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1. DROUGHTS  

Australia is a land of ‘droughts and flooding rains’, and St Lucia is no exception. Today’s 
year-round green lawns and trees are more the result of irrigation than natural rain. The 
original bush was dry sclerophyll Forrest and examples of this can still be seen in places such 
as Ironside Park. In the first years of free settlement Brisbane experienced frequent droughts – 
1849, 1851, 1854, 1856 and 1858.1  

The early farmers of St Lucia struggled with severe droughts in 1864-6 and again in 1867-69. 
Hercules Sinnamon kept a diary of his time at the family farm at Seventeen Mile Rocks.  In 
his book he tells of many droughts, particularly the severe ones of 1902, 1919, 1946, 1951, 
1960 and 1969; many dry years occurred in between. He speaks of particularly hot days such 
as 43° in 1940.2 

Droughts and floods were the worst horrors faced by the early settlers.  Professor Mahoney 
noted in his research that the dam previously used by the sugar mill [at the junction of 
Campbell Rd and Jetty Rd] from about 1870 ‘was dry for the first time (in the drought of 
1902)’.3 

Lloyd Rees wrote in his autobiography, referring to St Lucia Rd: 

Cart after cart piled with prickly pear made its way along it, travelling out to the dairy farms 
where the pear from inland Queensland would provide both food and drink for the cattle in this 
time of great drought.  The three-year drought broke in 1903. 4 

The drought Lloyd Rees referred to was the ‘federation drought’ 1898-1903, generally 
recognised as the worst on record. It was towards the end of that drought that NSW poet 
Dorothea Mackellar wrote ‘My Country’.  

Cities coped largely because by today’s standards, the residents consumed little water. In 
Brisbane at least, most houses had no sewerage, and it was common for people to bathe only 
once a week, and family members used the same water, one after the other. Vegetable gardens 
in the back yard were watered by bucket. 

Grazier Henry Plantagenet Somerset moaned about the huge volumes of summer rains 
rushing down the rivers ‘to waste’. As an MLA he led a campaign to build a dam to ease the 
floods and relieve the droughts, but it took fifty years for his dream to become a reality – 
Somerset Dam was completed in 1959.  North Pine dam followed, and eventually in 1985 
Wivenhoe Dam. 

2. FLOODS 

The Brisbane River has a long history of flooding into its adjacent low-lying areas.  Explorer 
John Oxley in 1823 noted signs of past major flooding as he travelled to Goodna.  Major 
floods of 1841, 1843, 1845, 1857, 1864, 1873, 1875, 1887 and 1890, all brought much 
devastation to early Brisbane.  Floods are sometimes the result of decaying cyclones drifting 
down the coast and dumping heavy rain in the catchments of the Stanley, Brisbane and 
Bremer Rivers. The following extracts show the effects of storms and floods on Indooroopilly 
Pocket. 

The flood of 1864: 

                                                 
1  Thorpe W, Colonial Queensland, 1996, Queensland University Press, p.163. 
2  Sinnamon, H V [1980] The Gentlemen Farmers Paradise: Sinnamon, provided by J Magub and 
 Taringa History Group. 
3  Notes on a conversation of J C Mahoney with Mr J A Carmody, 1960, RQHS 
4  Marilyn England Paper op cit. 
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swept over the Pocket and several of the farmers and their families had to be rescued by boat 
from the roofs of their rough habitations, and this taught them to build on higher ground.5 

In October 1866 a terrible storm occurred: 

At Indooroopilly [Pocket] the storm began about 3 pm and for three-quarters of an hour the 
wind blew and a perfect hurricane, accompanied with very heavy rain. The thunder and 
lightening were not particularly intense and were followed with hailstones of a large size. After 
the tempest it was found that great damage had been done to the fences, those in the flats having 
been swept completely away by the sudden rush of the flood from the hills…About forty head 
of cattle belonging to Messrs Pitman & Co…escaped, and have not been heard of…6 

The flood of 1873 also caused much damage: 

The farmers…have suffered considerably from the late flood, the crops having been destroyed, 
and land, wharves, &c. having been loosened or flooded away. The roads have been repaired, 
but it needs a good sun to make them permanently passable.7 

In March 1890 flooding occurred again: 

In the St Lucia district about a dozen families were driven from their homes, and had to take 
refuge with kindly neighbours living on the high ground…8 

Yet again in 1892: 

[March] The creeks and water-holes on the St Lucia and Ironside estates were flooded to a 
considerable degree, and numerous wild fowl which had been driven from the coast were to be 
seen on the water-holes and lagoons.9 

Three cyclones in a two week period caused the Great Flood of 1893 which is still the worst 
ever recorded. In fact the 1893 flood was preceded by a ‘Severe Gale’ on 20th January and 
the newspaper reported: 

A very severe storm passed over Brisbane…The wind attained a velocity of sixty-five miles an 
hour [104 klms/hr] …the rain reached nearly four inches… 
In St Lucia and on the Ironside Estate… many outhouses and stables were completely wrecked, 
those attached to Mr G W Keith'’ residence being twisted and torn and partly carried away into 
the creek, while the cowsheds at the dwelling of Mr Fitzgerald were utterly ruined. The 
residences were, without exception all more or less damaged, the rain driving under the roofs 
with terrific force.  Further on, at Ironsides, the residence of Mrs Isador Robinson was badly 
struck. The house, a two storey one, occupies a fairly prominent position almost on the bank of 
the river, and during the early hours of the morning the veranda of the upper storey facing the 
south-east was carried away. As it rattled across the main roof the inmates were naturally much 
alarmed, and for some time thought the entire structure was about to be levelled.  The upper 
railings of the house were broken and much damage was otherwise sustained.  Fortunately none 
of the inmates were injured. 10 

Mr Keith lived in the vicinity of today’s Keith St, Mrs Robinson’s house was most likely 
Mobolon; Mr Fitzgerald’s location is not known 

There were three floods in Brisbane in February 1893 which left behind 35 dead, and a series 
of muddy, shattered suburbs. The first flood on the 4th was the highest at 23 feet 9 inches 
above mean spring tide level and the most devastating, followed by a slightly smaller one on 

                                                 
5  Brisbane Cutting Book  OM91-36 Box 9256 p.281 dated approximately 1917, JOL. 
6  The Brisbane Courier 29 October 1866, p.2.c.5. 
7  The Brisbane Courier 9 August 1873 p.5 c.4. 
8  The Brisbane Courier 17 March 1890 p.6 c.5. 
9  The Brisbane Courier, 15 March 1892 p.5 c.4 
10  The Brisbane Courier 23 January 1893 p 5 c 5. 
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the 13th and another, almost as high as the first on the 19th.11  The financial cost of the floods 
was a setback to a city already coping with a severe economic crisis. 

It is estimated that some 36 inches of rain fell in the catchments on 2nd February in twenty-
four hours.12  On 6th February 1893 ‘an enormous wall of water, carrying entire houses and 
trees on its crest was seen along the North Quay riverfront’ An eyewitness account of the 
flooding at the Indooroopilly bridge stated that ‘a wall of water’ swept away one of the 
spans’.13  Sections of the Victoria Bridge were also swept away. 

Photographs show the Regatta Hotel flooded to above the first floor handrail.  Although the 
railway constructed in 1875 through Toowong is elevated for most of its length, the original 
Toowong Station still went under the floodwater. 

At the Chasely St stone-steps off the Coronation Dr bikeway, there are four flood marker 
posts facing Coronation Dr.  The Great Flood reached 10.8 metres above AHD, about to the 
top of the dry-stone wall across the road in front of ‘Moorlands’.  The following map from the 
State Library shows the natural course of the river and the outlined shading either side shows 
the extent of flooding: 

 

 

Much has been written by others on the Great Flood, and the video Deluge has been released; 
the only notes added here refer specifically to St Lucia. The Great Flood of 4-6th February 
1893 is still the worse ever recorded and The Brisbane Courier reported:   

…a huge lake…right across Indooroopilly Pocket…the water was a considerable distance up the 
walls of Mr Gailey’s house, which was on an island…The St Lucia Estate was under water, and 
but little could be seen of Mr G W Keith’s residence.14 

The Evening Observer reported:  

On the St Lucia and Princess Bridge Estates twelve houses were surrounded by water on 
Saturday morning, and of this number only three remained on Sunday, those of Mr G W Keith, 
Mr G Green, and Mr Wallace. In Mr Green’s house, three families, representing twenty-six 
souls, were imprisoned during Saturday night, and on Sunday morning they signalled frantically 
for help.  This was difficult, owning to the current which was running round the house, but 

                                                 
11  The Brisbane Courier  29 January 1974 p.4.c.2.  and England M, The 1893 floods; Indooroopilly to 
  Milton, Journal Vol 20 No 3.  
12  Waterson & French [1987] From the Frontier University of Queensland Press. 
13  de Vries S & J Historic Brisbane Convict Settlement to River City Pandanus Press 2004 p 99 and 103. 
14  The Brisbane Courier 6 February 1893 p 3 c 5 researched by M England. 
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eventually three young men succeeded in reaching the unfortunate people, and successfully 
landed one boat load.  A police boat from Toowong then made the attempt with the same 
success and after three trips by each boat the three families were landed on dry ground, half a 
mile [0.8 klms] from the house in which they had spent such an anxious night.  Scarcely had 
these people been safely landed, the house which adjoined the one in which they were raised, 
rose in the water, and collapsed with a giant crash.  All this time Mr Keith’s house was watched 
with anxiety, but fortunately owing to the formation of the land surrounding it the current was 
diverted on both sides of the house, and considerably diminished the flow of water.  Two house 
situated on the River Bend Estate were turned completely over and broken up, and a third was 
shifted on to [sic] the Ironside Estate, where with some difficulty it was made secure. 15 

The Queenslander reported:   

…Mr. Gailey's residence could be seen distinctly with the water rising about it…16 
On Sunday afternoon Messrs. Dodd and Fitzgerald of Toowong, were the means of preventing 
great loss of life at St. Lucia, whence they rescued about thirty people from Mr Green's house.17  

The Brisbane Courier reported:   

…the water was a considerable distance up the walls of Mr Gailey’s house, which was on an 
island...18 

 
Two photographs of St Lucia taken from Orleigh Park West End that don’t quite join together. They 
show St Lucia immediately after the flood. The old sugar mill can be seen towards the far left, and the 

large roof of Glenolive Lodge is visible in the middle of the right hand photograph. 

Prof. Robinson reports: 

Crops were destroyed, families rendered homeless, there was much immediate distress.  After 
the floods, swamps filled large areas.  The Ironside store floated off its stumps [in Guyatt Park] 
but was tied securely to a post with a wire clothes line… The height of the flood may be gauged 
from the fact that it covered the present Cinema hill [Avalon Theatre] and floated a horse 
marooned on top. 
Three or four cottages on the University site were washed away, including those of Raven, 
McGrath and Westwood.  Twenty-seven people took refuge in the former Dart homestead [near 
the Rugby Clubhouse, Sir William MacGregor Dr] until rescued whilst the waters were still 
rising.  The sugar mill itself [near the University Boat Shed] with its tall chimney was destroyed 
by the flood.  Further settlement was retarded for many years. 19   

The Taringa Divisional Board noted: 

The Districts most affected were the Long Pocket, Witton Estate and St Lucia; out of twelve 
homesteads in Long Pocket only four being now left, the rest having been washed away...the 
Long Pocket Rd had suffered greatly… 

                                                 
15  The Evening Observer 8 February 1893 p 2 c 7; The Brisbane Courier 8 February 1893 p 3 c 4. 
16  The Queenslander  11 February 1893 p 247 c 2 ;The Brisbane Courier 10 February 1893 p 6 c 2. 
17  The Queenslander  18 February 1893 p 323 c 7 researched by M England. 
18  The Brisbane Courier 6 February 1893 p 3 c 5 researched by M England. 
19  Robinson F W Prof. 1952, The University of Queensland and other Universities. UQFL 
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The following places required attending to and repairing: …in No. 3 Subdivision, the Toowong 
Creek Bridge, near Mr Gailey’s residence.20 
 
The end piers of the bridge over Toowong Creek, on the St Lucia Rd, had been forced into the 
creek by the bank slipping, and the end spans dropped.21 
 

One of Mr David Guyatt’s granddaughters 
said in a newspaper article in 1978 that her 
grandfather’s house in Bryce St [corner of Sir 
Fred Schonell Dr] was caught up in the 1893 
flood and the article included the adjacent 
photograph of the house floating in the water. 
22 The photo is in fact an extract from a larger 
one published in full in 1970.23  

 

 

 

 

 

The even tenor of a mainly rural life was resumed... with a gradually increasing suburban 
expansion in the later decades, mainly from the Toowong side. 

The population of the area in 1893 was about 40 – 50 families; flooding was reasonably 
common. About half the population lived on St Lucia Estate -the now University hill - 
including the pioneer farmers Carmody and Mccaffrey. The other half lived in the vicinity of 
Ryans Rd. The few people on the flats such as Raven, Robinson, and four families in the now 
Macquarie St area, no doubt lost their homes but some stayed in the area afterwards.24   

The Diamond Jubilee book of Ironside State School reports: 

Turning aside temporarily from the general school routine, Mr and Mrs Loney became district 
organisers for the relief of the destitute; the school and residence became a centre of community 
activity; food was distributed and clothing prepared and passed on to those in need of garments, 
and the financial resources of the Head Teacher and his good wife were ungrudgingly dispensed 
to meet emergencies as they arose. 25 

In a written speech to the St Lucia History Group in 2002, Eric Hudd, whose grandparents 
lived on Mill Rd higher than the Dart’s reports:26 

During the 1893 flood the Hudds took turns with the other fifteen or so families to keep watch 
on the rising waters of the river, but the banks prevented any of the houses being flooded, 
though the area was isolated for a time.  

Lloyd Rees writing in his autobiography Peaks and Valleys wrote about his life as a child in 
the house called Mobolon, on the corner of Bryce St and Hiron St, now Guyatt Park: 

                                                 
20  The Brisbane Courier, 23 February 1893 p.3. 
21  The Brisbane Courier, 9 March 1893 p.6. 
22  St Lucia Gazette  Vol. 5 No.7 December 1978 p 5 c 5 Fryer Library University of Queensland. 
23  Ironside State School Centenary Book 1970. 
24  Post Office Directories 1893, 1894/95, 1895/96 The State Library of Queensland. 
25  Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee 1930 provided by C Dyer. 
26  Brown P. Record of interview with Eric Hudd 2004. 
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The front entrance…faced an overgrown ruin, with the jagged ends of paths and concrete 
foundations jutting over a cliff where land and house had fallen into the rising river. A feature of 
‘Mobolon’ was a dark brown dado on the walls of the upstairs rooms and so often did I ponder 
over why the owners painted the lower sections of the walls and left the upper parts raw timber 
that finally I questioned Father about it.  ‘Oh, that isn’t paint,’ he replied calmly, ‘those are the 
flood marks.’  …this revelation made me realise the enormity of the ’93 floods. 27 

The house that had fallen in the river was probably that of Robert Lee Bryce who was a 
Freemason and it was reported: 

Many of his lares et penates [the sanctities of home], the collection of years, were utterly 
destroyed or lost, and amongst the latter was an address in vellum which had been presented to 
him some fourteen years ago by the members of the Masonic Lodge in Scotland, where he had 
occupied the chair as master for three successive years.  The floods washed the vellum out of his 
home, and, having been given up as lost months ago, Mr Lee-Bryce was agreeably surprised to 
have it returned to him on Thursday by a gentleman who had found it on the river bank on the 
previous day, and who, being a “brother of the mystic tie,” at once discovered who the owner of 
the document was. Fortunately, although the parchment is considerably the worse of its 
immersion, the writing on it is still perfectly legible, and it will no doubt be more prized than 
ever by its recipient, not only as a memento of old associations but also of the deluge of 1893.28 

 

 

Photograph taken of the 1893 flood probably from Aston Tce Toowong, with West End on 
the left, Toowong Creek in the foreground, Glenolive House on the middle ridge,  Ryans Rd 
ridge behind the House to the right, and Highgate Hill at the rear left. Courtesy John Oxley 
Library. 

A further flood occurred just two weeks later, on the 19th February 1893, peaking some ten 
inches below the earlier flood. 

A flood occurred again just four months later in June 1893. 

                                                 
27  L Rees Peaks and Valleys p 15. 
28  Brisbane Courier 1 July 1893 p.4, researched by Dotti Kemp. 
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More floods occurred in 1898, 1908, 1925, 1927, 1931, 1944, 1951, 1955, 1968, 1973 and 
1974.29 

Ruth Gillespie lived at Jerdanefield in the 1920s and ‘remembers the big floods that occurred 
while they lived in St. Lucia and the small house that the floodwaters dumped onto Kaye’s 
Rocks’.30 

The 1931 flood was particularly high, and this and previous floods led to the current 
Queensland University Great Court being built on the highest point, surrounded by the lower 
lying sports fields. The following photograph taken from West End shows the University site, 
prior to construction, after the flood.31 

 

 

That flood caused both ferry pontoons at Laurence St St Lucia, and Hoogley St West End, to 
sink, to have their gangways smashed and the embankments destabilised.32 The Dickenson 
family have provided a photo of the Laurence St shed under water.33 

 

The photographs below were provided by Joan Haig and the first shows Lenore Jensen’s 
parent’s house on the south-east corner of Mitre St and St Lucia Rd. The second shows 
Allen’s store just opposite Lenore’s home, with her parents on the right of the photograph. 

                                                 
29  Sinnamon H V op cit. 
30  Marilyn England  Jerdanefield 1922- 1927– interview with Ruth Gillespie  2003. 
31  Prof Alcock Collection  Fryer Library University of Queensland 
32  Hanlon, Percy, 2003 St Lucia Ferries Paper presented to SLHG.  
33  Refer A Derbyshire. 
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Throughout Brisbane the lower lying flood prone areas have often been turned into sports 
fields – Lang Park, Milton Tennis Centre, Toowong Bowls Club, Ballymore etc.  The last 
remaining old houses in Sandford St, Austral St and across the river in West End, show how 
the living areas were always built up on timber stumps to be above the more usual lower flood 
levels.  

In 1953 the Somerset Dam was built on the Stanley River, a main tributary of the Brisbane 
River, to alleviate the flood situation.  However another major flood occurred on Australia 
Day, Saturday 26 January 1974, when the headwaters again received torrential post-cyclone 
rain.  The flood wrought untold havoc over wide areas of Brisbane and Ipswich.  It was 
however about three metres lower than the Great Flood of 1893 partly because of the removal 
of the bar at the Brisbane River mouth, dredging, and the effect of the Somerset Dam.  The 
Government made maps of the flooded areas and took aerial photos. 

 

 
 

Despite many floods over the years, memories are short and many new buildings had been 
erected in St Lucia since the last major flood of 1931.  In general terms the 1974 flood 
covered only the low lying areas of St Lucia – Sandford St, Guyatt Park and Brisbane St, 
Macquarie St and all the low area behind, all the University playing fields and lakes, and the 
lower areas of The Esplanade, Hillside Tce and the Golf Links.  The main University 
buildings, residential colleges and the cricket oval No 2, all remained above the flood level, 
having been specifically designed with the records of the Great Flood of 1893 to hand. 
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University of Queensland in the 1974 flood 

State Library of Queensland Negative 177196p. 

The daily newspapers published photographs and articles, including a number of St Lucia; 
most of these are not clear enough to reproduce here.   On the Tuesday following the flood 
The Courier-Mail had an aerial view of the University on page three, headed ‘Island 
University’. The same edition carried photographs of students overlooking flooded Jack Cook 
Memorial Park from their Highview Tce apartments with a sign reading ‘St Lucia’s Waters 
Canal Development – Prestige Apartments – Swimmers only’.34  The following day page two 
had another aerial photograph of the University entitled ‘The Great Brain Drain’, and another 
panorama shot was published on the 9th February. Later the attention was on clean-up, and 
The Courier-Mail published a photograph of a Mrs M Harlock who lived in a dry street but 
who ‘had walked until she found a local street where she could help’.   

The Daily Telegraph printed the following photograph in which the Avalon Theatre can be 
seen upper right, surrounded by cars trying to get above the flood level.35 

 

                                                 
34  The Courier-Mail  29 January 1974 p 11 c 2 
35  The Daily Telegraph 28 January 1974 page 6. The Sunday Mail Colour Magazine 24 February 1974  
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Local Sandford Street resident Dorothy Beavis remembers: 

It was about 2 ½ feet in our house [which was set up on approximately 7 feet high stumps]. The 
worst thing about losing everything was the photos, because you can’t get photos back of the 
kids growing up. The Army had barricades in this area and controlled the movement of 
authorised people…36 

Two hundred homes in St Lucia were inundated, many with water over the roof. The Rector 
of Christ Church reported that the Church became a centre for ecumenical and community 
effort, 

The initial stage of rescue soon gave place to the task of caring for and billeting those who had 
been rescued. Many people had no time to bring even a change of clothes with them, so the 
establishment of a clothing centre quickly followed. Meantime it was necessary to protect the 
property and possessions of those who were flood affected from looters. Patrols were sent out 
from the hall right through the night, and the relief centre was manned twenty-four hours a day 
for many weeks.37 

John Kerr writes: 

Rescued and rescuers made the [Anglican Church] Parish Hall a temporary home. Clothing was 
needed for those arriving with none, as well as shelter, beds and meals. Two hundred homes 
were affected, some with roof top covered. 
A huge team of volunteers worked tirelessly at the church hall and under-croft which functioned 
24 hours a day and stayed open long after the floodwaters receded. The retreat of the water was 
followed by a massive cleanup. Some residents moved to new suburbs and others lifted their 
homes to escape the worst flood in the future. 38 

 

 

Store at 88 Gailey Rd, in the 1974 flood, from Bob Browning’s scrapbook. 

 

                                                 
36  Chamberlain L, Toowong, A Tram Ride from the Past, 2008, Toowong &District History Soc Inc.  p.51. 
37  Christ Church St Lucia, 25 years, unpaginated. 
38  Kerr J Christ Church St Lucia 40 Years 2002 p. 45. 
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The Avalon Theatre, surrounded by parked cars during the flood, also became a community 
centre, providing meals, clothing and rest to the local people.39 

Local resident Val Waring notes ‘Queensland University organized for its staff to help with 
the clean up…’40 

 

Joan Haig’s mother was rescued by 
boat but insisted on taking with her a 
special hat in a hat box – not the one 
on her head in this photograph 
courtesy of Joan. 

Joan also provided the following photo 
of the supermarket at the corner of 
Mitre St and Sir Fred Schonell Drive 
showing the watermark level with the 
roof of the telephone kiosk. 

 

  

The flood wreaked havoc over the Long Pocket Golf course: 

 At Long Pocket almost the entire course was under water. The 
view from the clubhouse was a virtual sea of water right through 
beyond Tennyson and Yeronga. When the water receded some of 
the fairways were under as much as 15 inches of mud and a grader 
had to be used to remove it.41 

 

Photograph courtesy BCC. 

 

 

In 1985 the Wivenhoe Dam was completed which provided further water storage and another 
line of defence for flooding from the upper catchments of the Brisbane River.  No such dam 
has been built on the Bremer.  Council Engineers produced revised maps to indicate where the 

                                                 
39  Pers. com. Mrs Isabel Fong nearby resident. 2005. 
40  England M, Toowong, Tales of Toowong and early Brisbane, 2009, West Toowong Community 
Association Inc. p 113. 
41‘A Half Century of Golf 1926 – 1976’, and ‘The new Club House Opening’, 1985, Indooroopilly Golf Club. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/16Droughts                                                         Page 14 of 57 Printed 09 October 2017 

hopefully reduced flooding could occur.  They permited new development in the areas 
between the 1974 flood and the new lower forecast levels.   

The Q100 [1-in-a-100-year] flood level used for design was 3.7 above AHD at the Port 
Office, although later calculations have indicated a lower level of 3.3. The Q100 forecast 
levels are ‘a statistical estimate of the average period in years between the occurrence of a 
flood of a given size or larger.’  It has been known for two floods to occur within weeks of 
each other, and of course flood records only go back less than two hundred years. 

As an example, if Riverford 72 Sandford St (built in 1980) had been built in 1893 it is 
estimated that the residents on Level 1 [already two levels of garages up] would have had 
water over their heads!  If Riverford had been built prior to 1974, the water would have been 
head high on the upper parking level. The 2010 forecast level for Riverford in what is called a 
Q100 flood occurrence was almost to the full height of the ground level of parking.42   

Another major flood occurred on 13th January 2011 caused by some 600mm of rain falling in 
a matter of hours, not over Brisbane but in the catchments of the Brisbane and Bremer Rivers, 
causing some 30 deaths in a wave of water through the Lockyer Valley. The subsequent flood 
in Brisbane reached a height some one metre below the 1974 flood but more than one metre 
over the Council forecast flood, causing much devastation. City buildings had their basements 
and part ground floors flooded as did the QPAC, Museum, Library, Art Gallery etc. All low-
lying areas of St Lucia flooded with swirling dirty water up to 6.metres above high tide level.  

The St Lucia Golf Links were flooded yet again: 

 

 

and the Indooroopilly Golf Club at Long Pocket suffered too: 

                                                 
42  Brisbane Water 1974 Flood level and Q100 forecast, marked Plan  19 December 2001. 
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Many areas of the University also suffered considerable damage costing many millions of 
dollars to repair, as partially depicted in the following photograph taken 14 January 2011, as 
the waters subsided. 

 
 

The preceding three photographs courtesy Skyepics.com.au 

The following photograph of the flood at the corner of Mitre Street and Sir Fred Schonell 
Drive is indicative of the depth of water and the damage done in that part of the suburb. 
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13 January 2011. Photo courtesy G Ramadge 
 

 
241 Sir Fred Schonell Drive after 2011 floods with ‘high tide’ mark shown half way up window. 

3. LAND VALUES 

The following information has been tabled only to provide a guide to how land values have 
changed over the years. 

To summarise it is necessary to work with the standard Lot size, 16 perches, although most 
people bought two adjacent Lots:  

In 1859 the pioneer farmers paid two shillings [1/10th of a £] for each 16 perches of their 
land. 

Twenty-five years later the developers paid about £4 for the same unit, and tried 
unsuccessfully to sell it at about £25.  After the 1893 flood the low-lying land was offered for 
sale at £1, and thirty years later was still only selling for perhaps £20 per Lot 
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Land above flood level was marketed unsuccessfully in the 1920s for about £60 a Lot, and the 
Council purchased all the University land both high and low, for an equivalent of £27 per Lot. 

With the advent of the University, high land was selling for £50 in the 1930s and perhaps 
£200 in the late 1940s when the market improved. 

After the 1974 flood the Alveys sold their five adjacent riverfront Lots including a cottage and 
the factory in Macquarie St for $250,000. 

Today even low-lying riverfront land in St Lucia is valued at up to $700,000 per 16 perches, 
compared to two shillings [20c] about one hundred and fifty years ago! 

Examples of value: 

1852 Ref 4.11 upset price of land – town £100 suburban £2 per acre 
1857 country lots £1 upset price sold for £1-6 per acre 
1859 country lots upset price £1, sold at that. 
1860  1d per pound for picking cotton 
1868 Farm labourers paid about £25 p.a. [Pugh’s Almanac 1868  p 251] 
1876 Ref 4.14 sale of Gailey land 165 acres for £4000 
1876 Healy raises a mortgage possibly on Portions 17, 18 of £1000 for 45 acres 
1882 mortgage by Wilson on about 190 acres £7,600 
1884 Wilson sells 103 acres, £10,000 mortgage 
1886 Potts pays mortgage value £1258 for two acres 
  Dart mortgages 31 for £ 5000, for 53 acres 
1892 wages to servants £35 pa plus board; labourers £100 pa but only if full years work 
  could be  found school; teachers £100 pa; constables £120 pa.43 
1899 2 acres mortgaged for £170 Residential p 21 
1914 Developer donates land to Methodist Church value £93 for 2 Lots, 37 perches 
1921 Ref 4.22 Anglican Church history – 5 allotments at Macquarie St about 115  
  perches i.e.  nearly ¾ acre sold in 1921 for £131 in total – say £180 per acre. 
  Church hall in 1921 size 40 x 20 ft cost £430 
  Church hall 1929 size 50 x 22 cost £410 
  1934 vicar’s stipend £250 pa 
  School hall purchased 1935 for £80, moved and re-erected for £94 
1922 Coronation Park selling for £60 – 120 
1924 Lenore Jensen’s parents purchased their two blocks for £40 
  Joan Haig’s parents purchased their two blocks for £40 
1926  Ref 4.17 BCC purchased 200 acres for £50,000 and 10 acres for £5000 for  
  University, i.e. ave.  £262 per acre or = £26 for a 16 perch block. 
1926  Alvey purchased 18 perch block for factory for £52 on riverfront 
1926 Golf club purchased 124 acres for £8500 i.e. average £68 per acre, all flood prone 
1926 Golf club annual sub £4/4/0, average weekly wage  
1929 Ironside School purchased 18 p blocks on First Ave for £20 each 
1933 Ironside School purchased 18 p block on Central Ave for £55  
1934 Ironside School purchased 23 p blocks on Central Ave for £45 each 
1935 Rosamond Siemon reports her parents paid £100 for a block on Central Ave 
1936 Coronation Park Estate blocks selling for £60 for a larger than normal [20p] lot  
1946 Joan Haig reports that Mrs Cox purchased land on Raven between Depper and  
  Sisley for £50,  
1947 Anglican Church purchased three 16 perch Lots on the corner of Central and Ninth 
  for £635,  i.e. £212 per Lot perhaps reflecting the prime position 
1949 BCC resumed land on Carmody Rd for St Lucia Park at £850 for 2r 17p, i.e. £140 
  per 16p 
1952  Anglican Church purchased for £996 the four adjacent larger Lots on Ninth Ave,  
  total 120  perches, equal to £133 per 16p Lot 

                                                 
43  Lawson, R. [1973] Brisbane in the 1890s University of Queensland Press p. 62. 
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1954  No 3 Baty St run down two bed house £350 on large block 
1957  Macquarie St Anglican land except Avalon Theatre sold to the diocese for £4000. 
1976 Macquarie St riverfront land and buildings owned by Alveys sold for $50,000 per 
  Lot. 

 

4. HERITAGE LISTINGS  

A search of public registers for heritage buildings has found the following information: 

4.1  NATIONAL TRUST 

 No buildings recorded for St Lucia as at 2011. 

4.2  AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE PLACES INVENTORY 

 Under St Lucia the website heritage.gov.au at September 1011 lists the following: 

  Forgan Smith Building /Duhig Library University of Queensland 

  Hartley Teakle Building University of Queensland 

  396 Swann Rd Karl & Gertrude Langer House 

4.2  QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT: Public Heritage Register 

The Heritage Register accessed 14 September 2011includes four places:44 

4.2.1 Vida & Jayne Lahey’s house  99 Sir Fred Schonell Dr  

Vida was a prominent female artist. This house is possibly listed for the significance of the 
Lahey’s residence in the 1950s and 1960s, rather than the house itself which is believed to 
have been transported to the site from the country 

  Inv ID 15091 Pl ID 600316    Lot Plan 128 RP 23306 

4.2.2 Karl & Gertrude Langer House 396 Swann Rd   

Citation not inspected.  St Lucia History Group member Laurie West gave a speech to the 
Group on 6 Sept 2003 outlining the history of the Langers, who were well known architects.  
They are reputed to have introduced ‘modernism’ to Brisbane and designed and lived in this 
example of their work.45 

  Inv ID 15092 Pl ID 600317 Lot Plan 2 RP 94375 

4.2.3 University of Queensland,  Great Court Complex 

The Brisbane City Council Historian, Chris Robertson, advises that all land under the control 
of the University of Queensland has been designated ‘Community Infrastructure’ by the State 
Government, thus making it exempt from Brisbane City Council controls.46 However the 
entire campus had been nominated for State Heritage Listing but by 2012 only the Great 
Court had been listed. Cairngorm in Walcott St had an application prepared in 1997 for entry 

                                                 
44 Email 14 September 2011 from Ketter Joanne [joanne.ketter@derm.qld.gov.au]; on behalf of; heritage 
registrar [Heritage.Registrar@derm.qld.gov.au] 
45  St Lucia History Group Minutes 6 September 2003. 
46 Brisbane City Council, Chris Robertson letter to Brown 7 April 2004 Ref AO4/39577. 
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in the heritage register, but no entry occurs.47 That building is now used as the University 
Alumni Centre, for further information see 4.4.6 Cairngorm. 

  Inv ID 15800 Pl ID 601025 Lot Plan 382SL6788 

University of Queensland Forgan Smith Tower and Law Building 

 
‘The Forgan Smith Tower was intended as the main entrance to the University and the pivot of 
the whole, perfectly symmetrical semicircle of buildings of the Hennessy design. The fading 
years of the Art Deco period are clearly visible in the geometric shapes of the buildings and the 
bas-relief of much of the ornamentation. The Tower was originally designed as a campanile and 
the present long parallel windows were open fretwork carvings of native flora and fauns; these 
were later removed when the dictates of space meant the Faculty of Agriculture would use the 
rooms of the Tower.’48  

Other sections of the main building also illustrate Art Deco characteristics as shown in the 
Law Entrance: 

 

                                                 
47 Howells, Mary and Fallon, Ann  Cairngorm Cultural Heritage Report 1997 provided by C Dyer. 
48  Chris McVinish ‘Impressions of the University of Queensland’ 1982 UQ Press. 
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4.2.4 University of Queensland  Union College Complex ID 602504  

 

4.3   BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL:  

The BCC Heritage Register lists 13 places on its website Brisbane.qld.gov.au as at 13 
September 2011: 

4.3.1 Dual listing with State 

The Great Court of the University, refers to State Government ID 601025 

Union College at the University, refers to State Government ID 602504. 

99 Sir Fred Schonell Dr, Vida Lahey’s house – Wonga Wallen, refers to State Government ID 
600316.   

4.3.2 Ferry shed at the end of Laurence St; citation has not been inspected. 

4.3.3 Ironside State School, the citation reads: 

The replacement main school building was erected in 1935-6 at a cost of £2,967.  The building 
is a substantial, Inter-war period, purpose designed, brick and tile Queensland school building.  
Georgian in inspiration, generous in dimension, economical but thoughtful in detail and robust 
in everything. 
Importantly the school has been integral in developing a sense of community in the district… 
the school buildings represent and reflect the various stages of development which have 
occurred within the area, it is important in demonstrating the evolution of pattern of the local 
area’s history. 49 

4.3.4 Munsala W A Back’s residence 209 Hawken Drive 

 

 
Brisbane Images B54-1975  to 1979 

The Sunday Mail of 17 June 1951 published an illustrated article on this house: 

                                                 
49  Toowong-Indooroopilly Local Area Plan Heritage and Character Study, public display document,  
 Brisbane City Council 2001, BCC Archives. The Courier-Mail 13 August 1948 p 4. 
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The Brisbane City Council Heritage citation describes this house as: 

…arguably one of the best examples of an Art Deco / Modern Style house, with an original lift 
which is a relative rarity for any house in Brisbane and certainly rare for a house of this age. The 
house was built c 1949; the owner was W A Back, the builder Cramphorn and Millin [sic Milne] 
[Further descriptive material is included in the citation.]  
This is a local landmark, owing to its prominent height and distinctive features…has an 
impressive scale and quality of design. The design features strong horizontal lines, achieved in 
its capped parapet, flat cantilevered concrete window hoods and solid balustrade over the 
entry…the streamlines corners and steel framed casement windows.  The Art Deco features 
include the semi- circular swept parapet line on the lift tower combined with porthole window, 
the stripped classical columns around the entry and the crisp geometric mouldings of the 
parapet.50’ 

                                                 
50  Brisbane City Council Heritage Citation 2003 
 Photos from BCC Brisbane Images Website 
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Mr Back was one of the syndicate of business people who subdivided land and marketed it 
as Coronation Park Estate between 1924 and 1947. This house is one of the Lots of that 
Estate. 

 
WA  Back 1950s courtesy Ruth Bonetti (granddaughter) 

Wilhelm Anders Back was born July 29, 1886 at Munsala, Finland. In 
1902 he sailed from Hangö, and arrived in Bangalow NSW 17 January 1903 having arrived in 
Australia aged 16 with just £200. He is credited with building 100 houses in Mullumbimby 
and ‘carving out’ 30 dairy farms.’ He died 2 April 1974. 

His granddaughter’s understanding is that Back picked up plans on a visit to America in 1950, 
and the builders were Cramphorn and Millin [sic Milne] in the early 50’s. 51 

The house was named Munsala after Mr Black’s place of birth as shown in this photo of Mr 
Back’s son Elwyn and his family at the front door of the house.52 

 

After his death the house became the American Consulate in Brisbane, and later for about 
twenty-five years c. 1970/1980 the home of the later Governor-General of Australia, Dame 
Quentin Bryce, and her family. The house was purchased in 2002 for more than a million 
dollars and despite the Heritage listing it was completely repainted on the outside, destroying 
the banded colour brickwork effect, so much a part of the Art Deco design. 

                                                 
51  Email 11/07/2014 from Ruth Bonetti to author 
52  Email 19/02/2015 from Ruth Bonetti to author 
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For further information on Mr Back see Paper 11 Residential Development – Coronation Park 
Estate; also paper 15 Industrial and Retail – Bob Browning. 

4.3.5 Forrest Residence 4 Jerdanefield Rd  

(See also Paper 11 Residential Development) In 1936/7 Mr P M Forrest, a retired grazier, and 
a keen art collector had this house designed and built with ample but controlled light to be a 
place to display his art in a gallery setting.53 The citation describes this house as:   

…exhibiting the Mediterranean Style Modernism of the Leslie Wilkinson School. Lucas and 
Cummings designed this building; it was erected c 1937 for Mr Philip Forrest and received an 
award for ‘meritorious architecture’ from the Queensland Chapter of the Royal Institute of 
Architects. In 1948 the BCC purchased the house to convert into five flats to provide 
accommodation for overseas staff.54The BCC disposed of the house in 1957. [Further 
descriptive material is included in the citation; see also later Council reference re external 
painting and purchase price.55] 

4.3.6 Ardwyn, Thompson Residence 93 Ryans Road.  

The citation describes this house as:  

… a two-storey Interwar Tudor style house designed by architect Mervyn Rylance for Reginald 
Thompson. It was described in The Courier-Mail of 30 November 1937 as an example of the 
new spirit in home building in which comfort and convenience of interior layout were the first 
thought.  [Further descriptive material is included in the citation.] 

In 2013 it was advertised for sale in the South West News 8 October, and is believed to have 
been sold in January 2014 for $1,299,000.56 

 

                                                 
53  St Lucia History Group discussions 7 May 2005. The Courier-Mail 21 March 1936 p 16. 
54  BCC Meeting Minutes  1947-8 p 42 
55  BCC Meeting Minutes 1951/1952 p 644 Item 163; The Courier-Mail 17 July 1948 p 3. 
56 The Courier-Mail 25 January 2014 Real Estate Supplement 
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4.3.7 Uniting Church, Anglican Church, Catholic Church. 

Citations not inspected 

4.3.8 Avalon Theatre University of Queensland  

(see separate Paper on Community – Progress Hall) 

 

The street façade of this building exhibits many characteristics of the Art Deco Style in a 
restrained format. These include the symmetrical design of the stepped parapet, vertical piers 
and monumental entrance.57 

4.3.9 BCC Commercial Character Building Register. [Inspected 21 March 2004] 

This register and the following City Plan references may no longer apply, as it is possible that 
such buildings are incorporated in the Local Area Plan being prepared for St Lucia/Taringa. 
Comment added 13 September 2011 

This covers ‘corner shops’ and includes: 

 264 Swann Rd 

 266 Swann Rd 

 30 Hawken Dr 

 88 Gailey Rd [listed as 4 Prospect Tce] 

4.3.10 BCC Heritage Plans 

Toowong-Indooroopilly District Character and Heritage Assessment, City Plan Map.  
Inspected courtesy Cr. Judy Magub. 

                                                 
57  Brisbane City Council Heritage Citation 2003 
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This year 2000 map [not updated] indicates character buildings pre 1946 that still remain, the 
information source apparently being the 1946 aerial photographs.  Buildings already 
demolished prior to 2000 are obviously excluded, for example no houses are shown on 
Sandford St river frontage yet it is known quite a number existed.  The plan also shows 
Heritage Places under investigation, Commercial, State Heritage and Demolition Control 
Precincts.  . 

Heritage Places and Demolition Control Precincts, City Plan Map 3 effective 1 January 2003. 

This plan has been inspected but at a very small scale, and seems to be different to the map 
referred to above.  In St Lucia it appears to show quite a number of places listed as having 
some control over them.  These are mainly those places included in the heritage register above 
plus others such individual houses, which are not readily identifiable on the map. 

In 2016 the BCC introduced a Temporary Local Planning Instrument that covered pre-1911 
buildings, but did not list any in St Lucia..58 

4.4 KEY BUILDINGS STILL STANDING BUT NOT INCLUDED ON ANY REGISTER: 

4.4.1 Sisley’s House 

 
15 Sisley St built c 1888 photo courtesy RHSQ (2002) 

15 Sisley Street, probably the oldest house remaining in St Lucia, some of its history is 
described in the following unaccredited document at the RHSQ (probably a citation for BCC 
heritage listing that was never accepted). However the reason given there for naming the 
street is wrong – it was named after local pioneer resident Numa Sisley in 1893 when his 
niece Barbara was only eight years old, not even in Australia and not then famous. 

                                                 
58 The Courier Mail 9 December 2016 p 59 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/16Droughts                                                         Page 26 of 57 Printed 09 October 2017 

 

 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/16Droughts                                                         Page 27 of 57 Printed 09 October 2017 

Mrs D Kemp has researched both the family and the house and the following is included by 
her kind permission:59 

Numa Sisley purchased an acre of ground spanning between Depper and Sisley Street in three 
batches between 1887 and 1889 and built a cottage for his family. In 1891 at the time of the 
national financial crisis he became insolvent and moved away and never returned to the 
property. The street was named after the Pioneer resident Numa Sisley in 1893. Sisley’s 
financier Brennan acquired the property by default and seems to have rented it out c 1903 to a 
WA Johnson and in 1906 to CT Hall who possibly named the house Ironside. 

In 1909 Brennan sold the property to Agnes McGee who renamed it Tomara and owned it 
until her death in 1928. It appears that her executors subdivided the acre into three Lots with 
Lots 1 and 2 being blocks on Depper Street and Lot 3 being the Lots on Sisley St plus the 
back of the Lots on Depper St. 

The Charles Sankey family purchased the Lot 3 in 1931 and renamed the house Beauford. In 
1957 the Frasers sold to B S Falkiner, who in 1968 re-subdivide the Lot 3 into two, retaining 
one half with the original house on for themselves and selling the other half to Brenan 
(probably not the original Brennan who spelt his name differently). 

At a date unknown the Falkiners sold to Fitzgerald who in 2002 sold to the MLC Property Co. 
They were not able to get approval to build townhouses in the front garden and the house in 
2010 is undergoing major renovations and extensions. 

4.4.2 79 Highland Terrace 

This house was submitted in 2001 for inclusion in the BCC register but appears not to have 
been accepted. The citation proposal describes this house as: 

…designed in a style related to Californian buildings of the early 20th Century.  A precise date 
of construction has not been determined but it appears in the BCC 1946 aerial photograph. 

4.4.3 Methodist Church  

This church in Ryans Rd was the first purpose-built church in St Lucia, opening in 1915. The 
present brick church was dedicated in 1962. The original church remains complete with 
weatherboard siding and stained glass windows, and is now used as the church hall. More 
details are included in Paper 17 Community. 

4.4.4 Clynder 80 Ryans Road 

Four adjoining Lots on Ironside Estate, 67 to 70, just less than half an acre, now number 80 
Ryans Rd were sold on 17 August 1887 to Robert Kerr and a new Title issued.60 In 1889 they 
were on-sold to A T Clissold. 

In 1901 Lots 67-70 were purchased by Henry Monteith, the editor/director of Brisbane 
Newspapers Ltd (publishers of the  Brisbane Courier,  later the Courier-Mail) who built the 
existing house Clynder, and lived there until his death in 1930.61 The name Clynder had been 
used previously for his home at Thorroldtown [now the Brisbane suburb of Wooloowin] 

                                                 
59  Notes by Mrs D Kemp 2010. Certificates of Title Sisley Vol 674 Folio 201, 687/117, 737/177, Fraser 
 Vol 1825 Folio 207. 
60 Certificate of Title No. 3013 Vol XXX Folio 31  
61 Certificate of Title Lot 67 No 121759 Vol 768 Folio 149; Correspondence with Mrs Pam Wilson 
(granddaughter) 2003; Queensland Post Office Directories; The Brisbane Courier 12 August 1930 p 17 
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c.1894, and possibly came from a family connection to the Scottish village of Clynder in the 
County of Dunbarton. The phone number in 1922 was Toowong 92.62 

 

 
80 Ryans Road, 2012 

In 1913 Monteith also purchased his neighbours house, Martin Depper’s Rheingan Lots 65 
and 66, and at some point demolished the house and excavated the ground to provide a 
croquet lawn which later became a tennis court.63   

Upon Henry’s death in 1930 the property passed to his wife Katie Rose Monteith who kept it 
until her death in 1954 when it was transferred to her daughter Hester Wilson (wife of 
Clarence Wilson since 1920).64 

Mrs Monteith was living at the house in 1935, but in 1937 it was let to the chief sub-editor of 
The Courier-Mail Theo C Bray, his wife Elsie Maude and three children. Another son was 
born there in 1939 and Mrs Bray was very active in starting a nursery school in the area (See 
Paper 19 Education).65   

Mrs Monteith had returned to the house by 1947, but when she died in 1954 she was living at 
Wynnum with her daughter Hester and son-in-law (surname Wilson).66  When the property 
passed to Hester in 1960 it was re-registered to her son John Henry Monteith Wilson whose 
wife Pam lived there before and after his death, until selling in 2004. 67  

The property has been extensively renovated and enlarged over recent years, with Lots 65 and 
66, the tennis court - Depper’s original home site, being subdivided off and developed as 
townhouses in 2012. Clynder was described in a sales advertisement as a St Lucia Landmark 
property:68 

                                                 
62 The Brisbane Courier 4 February 1922 p 19. 
63 Certificate of Title No 111305 Vol 715 Folio 45; Pers. comm. Mrs P Wilson Oct 2003. 
64 Certificate of Title Lot 67 No 121759 Vol 768 Folio 149. 
65 Post Office Directory 1935, 1937 p141, 1940; The Courier Mail 10 March 1937 p22; 16 December 1939 p 20; 
Electoral Roll 1939. 
66 Telephone Directory 1947; The Courier Mail 6 March 1954 p 13. 
67 Certificate of Title No 111305 Vol 715 Folio 45; Pers. comm. Mrs P Wilson Oct 2003. 
68 The Courier-Mail 12 October 2013 Real Estate supplement p 73 
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Offered initially as three blocks, it was later offered as the house on Lots 67 and 68 for $2 250 
000 putting a value on Lot 69, some 626 sq m of $1 000 000.69 

4.4.5 Briastra  Jim Mackenzie 

See Research Paper 23 Portion 9 circa page 17 

4.4.6 Cairngorm Mitchells, Walcott Street, University of Queensland 

In 1997 two academic staff of the Applied History Centre at the University prepared a very 
detailed Cultural Heritage Report on this historic house, a copy of which was obtained by 
Colin Dyer and the following are mainly extracts from that Report:70 

Originally known as Main St when part 
of Princess Bridge Estate in 1885,] 
nearly two acres were purchased in 1899 
by Elizabeth and John Mitchell who 
built the house Cairngorm in their spare 
time, using stone from the adjoining 
quarry [now the University Regiment 
site] for its foundations.  John Mitchell 
ran a fencing business from the land 
from 1904 until 1920, when, upon his 
death his son-in-law Gordon Mitchell 
[no relation] ran the business until the 
late 1930s.  Gordon, Isabella and their 
four children and ‘Granny’ Elizabeth 
lived happily in the quiet semi-rural 

                                                 
69 The Courier-Mail 23 November 2013 Real Estate supplement p 85 
70 Howells, Mary and Fallon, Ann  Cairngorm Cultural Heritage Report 1997 provided by C Dyer. 
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neighbourhood of St Lucia.  Elizabeth died in 1949 and Gordon and Isabella inherited 
Cairngorm (Portion12 Parish of Indooroopilly Sub 89-92, 121-123, 77, 78, 88, 89?).71 

In 1954 the Mitchell’s retired to Shorncliffe and Cairngorm was transferred to Henry and 
Jessie Whitty who owned the property for about seven years.  It is possible that extensive 
renovations to the house were carried out during this time.  The next owner until 1983 was 
Professor Dowling who made further renovations and additions including making the attic 
into one bedroom for the eight children.72 In 1975 Professor Dowling reached agreement to 
sell the property to the University on a lease-back arrangement.   

The house was then shared by Uniquest and the Alumni Association before in 1991 becoming 
just the Alumni. The basement was used for storing and sorting books for the Alumni book 
fare.73 A great deal more information is available in the Heritage Report.  Although altered 
and extended over the years the house has retained much of its original integrity; it is 
considered a fine example of how houses are changed to meet the needs of the people living 
there, and also changes in building fashions and materials.   

4.5   HISTORIC BUILDINGS NOW DEMOLISHED 

4.5.1 Jerdanefield BNSW 

In 1889 Richard Gailey divided Portion N7 into two and on subdivision 1 he built Glenolive 
House and its twelve acres of grounds (see Paper 2 Lang Farm Glenolive for more detail). The 
subdivision 2 of seven acres was left. At the same time a new public road was created, now 
Austral St, between the two blocks, connecting the riverfront with Sir Fred Schonell Drive. 

At the height of the financial crash, Gailey took out a mortgage in 1894 with the Bank of New 
South Wales over subdivision 1, Glenolive, but the Title was re-registered in the Bank’s name 
just three months later, perhaps indicating that Gailey lost the property to the Bank.74  In 
addition the Bank acquired subdivision 2 on the same date, although there was no mortgage 
registered over this parcel.75  

In 1899 the Bank used Glenolive as the residence for George Eddington, its Queensland 
Manager, but the upkeep proved too costly.76 The Bank then built a new house, Jerdanefield, 
on Gailey’s subdivision 2 as their Manager’s residence. 

The property actually appears on an 1895 map77 with the name Tomona which is incorrect, 
that house being on Ryans Road  

According to Postal Records the bank’s manager Mr G Eddington was in residence there in 
1903 (but at Carlindean Taringa in 1902).78 Lloyd Rees mentions the Eddingtons in his 
autobiography and notes:  

At the Eddington’s, on another hill, it was their curving paths flanked by sloping lawns that 
intrigued me. Eddington’s cow…79  

                                                 
71 The Worker 11 May 1953 p 7. 
72 Pers. Comm.. R Siemon February 2005 
73 Pers. Comm.. R Siemon February 2005. 
74 Certificate of Title R Gailey Vol. 769 Fol. 82 1889 
75 Certificate of Title R Gailey Vol. 769 Fol. 81 1889 
76 Post Office Directory 1900, 1901; Neville Parker, John Pearn, Ernest Sandford Jackson, The life and times of 
a Pioneer Australian  Surgeon  1987 AMA Queensland, p 66 note 4.5 
77 McKellar’s Official Map op cit. 
78 The Queensland Post Office and Official Directory 1903, Wises Directories, CD Archive Books. 
79  Rees L, Peaks and Valleys An Autobiography, 1985, W Collins. 
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George Eddington (1846-1917) was married to Constance (1864-) and had one daughter, 
Lenora. A family photograph taken in 1904 follows.80   

 

 
 

G. Eddington on the front steps of Jerdanefield, with daughter Lenora (later Carr) on the horse, 1904. 

The house faced the distant St Lucia Rd but had a driveway off Ryans Rd; the side verandah 
in the following photograph faced the west and the tennis court. 

 

 
Plate III     Jerdanefield 

Photograph courtesy Jim Mackenzie. 
 

                                                 
80  Email from Dr Adam Carr, great grandson of G Eddington, with photograph 9 December 2005. 
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The following advertisement tells us that George left the property in 1911:81 

 

 
 

The property was offered for sale in 1912: 

 
The Brisbane Courier 9 February  1912 p 8. 

 

The house didn’t sell and was occupied from 1912 by the Bank’s Brisbane Manager 1912– 
1921 J Jardine Graham (the Bank’s Assistant Manager under G Eddington). Mr and Mrs 
Graham were keen supporters of the QTC and Tattersall’s and entertained at Jerdanefield with 
tennis and bridge parties:82 

                                                 
81  The Brisbane Courier 4 November 1911 p9. 
82 The Brisbane Courier 13 September 1918 p11; 12 August 1919 p11. 
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When Mr Jardine Graham retried in 1922 the Chairman of the Associated Banks 
(Queensland) presented him with a gold-mounted walking stick.83 

Between 1923 -1927 R M McDougall was the Manager and occupant.84 

Ruth Gillespie nee McDougall lived at Jerdanefield as a child in the 1920s when her father, 
Ray McDougall, was the State Manager. Jim Mackenzie used to play with the five children 
and knows Ruth well. Marilyn England interviewed Ruth in 2003 about her memories of her 
time at Jerdanefield.   

Jerdanefield was an L-shaped house with the longer side looking out on to the river.  The 
gardens were three acres, with bush covering the remainder.  There was also a vegetable garden, 
a workshed, laundry and storeroom as well as two maid’s rooms, and another storage that 
housed preserved fruits.  A coach house was built on the sloping ground to allow the stables for 
two horses to be housed underneath it.  Next to the coach house was a room where the 
coachman had lived.85 

Toowong resident Peggy Martin was a regular visitor to the house as a child: 

It was a lovely spacious house with verandahs all round…There was an old coach house and the 
grounds went down to the river.86 

In 1925 a Miss Cormack was advertising for a cook/laundress, and the advert was repeated in 
1926.87 

 

 

                                                 
83  The Brisbane Courier 1 May 1922 p11. 
84  Post Office Directory 1923-4 p 99. 
85  England, Marilyn, 2003, Jerdanefield 1922- 1927. 
86  Chamberlain L, Down the River Road, 2006, Toowong &District History Society Inc. p.33. 
87  The Brisbane Courier 16 March 1925 p3 
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Photograph courtesy Ms Gillespie and M England 

In 1927 Mr Edward P Turner, Brisbane Manager, and his wife and daughters Marmie and 
Kathleen moved into the house and were still there in 1936, but appear to be the last bank 
family to live there. 88   

The whole seven acres remained as one until it was subdivided in 1937 as the Jerdanefield 
Estate, and Jerdanefield Road was created.89  It is likely that the first purchasers were Dr 
Ambrose J Foote who bought Jerdanefield house (by then 15 Ryans Road) and almost an acre 
of ground, and Mr P M Forrest who bought a parcel of land on the riverfront as mentioned in 
the following advertisement:  

                                                 
88 The Brisbane Courier  16 December 1927 p23; 10 July 1928 p20; The Courier Mail 9 August 1933 p18; 6 
November 1933, p17; 17 July 1936 p23; Post Office Directory 1937 p 141. 
89  Certificate of Title R Gailey Vol. 769 Fol. 81 1889 
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The Courier-Mail 9 October 1937 p 24. 

 

No. 4 Jerdanefield St had obviously been built earlier as a residence for a Mr P M Forrest; it 
remains today and is on the Brisbane City Council Heritage Register. (See elsewhere in this 
Paper). The sale was later described as ‘most successful…with twelve lots remaining’, ten of 
which were re-advertised in 1939.90 

General Blamey lived at No 29 Ryans Rd, on the corner of Jerdanefield St, between 1942 and 
1944 in a new two storey house rented from Mr Grimwade91   “Jerdanefield” was rented to the 
Army during the war, and used as General Blamey’s and senior personnel’s mess. It housed 
Blamey’s batman and personal staff, and was not in a good state when it was handed back to 
its owner, Dr Foote.92   

c.1952 Dr Foote built a new house closer to the river at 7 Ryans Rd, and then probably in the 
1970s built further down again, at what is now number 1 Ryans Rd. According to local 
residents Ron and Irene Scott Dr Foote lived at Jerdanefield until 1952 when he moved to No 
7 and sold the original house to Dr John R Adams. Dr Foote then built 1 Ryans Road although 
Jim Mackenzie thinks these houses were occupied by other members of Dr Foote’s family. Mr 
Adams sold Jerdanefield in 1970 to Unit Projects Pty Ltd of Sydney, the developers of the 
current high-rise apartment block Jerdanefield Tower.93  

The following painting and plaque were displayed in the foyer of the Jerdanefield Tower. 

                                                 
90  The Courier-Mail 6 November 1937 p 26; 1 March 1939 p12 
91  Record of discussion with Ron and Irene Scott 2003. 
92  The Courier-Mail 1 June 1946 p 4 c 3; National Archives file Hirings Service W 235/25 
93  Brown, Peter, 2003, R & I Scott interview record. Painting and inscription in the foyer of Jerdanefield 
 Tower, courtesy M. Yeates. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/16Droughts                                                         Page 36 of 57 Printed 09 October 2017 

 
 

 
Jerdanefield painted by R Tredilco 1976. 

Courtesy M Yeates. 
 

Jim Mackenzie felt the artists work was not a true representation and had his photograph (see 
earlier) of the house enlarged and framed and presented it to Jerdanefield Tower where it 
hung in the manager’s office for many years; the house in the background is that of Dr Cecil 
Sinnamon..94 

4.5.2 Glenolive House R Gailey 

Mr Richard Gailey built a spectacular mansion in 1890 on the hill where North Shore is today.  
Paper 2 Lang Farm and Glenolive details the history of Glenolive. 

 

                                                 
94 Conversation Jim Mackenzie/Peter Brown January 2012. 
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4.5.3 Tomona T Strong/T A Ryan and others 

See separate Paper 23 Portion 9 Parish of Indooroopilly. 

4.5.4 Mobolon I Robinson/R H Smith 

 
Sketch reproduced in Peaks and Valleys An Autobiography, 1985, W Collins. 

Courtesy Lloyd Rees. 

The name Mobolon probably came from Mt Mobolon, (now spelt Mt Mowbullan) the highest 
peak in the Bunya Mountains and the scene of the triennial ‘Gathering of the Clans’.95 The 
name appears to have been given to it by its second owner R H Smith. It was sometimes 
wrongly spelt ‘Mobolin’. 

The house stood at the junction of Bryce St and Hiron St now a corner of Guyatt Park, and 
was built by Isodor and Jennet Robinson in 1889.96 They had purchased Lots 229 to 232, just 
over one acre, together with some three acres adjacent, all part of Ironside Estate, between 
1886 and 1887.97 Isodor Robinson was a Commission Agent in Brisbane. 

The house was described as ‘…two storey dwelling…consisting of dining drawing and 
breakfast rooms, 6 bedrooms, kitchen, servant’s room, pantry, bathroom…stables, 
coachhouse, bail; verandas on all sides; 4 acres of land’.98 

The house was damaged by a ‘Severe Gale’ on 20th January 1893: 

the residence of Mrs Isador Robinson was badly struck. The house, a two storey one, occupies a 
fairly prominent position almost on the bank of the river, and during the early hours of the 
morning the veranda of the upper storey facing the south-east was carried away. As it rattled 
across the main roof the inmates were naturally much alarmed, and for some time thought the 
entire structure was about to be levelled. The upper railings of the house were broken and much 
damage was otherwise sustained. Fortunately none of the inmates were injured. 99 

The house was damaged again less than a month later in the Great Flood: 

                                                 
95 McKay B and Buckridge P ‘Literary Imaginings of the Bunya’ in Queensland Review Vol9 No 2, 2002, UQP. 
96 Certificate of Title  No. 92639 Vol 615 Folio 129, and Post Office Directories 1887- 1907, microfiche. 
97 Certificate of Title No. 3013 Vol. XXX Folio 34 Portion 9C, and No. 3016 Vol. XXX Folio 34 Portion 9B. 
98 The Brisbane Courier10 April 1908 p 8, 17 June 1909 p2. 
99 The Brisbane Courier 23 January 1893 p.5. 
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The front entrance…faced an overgrown ruin, with the jagged ends of paths and concrete 
foundations jutting over a cliff where land and house had fallen into the rising river. A feature of 
‘Mobolon’ was a dark brown dado on the walls of the upstairs rooms and so often did I ponder 
over why the owners painted the lower sections of the walls and left the upper parts raw timber 
that finally I questioned Father about it. ‘Oh, that isn’t paint,’ he replied calmly, ‘those are the 
flood marks.’  …this revelation made me realise the enormity of the ’93 floods. 100 

The Robinsons may have also been adversely affected by the financial crisis of the 1890s, 
because in 1896 the Mortgagee took over the Title, and the Robinsons became farmers at 
Boompa, west of Maryborough. The Mortgagee sold the Title to Robert Harrison Smith MLA 
(Bowen) in 1897, who moved his wife Ada Ceceil, daughter ‘Weenie’ Cecil and son ‘Boy’ R 
H Smith II, there in that March and began using the name Mobolon.101 He stayed until 1901 
when he gave up or lost his seat and returned to Bowen.102 

Edward Rees JP and his family rented the house from 1901-07; his son Lloyd became the 
famous artist and author and he wrote of his time there when he was aged 6 - 12: 

At the top of a rise about a mile [1.6 klms] from Toowong Station, we came upon our first sight 
of St Lucia flats. Down the hill I saw a long dusty road that stretched across the flats like a 
yellow-white ribbon till it was lost in the low and distant hills. At the foot of the slope stood a 
slim young figure in short trousers whom I knew at once was [my older brother] Vyvyan. He 
was there to guide us up the lane-way, to the left, which had no houses on it until you got to 
‘Mobolon’. It ended in a T-junction with a road completely grass covered, which once served 
the riverside homes lost in the floods of ’93. The front entrance to ‘Mobolon’ faced this grass 
road… ‘Mobolon’ stood in large grounds through which a creek meandered, ending in a 
waterfall of which we were very proud. It was a large square box of a house, wooden and two-
storeyed and standing on piles about four feet high. It had verandas all round, with boarded-in 
corners on both floors, forming a bathroom and scullery on the ground floor and a storeroom 
above. 
There was a central hall right through giving onto two large front rooms, the drawing and dining 
rooms, and behind them, the breakfast room and kitchen. The upstairs planning was as simple – 
a central hall leading into five bedrooms and a study, with a staircase at the end. The wash 
house was under the tank stand which flanked the scullery…   
The house was furnished, not very impressively, except for a brass lamp or two and a fine 
mirror in the dining room. There was a study with smoking outfits and a collection of books. 
Outside in the hall stood a rack of guns of which Uncle Fred made good use on his visits up 
from Melbourne. He used me as a ‘beater’! The furniture of the house included a rather run 
down piano… 
The most beautiful object in all of ‘Mobolon’ was a crystal candlestick, which was bracketed to 
the wall in the drawing room and from which crystal pendants hung. I would sit beneath it and 
stare, entranced, while lamplight pierced the pendants, shedding prismatic colour on wall and 
floor. 
We left ‘Mobolon’ in about 1907….grown too large for a now family and it was a fire 
hazard…for it would have burnt like a huge matchbox. Also, it was also falling into disrepair 
with the verandah boards giving way beneath our feet.103 

                                                 
100 Rees L, Peaks and Valleys An Autobiography, 1985, W Collins, p.15. 
101 The Brisbane Courier 12 March 1897 p 6. 
102 Post Office Directories, 1897/1899, and 1900; The Brisbane Courier 12 March 1897 p.6; The Queenslander 
23 March 1901 p587; 20 March 1915 p 9. 
103 Rees L, op.cit. 
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View from Highgate Hill 1890. Mobolon to the left of centre, back from the river bank, 
Courtesy JOL APA 49 11029 

  
View from Highgate Hill/Dutton Park 1891. Mobolon on the riverbank almost hidden by a tree branch. 

Courtesy JOL 
 

The house was advertised ‘To Let’ in 1908 and 1909.104 

R H Smith returned to Brisbane this time as an MLC, and took over the house again in 
1910.105 He lived there until his death 1911; Mrs Smith was living there in 1913 but from 
1915 was living at Wyandra.106 The house and one acre, together with ten riverfront Lots  
were offered for sale in 1920:107 

                                                 
104 The Brisbane Courier 10 April 1908 p8;15 June 1908 p8; 17 June 1909 p2. 
105 Post Office Directories, 1905 -1912/1;The Brisbane Courier 7 May 1910 p.7. 
106 The Queenslander 18 November 1911 p12; 20 November 1915 p9; The Brisbane Courier 14 April 1913 p9; 
11 November 1919 p6. 
107 Certificate of Title  No. 92639 Vol 615 Folio 129;  The Brisbane Courier 1 November 1920 p12; 9 January 
1921 p 12; 19 October 1921 p12. 
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It is likely the house was sold to well known solicitor P A O’Sullivan, and despite his death in 
1921, his wife remained there possibly until 1935. Mr and Mrs O’Sullivan were well known 
socialites with their name featuring at many social events, even after his death. The house 
name was noted as Mabalon on one occasion and Molonba on others, but it is likely this was a 
mis-spelling of Mobolon.108 

The house was occupied by Thomas Blackburn and/or his wife between 1935 and at least 
1946; it is shown in this 1946 photograph:109 

                                                 
108 The Brisbane Courier various 1919-1938; Queensland Figaro 12 March 1927 p4, 23 August 1930 p6 and 
others 
109 Pers. comm. R Scott /author 2005; BCC aerial photograph 1946; Post Office Directory 1935, 1937, 1940. 
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It was not compulsorily resumed from the Blackburns in 1946 as part of the formation of 
Guyatt Park.110 By 1957 the Smiths were living there.111 It is believed the house was 
demolished about this time. 

4.5.5 Rheingan Martin Depper 

In 1888 Martin Depper, a German immigrant and a farmer on what is now Brisbane Street 
sold the riverfront part of his farm to the developers of the Ironside Estate. He then purchased 
Lots 65 and 66 of that estate, on the corner of what are now Ryans Road and Depper Street, 
the latter being named after him in 1895. He built a house there facing Ryans Road for his 
extensive family and remained there until just before his death in 1914.112 He named his 
house Rheingan after the similarly named wine-growing area in Germany that he presumably 
came from.  

 
Fred Depper in front of his St Lucia home 1908 

Courtesy Picture Queensland 

                                                 
110 The Courier-Mail 14 February 1946 p 3. 
111 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1945/6, p 257; 1957/8. 
112 Certificate of Title No. 3013 Vol XXX Folio 31; Certificate of Title No 111305 Vol 715 Folio 45; Keith 
Seeney Depper St St Lucia signed note, 2003; Post office Directory 1893.  
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In 1913 the property was bought by his neighbour Henry Monteith of 80 Ryans Road, who 
demolished the house and excavated the ground to make a croquet lawn, later a tennis court, 
which remains to this day. 

4.5.6 Raybourne John  Francis Bergin 

Melva Welch OAM has written the history of the Bergin Family in a book entitled Bergin 
Beauty. The St Lucia History Group provided Melva with elements of its research, but Melva 
expanded it greatly with further extensive research. The following notes are taken from 
Melva’s book unless specifically footnoted. Much more family information is given in her 
book. 
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The story of the Bergin’s after John’s death involves the house being rented out for part of the 
time. 

In 1949 the State Education Minister announced that a Teachers Training College would be 
built at St Lucia on the estate of Mr Bergin on Carmody Rd.113 The Government had resumed 
some ten acres of the Bergin land in 1942 with an agreement to later purchase the rest at 1942 
prices if it found it required it. Mrs Bergin got some £6 000 for the remaining 30 acres and a 
lease back for life at 1/- per annum; this subsequently expired in 1951.114 No Teachers 
College transpired, but the Bergin land is now partially occupied by Grace College and what 
was the Vice Chancellors Lodge. 

 
Coordinator Generals Plan 1950, Fryer Library UQFL458 b12 f3 

                                                 
113 The Courier-Mail 4 February 1949, p3 c7, QSA Tramways file ID 2729. 
114 Melva A Welch researcher of Bergin Family – notes to SLHG 29 August 2010, and later emails. UQFL 458 
b12 f1. 
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In 1950 the Coordinator General produced a plan which shows the above two areas, being 
parts of Portions 11 and 12, between Mill Road and Munro Street, now used for University 
and Council sporting ovals, the multi-storey car park, the warehouse, the site of the now 
demolished Vice-Chancellor’s residence built in 1971, various colleges and the Institute of 
Molecular Bioscience. 115 

John F Bergin’s wife Molly died in 1957 

4.5.7 Hillstone William Dart 

 

Hillstone c 1926 courtesy The Queenslander  5 May 1926. 

 

This photograph was probably taken about 1926, and is reproduced courtesy  Michael Yeates. 

Originally purchased by James Henderson in 1859, William Dart the sugar farmer from 
Portion 13 purchased Portion 31 in 1876.  It is possible that he used the low-lying land, now 
part of the golf course, for cane growing. In about 1886, then aged 50, having sold his various 
other cane properties, he built ‘Hillstone’ on this land for his family of wife and six children.   

                                                 
115  Address at the Official Opening of Grace College Common Room, 5 May 1979  UQFL 2189. 
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In 1892 in the midst of the financial crisis, Dart had nine new Title Deeds issued for about 46 
acres of land.116 The Title for Lot 212– Hillstone and its 18 acre grounds - was issued still in 
the name of W Dart.117 In 1898 Dart advertised for sale Lot 211 and Lot 212 ‘on which is 
erected a magnificent residence’, and 182 Lots in Hillstone Crescent Estate.118 

Marilyn England reports that the Dart family moved away in about 1892 to Bundaberg and 
did not return to the property. Dart moved out of Hillstone in 1892, but continued to own the 
Title renting it to an Arthur E Cornell, leather goods retailer, and alderman for Coorparoo who 
had been looking for a house to rent for his family of wife and four young children; 

 …one built in the good times which the owner has had to give up thro bad times, there are 
many such to be had at low rentals, and I succeeded in getting just the place I wanted. 

He described Hillstone as: 

‘30 acres of land, 5 acres [fenced off] under cultivation with pineapples and fruit trees, and 
when I took it there were crops of sugar cane, potatoes and sorghum.’ 

Connell had three cows of his own, and noted ‘I can make a large portion of rent by selling 
butter and fruit’.  By May 1895 he had employed a man so that he could grow more 
vegetables and fruit, as well as foodstuffs for an increased number of cows and horses.119  

Cornell later wrote the difficulties of living in Indooroopilly and being an alderman in 
Coorparoo. He had to ride his horse home from the city after business, milk the three cows, 
have dinner with his young family, ride eight miles (10.8 klm) to Coorparoo for a Council 
meeting, and return eight miles home again after.120 Family member Jean Stewart believes 
Arthur and family moved from Hillstone to Toowoomba circa 1902. 

In 1910, twenty nine acres, including Hillstone, Lots 179 to 212 and all the land south of 
Raglan St, was still in one ownership, probably Dart, and were purchased by Ida (Betty per 
Jack Sulman) White.121 

In 1920 Ida White sold Lot 211, seven acres just to the north of the Hillstone block to the War 
Service Homes Commissioner. This area was later developed as Camira St and much later as 
Carawa St. 

Ida White is mentioned in Toowong, Down the River Road.122 Ida and Frederic White are 
thought to have lived there,123 presumably in Hillstone, with Ida dying in 1923 and the Title 
being transferred into Frederick’s name. Frederick also died not long after and the property 
was passed to the Public Curator, who then received Supreme Court approval to sell it. 

In March 1925 the eighteen acres on which Hillstone stood was offered for sale with 
subdivision potential by the Public Curator; it was described as ‘…situated in a good position 
in this fast-growing district…which include a large house, fencing, &c…’. 124  

The eventual purchaser in 1926 was the Indooroopilly Golf Club (St Lucia Golf Links), with 
Hillstone becoming the Clubhouse. The building has since been drastically modified many 

                                                 
116  Queensland Certificate of Title 41867 Vol. 283 Folio 119 for Ptn 31 W.Dart. 
117  Certificate of Title N0 133348 Vol. 832 Folio 88 1892 W Dart Jnr Portion 31 Lot 212. 
118  The Brisbane Courier, 31 May 1898. p.8.c.1. 
119  J Stewart Arthur Edward Connell RQHS Journal Vol. 16 Paper 1 Page 40   
120  J Stewart A E Cornell Letterbook Transcripts, Royal Historical Society of Queensland. 2004 
121  Certificate of Title No 189299 Vol. 1134 Folio 39 1910 Ida White Portion 31 part, provided by Andrew 
 Darbyshire. 
122  Chamberlain L, Down the River Road, 2006, Toowong &District History Society Inc. p.45. 
123  Interview with Miss Elsie Wagner as part of the research for Ironside State School Centenary 1970 
 provided by C Dyer. 
124  The Courier-Mail 28 February 1925, p 12  c 4. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/16Droughts                                                         Page 47 of 57 Printed 09 October 2017 

times but parts of the original possibly remain within the St Lucia Golf Links function centre 
named Hillstone.125 

5. MODERN CLASSIC HOUSES 

5.1  276 Swann Road Chandler/Kratzman etc house   

 

Local resident and historian Rosamond Siemon reports in a letter to Councillor Judy Magub 
in 2002:  

Lord Mayor, Sir John Chandler lived in possibly the choicest spot in the district… the entire top 
of the hill overlooking the river, the city, Mt Coot-tha etc.  Bounded by Swann Rd, Lamont St, 
Bishop St and Bonvale Lane, his turn-of-the-century house has since been demolished.  A 
millionaire [Kratzman] built on the site.126 

Local resident Ian Venables says that:  

Lord Mayor John Chandler (pictured) lived in a large Queenslander style house on posts 
situated on a huge plot at Lamont St.  Chandlers owned a chain of electrical retail stores. 127   

 

The land was equal to 14 residential allotments. 

                                                 
125  Marilyn England op cit.,  p 3 
126  Siemon, Rosamond,  letter to Councillor Magub 29 July 2002. 
127  Brown Venables op cit.  
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Aerial view BCC image 1946 showing block diagonally with house facing the river and city. 

The house was later removed and a new five bedroom six bathroom pink-painted mansion, 
designed to replicate a Georgian manor house, was built by Noel and Olive Kratzmann in the 
early ‘80s as their new home.  The house sits on 6,298 sq m of land, equivalent to 14 house 
blocks, with panoramic city views. Mr Kratzmann reportedly paid $500,000 for the land in 
1980, but died before the house was complete. Mr Kraztmann was the builder of the first 
high-rise residential tower – Torbrek at Highgate Hill 

His last major building project was the 120-square (115 sq.m) mansion on what had been the 
site of Sir John Chandler’s estate at St Lucia. At the time he and his wife were living in semi-
retirement at the Gold Coast. He died on 23 February 1989 in Brisbane, just before the 
family’s planned move to the new property, and was buried in Toowong cemetery.128 

It is believed his son lived in the new house for some years, but it is not known who 
owned/lived in the house after that, but in 2001 the house was purchased by Greg Lasrado, a 
self styled ‘Internet entrepreneur’ for $5.35 million.  

In 2005 Mr Lazrado’s receivers sold the extensive antique furniture and contents at auction 
for $2-3 million.129 

They also sold the house for $7 million to joint buyers John James (developer in Fortitude 
Valley) and his defacto Cindy Fleming, former wife until divorce in 2001 of Dean Fleming, 
heir to the Fleming grocery chain, and mother to their four sons born around the early 1990s.  

It was reported in 2014 that Ms Cindy Fleming-Conley had previously been married for four 
years (presumably between 2001 and 2005) to Michael Conley, a teacher at St Joseph’s 
College, Gregory Terrace, and that he was the administrator of her estate after her death from 
an asthma attack in 2014, aged 52 

In 2013 the house was again advertised for sale:130 

                                                 
128 http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/kratzmann-noel-austin-12757  April 2015 
129 The Courier Mail   approximately June/July 2005 P14 c 1 with house photo; The Sunday Mail  16 October 
2005; The Weekend Australian 4 May 2013 
130 The Weekend Australian 10 March 2013 (or Sunday Mail) 
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The Pink Palace at St Lucia 
It has been home to a porn king, hosted rock stars and was the dream of a rich builder who 
never saw it finished. Now Brisbane's monument to '80s glitz, glamour and extravagance could 
be yours. 
In its heyday, the St Lucia mansion known as the Pink Palace reportedly hosted Elton John, 
Cher, Bruce Springsteen and Billy Joel. Years later, it became better known as the lavish home 
of internet porn king Greg Lasrado who crashed spectacularly amid bad business deals, drug 
addiction and a car accident, that ended in his jailing. 
But for the past seven years, this prime property has led a quieter existence, becoming a family 
home for property developer and investor Cindy Fleming, her four sons and husband Michael 
Conley. 
Ms Fleming bought 276 Swann Rd from Lasrado in 2005, for $7 million. With her sons now 
grown up and other property ventures taking her time, she's decided it's time to downsize. 
The Pink Palace was built by Brisbane builder Noel Kratzmann, over 14 prime residential 
blocks The project took six years to complete and Mr Kratzmann died in 1989, just before it was 
finished. Today it remains a glamorous reminder of the era. 
The estate features three buildings, including a "winter house" and a "guest house". The winter 
house's interior - kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, walk-in robe and boardroom - caught fire the day 
before Ms Fleming settled on the property and remains burnt-out. 
But even with this building out of action, the estate is not wanting. There are five bedrooms, six 
bathrooms, several kitchens and multiple living areas. 

 

 
 
Luxuries include a sauna, steam room, eight-seat spa with floor-to-ceiling white marble and a 
completely black "cigar room" with plush gold curtains. The master suite has three huge walk-in 
wardrobes, marble bathroom, separate shower and toilet. Gold leaf and a Versace chandelier 
ornament the entry and marble has been used lavishly throughout the interior. 
It's a lifestyle Ms Fleming said the family had enjoyed."When we moved in we had to take up 
all the pink carpet and pink curtains . There was pink everywhere," she said. 

In a later advert the house was offered for sale as a potential development site:131 

                                                 
131 The Courier-Mail 23 March 2013 RE supplement  
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In 2015 it was reported that the site had been purchased by the Sunland Group for $11.125 
million and was earmarked for a boutique luxury housing development of 28 residences with 
an estimated end value in excess of $45 million.132 

 

Advertisement for the new development. The stone building is the existing ‘garden pavilion’ 
with a sandstone frontage from the original Central Technical College in George Street, 
retained as a community facility.133 

                                                 
132 The Courier Mail  30 May 2015 Real Estate supplement p5. 
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2016 photo of the garden house with the stone façade 134 

5.2  22 Sandford St St Lucia The River House 

Builders J Wylie & Co built this house in 2003 on a 900 sq m block, (at a reputed total cost of 
ten million dollars) for Euan and Kaye Murdoch after they sold their Herron Pharmaceuticals 
business. It was designed by Architect Noel Robinson, and has been described as one of 
Australia’s finest homes. Containing 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, a media room, a wine cellar 
and a 6 car garage, the house has a pool and a pontoon and makes extensive use of Australian 
sandstone and recycled timber from navy wharfs in Townsville, together with century-old 
Blackbutt timber floors. 

It was sold in 2009 for approx $7,750,000. 135 The house was badly damaged in the January 
2011 flood with water through the lower floor and over the ground floor. 

                                                                                                                                                         
133 The Courier-Mail 30 April 2016 Real Estate insert p 15-17 
134 Courtesy A Derbyshire. 
135 The Courier-Mail 16-17 May 2009 p.21; 28 September 2011 p 30; Brisbane News 27 June 2009 p 50. 
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5.3 29 Laurence St, St Lucia 

This riverfront property was extensively re-modelled in 2008.When it was sold for $4.8 
million to Rebecca and Nathan Mitchell (Managing director of an electricity and gas company 
and son of one of the State’s wealthiest families) it was the 20th highest sale price in 
Queensland.136   

 

 
The Brisbane News Sept 8-14 2010 page 79 

                                                 
136 The Sunday Mail 12 August 2012. 
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5.4 28 Hiron St St Lucia 

Believed to have been occupied by General MacArthur c.1943. According to a sale 
advertisement in the Courier-Mail 17 Sept  2011 Property supplement page 50, the house was 
built in 1932 covering three Lots and 1343m2, and designed by American Architect Horace 
Driver in the New England style. Believed to have later been expanded by the addition of two 
wings on the street elevation, it now has five bedrooms, four bathrooms, Iron Bark flooring 
and is named River Royal. Owned 1999-2011 by Andrew and Mary Louise Churchill, it failed 
to sell at auction but was later sold for a reported $4 500 000.137 

 

It had been expected to fetch about $6 million.138 

5.5 32 Hiron Street 

Built c.2005 in the grounds of 28 Hiron Street, the house was advertised for sale in 2013 as 
follows, and was reportedly sold for $4.325 million.139  

                                                 
137 Courier-Mail 17 Sept  2011 Property supplement p 50; The Weekend Australian 15 October 2011 Property 
Supplement p 5; Westside News 28 November 2012 p 31; The Courier Mail 12 April 2014 p 24. 
138 The Sunday Mail 30 October 2011 p 89. 
139 The Courier-Mail 25 May 2013 Real Estate supplement p51. 
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5.6 10-12 Hiron Street 
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First advertised in September 2013 the property did not sell and was re-advertised in February 
2014. It was reported as being built c.2004 and owned by a medical professional and his wife 
who also own the adjoining vacant block 14-16.140 

5.7 15 Seventh Ave  

By 2015 many of the original houses have been renovated or demolished and replaced, the 
following is an example and has been chosen only because it is spread over 1920m2 (almost 
half an acre and unusually large) in the original St Lucia Heights Estate. This was probably 
five -16 perch Lots of the original subdivision. 

15 Seventh Ave was advertised for sale in 2015 as follows:141 

                                                 
140 The Courier Mail 12 April 2014  p 24. 
141 The Sunday Mail 17 June 2015 ‘Dream Home’ insert; The Courier Mail 16 June 2015 Real Estate 
Supplement  
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The property was eventually sold in September 2016 at ‘a record price for St Lucia at $4.55 
million...by Ian and Susan Mackie...to Brisbane richlister Hume Campbell of Riverside 
Marine at Newstead...’142 

                                                 
142 The Courier Mail 17 December 2016 Real estate supplement page 2 
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5.8 8 Handel St Long Pocket 

Noted in the sale adverts as being an original 1895 house, the origin is unknown, but Michael 
Yeates says that it was moved to the site post-war. Considerable updating has occurred since. 
Note the difference in floorboard colours possibly between the old and the new extensions. 
The property sold in late 2009 for $1,340,000. 

 

 


