experiment and explore and question and they still need 

to have fun. 

 

It is good to know St Lucia Kindergarten is still a place for children, parents and Committee to 

enjoy together. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

25 February 1948 A Public Meeting to be held in Presbyterian Church Hall, Swann 

Road, St Lucia was called by Mr CW Harding for the purpose of 

setting up a Kindergarten in the St Lucia area. A motion that a 

Kindergarten be established was carried unanimously 

  

31 March 1948 The St Lucia presbyterian Pre-School Centre, to operate in the 

Presbyterian Hall, Swann Road St Lucia, was opened by Lord Mayor 

Alderman J.B.Chandler at 8 pm 

  

5 April 1948 The St Lucia Presbyterian Pre-School Centre began operations with 

41 children enrolled 

  

13 April 1948 A meeting decided to ask the Brisbane City Council to extend the 

school bus route to the corner of Coronation Drive3 and Highland 

Terrace so Pre-School children could be dropped off and picked up 

  

24 May 1950 At a special meeting President CW Harding announced that the 

Government had granted a permit for occupancy, for five years with a 

further five years if required, of land on the corner of Ironside and 

Baty Streets  

  

January 1951 The new Pre-School building at the corner of Ironside and Baty 

Streets opened to receive 60 children 

  

28 May 1951 The St Lucia Pre-School was officially opened by Mr Power MLA at 

3 pm at a celebratory fete 

  

22 February 1952 Affiliation with C & K sought but refused because of insufficient 

space for the 60 children enrolled 

  

9 February 1955 Mr CW Harding advised the Education Department had granted an 

extension to the permit of occupancy of five years 

  

September 1956 An extra playroom and toilet block were added but still insufficient 

space to qualify for affiliation 

  

31 August 1958 Affiliation granted on the proviso that more space was provided and 

staff numbers increased. This proved difficult. Money was short. C & 

K demanded it be done by January 1962 

  

January 1961 Staggered program introduced and this brought other expenses. 90 

children now enrolled with 60 attending daily 

  

Nov 1961 New playroom completed as required.- now a two unit pre-school 

with subsidy of 400 pounds 

  

                                                      
3
 Now Hawken Drive 
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January 1965 Three trained teachers employed. Enrolment 100 children, 64 daily 

but subsidy was for two units only 

  

1969 Adventure playground built. Third playroom added with relocation of 

staff room and enlarged Director’s office. Subsidy for third unit 

requested 

  

1971 Attained affiliation as a Three unit Pre-School with subsidy for three 

units. Now three teachers and three aides. 120 children total enrolment 

75 daily, but still further requirements re staff 

  

First Term 1973 Stage Three extension completed. 124 children enrolled, 77 daily. 

Three teachers, three full time aids and a housekeeper 

  

1974 Negotiations began with State for takeover 

  

September 1975 The building handed over to the State Education Department, two 

units to be administered by it and one unit for three year aids 

administered by the Committee. Permission to occupy granted for two 

years with option of ten years extension 

  

AGM 1976 Name change for Community Kindergarten form St Lucia Pre-School 

to St Lucia Kindergarten 

  

Second Term 1977 Toddler Group started. Finalisation of take-over. Contract signed 18 

July 1977 

  

1978 Second Toddler Group started 

  

1883 New Constitution adopted as required by the State Justice Department 

  

1984 Increase in numbers of children with little no English 

  

1988 Incorporation. Found lease extension not taken up in 1987 

  

17 January 1989 Brian Littleproud MLA Minister for Education extended existing 

arrangements for occupation of the building and grounds for a further 

ten years from 1 January 1989 

  

1990 Amendments to the Rules of the Association. 

  

1991 The Child Care Act of 1991 which required all Centres to comply 

within a two year period from June 1992 to obtain Child Care Licence 

  

May 1994 The completion of the requirements for the Child Care Licences for 

the Kindergarten and the Pre- Kindergarten Group. Licences renewal 

every two years. Also QBuild replaced the asbestos roof with tin 

  

1998 Right To Occupy Agreement from 1 Jan 1999 to 31 Dec 2001 
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1999 Toilet facility with external access built. Attempts to extend Terms of 

Agreement for Occupancy of Building for five years unsuccessful. 

Terms of Agreement expires 31 December 2001 
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FIRST COMMITTEE 

 

 

Mr CW Harding Fewings Street  Toowong Chairman 

 

Mrs LW Hastie  Swann Road    St Lucia Treasurer 

 

Mr Ken Campbell Eighth Avenue  St Lucia 

 

Mr Chater  Coronation Drive St Lucia 

 

Mr Bruce Dureau c/~ Brown and Dureau 

 

Mr Freemantle  Highland Terrace St Lucia 

 

Mr Greenaulgh  Ryans Road  St Lucia 

 

Mrs JP McPhee  Carmody Road  St Lucia 

 

Mrs C O’Donnell Coronation Drive St Lucia 

 

Mrs J Robertson Indooroopilly Road Taringa 
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LIST OF PRESIDENTS  

 
1948 to 1951 Mr CW Harding 
 
1952  Mr KC Campbell 
 
1953  Mr Brian Clouston 
 
1954  Mr Hornibrook 
 
1955  Mr Dick 
 
1956  Mr D Hoare 
 
1955  Mr Dick 
 
1956  Mr D Hoare 
 
1957  Mr McNicol 
 
1958  Mr Angus 
 
1959 & 1960 Mr J Liley 
 
1961  Mr George Love 
 
1962  Dr Halliday 
 
1963  Mr Bert Sydes 
 
1964 & 1965 Mr John Gilmore 
 
1966  Mr Norman Sheridan 
 
1967  Dr Patricia Mather 
 
1968 & 1969 Mr Peter Harvey 
 
1970  Dr DS Teakle 
 
1971 & 1972 Dr GC Walker 
 
1973  Dr John Wilson 
 
1974  Dr R Rogers 
 
1975  Mr W Adams 
 
1976  Mr GE Lawson 

 
1977  Mrs Kathryn Ray 
 
1978  Mr Haites 
 
1979  Mr Levy 
 
1980  Mr John Story 
 
1981  Dr Tony Roebuck 
 
1982  Mr W Smith 
 
1983  Mr Fergus Johnston 
 
1984  Mr S Williams 
 
1985  Mr JWL Armstrong 
 
1986  Mr R Dowling 
 
1987  Mr Stephen Cairns 
 
1988  Mr Chris Male 
 
1989  Dr Paul Bates 
 
1990 & 1992 Mr Guy Waterman 
 
1991  Mr John Ballantyne 
 
1993  Mrs Elizabeth Wade 
 
1994  Mr Andrew Newman 
 
1995  Mr Paul Sparshot 
 
1996  Mr Bryan Harris 
 
1997  Mr Michael Musil 
 
1998  Mr Peter Burr 
 
1999  Mr Jeremy Salmon 
 
2000  Mr Michael Scot
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TRUSTEES 

 

 

17th November 1949 -

1953 

 

Mr CW Harding and Mr WS Custance. Mr Custance died in 

September 1953 and was  replaced by Mr Ken Campbell 

 

1953 -1969 Mr CW Harding and Mr K Campbell Mr K Campbell resigned 

April 1969 replaced by Mr F Lippiatt 

 

1969 -1982 Mr CW Harding and Mr F Lippiatt Mr CW Harding died 1982 

 

1982 Mr F Lippiatt 

 

1983 - 2000 Mr F Lippiatt, Mr Chris Harding and Mr JD Story 
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DIRECTORS  

 

1948   Miss Patricia Adair 

 

1949 to 1951  Miss Pam Kerrin 

 

1952   Mrs EMD Gunton 

 

1953 to 1963  Miss Nann Scott-White 

 

1964 to Sept 1973 Mrs Isa Maynard 

 

1973 (Sept to Dec) Miss Sue Thomas 

 

1974 & 1975 (part) Mrs Joan Claringbould 

 

1975 (part)  Miss Green 

 

1976 to 1980  Miss Kathy Roessler 

 

1981   Miss Meredith Morphet 

 

1982 & 1983  Mrs Meredith Bell (nee Morphet) 

 

1984 to 1988  Miss Jenny Finn 

 

1989 to 1991  Mrs Jenny Land (nee Finn) 

 

1992   Ms Anne Hancock 

 

1993   Mrs Jenny Land/Ms Anne Hancock (Co-Directors) 

 

1994   Mrs Jenny Land 

 

1995   Ms Anne Hancock 

 

1996 to 2000  Mrs Jenny Land/Ms Anne Hancock (Co-Directors) 
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FIRST PUPILS OF ST LUCIA PRESBYTERIAN PRE-SCHOOL 
4
 

 

Boys 

 

Hume Campbell Eighth Avenue    St Lucia 

 

Thomas Drinan  Carmody Road   St Lucia 

 

Sydney Hughes  Highland Terrace  St Lucia 

 

Lincoln McPhee Carmody Road   St Lucia 

 

Peter Johnson  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Bradley Smith  Sandford Street   South Toowong 

 

Derek Allen  Eighth Avenue   St Lucia 

 

Christopher Dureau Victoria Street   Indooroopilly 

 

Scott Gregory  McCaul Street   Taringa 

 

Graham Reverleigh Ninth Avenue   St Lucia 

 

David Carter  Coronation Drive  St Lucia 

 

Ian Ross  Swann Road   Taringa 

 

Noel Dickenson  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Bruce Goodsir  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Chris Bartlett  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Richard Moore  Central Avenue  St Lucia 

 

Scott Silcock  McCaul Street   St Lucia 

 

Girls 

 

Kerry Thompson Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Christine Henzel Highland Terrace  St Lucia 

 

Anna Fremantle  Highland Terrace  St Lucia 

 

Bronwyn Hastie  Swann Road   St Lucia 

                                                      
4 Note – whilst following up with acquaintances on this list Margaret Shackleton has discovered that it may not be 

100% accurate, perhaps not everyone who enrolled actually attended in the first year 
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Robyn Carter  Eighth Avenue   St Lucia 

 

Susan Carter  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Prudence Thompson Ryans Road   St Lucia 

 

Pamela Finlayson Seven Oaks Road  Taringa 

 

Dawn Dellawav  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Christine Tilley 

 

Roslyn O’Sullivan 

 

Janette Kilgour  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Jennifer Ward  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Pamela Wright  Swann Road   St Lucia 

 

Glenys Whitney  Coronation Drive  St Lucia 

 

Vicki Wills  Coronation Drive  St Lucia 

 

Heather McIntosh Carmody Road   St Lucia 

 

Christine Bailey  Brisbane Street   St Lucia 

 

Jill Lynch  Mitre Street   St Lucia 

 

Joy Atkins  Harts Road   Long Pocket Indooroopilly 

 

Ann Robertson  Lambert Road   Indooroopilly 

 

Margaret McCarthy Coronation Drive  St Lucia 
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MR CW HARDING 

 

Mr CW Harding moved to Brisbane and settled in the St Lucia area around 1947. He had two 

young sons of kindergarten age and set about finding a kindergarten for them. Finding none and 

knowing several other families with young children he called the first public meeting in 1948 to 

consider establishing one. He became the first President of the Kindergarten Committee and 

remained so for four years. He became one of the first Trustees in 1949 and retained this 

position until his death in 1982. 

 

His old friend and crony, Mr Tony Grano, spoke of his drive, enthusiasm and initiative and 

business acumen and his sense of community responsibility, none of which he spared in his 

support of the Kindergarten. He became well known in political, banking and business circles, 

using his contacts to benefit the Kindergarten in many ways. 

 

Mr Grano also spoke of him as someone who always had a yarn to tell, was talkative and 

entertaining. 

 

The Pre-School/Kindergarten community owes him much and perhaps he should be 

remembered as the Association’s Founding Father. 
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MR W CUSTANCE 

 

Mr William Custance was elected Treasurer of the St Lucia Pre-School Committee at the AGM 

in February 1950, a position he retained through 1951 and 1952. He was Treasurer in the crucial 

period of debentures and money-raising necessary to get the Pre-School building erected in 

1950-51. 

 

He contributed generously in many ways, and was held in such high esteem by fellow 

committee members that on his death in 1953 it was decided a framed photograph should be 

hung in the Pre-School. 

 

He was also, along with Mr CW Harding, an original trustee of the Association. 

 

His daughter, Helen Fielding (nee Custance) attended the Pre-School when it operated in the 

Presbyterian Church Hall in Swann Road. Helen writes, ‘I remember how barren the grounds 

were, hard soil and lots of small rocks which we repeatedly stumbled over. There wasn’t a lot of 

area to play in because the land was very steep. The Jungle Gym was in the front and I can’t 

recall anything else we played with’. 

 

Helen has kindly provided this photograph of her father. 

 

 



St Lucia History Group 

ad/history/st lucia pre school/IM  Page 38 of 43 

MISS NAN SCOTT-WHITE - DIRECTOR 1953-1963 

 

Miss Scott-White graduated from the Brisbane Kindergarten Teachers’ College in 1933. She 

taught in Brisbane, Adelaide and New Zealand before returning to Brisbane in 1951 to be with 

her elderly but very sprightly mother. 

 

In 1952 she was appointed by C & K to assist Miss Rosamonde Coombes with student 

supervising and to do some lecturing at College, where her very close friend Miss Jean 

McMillan was acting Principal. She resigned that position to come to St Lucia in 1953. 

 

She brought to this position more teaching experience as well as more understanding of the 

battles Kindergarten Committees faced in providing buildings and equipment and in paying 

staff than previous younger teachers and perhaps was more tolerant of the less than ideal 

conditions which she worked tirelessly to improve. 

 

She made the most of the very basic building and equipment. She seems to have enjoyed 

painting and several times rejuvenated the kitchen and bathroom with a fresh coat of paint. At 

that stage the shelving that housed books, puzzles, cutting and pasting and drawing equipment 

etc was a series of fruit cases arranged in various modules. These also were painted by Miss 

Scott-White with various colour changes.  

 

She enlisted her mothers’ help with sewing and together they made curtains for kitchen 

windows and cupboards and sheets and covers and dolls clothes for Dolly Corner. Once, it is 

recorded she bought several bags, joined them together and bound them to make an attractive 

rug for story and music times. The garden also received her attention with digging, planting and 

hosing done after school hours, and the playroom was always enlivened with a variety of indoor 

plants.  

 

When the time seemed right she pressed for affiliation and this was granted with provisos in 

1958. C & K’s confidence in Miss Scott-White and her Committee may have been a factor here. 

There was still major work to be done and this was only completed in time for the opening of 

the school year in 1962. 

 

Miss Scott-White resigned in December 1963 and moved to direct the Branch Centre at Rosalie, 

leaving behind lasting memories of a lady with strict principles, a forthright manner and a quiet 

sense of humour with staff, parents, Committee and children. 
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LETTER OF SUPPORT 

 

(Text from Copy) 

 

 

 

55 Highland Terrace, St Lucia. 4067. 

 

13 th August, 1999. 

 

 

Dear Mrs Maynard, 

 

Thank you for your interest in the history of St Lucia Kindergarten. The Kindergarten 

Committee would be pleased for you to research and write the history of the Kindergarten. Mrs 

Marjorie Voss has expressed an interest in helping you to research the Kindergarten’s archives 

(otherwise known as the boxes under the Kindy). 

 

I understand that Jeremy Salmon spoke to you about possibly attending the Kindergarten’s 

Social Function on Saturday 21 August. If you are able to attend perhaps you could say a few 

words about your ideas on the project to the parents at the function. 

 

If I can be of any assistance to you please do not hesitate to contact me either through the Kindy 

or at home on ph 3871 3253. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Sally Downes 

Secretary, St Lucia Kindergarten 
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LETTER OF SYMPATHY 
5
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
5
 It is believed ‘Katemba’ should read ‘Capemba’, the house built by Government Meteorologist Clement Wragge in 

the late 1880s/early 1890s. Thomas James Rothwell purchased the property from Wragge around 1904. William 

appears to have purchased Capemba and part of the original landholding in 1948 – Andrew Darbyshire, [Title 

information courtesy Land Surveying Museum] 
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REMINISCENCES 

 

My time at the St Lucia Kindergarten – almost 60 years ago  

 

I have lived in London for over 30 years. Taking advantage of the nowadays much cheaper 

international phone call rates, my sister, Christine, rang me recently from Brisbane and said she 

had been asked about her time at St Lucia Kindergarten. And she asked me what I could relate 

from my time there.  

 

It’s a very long time ago. My first thought was that I went to Ironsides State School in 1952 and 

had a year at Kindey and Christine was there the year earlier. From looking at some snaps of the 

time it seems Christine went there in April 1948 when she was just over 3 years old so I am not 

sure exactly when I went there or for how long. It seems Christine (photo) belonged to the very 

first cohort going to our Kindey.  

 

Nonetheless, I have some very clear, happy memories of 

being there. I recall a group of us, including Christine and 

myself with leather satchels on our backs, going on our 

own to Kindey. That is certainly not something that 

would happen in London today, where most small 

children are taken by car or on foot by a parent or an au 

pair. 

  

When we got there, my main memories are of playing 

outside for hours and hours in sunny weather, playing on 

the Jungle Jim particularly, and also the large sandpit. I 

remember the Kindey and all around it being dotted with 

gum trees. All the staff were women; they seemed very 

old to me. Thinking back I think they all were in their 

twenties.  

 

We had our lunch inside and then had to have a rest on 

canvas-and-wooden cots. If you were naughty, you had to 

rest for longer. At the time, it seemed a terrible punishment! After the rest, I recall lots of 

singing and being read a great many stories. 

  

I had a particular friend, Michael. I had known him since we were babies and our families knew 

one another well. All us Kindey children eventually moved over the road to The Big School we 

had looked up to from Kindergarten for a long time. My recall is that all the children from my 

time at Kindey went into the same class. Although we were joined by many more (it was 1952), 

we stayed together as we moved up the grades at Ironsides. 

  

When I visit Brisbane, alone or with my own family, I always visit the important places for me 

from my Brisbane childhood and that always includes seeing St Lucia Kindergarten. I must say, 

it looks fundamentally the same and always evokes good memories for me.  

 

Ian Tilley London  November 2009 

 

� 
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The Mexican teacher-aide was called Evie Zorilla and yes I loved her. My first memory of her is 

that when she held the tissue to blow my nose she held it very hard and it hurt a bit. But of 

course my abiding memory of kindy was nap time, with my pink-rose-printed stretcher bed 

thingy (my kindy bag was a pale green plastic case that later housed matchbox cars). I could 

never go to sleep (that I recall) and one day tried very hard. Your sense of time is so different 

when you're little. I remember Evie and I having the following conversation while all around us 

slept. 

 

KK: I've been quiet a long time now. 

E:  Yes. Good girl, shhhh. 

KK:  [after what seemed like an eternity] I've been VERY QUIET, haven't I. 

E:  Shhh, yes, let the others get some sleep. 

KK:  I MEAN I'VE BEEN REALLY REALLY QUIET NOW FOR A VERY LONG TIME. 

 CAN I GET UP NOW PLEASE? 

 

I'm sure I remember David Martin absolutely comatose nearby. 

 

Other random memories include the tanks for water play which would sometimes have dye in 

that turned our hands blue or red; walking the planks; a green apple for morning tea that I 

thought had a worm in it but actually it was just a piece of strangely shaped skin, which 

embarrassingly I didn't work out until I'd made a big fuss and shown everyone; the twin girls 

who lived in Marsden Ave; a boy called Ben who was naughty and called everyone 'Poo-poo'; 

Jane Benson and I talking in the bathroom next to the tiny loos with no doors; nice wood-

coloured wooden blocks; the feel of finger paint; working out how to sit cross-legged for 

singing. I'm sure more will come back to me. Being bitten above the elbow by big white Jemima 

Puddleduck on her visit, for example. Taking the guinea pigs home for the weekend.  

 

Katherine Kemp [Kindergarten 1976, Preschool 1977] 

 

� 
 

I remember............ 

 

Pink tea parties with invisible strawberry tea. 

 

Dolls that could transform into nurses, doctors, patients, mothers, fathers and heroes. I was a 

home corner girl. My neighbour next door was a climbing boy. The fort and the fireman’s pole 

was his domain. He would occasionally come and play with me in home corner, only to turn a 

nurse into a cowboy with a long whip. 

 

One of my best friends at Kindy was from Indonesia. She had a really long name which I could 

pronounce but my mother couldn’t. I used to get so frustrated with mum. She would begin to 

say hello to my friend and I would have to interrupt with the name with many syllables. 

 

Sleep time. Mrs Voss said I won the award for the best sleeper. No restless legs, no fiddles, no 

reprimands. Expert hands gently caressing my eyebrows. I’m able to get to sleep without Mrs 

Voss now, but I use that method with children whom I teach.   
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The feelings of security, belonging and love. Cuddled up with a friend or two reading a picture 

book, learning about the big world outside of Kindy and home.  

 

It is the warm memories of St Lucia Kindergarten that encouraged me to send both my nephews 

there, encouraged me to do practice teaching, relief and volunteer work.  

 

I have seen children mastering bottom wiping, enormous sand castles stretching from Australia 

to Disney Land and incredible stink beetle discoveries. I have witnessed 3 year olds gently 

holding guinea pigs and others not so gently. I have listened to amazing stories. There was the 

story of the gigantic fish that accidently got away and the little boy who had elephants, tigers 

and dinosaurs in his backyard. 

 

There were magic cuddles for little bumps that really hurt and cuddles because he/she was mean 

to me. Cuddles that made everything better no MATTER WHAT. 

 

St Lucia Kindergarten has cared for many children. Can you imagine all of the magnificent 

mountains of memories? 

 

 

Jane Heyden-Munro  [St Lucia Kindergarten 1980] 

 


