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1. INTRODUCTION 

The period 1853 to 1939 is covered in Paper No 14. 

World War II affected St Lucia in several ways.  In December 1941 the War Cabinet authorised the 
call-up for home defence all men between 35 and 45 who were unmarried or widowers without 
children, all married men and widowers with children between 18 and 35.1 Young men went off to 
war, older men were directed to essential war jobs, and the supply of materials and food were 
restricted. Work on the construction of the University was halted. 

War-time rationing started with petrol in October 1940, and the allowance was repeatedly cut until 
eventually private usage was limited to 80 miles (128 klm) a month. The Australia-wide car speed 
limit was reduced to 30 mph (50km/hr) in April 1943. Ration books were issued for tea, sugar and 
clothing in March 1942. People were allowed two ounces (58g) of tea and one pound (0.45 kg) of 
sugar each week. Butter rationing was introduced in June 1943 with adults allowed just half a pound 
(225g) a week. Meat was rationed from January 1944 to 2.25 pounds (1 kg) a week per adult. Sugar 
came off rationing in 1947, meat and clothing in 1948 and finally petrol and butter in 1950.2 

However it was the progressive re-location of the University from Gardens Point to the end of the St 
Lucia peninsular from1947 that saw dramatic changes to the suburb.  Housing development leapt 
ahead, the population increased dramatically, and St Lucia became a fully fledged suburb complete 
with churches, shops, and community groups.  

The progressive development of the suburb is shown clearly on the various aerial photographs taken 
over the years for Brisbane City Council, commencing in 1946.3 An aerial survey carried out in 1967 
also shows the progress at that stage.4 

The population increase continues today, with the demolition of single houses on 32 perch (809 m²) 
blocks and their replacement with up to seven medium density units.  In 2001 the population of St 
Lucia had reached 10,774 and had been growing at a rate of just under 2% p.a. for the past ten years. 
The median age of the population – 23 years – is caused mainly by the presence of University 
students. Fifty percent of private dwellings are rented.  With almost half the population being 
between the ages of 15 and 25, with a median age of 23, St Lucia is one of the youngest suburbs in 
Australia. 5 

2. LIFE IN ST LUCIA, WWII and beyond 

2.1 The Second World War  

The following war timeline has been extracted from ‘Over-sexed, Over-paid, and Over Here’, (J H 
Moore, 1981, University of Queensland Press), The Courier-Mail War Map, Anzac Day 2004, and 
information on display at the MacArthur Museum in Brisbane. 

 
1939 September World War II, Australia despatches forces overseas.  
    Population of Brisbane  350,000. 
1939 September Declaration of war by Britain. 

                                                 
1  Charlton, Peter, (1991) South Queensland WW II  Boolarong Press. p 58. 
2   The Weekend Australian Magazine July 23-24 2005 P 46 c 4. The Sunday Mail  August 10 2005 p58. 
3  BCC Bitmap Centre. 
4  BCC Archives 1967 Aerial Survey on microfiche. 
5  The Courier Mail 23 July 2005 Pricewatch box from Bureau of Statistics, 2001 Census. 
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1941 November Brisbane and Darwin used by USA planes for re-stocking General  
    MacArthur’s forces in the Philippines. p.18 
  December   7 Japanese attack Pearl Harbour. p. 20 
               9 Australia declared war on Japan 
             22 First G.Is. land in Brisbane. p. 103 
1942 January      31 General MacArthur considers Australia will not be invaded by the  
    Japanese, “the spoils are not sufficient to warrant the risks”. p. 85 
  February    16 Singapore falls. p. 31 (14,972 Australians captured and 1,798 killed) 
           19 Darwin bombed.  p. 31 (243 killed during 1942) 
  March        11 USA decides to use Australia as a ‘springboard’ for its attacks p.90 
           17 General MacArthur arrives in Darwin from Philippines. p. 69 
  May            5 The Coral Sea Battle. p. 87 
         31 Midget submarines attack Sydney harbour.  p. 138 
  June            6 Battle for Midway. p. 98 
  July            23 General Macarthur arrives in Brisbane for action in New Guinea. p. 133 
  July end General Blamey sets up base in St Lucia. p. 133 
  July/Nov Kokoda Trail (607 killed, 1015 wounded) 
  Aug/Sept Battle of Milne Bay. P.264 
1943 May  HMAS Centaur sunk by Japanese sub off Brisbane (269 killed) 
    Late, major reduction in US forces, as they head to NG. p. 248 
1944 Dec  General Blamey closes operations at St Lucia 
1945 Aug       15 Tokyo surrenders. p. 265  
    Macarthur announces his departure, returns to Philippines. p. 265 

Forty thousand Australians were killed in WWII, mainly overseas. 

Peter Charlton has written extensively on the war in his book South Queensland WW II 1941-1945:6    

few people owned cars, rickety trams plied the city’s streets; horse-drawn carts delivered milk, bread, 
ice and beer; the lights of the city dimmed soon after dusk. Entertainment was limited to the radio - then 
called the “wireless”, to picture theatres, to card-parties, to dances and sporting events. 

General Douglas MacArthur was the Commander in Chief of the Allied 
Forces in the South West Pacific Area during 1942–1944. Picture courtesy 
www.ozatwar.com 

His formal residence was at Brisbane’s Lennon’s Hotel, but his wife, child 
and Chinese nanny lived at No 28 Hiron St, St Lucia during the wars 
years. Local resident Ian Venables remembers as a kid riding with the 
General in his staff car from Admiral Fletcher’s house at Wilcelyn Taringa, 
to Hiron St.7 Also Toowong resident Jean Haughton-James remembers: 

During the war, Miss Brown’s kindergarten was also in High Street 
[Toowong] and we often saw General MacArthur’s small son being delivered 
there in a huge American staff car.8  

Young Arthur MacArthur celebrated his sixth birthday on 21 February 
1944.9   

St Lucia was as close to the war action as many other Brisbane suburbs. General Thomas Blamey 
was the Commander of the Allied Land Forces in the South West Pacific Area, and Commander-in-
chief of the Australian military forces. He established his headquarters in the nearly completed but 

                                                 
6 Charlton, Peter, op cit. 
7 SLHG 1 October 2005 minutes and www.ozatwar.com/locations/28hironst.htm accessed October 2005 
8 England M, Toowong, Tales of Toowong and early Brisbane, 2009, West Toowong Community  Association 
Inc. p. 35 
9  MacArthur Museum Display Edward St Brisbane February 2007. 
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unoccupied Forgan Smith building at the University from August 1942 and from here led the entire 
Australian Army operations throughout Northern Australia, Papua New Guinea and the Pacific 
Islands.  

Prof Clive Moore has written extensively in his book The Forgan Smith of the war-time use of the 
University buildings, and further information is available at: 
www.publicworks.qld.gov.au/sites search postcode 4067.10 

Room 306 was Blamey’s office, and room 343 was sound proofed.11Many years later a secret radio 
room was discovered in the tower of the Forgan Smith building.12   

A plaque at the University reads: 

 

FROM 1ST AUGUST 1942 TO 31ST DECEMBER  1944 GENERAL SIR T BLAMEY  CBE KCB CMG DSO 
ED,  COMMANDER ALLIED LAND FORCES IN SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA, AND 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES ACQUIRED THESE PREMISES AS HIS 
ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS 

THIS WAS THE FIRST USE TO WHICH THESE BUILDINGS WERE DEDICATED 
 

 
Army personnel at University of Queensland 1943, 

Australian War Memorial image P00376.006 

The Australian Women’s Army Service played a major role at the University base, for General 
Blamey. 

                                                 
10  Moore C, The Forgan Smith: History of a Building and its People, 2010, p 24, POD UQ; 
 www.publicworks.qld.gov.au/sites accessed April 2011. 
11  www.ozatwar.com.au accesses June 2009. 
12  Pers, comm. R Siemon op cit. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 
 

PGB/History/Papers/18Living in St L 2                                                Page 5 of 30 Printed October 22, 2017 

     
 AWAS personnel in the teleprinter office, University of Queensland Room E 105/7/8 c.1943, 

Australian War Memorial images  061298, 061301. 
 

 
The same rooms 2009. Courtesy Roger Marks 
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Barracks erected at the rear of the University of Queensland c.1943 for the AWAS but later used by men only 
with the women housed at Indooroopilly [now St Peters]   

Australian War Memorial image P00576.008. 
 

 
 

AWAS at the front of the University c 1943. 
Australian War Memorial image P00576.010. 
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Some of the land surrounding the University had been leased by Brisbane City Council to the Bureau 
of Industry for war purposes.13 Further information on the University during wartime is available in 
the Education – University Paper. 

General Blamey lived at No 29 Ryans Rd, on the corner of 
Jerdanefield St, between 1942 and 1944 in a new two storey house 
rented from Mr Grimwade14   Dr Foote’s house at the time, 
“Jerdanefield” was rented to the Army during the war, and used as 
General Blamey’s and senior personnel’s mess. It housed Blamey’s 
batman and personal staff, and was not in a good state when it was 
handed back to its owner, Dr Foote.15   

Australian War Memorial image 107532. 

Peter Charlton notes that Blamey had a large personal staff including 
a Chinese cook, who went berserk at one stage and chased other 
members of the household staff through the street with a meat-
cleaver.  

Local resident and historian Rosamond Siemon tells of a murder that 
took place around this time. One of Blamey’s batmen was implicated in a love tryst involving a local 
lass and eventually committed murder/suicide with a shot gun.16 

Brigadiers Anderson and Rogers lived at Kelsey in Hiron St but the house number has not been 
established.17 

American Admiral Fletcher lived at ‘Wilcelyn’ (above Jack Cook Park), during the war and learnt to 
play cricket with the local kids in Oscar Jones paddock (now Jack Cook Memorial Park).  Brigadier 
Lucas lived in Macquarie St.18 

A local Taringa resident Bernie Kunkle, tells how as a young boy in 1942, he used to deliver the 
newspapers each day to the army cook at the Forgan Smith building, riding his bicycle and towing a 
purpose built trailer.19 

On Walcott St, below the original stone quarry, the area about where the University Warehouse and 
Glasshouses are today, was a swamp and was used as a Council dump.20 Ian Venables remembers the 
American forces dumping parts of Kitty Hawk planes there, and large square tins of biscuits that had 
been damaged. Whole bicycles were dumped whenever something went wrong, such as a punctured 
tyre. The Campbells operated the Mt Coo-tha kiosk during the war and made boomerangs under the 
house to sell to the American service men at the kiosk.21 

As the only private bus service terminated at Ryans road, the nearest public transport to the 
University army base was the cross-river ferries at Laurence St. These connected with the West End 
tram service and were very busy with army personnel, running a ten minute service from 5.30 a.m. 
until 11.50 p.m.  Three ferries were used to meet the demand, the Planet, the Madgee and the Phylis. 

                                                 
13  Brisbane City Council Minutes p 517. 
14  Record of discussion with Ron and Irene Scott 2003. 
15  The Courier-Mail 1 June 1946 p 4 c 3; National Archives file Hirings Service W 235/25 
16  Pers. Comm. R Siemon February 2005. 
17  Moore C, The Forgan Smith: History of a Building and its People, 2010, p 24. 
18  Record of discussion with Ian and Denise Venables 2003 and later informal discussions. 
19  Pers Comm B Kunkle Toowong history Group October 2010 
20  1946 Ariel photograph BCC 
21  1946 Ariel photograph. 
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Ned Beattie and his son Fred ran the service during the war.  Francis Ygosse built many small timber 
vessels for the Army during the war.22 

John Dart lived opposite Ironside School during the 
war and remembers the Mitchell bombers flying 
over.23 Joan Haig remembers the Church of England 
hall in Macquarie St – the old school building – being 
used for socials during and after the war, with soldiers 
coming from the University camp.24Joan has provided 
petrol coupons from the post-WWII era; the 1 gallon 
coupon was coloured red and the 2 gallon purple.  

Joan further says that the school closed for three 
months at the beginning of 1942, and some of the 
shops closed because there were not enough goods to 
sell.  

Ian Venables says that the 88 Gailey Rd store was the 
only one selling ‘Coke’, that there were power cables 
over the river near the ‘Back’ house, and there was 
security fencing along the length of mill road. Ian also 
remembers plywood decoy tanks in Hawken Dr, and 
concrete gun emplacements.25 

 

 

Isabel Mitchell from Cairngorm was sent away to Boarding School during the war, but remembers 
the air raid shelter in the back yard, and the air raid warning siren being sounded from the army base 
in the University buildings.26 

Colin Dyer interviewed Shirley Redhead who recalls: 27 

…for some time in 1943 classes were totally disrupted and pupils were given lessons to do at home. 
Head Teacher Mr Stinson meticulously made sure that the school was put on a war footing, and 
trenches were dug at the rear of the school, regular air-raid warning practices were carried out, the 
office windows were blacked out and tape put across the classroom windows. Sweets were sold for the 
war effort from the school veranda, the pupils knitted socks and face-washers for the troops… and the 
children sent parcels off to various war fronts. 

The Government decreed that schools could not open in 1942 until adequate preparations had been 
made. Windows were to be taped and sand buckets filled; slit trenches had to be dug 3 ft deep and 3 
ft wide with 2 ft length for each child for 50% of the school (This would have been difficult if not 
impossible in the rocky grounds of Ironside School). School hours were to be staggered so that only 
half the school was present at any one time and children under six had to be kept at home28  

                                                 
22  Percy Hanlon St Lucia Ferries presented to SLHG 2003, and letter 26 Sept 2005 to SLHG. 
23  Marilyn England The Dart Family of St Lucia Paper 2003. p 6. 
24  Joan Haig – notes recorded by Peter Brown 2003. 
25  SLHG minutes of meeting 1 October 2005 
26  Record of discussion with Isabel Navratil (nee Mitchell) 2004. 
27  C Dyer hand-written notes on the school history 1998. 
28  MacArthur Museum Display Edward St Brisbane. 
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 Courtesy The Courier-Mail  6 March 1941 p10 c 4. 

Joan Haig reports: 29 

The war years saw the University used by the army.  Tents were pitched along Hawken Dr.  After the 
war it took years for the suburb to grow.  Rationing continued and for a while coupons were needed for 
clothing and some foods [sugar, tea, butter and meat].  The Progress Hall was used for ‘welcome home’ 
celebrations as the local boys arrived home from war service.  The War curtailed our freedom a lot as 
12 to 18 year olds. Having an army camp at the university ended visiting playmates after the evening 
meal.  Across the river lived an engineer who had a small plane on the roof of his work-shed [which 
extended over the river], he had to remove it in case it was bombed by the Japanese. 

 

Bob Browning has provided this 
clothing ration card. 

 

Price fixing was also a feature of the 
Wartime, to prevent profiteering, and 
there was also a black-market for 
certain goods. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
29  Pers. com. Joan Haig 2003. 
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Ron Haig says: 30  

After Pearl Harbour and when the Japanese were moving towards Australia, the Federal Government 
formed the Volunteer Defence Corps throughout Australia for civilians to learn and practice warfare. A 
VDC Company was formed in St Lucia consisting mainly of middle aged men – professional and 
business – also men with disabilities stopping them being in the military forces, World War II ex-
members of the military forces, and those in reserved occupations. 

The VDC Company met weekly in St Lucia and trained on the old 310 single-shot rifles.  Military 
exercises were performed at night throughout the bush area of St Lucia between the Ironsides School 
and the University.  There were also weekend bivouacs further out in the bush for physical and 
military reasons. After the USA dropped the atomic bombs and Japan surrendered, the VDC was 
disbanded. 

According to the St Lucia Golf Club: 31  

During World War II there was a shortage of golf balls and water hazards were protected by wire 
screens.  The club rationed golf balls depending on the number of games played per month.   

The St Lucia Golf Club constructed a memorial terrace on the golf course side of the clubhouse in 
remembrance of World War II diggers.32 

Percy Hanlon remembers that the street lights and the houses were blacked out in case of enemy 
aircraft. Because the ‘dunnies’ were in the back yard, bottles and pans beside the bed were the norm, 
being emptied at daylight. Toilet paper was not available during the war, and pages of the Courier 
Mail or Telegraph were used. Many houses had air-raid shelters constructed in their back yards.33 

Local resident Eric Hudd notes that when his sister married in 1942 she continued to live with her 
parents in Baty St as her husband Frank Lawrence was at the war.34 

Local resident Valerie Herbertson lived on Ryans Rd opposite the store and remembers her sister 
being given a lift by General Blamey one morning a she waited for her bus to come – she was a good 
looking 20 year old at the time.35 

School children were not allowed to use the ferry during the war, but the Catholics kids got 
exemption to go across to West End for school.36 

The Progress Hall (Avalon Theatre) was used by the ladies of the Red Cross where amongst other 
work they knitted socks for the troops.37 

In 1950 Council granted a three-year lease over 17 acres (7 ha) of ‘Carmody’s Paddock’ on St Lucia 
Road to the State Government for military training purposes.38 

2.2 Childhood in the 1930s and 40s  

Ian Venables grew up at ‘Grenhurst’, 62 Gailey Rd, from 1935 until 1959; his future wife Denise 
lived at Durham St from 1945 until 1959. The following are extracts from a discussion held with 
them in 2003:39 

                                                 
30  Haig, Ron included in Joan Haigs pers. com. 2003. 
31  Indooroopilly Golf Club A Half Century of Golf 1926-1976,  John Oxley Library  796.352 IND   1925 
 obtained  by C Dyer. 
32  England M Reminiscences of Jack Surman unpublished Paper 2004 
33  Percy Hanlon letter to SLHG 26 September 2005. 
34  Brown P. Record of interview with Eric Hudd 2004. 
35  Email from Janice Teunis (daughter) 8 December 2005. 
36  Dickenson Family notes as researched by A Derbyshire 2007. 
37  Refer M England for name of THG member 
38  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951 p 517. 
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The Gailey Rd sign was near Josling St i.e. well on the Toowong side of the bridge.  The road was a 
narrow strip of bitumen flanked by gravel with almost no kerbing in the ‘30s and ‘40s.  In 1945 
Carmody Rd was still a dirt track as was Warren St and many other residential streets.  Durham St was 
sealed as was St Lucia Rd and Swann Rd. 
62 Gailey Rd had gas pipes going past but not into the house.  Water was heated over the bath by a Dux 
instant electrical hot water heater.  Telephones were operated from an exchange above the Toowong 
Post Office until 1949 when the partly automatic exchange was opened at the south end of Jephson St. 
Refrigerators became common in the late 40s. 
 
Council operated a night-soil cart until the area was sewered in the Clem Jones era of the ‘70s.  At that 
time the rear of the house was extended and the internal layout changed to provide an indoor toilet in 
lieu of the ‘backyard dunny’ of earlier years.  A garbage service was also provided by Council.   
 
Tom Henzell delivered ice daily in the morning, and eggs, milk and cream a couple of times a week.  
Newspapers and magazines were delivered daily by Mr Horsfal in his open topped car.  Denise 
remembers he used to come past the ferry terminal just as she and other pupils landed on their way 
home from school, and some would ride with Mr Horsfal up to Central Ave.  The baker came daily and 
the Fruiterer came several times a week.  The postman called twice a day [and blew a whistle to 
announce his delivery].  In the ‘30s all deliveries/collections were by horse and cart, but in the ‘40s 
progressively changed to truck or van. 
 
Gailey Rd east side notes: 
Dr Tucker lived on the north side of the creek, with Ygosse boat builder on the south side.  Grossett had 
a workshop for his refrigeration engineering business under his house on the south-east corner of 
Sandford St, which in the late 50’s was purchased by BP and rebuilt as a garage.  It eventually closed 
about mid ‘80s, and in the mid 90’s was redeveloped as a motel. 
 
Doug McDonald started his motor repair business in a garage at his house at 60 Gailey Rd in the early 
‘30s.  In the mid ‘30s he set up a full petrol and service garage, which was later sold to Ampol and 
rebuilt, and then in the ‘90s Caltex took over and changed the service bays into the present shop.  On 
the actual street corner of Gailey and Sir Fred Schonell was a small store that was operated by Keith 
Clark in the ‘30s, then later by Smiths, Bonners and later Ryans. 
 
McDonalds had the block from the corner of Bellevue up to Ian’s place No 62 and beside them up 
Bellevue Parade was the Wragges.  Mr Wragge was a friend of Richard Gailey, and he built an 
Observatory for his telescope on his house, and it stayed there for many years.   
 
No 88 mixed business was run by the Hamiltons and then the Hogans who had some benches outside 
for people to sit at and eat ice creams etc.  Nos. 264 and 266 Swann Rd were mixed businesses.  
 
Gailey Rd west side notes: 
Wally Carr lived on the loop of the creek to the south of the bridge.  The Shell service station is on 
filled ground and was built in the late ‘50s.  Allen-Ankins lived where the townhouses are, adjoining 
Shell.  Miss Perrin owned Perrin’s Paddock and ran horses there, eventually donating it to Council for 
parkland.  The Bowls Club moved from Glenn Rd to Gailey Rd probably in the ‘60s amidst some 
controversy because the land was a public park, and the bowls club had sold their previous land for a 
substantial amount of money.  
 
Oscar Jones ran cows in today’s Jack Cook Park up until the ‘60s.  Miss Philp of Burns-Philp lived in 
the original ‘Wilcelyn’ on the hill beyond Indooroopilly Rd in the ‘30s.  “St Clare’s Home of Rest” was 
an Anglican old ladies rest home. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                    
39  Record of discussion with Ian and Denise Venables 2003. 
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Initially at Five Ways there was just Gregory the butcher, son of Gregory from Bryce St, by 1949 this 
had become Hughes Butchery.  There may have been a small shed that was perhaps the F H Harbottle 
cycle and sports that was listed in the postal records for 1935.  After the war Dr Sinnamon built a two 
storey brick building which included Miss Chalmers Chemist in Gailey Rd and, on the downhill side, 
the Taringa East Post Office. 
 
The novel ‘The Queenslander” by Robert Macklin is based around a grocers shop at Fiveways. 
 
Notes on the St Lucia Rd area: 
Ian’s father Frank owned but did not operate, the ‘Ferry Store’ on the north east corner of Laurence St 
and Macquarie St from about 1945 until the late ‘60s.  At one stage the Maniaty family operated the 
shop and later the Cox family ran the shop, then Ron Sabien an Interior Decorator with Howard 
Stenning Brown (radio announcer at 4BH). 
 
Denise has fond memories of the ferrymen Rolly Warner and Tom?  who used to look after the children 
particularly, and would carry messages etc. 
 
Mr Mee Lee ran a joinery company on Macquarie St, on the side of Smyth Creek opposite Alvey 
Engineering.  The Esquire Cinema commenced in the Progress Hall about 1953 
 
There was a horse water trough on the eastern corner of St Lucia Rd and Warren St.  Lynch’s carpet 
cleaning factory was on the corner of Mitre St, opposite the store.  Dalrymples ran cows in Warren St in 
the 1940’s and sold milk by the billy. 
 
On the south-east corner of Warren and Carmody Mr Pierce had a market garden in the ‘40s and ‘50s 
selling tomatoes, celery, cucumbers etc. 
 
In Durham St almost opposite Denise’s original home, the current house belonging to Judge Hanger is 
on the site of a large two storey wooden house which burnt down in 1947 or 1948. The house was 
owned by a Miss Ina Morgan who was a teacher at Somerville House, and it had been built and named 
Inchgarvie by Robert Lee Bryce in the 1890s. Mr Lee Bryce was a Scotsman and a freemason who had 
previously lived on Hiron St opposite the end of Bryce St prior to the 1893 flood. Denise remembers 
seeing the afternoon fire from her school St Francis across the river at Highgate Hill, and has the school 
history references to Ms Morgan.40 
 

Local resident and historian Rosamond Siemon reports in a letter to Councillor Judy Magub in 2002:   

Pre war on the river at night a commercial prawner in his flat bottomed row-boat was scooping the dark 
waters for the abundant prawns.  Now and again he stopped to haul a crab net from the depths. If there 
was a fresh in the river, and the water muddy, large crabs would walk out on to the banks and be 
scooped into buckets by the locals. 
 
After the war the city bus only came to the top end of Ryans Rd… all the other streets were rutted dirt 
roads…. No curbing and channelling, no footpath alignment etc. 
 
Post war familiar sights in the streets were: the sanitary cart… very few people had put in septic tanks. 
The suburb was not sewered for many years. The clothes prop man, selling his own cut branches to hold 
up the clothes line.  Hills hoist not yet in.  The postman on his bicycle and blowing his whistle. The 
milk cart and horse, with the milkman running in to put the bottle of milk at the back door.  The ice man 
came with a block of ice for the ice chest, about every second day. At weekends he delivered a double 
block… less than 1/- for two blocks.. always in a hessian bag to save the drips.  Very few young 
marrieds could afford a refrigerator until the 1950s.  The butcher called in the morning to take orders 
and delivered the meat in the afternoon.  His butchers shop was in St Lucia Rd [corner of Bryce St].  

                                                 
40  Somerville House extracts and photo researched by Ms D Venables 2009. 
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The baker and the grocer also called for orders.  The grocer came from Taringa.  Very few had a 
telephone.  There was a box at the corner of Central and Hawken and one at the mum and dad store at 
the corner of Mitre St and St Lucia Rd.  Possibly one or two elsewhere. With no bus, and wives didn’t 
have cars.. nor did most men at that time, shopping per the delivery man was the best we had 
 
The old warship the Gayundah travelled to Ipswich, as did coal barges.  The two river pleasure boats 
took young families up to Lone Pine…and the sailing clubs: the 16 and 18 footers and the Sharpies 
raced on St Lucia reach on Saturday afternoons.  Always the University eights, fours, and sculls trained 
to the orders of their megaphone equipped Cox as they skimmed along the water.41 

Jim Mackenzie recalls that war-widow Ms Myra Mackenzie nee Rendle, lived on the opposite corner 
of St Fred Schonell Dr, and she was the first registered lady dentist in Australia.  

Local resident and historian Rosamond Siemon recalls having no clothing coupons for her wedding 
trousseaux after the War. She managed to borrow a dress, however material for her foundation 
garments was more of a challenge until a resourceful friend managed to buy two altar cloths.42 

In 1946 Council prepared a town plan for St Lucia to become a ‘model centre’ with housing for 1000 
families and associated schools etc; no further information has been found on the proposal.43 

 

 
Macquarie Street in the 1940s, photo courtesy Ms D Kemp. 

2.3 Childhood in the 1950s – The Ferry Store  

Tony Maniaty (1949 - ) spent some of his primary school years living at the Ferry Store, on the 
north-east corner of Laurence St and Macquarie St in the mid to late 1950s. Forty years later he 
wrote a hilarious book titled All Over the Shop, which includes descriptions of his time in St Lucia.44 
Extracts from the book are included in other Papers on Retail and Education.  Of 1955 he writes on 
page 119: 

                                                 
41  Rosamond Siemon letter to Councillor Magub 29/7/2002. 
42  SLHG meeting minutes for 3 June 2006. 
43  The Telegraph 25 October 1946 p7 c6. 
44  Tony Maniaty, 1993  All Over the Shop Penguin Books.  
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…we face a pleasant cross-street with huge Poincianas spreading out from both footpaths and meeting 
low over the street, a shady arc leading down to the ferry landing…flattest site in Brisbane…we’ve got 
an eternity of playing space out the side: the tennis court with its broken timber frame and rusty 
wire…on this we will grow bougainvillea vines…and banana clumps. 
…once we had a chain to pull; now it’s back to nature. A strange red truck comes along twice a week, 
and the men from Hunter Brothers – like medieval warriors with leather shoulder aprons and noses of 
steel – lift the cans of nightsoil away. 

2.4 Teenage years in the 1950s  

Robert Macklin has written a novel entitled The Queenslander.  It is a work of fiction based around 
his time as a teenager in the 1950s, and the setting is a general store, possibly 264 Swann Rd where 
he lived with his parents.    Being fiction it is not appropriate to include extracts from the book here, 
but it probably gives a good idea of what life was like for a young man learning about life at that 
time. The book is not for the fainthearted. 

 

2.5 Married life in the 1950s - the Scotts 

Record of discussion with Ron and Irene Scott, 36 Ryans Rd St Lucia 11 April 2003: 

Ron and Irene, both Brisbane born, were married 31/5/1952.  They purchased and moved into 36 Ryans 
Rd in 1953, brought up a family, and remain living there today.  Ron provided a copy of the Certificate 
of Title for the property dated 1937 (No. 378718 Vol. 1995 Folio 58). 
Jim Mackenzie lived next door at No 40, BRIASTRE, having moved there in 1919 at the age of two.  
He moved away about fifteen years ago.  The Boltons lived at No 30 until 1963 when the house was 
demolished and rebuilt to its current form as apartments. 
 
Dr Cecil Sinnamon the local GP lived at No 24; his surgery was at Gailey Five Ways.  The house burnt 
down about 2000 and is currently a vacant site.  The Chittleboroughs lived at No 20, recently 
demolished and rebuilt.  The Boyles lived at No 14 on the corner that house rebuilt late 1990’s. 
 
Dr Foote lived at ‘Jerdanefield’ house,45 but later sold it to Dr Adams.  Dr Foote built a new house 
closer to the river at 7 Ryans Rd, and then rebuilt further down again, at number 1.  Members of the 
Guyatt Family lived at 41 Ryans Rd on the corner, and ‘Aunty Kate’ Standford lived at No 33.  General 
Blamey lived at No 29 during 1942 –1944. 
 
No 4 Jerdanefield St, an apartment block, was owned by Brisbane City Council and used for staff 
quarters.  The house Mobolon occupied by Lloyd Rees in 1901-1907 was on the corner of Guyatt Park, 
Hiron/Bryce Sts and was still there in the 1950’s. 
 
In 1953 the Scotts had piped gas to an over-bath geyser heater, telephone and electricity was available.  
They had a night-soil service by the ‘honey cart’ (later replaced with a septic system prior to the 
sewerage system).  Ryans Rd was surfaced, but it was known that the road outside No 34-40 had 
previously been a split road similar to that outside No 20. 
 
Jim Mackenzie has said that when gas street lighting was installed it only came from Toowong as far as 
Ryans Rd.  Irene says that local residents used to fish from the ramp at the bottom of Austral St. 
 
By the 1960’s the roads used to get to Ironside School - Ryans, Carmody, Swann, and Baty - were all 
partly surfaced with a strip of bitumen edged by gravel.  Bus No 12 ran from the city along St Lucia Rd 
to the university.  Bus No 11 ran up Ryans Rd to the Uni.  Bus No 14 ran up Ryans Rd before turning 

                                                 
45  The Courier-Mail  
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right along Swann to service Taringa.  A council school bus ran from the school, to the University then 
back along St Lucia Rd.  From her window Irene was able to see the bus leave the university, and then 
she could go and meet her children off it. 
 
Two of the Scott children attended State High at South Brisbane in the 1960’s and would catch the ferry 
to West End and then the tram.  Ron used the 11 or 12 bus to the city. 
 
Guyatt’s store was operated by Micheljohns in the early 1950’s, then later by Smiths.  It remained 
trading until about 1978 when it was replaced with the current apartment block, but retained its 
commercial/ residential zoning to provide the café and hairdresser that is there today. The Micheljohns 
moved up to the Ironside Store.46 
 
Penhaligan was originally the butcher, later Gregory, on the corner of Sir Fred Schonell Dr and Bryce 
St, currently No 132 Sir Fred Schonell Dr The Delahuntys (who had a pharmacy in the City) lived in 
Bryce St, opposite the butcher, in the house previously occupied by A & S Guyatt. 
 
Chas Alvey Engineering (of Alvey reels fame) was at Macquarie St on the eastern corner of Smyth 
Creek where house No 160 now stands. 
 
The ferry store at Laurence St was operated in the 1950’s by Armstrongs.  Lacey’s had the store on the 
corner of Mitre St, later Mary Blair and eventually a Chinese family.  The Lynch carpet-cleaning 
factory was on the eastern corner of Mitre St. 
 
The Progress Hall theatre was in use as a cinema.  MacDonald had the garage on Gailey Rd with a 
corner store alongside.  Mrs Blank had the store at 88 Gailey Rd. 
 
The St Clare’s rest home noted in the 1949 postal directory was a priory for the Brothers who later 
moved to ‘Old Bishopsbourne’ the original Bishop’s home behind Castlemaine Brewery off Milton Rd.  
It is now Sir Francis’s Theological College. 
 
The building at Gailey Five Ways on Indooroopilly Rd was owned by Dr Cecil Sinnamon, who had his 
surgery there together with Harold Forbes.  Also in the collection of buildings were: Taringa East Post 
Office, Ken Gregory Butcher, Miss Chalmers Chemist, Hairdressing Salon, and Dentist.  The 
tenancies changed over the years and the buildings were eventually demolished and rebuilt into the 
current complex in the late 1980’s.  
 
Duckering was the greengrocer, and S Hughes was another butcher at 264/266 Swann Rd, currently 
occupied by a hairdresser and a vacant shop. 
 
There was corner store at Ironside in the 1950’s; (Hawken Dr was called Coronation Dr prior to 1953). 

2.6 Mr & Mrs Martins new house in Walcott St. 

The Courier-Mail in 1957 reported on the construction of an unusual house in Walcott St close to the 
University, and included a photograph of the dream home. Designed by its owner, Mr Trout, a retired 
naval engineer, the house was described as having ‘a nautical air…a semi-circular glass wall…and 
circular ‘port-hole’ windows line one wall of the ...house’. 

The inside was described as having:47 

                                                 
46  Pers. Comm. R Siemon letter April 2005. 
47  The Courier-Mail 25 May 1957 p.7 c 1. 
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Contemporary wallpapers… the wall behind the walnut cocktail bar is grey splashed with bright red, 
yellow and brown in abstract forms… the entrance hall is papered in tiny red and white checks, and the 
wall beside the wrought-iron staircase is blue-grey, patterned with primrose feathers’ 

The house still exists as 57 Walcott St on the corner of Hook St and is used by the School of 
Journalism for the University.  An ‘incongruous extension’ has been added to the front of the 
house.48 

The Courier-Mail Annual 1950 includes a photographic article “The Birth of a Suburb” with a view 
of the University and various houses and people.49 

2.7 Royal Visits  

On 9 March 1954 Queen Elisabeth II and Prince Philip visited Brisbane for a day.  This was the first 
time any reigning monarch had visited Australia and they stayed for three months visiting 60 cities 
and towns. Later, on an ‘unexpected visit’ Prince Philip visited Queensland University on 17th 
March.50 Joan Haig remembers Prince Philip passing Ironside School, and being driven down Baty St 
and along Carmody Rd to the University, returning via Sir Fred Schonell Dr.  

Three photographs of the Royal event appear in Ironside Remembered… 1985, which show HM The 
Queen passing a group of children holding up a banner reading “With all our faults we love our 
Queen – Ironside State School” (This was from the popular chorus line in the Pirates of Penzance 
comedy opera written in the reign of Queen Victoria but with a recently released film version 
showing in Brisbane cinemas that year); see ‘Education’ paper for photos.51 The Queen did not visit 
St Lucia - the photographs were taken on Coronation Dr, the city side of Park Rd, where the 
headmaster assembled the children to see royal couple pass on their way to Government House.52 

The Queen Mother visited the University in February 1958 and a photograph is held by the John 
Oxley Library.53 

Princess Alexandra, Duchess of Kent, visited the University on 7 September 1959.  Both the Duke 
and Duchess visited the University in 1985, and as part of the 75th Anniversary celebrations, watched 
the inaugural Great Court Race. A very excited Duchess ignored protocol and commandeered a chair 
to stand on to get a better view.54 

2.8 American residents 1965 

From an unknown newspaper cutting hand dated 1965:55 

St Lucia has become the temporary home of a large colony of Americans ranging from the Consul and 
Vice-Consul to oilmen connected with exploration, pipeline and refinery construction, and distribution; 
technical advisers to the railways…and Queensland University staff and exchange post-graduate 
students… Mr Browning’s store… caters especially for their needs. 

                                                 
48  St Lucia Campus Tour 1998 Brisbane History Group Item 70. 
49  The Courier-Mail Annual 1950 John Oxley Library. 
50  Brisbane Telegraph The Royal Tour  1953-53 Fryer Library. 
51  Ironside Remembered… 1985 BCC Toowong Library local history. 
52  Pers. Comm. R Siemon letter April 2005. 
53  Image 141945. JOL 
54  The Courier-Mail 28 May 2004 p 18 c 7. 
55  B Browning’s Scrapbook, hand dated 1965 unaccredited news clipping. 
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2.9 What things cost in 1965 (in decimal currency)56 

Milk  40c/litre   Butter 53c/500g  Bread 21c/kg  Steak $2.30/kg 
Letter stamp 5c  The Courier Mail  3c 

2.10 The Dean Family Highview Tce 

Joan Haig has been friends with Barry and Joy Dean for many years as Barry’s parents and 
grandparents have lived side by side in 27 + ? Highview Terrace. Their three children have always 
been musically inclined and Paul was invited in 2012 to arrange the music for the funeral of Dame 
Elizabeth Murdoch. 

3. CONDUCT OF CITIZENS 

In his Paper on the Police service in St Lucia, Andrew Darbyshire shows that St Lucia has never had 
a police station of its own. A request from a local resident for one dated 20 May 1954, produced an 
internal response which included the following crimes in the area (which was a little bigger than the 
present day St Lucia) 

No arrests for drunkenness, obscene language or similar minor offence in St Lucia for the last 6 months 
Criminal offences are noted as on the increase with 18 cases of Break and Enter, 5 attempted Break and 
Enter, and 14 cases of Stealing or Attempted Stealing 
Police Hours, 8am - 4 pm and 3 pm - 11 pm Monday to Saturday and 9 - 5 Sunday 
The Commissioner of Police did not support a police station or increasing staff, noting officers at 
Taringa only work an 80 hour fortnight. He did support the introduction of properly equipped patrol 
cars. He noted in his response:  ‘St Lucia is mainly populated by business people, office workers etc 
and the conduct of such residents is all that could be desired’ 

Nearly twenty years later, in 1972 the newspaper reported two unusual incidents. A Molotov cocktail 
had been thrown under the car of the Honorary Consul for West Germany, whilst it was parked at his 
house in Walcott St.  The same day a hand grenade was thrown at International House, round the 
corner in Rock St. Police were investigating a possible connection with the Munich Olympic Games 
bombing a month earlier.57 

4. CURRENCY, DEATH DUTIES, POPULATION GROWTH 

Decimal currency was introduced in February 1966, with the conversion factor of £1 = $2.00. 

Death duties were paid once on the death of John Mitchell, again on the death of his wife Elizabeth, 
and on the death of their daughter Isabella.58 Death duties were normally paid by anyone leaving 
money, not being abolished until 1976. 

The Australian population had reached its first million by 1858, and took another one hundred years 
to reach ten million. Twenty million was reached in 2003. 

5. FERRIES 

Andrew Darbyshire has written of the early Government cross-river ferries in Paper No 6 “Posties, 
Cops and Ferrymen”.59 Percy Hanlon presented a Paper to the St Lucia History Group in 2003 and 

                                                 
56  The Courier Mail 7 March 2005 Rock and Roll Insert 
57  The Courier-Mail 16 September 1972 p 3c 1. 
58  Record of discussion with Isabel Navratil (nee Mitchell) 2004. 
59  Darbyshire A (2004)Posties Cops and Ferrymen SLHG Paper No. 6. 
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the brief facts that follow are partly from his paper,60  partly from Andrew’s, and partly from other 
research. 

From 1846, the steamer Experiment operated 
between Ipswich and Brisbane bringing passengers 
and cargo to the sea port. First class passenger fares 
were six shillings return, and second class four 
shillings; the freight for wool was two shillings per 
bale.61 

 

Picture is a sketch dated 1846 Ref JOL 7348. 

 

The 1860s farmers generally had their own row-
boats to get themselves and their produce to market 
in Brisbane, or across the river to go to churches and 
schools in West End and Dutton Park.   

The first cross-river ferry is believed to have been a row-boat circa 1882, and was either from Dart’s 
wharf at the northern end of Jetty Rd or the sand bank at the end of Keith St, across to the end of 
Boundary St Highgate Hill.   

The introduction of potential residential subdivisions at the end of the peninsular in the early 1880s 
saw developers offering steam-boat ferry services to Brisbane, but it is probable that these lasted 
only for the length of the land sales campaign.  By 1885 the developers were advising that a cross-
river row-boat ferry service had commenced. The key to its success was that the route through West 
End to the City was far shorter than that through Toowong, and the introduction of trams into West 
End would make it possible for people to commute from St Lucia to the City, relatively easily by 
public transport.  The ferry ran from Boundary Street and was operated by Watson Jarvis62 and later 
by Mr Barker and his wife but would have been on a demand-only basis. It is believed to have closed 
about the time of either the 1890 or 1893 floods. The land did not sell well and probably only twenty 
or so families lived in the vicinity of the St Lucia landing. 

The steamers Pearl and Undine were chartered on sale days to take prospective purchasers to the 
auctions at Princess Bridge Estate and St Lucia Estate 63  

From 1889 a government tendered cross-river cable and 
winch operated ‘horse ferry’ ran from Austral St across to 
Montague Rd, West End.64 Pictured is the ramp at the end of 
Austral St in 2006, and a ferry which may have been similar 
to the St Lucia one.65 

                                                 
60  Percy Hanlon St Lucia Ferries presented to SLHG 2003. 
61  Paddington Cemetery report 1907 by local Councillor on www.queenslandhistory.com, J Magub private papers. 
62  The Brisbane Post Office Directory and Country Guide 1885-6, Watson Ferguson & Co, CD Archive Books. 
63  The Brisbane Courier 22 August 1885, 31 October 1885 
64  Darbyshire, A.  Paper No 7 Posties, Cops and Ferrymen 2004. 
65  Courtesy A Darbyshire 
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At the time of the 1890 flood it was reported by Council: 

Considerable care had to be used in looking after the Montague ferry punt which by dint of great 
exertions was hauled shoreward’s as the water rose, and kept out of the full force of the current. The 
shelter shed at the ferry was bodily washed away and we have no trace of it since.66 

 

 
Montague Road/St Lucia ferry hauled up on ramp, far left, just after the 1893 flood 

 
RHSQ 3613 

The ferry service continued until the Great Flood of 1893, when it was diverted to the Alice St 
crossing in Brisbane. It was replaced by a passenger row boat until Council reported in 1893-84: 

The Montague Rd ferry was closed during the year, the traffic not warranting its continuance.67 

Past local resident Jim Mackenzie confirms that “a vehicular ferry once operated from the end of 
Ferry Lane (now Austral St) to Montague Rd. Huge logs were used as guide fenders for the beaching  

McKellar’s map of 1896 clearly shows a ferry route across the river, and the ramp at the end of 
Austral St remains today.   

                                                 
66  The Municipal History of South Brisbane  F J Brewer R Dunn 1925, p 49 
67  The Municipal History of South Brisbane  p 55. 
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The newly formed St Lucia and Ironside Progress Association were discussing with the Taringa 
Shire Council and the Hill End Progress Association the need for a cross-river ferry in 1914 and 
1915, but it was the South Brisbane Council who introduced a public motor-launch style ferry from a 
new terminal at a new road – Laurence St – across to Hoogley St West End in 1920.68 In 1924 the 
local residents were requesting that the West End Tram service be extended to the ferry,69 and in 
1926 the new Brisbane City Council did so and declared the ferry free, but this concession only 
lasted a year. However the ferry fare remained at a penny or one halfpenny for kids, until 1950 when 
it was raised to one-and-ha’pence. By 1971 it had risen to five cents. 

 

 
Ferry Phylis 1963 courtesy Oh-Ver by Percy Hanlon 

When confirming Dr Mayne’s offer to purchase the St Lucia land for the University in 1926, the 
council advised that it would be running a ferry to ensure adequate access to the land which some 
considered too remote.70 Although the University opened at St Lucia in 1947 the first direct ferry 
from the City was not provided until 1973 – and it lasted just three weeks.  In 1973 the Dutton Park 
to University ferry began operating for students and staff, and continues today.71  

One foggy morning in 1963 the motor ferry Phyllis was run down by the barge Crocodile being 
towed by Harry Sullivan’s Luana, and whilst three passengers escaped, the ferry master Peter Burke 
drowned.72 

                                                 
68  The Brisbane Courier 4 April 1914 p 14; 15 September 1914 p3; 9 July 1915 p 11. 
69  The Brisbane Courier 1 July 1924 p.6 c.7. 
70  The Brisbane Courier 1 December 1926. 
71  Hanlon Percy, presentation to SLHG 1/3/2003. 
72  P Hanlon Oh-ver History of the Brisbane Cross-River ferries, 2000 
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The hull of ferry Phyllis raised after the accident with barge Crocodile 

 

In 1967 a private service commenced between the University and Dutton Park, and remained until 
the opening of the new adjacent ‘green bridge’ in 2006. Owned by Robert and Del Kent, Kevin Kent 
and Dick Hoggett and Vince Downey, the service was operated initially by the Pamela Sue then by 
the Loyalty and the Vicky Lynn. 

The service began with a Council subsidy and the fare in 1967 was 5c when 300 passengers a day 
were carried. In 2006 the fare was $1.40 for the constant ten minute service across two hundred 
meters of muddy water and 1900 passengers a day were carried.73 

The adjacent picture is of the Vicky Lynn 

in 2006. 

Long time ferry master Barry Calder 
remarked that: 

He shares many of the emotional highs 
and lows of the students, fresh-faced 
first-years enthusiastic at the start of the 
year. Then you get through to October 
when the jacarandas are blooming and 
life’s terrible and they want to kill you.74  

 

 

 

In 1988 a temporary ferry operated from St Lucia to Kayes Rocks Toowong, the City and South 
Bank to service EXPO 88. 

 

                                                 
73  Westside News 10 January 2007 p.5.c.1. 
74  The Australian 1 November 2006  p25 c 3. 
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The Laurence St ferry across to Hoogley St, was 
replaced by a leg of the new CityCat service 
(pictured) from Guyatt Park to Hoogley St in 1996.  

The CityCat ran from the University to the City 
and beyond.  

In 2014 a replacement CityCat terminal was built 
at the University and in agreement with the 
Council, the SLHG submitted information and 
several historic photos for some Historic signage 
as follows, although unfortunately no signage 
eventuated:  

 

The University of Queensland, the State’s first, opened at Old Government House Brisbane City in 

1911. Its success led to the search for a larger campus, and in 1926 philanthropists Dr James Mayne 

and his sister Mary Emelia donated £60,000 for the purchase of 222 acres (90 ha) of farmland at the 

eastern end of St Lucia. They proposed that ‘students could stroll the river banks while arguing the 

problems that exercised their minds’. The University ‘Mayne Centre’ is named in recognition of their 

foresight and significant contribution. 

 

The University layout and the Great Court were designed by Architects Hennessy, Hennessy & Co, with 

guidance from officers of the University and State Government led by Dr J Bradfield. The Great Court 

was orientated to the north-north-west to take advantage of the local climate, and to face a proposed 

bridge over the river to West End and the City.  

 

It was not until 1936 during the Great Depression that Premier Forgan Smith was able to allocate 

funds for the first buildings, and work began under the Unemployment Relief Scheme. Building ceased 

during World War II and the partially complete buildings became the headquarters of the Australian 

Military Forces. 

 

Work resumed in 1947 and the University moved to St Lucia in 1949. The continuing development of 

the University changed St Lucia from its sugar-cane farm origins to a thriving multicultural residential 

suburb with its own schools, churches, shops and community groups. 

 

The proposed bridge across the river was not built, but today the CityCat, buses and the Eleanor 

Schonell Bridge connect the University to the City. 

 

The University of Queensland continues to excel and is one of Australia’s premier sandstone 

Universities. Funded mainly by the State and Federal Governments, it still fosters the tradition of 

philanthropy.  
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6. TRAMS, TROLLEY BUSES, AND BUSES 

The horse-drawn trams began in Brisbane in 1885, 
but the closest they came to St Lucia was the corner 
of Vulture and Boundary Streets West End,75 so 
residents had a row-boat ride then a walk down 
Boundary Street. The horse trams were a financial 
disaster, despite, or because of, charging 1d a ride – 
many people preferred to keep on walking and save 
the considerable expense.76 

New Farm to West End horse drawn tram c.1890.77 

The privately owned Brisbane Tramways Company 
introduced electric trams in 189778 and the route in 
West End was extended via Vulture St and 

Hardgrave Rd to the Dornoch Tce junction.79 However this was still some distance from the 
Montague Rd-Austral St ferry operating to St Lucia at that time, and no use to the residents at the 
end of the peninsular.  

The trams also came to Toowong Cemetery and 
up Dean St to terminate at Miskin St in 1904.80 
Private buses and trams were never allowed to 
compete directly with the government owned 
railway and ferries, and that is still the case today. 

Toowong tram 1905. 
Picture Queensland Image 44042 
 

 

 

 

The West End tram that came partway along 
Montague Rd became the timekeeper for St 
Lucia; at eight o’clock each morning the driver 
would blow his whistle which was a signal to 
Lloyd Rees’s father to begin his walk down the 
dusty road to Toowong to catch the train.81 The 
noon whistle was the signal for the lunch-break at 
Ironside State School on the hill. West End tram 
in Queen St in 1949.82 

 

                                                 
75  Email from P Hyde/ Robert Thompson Brisbane Tramways Museum 22 June 2006. 
76  Talk by Brisbane Tramway Museum President Peter Hyde to SLHG members December 2004 
77  Brisbane Images BCC-B120-17042. 
78  Centenary of Local Government Royal Historical Society of Queensland Special Journal p. 54. 
79  Email from P Hyde/ Robert Thompson Brisbane Tramways Museum 22 June 2006 
80  Brisbane Tramway Museum News, and A City On The Move Brisbane City Council brochure. 
81  Rees L  Peaks and Valleys 1988 Collins. P 42 
82  Brisbane Images 
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In 1924 it was reported: 

 Representatives of the Toowong and Taringa councils, with representatives of the Progress 
Associations of the two municipalities recently decided to ask the South Brisbane Council to assist in an 
endeavour to have the West End tramway extended to the river at Hill End, and then across the river  to 
St Lucia and Ironsides [sic] School, and later to Fiveways.83 

The West End tram route was extended to connect to the ferry terminal at Hoogley St in 192584, and 
the Government was considering providing a vehicular ferry from West End capable of carrying a 
tram and six cars.85 A detail drawing shows a line being extended from the West End passenger ferry 
terminal to the waters edge, and onto a vehicle ferry capable of carrying 1 tram, 8 vehicles and 25 
seated passengers. The proposed landing site was not the existing passenger terminal, then at 
Laurence St where there is a steep bank, but further east to meet St Lucia Rd opposite Durham St.86 

 

The electric trams were also a financial disaster and were taken over in a decrepit state in 1923 by 
the State Government, and then passed to the Brisbane City Council upon its establishment in 1925.   

In 1926 when the land for the University was about to be purchased, Council would not commit to a 
bridge from West End within a specified time but committed to providing a tram line and bus service 
as soon as the need arose.87  

The first plan drawn of the University proposed for St Lucia in 1926 showed a tram route from 
Boundary St, across a river bridge to Mill Rd, and onwards along Hawken Dr perhaps to the then 

                                                 
83  Brisbane Courier 20 June 1924 p 5; 1 July 1924 p.6.c.7; 4 October 1924 p.9; 26 January 1925 p 15 
84  Email from P Hyde/ Robert Thompson Brisbane Tramways Museum 22 June 2006. 
85  Courier Mail 2 August 1935 p.14 c.4  
86  Fryer Library drawing pack UQFL 112 190 1-19. 
87  Thomis M I Prof. A Pl of Light and Learning 1985 University of Queensland Press p 160. 
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new proposed housing subdivisions of Coronation Park and St Lucia Heights.88  The plan was drawn 
in pencil and does not reproduce easily, but a segment follows showing a black line for the tram 
route up Mill Rd with the word ‘tram’ and an arrow head pointing along Hawken Dr. 

 

 

Before World War II, Council considered introducing trolley buses to Brisbane. In 1938 they advised 
the State Government that the proposed bridge to the St Lucia University at Boundary Rd West End 
should be designed to take trolley buses rather than trams.89 A route through West End to St Lucia 
Heights and return was proposed in 1940.90 A route through West End to serve the University was 
proposed by Council in 1944.91 A drawing of the proposed bridge shows a stylised trolley bus and 
overhead wires:92 

 

 

                                                 
88  A B Wilson, Queensland University Fryer Library Plan drawer Ref 250 
89  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1938-39 p 745,1149, 1233. The Courier-Mail 8 March 1939 p 2 c 5. 
90  Unknown newspaper  5 December 1940  
91  The Telegraph 29 June 1944  
92  The Telegraph 21 December 1939 p 4 c 3. 
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The war intervened and it wasn’t until 1947 that thirty trolley buses were ordered from England.  Ten 
of these were to replace the trams on the Botanical Gardens to Gregory Tce steep route.93 Twenty 
were for a new trolley bus service that was to operate a circular route from the City, through West 
End, over the proposed bridge, and back along Hawken Dr and Coronation Dr to the City.94 The 
Brisbane Tramway Museum has a drawing prepared for the route, and a ‘St Lucia’ nameplate for a 
proposed substation switchboard.95 

The Sunbeam chassis were ordered from Britain at a cost of about £4000 each,96 the bodies were 
ordered locally from Charles Hope Ltd at a cost of about £1850 each.97  Shortage of materials in 
post-war Britain meant that extensive delays occurred in the delivery of the chassis with the first not 
arriving until 1950.98  

 

 
New trolley bus for St Lucia 1951 

Brisbane Images B54-1570 

In 1950 Council noted that it would be ‘several years’ before the bridge would be built, and proposed 
an alternative route. The St Lucia bound trolley buses would leave the depot which was planned  for 
Castlemaine St Milton (now the bus terminal within Lang Park Stadium), and proceed along Cribb 
St, Coronation Dr, Sir Fred Schonell Dr and Mill Rd to the University, returning via Hawken Dr, 
Gailey Rd and Coronation Dr.99  

The route changed at various times;100 however the Brisbane Tramway Museum has the original 
detail design plans for almost the entire eventual route, and the following is the plan at the junction 
of Gailey Rd and St Lucia Rd, now Sir Fred Schonell Dr, the black spots are the poles for the 
overhead wires.101 

                                                 
93  Brisbane City Council Minutes 3 March 1952 p 831. 
94  Brisbane City Council Minutes 18 July 1950 p 64.  The Courier-Mail, 16 September 1947 p 12. 
95  Talk by Brisbane Tramway Museum President Peter Hyde to SLHG members December 2004 
96  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1947-48 p 439. 
97  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-52 p 678 
98  Slow at Frog – A Short History of the Brisbane Trolleybus System Brisbane Tramway Museum 2006 p3 
99  Brisbane City Council Minutes 18 July 1950 p 64; Telegraph 15 July 1950. 
100  The Courier-Mail 5 January 1951 p 3. 
101  Set of drawings of proposed St Lucia trolleybus route, 1949, Brisbane Tramway Museum. 
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Just two months later Council noted that roadworks and cabling were behind because of post-war 
labour and material shortages, and that there was expected to be insufficient power available to run 
the University service.  The start date was postponed one year.102 

Work began on installing overhead cables and upgrading roadways, and the proposed start date for 
the service was June 1951.103 A furore broke out within Brisbane City Council over the ‘despoiling’ 
of Coronation Dr by the overhead wires, and eventually the Council abandoned the whole project in 
the face of controversy.104 Thus no trolley bus service to St Lucia eventuated, and whilst some 
roadworks proceeded it is believed that no overhead cables were installed.  At the corner of Ryans 
Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr the Ironside Post Office and Store was relocated downhill away from 
the corner to allow for construction of the left turn lane for the trolley bus. A similar operation was 
carried out at the junction of Gailey Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr where the corner store was 
relocated back from the corner for a similar reason.105  

The substation switching board at Milton had the following sign installed on it:106 

 

Trolley buses commenced on the Gregory Tce route in August 1951. The last trams in Brisbane ran 
in April 1969.107 

                                                 
102  Brisbane City Council Minutes 3 March 1951 p 831; The Courier-Mail 5 October 1951 p 3. 
103  Brisbane City Council Minutes 13 February 1951 p 629. 
104  Slow at Frog – A Short History of the Brisbane Trolleybus System Brisbane Tramway Museum 2006 p4 
105  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950 - 1951 p 185 
106  Brisbane Tramway Museum courtesy President Peter Hyde 2015 
107  Clark H Brisbane Trams 1977 Transit Press. 
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Horse-drawn buses were the first form of multi-person transport introduced into Brisbane and they 
were privately operated, as of course were Cobb & Co horse-drawn coaches for the country runs. In 
December 1872 Alfred Roberts began the first bus service in the area: 

It really was a heavy wagonette, owned and driven by Alfred Roberts who lived at West Milton, as 
Taringa was then called, close to where the railway station is. The journey was from Robert’s house to 
Eagle St, fares were 1/- or 1/6 return. Mr Roberts warned intending passengers of his approach by bugle 
call. In addition to its regular use, the bus was hired by the residents to take them to evening 
entertainments in town or distant parts of the district.108 

Around 1900 a horse-drawn cab which seated eight people was for hire, basically operating from 
Toowong Railway Station.109 Lloyd Rees wrote of his experience: 

We went by train from Sandgate to Brisbane and from there to Toowong, where we caught one of Pye’s 
horse-drawn cabs.  It cost sixpence for the whole Rees family and it didn’t matter how many kids they 
squeezed in for the journey from the station to ‘Mobolon.110   

Sometime later a small bus ran from the Ironside Post Office and Store to the station.111 

In 1922, the first bus service to St Lucia was licensed, operated by Norman Turner it ran from the 
City through Toowong to St Lucia Rd (the Ironside Post Office and Store at the Ryans Rd junction). 
Local residents petitioned the Council in 1925 for a bus from Fiveways to connect to Toowong.112 
From 1925 the St Lucia Rd leg was deleted and the bus went up Gailey Rd to Swann Rd, and over 
the years was operated by S C Mullen, W A Donald and from 1931 J J O’Connell. The bus was a 
petrol powered vehicle in colours of cream and black.113 

The following photograph is possibly the St Lucia bus. 

 
‘Indooroopilly bus 1928’ PictureQueensland Neg 15136. 

In 1935 when the Government finally committed to building the University Mr O’Connell, offered to 
provide a special bus service for University Students in conjunction with the existing service.114 
However this was not permitted as it would have travelled into the area restricted by Council to force 
people to use the council owned ferry. 

                                                 
108  Brenan J, A Few Rough Reminiscences of Early Toowong, 1917, A Darbyshire private papers. 
109  Carmody granddaughter in St Lucia Gazette December 1978, p 5 c 4 Fryer Library. 
110  Rees L Peaks and Valleys Sydney:  Angus & Robertson, 1995 provided by M England. 
111  Carmody granddaughter op cit. 
112  The Brisbane Courier 26 December 1925 p.6; 4 June 1925 p 10. 
113  Notes from Bruce Sinclair, Taringa History Group 2009; The Brisbane Courier 13 March 1926 p11. 
114  The Courier-Mail  1 August 1935 p 13 c 8. 
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From 1937, the traditional route was amended to delete Gailey Rd and add St Lucia Rd, Ryans Rd, 
Carmody Rd, Swann Rd to Taringa, and return via the same route.  

In 1941 Council was calling tenders for three buses to be used between the ferry and the University 
when it would open in 1943.115 

In 1942, O’Connell was granted an extension of the service to Ironside School. From 1946 he was 
also allowed to operate a new service to Lambert and Long Pocket Rd.116 

In 1945 Council was proposing to operate three trailer-buses from the City to the University via 
Toowong.117 

In 1948 the Brisbane City Council acquired all private bus operators, the first of which was 
O’Connell’s fleet of eight buses, and it was purchased for £10,000.118 

 The bus fare to or from the city was sixpence, but in 1949 was increased to seven pence.119 

 

Picture is of the Indooroopilly bus in the 
1930s.120 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture is of an ex-O’Connell’s bus after 
it had been transferred to the BCC.121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1948, Council ran a skeleton service to the University, just eight buses per week, and even these 
had to be subsidised by the University; in 1949 Council agreed to provide an hourly service on 

                                                 
115  The Courier-Mail  27 August 1941. 
116  Notes from Bruce Sinclair, Taringa History Group April 2009 
117  The Telegraph 13 October 1945 p 3 c 8 
118  The Courier-Mail  24 December 1947 p 3 c 1. and 1 January 1948 p 3 c 4. 
119  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949-50 p 451 
120  Brisbane Images 
121  Courtesy Ian Lyons, Brisbane bus historian. 
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weekdays, without a subsidy.122  In 1951 the administrative section of the University moved to St 
Lucia, and the bus service was increased substantially to cope with the anticipated demand.123 

Percy Hanlon advises: 

By the 1960’s the roads used to get to Ironside School - Ryans, Carmody, Swann, and Baty - were all 
partly surfaced with a strip of bitumen edged by gravel.  Bus No 12 ran from the city along St Lucia Rd 
to the University very much like the 412 does today.  Bus No 11 ran up Ryans Rd and along Hawken 
Dr to the University, similar to the 411 route except that in recent years it has used Gailey Rd rather 
than Ryans Rd.  Bus No 14 ran up Ryans Rd before turning right along Swann to service Taringa; today 
No 414 still uses Ryans Rd on its way from the University to Taringa and Indooroopilly .124 

Much of the land was still open paddocks in the 1950s, and from her window in lower Ryans Rd 
Irene Scott was able to see the school bus leave the University; she would go and meet her children 
off it.125  

 
Bus No 33 at the University bus stop 10 May 1950 

Photograph courtesy Central Photographic Bureau Book 7 Photo 290, RHSQ. 

From 1971 until 1977 the new Indooroopilly Shoppingtown provided free buses through the suburbs 
and back to the shopping centre.126  

With the growth of the University, bus numbers grew dramatically, and bus movements in 2009 
number more than a hundred a day, yet still reflect our history in their route numbers. 

Liz Little reports: 

When St Thomas Aquinas School closed [in 1966] Father Hogan organized a city council bus to take 
the students to Holy Family School.  It was an existing bus route through St Lucia to Ironside State 
School and was extended to Indooroopilly. Priests had more influence in those days and bureaucracy 
wasn’t as complicated.127 
 

                                                 
122  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-49 p 615, 616. 
123  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1952-53 p 1177. 
124  Percy Hanlon presentation to SLHG, 2003. 
125  Record of discussion with Ron and Irene Scott 2003. 
126  St Lucia Gazette Vol. 4 No. 2. April 1977  
127  St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Primary School at St Lucia Liz Little SLHG 


