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1.  Introduction 

When St Lucia was first subdivided in the 1880s for residential purposes, the developers tried 

to sell off every piece of their land for housing.  They ignored the terrain, which was 

sometimes flood prone and sometimes steeply sloping, and made no provision for parks.  

Very little of the land was actually sold in the 1880s, and the floods of 1890 and 1893 made it 

even harder to sell the low-lying areas. 

The developers of the 1920s also made no provision for parks, with the exception of an old 

water hole - today’s Acacia Park, being set aside as Coronation Gardens. 

The St Lucia Progress Association was campaigning for public park land from its inception in 

1914, initially by the Taringa Shire Council. In 1922 attempts were made to purchase 

Carmody’s Paddock, and this was eventually achieved in 1926 by the new Brisbane City 

Council.
1
 

In 1927 the Brisbane City Council resumed over one quarter of the peninsular, at market 

value, on behalf of the University. Much of the low-lying area therein has since been 

developed for flood-compatible uses such as sports-fields, lakes, and parkland. 

Other flood prone land was progressively acquired in the area by Council and by the 

Department of Public Instruction, part of which was later transferred to the University for 

their Oval No. 6, the adjacent multi-deck car parks, and Oval No. 7.  Areas still remaining in 

Council control and used for sporting facilities are the St Lucia Bowls Club greens, and the 

Dart Park/Coldridge St sports field. 

Further flood prone land at today’s Guyatt Park was resumed in the 1940s and 1950s for 

parkland.  Some steeply sloping land was also resumed by Council for areas such as Ironside 

Park and Munro Park.  This Paper researches the history of the individual parks, other than 

those on the University. 

2. Parks 

2.1   Coronation Park 1911 

The Brisbane Courier of 29 July 1911 carried an unaccredited article that reads as though it is 

an advert for the sale of land more than a proposal for a Park.
2
  The article is headed 

‘CORONATION PARK, proposed new holiday resort offered to the Government,’ and 

begins by commenting on the need for large public parks, and the benefits of buying land 

before being forced to resume expensive subdivided land. The Coronation of King George V 

had occurred in England the preceding year, 1910. 

The land ‘offered’ was 242 acres (98 ha) with one mile (1.6 klm) of river frontage, opposite 

Fairfield and Yeronga, and with Six-mile Rocks near the centre.  This would seem to be most 

of Portions 17 – 25, owned then by The Royal Bank of Queensland and the London Bank of 

Australia Limited, as mortgagees-in-possession following the financial failures of the 1890s.   

The site under review ‘could now be purchased by the Government’.  The article noted that ‘a 

drive in the sulky will land one there in half an hour.  For the happy holiday crowd a walk of 

a few minutes from Toowong Station will land one on the spot’. It was noted that it was 

already frequented by picnic parties, and:  

                                                 
1
  The Brisbane Courier 9 May 1922 p 4; BCC Parks Committee minutes 2 July 1929, BCC Archives. 

2
  The Brisbane Courier 29 July 1911 p 13 c 1 (R Fisher/C Dyer). 
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could be made into a beautiful and pleasantly accessible pleasure resort for the 

metropolitan area… there are tree-covered knolls … and gradual slopes, in some parts 

the perambulator could easily be pushed up by the nursemaid… sites where the clothes 

can be spread, the billy boiled, hampers unpacked, and merry youths and maidens 

enjoy a picnic … the slopes overlooked the river reach…a straight run for over a mile, 

and for boat races it should be an ideal course…the slopes…provide one of natures 

grandstands…whence...a quarter of a million people could watch a race from… 

Steamboat jetties were proposed, and a caretaker and a kiosk where hot water could be 

obtained.  Also proposed were a merry-go-round, sideshow, and other amusements like those 

in Sydney.  The site could be obtained at a low cost and the question of the proposed 

purchase by the Government is a matter deserving of careful consideration. 

Letters of support appeared in subsequent issues of the newspaper, one even suggesting the 

Zoological Gardens could be moved there.
3
 The State Treasurer inspected the area in 

November.
4
 The matter was raised again in 1913 with a suggestion that the railway could be 

extended from Toowong.
5
 

The Park was considered by the University of Queensland as part of a possible new site for 

the University, in St Lucia.6 Although the Government did not buy the land for the park, it 

was still recognised as Coronation Park and the nearby jetty at the end of Jetty Road 

continued to be used as late as 1924.
7
 Another reference occurs as late as 1931.

8
 

The land went on to be marketed as St Lucia Heights Estate and Coronation Park Estate in 

1924, so obviously the Government did not take up the ‘offer’. 

In 1922 a deputation asked Council to purchase a 20 acre (8.1 ha) farm in St Lucia for park 

purposes, but there is no record of this having gone ahead.
9
 

2.2 University or Public Park 

In 1926 Dr and Ms Mayne offered funds to Council to enable them to purchase 200 acres (81 

ha) of farmland at the end of the peninsular for a new site for the University of Queensland, 

or if the University didn’t want it, then for a public park. In 1930, the deeds to the resumed 

land were handed to the University, and further lands have been purchased for University 

purposes since. 

2.3 Brisbane City Council 1925 onwards 

The Greater Brisbane City Council was formed in 1925 and established the first town 

planning department in Australia. In 1940 Council put in place a Parks and Playgrounds 

Scheme which was a plan to resume residential land for park purposes. The development of 

an extensive number of parks in St Lucia then, may have been helped by the fact that the 

Lord Mayor at the time, John Chandler (later Sir J) lived in St Lucia and took a keen interest 

in the development of the suburb. 

                                                 
3
  The Brisbane Courier 23 August 1911 p 13, 19; and others. 

4
  The Brisbane Courier 4 November 1911 p.7. 

5
  The Brisbane Courier 7 October 1913 p.6. 

6
   University of Queensland Senate, An Account of the University of Queensland during its first twenty-

 five years 1910-1935,1935.  The Fryer Library.; The Brisbane Courier 20 December 1913 p.6. 
7
  The Brisbane Courier 18 October 1919 p. 15; 11 July 1924 p. 15. 

8
  The Brisbane Courier 12 November 1931 p.4. 

9
  The Worker 24 August 1946 p13. 
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In 1946 Council was resuming thousands of vacant housing blocks throughout Brisbane, 

including at St Lucia for future Council Parks.
10

 

The Sir J B Chandler Park at Long Pocket, which was also part of the Parks and Playgrounds 

Scheme is reviewed in a separate Paper on Long Pocket. 

Initially swampy mosquito breeding areas were designated as rubbish tips, which when filled 

would become parks. In St Lucia the area now occupied by the Toowong Bowls club and part 

of Perrin Park was filled in 1947-1956, as was the now Rotary Park at  Keith St. Under the 

same plan Guyatt Park was filled between 1957 and 1966.
11

  

In 1947 some residents of St Lucia lodged a petition with Council objecting to elements of 

the scheme ‘on the grounds that ample unoccupied land was available which rendered 

unnecessary the displacement of any residences at present in occupation’.
12

 

Land was progressively acquired in the late 1940s early 1950s to extend or provide parks at 

Acacia Park, Banksia Park, Guyatt Park, Ironside Park, Rotary Park and St Lucia 

Playground.
13

 

In the 1970s Alderman Denver Beanland was active in promoting parks and having facilities 

and play equipment installed, and Guyatt Park in particular benefited in 1977.
14

    

In 1988 Council assigned land on Macquarie Street as Rotary Park and various plaques are 

installed at this Park.  The SLHG will continue to request that at a history information sign 

also be installed at this park. 

Between 2002 and 2012 the St Lucia History Group worked with Cr Judy Magub to have 

land at Coldridge Street declared and named as Dart Park. In 2014 the SLHG suggested to 

Council that two additional areas of Council land be dedicated and renamed as official parks, 

but this was refused as the lands are declared road reserves. The SLHG will continue to 

request that at least history information signs be installed at these sites as follows 

 

2014 Proposal for new CARMODY PARK: 

 

 

                                                 
10

  The Courier-Mail  13 February 1946 p 3. 
11

  Cole J R, Shaping a City, Greater Brisbane 1925-85, 1984, W Brooks Queensland. 
12

  Brisbane City Council Minutes of Council Meetings 1946-1947, p 445, 17 February 1947. 
13

  Brisbane City Council Minutes, many entries 1948 – 1953. 
14

  St Lucia Gazette May 1977 and others, Fryer Library Queensland University. 
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This proposed park is shown in the above photograph and is situated at the junction of 

Carmody Road and Central Avenue, St Lucia. It is in two parts separated by an extension of 

Fifth Avenue, and is mainly remnant bushland with regularly mowed grass between. 

When the peninsular that is St Lucia was first surveyed for farm lots in 1857, only one road 

was marked out to run the full length – what is known now as Carmody Road. At the location 

where Central Avenue  meets Carmody Road a substantial detour was made to take Carmody 

Road up to a ridge point.
15

 It is likely that early road users shortened the detour, which later 

became the official road leaving a reserve between the old and the new. 

Assisted migrant Irishman John Carmody and his wife and child squatted on land at the east 

end of the peninsula where the University lakes are today, and began farming in 1853.
16

 In 

1857 and 1858 the NSW government surveyed generally 40 acres (16 ha) ‘Country Lots’, 

being much of the area now known as St Lucia and including the Carmody farmed land, and 

progressively sold them to famers and speculators.
17

 John Carmody bought some 23 acres (9 

ha) of his squatter land for £141and farmed it  with his brother James, and later James’s son J 

A Carmody for the next 80 years. They grew bananas and other market garden fruit and 

vegetables, together with paddocks of lucerne and later sugar, before turning to dairying.  

John Carmody participated in establishing Ironside State School and its forerunner in 1865, 

and served voluntarily on local government boards for some years, becoming well known in 

the area.  

In 1893 the local government of the day, the Taringa Shire Council named the original road 

through St Lucia from Swann Road to Carmody’s farm, after the pioneer farming family.
18

 

Along with many adjoining properties the farm was compulsorily acquired for the University 

in 1930; the Carmodys were the first farmers on the peninsular and were proud to have had 

the longest continuous settlement of any.
19

 

In requesting the naming of this park Carmody Park, the St Lucia History Group seek to 

recognise the important part the Carmody family played in the history of St Lucia. 

The proposed historical information panel could read: 

Irishman John Carmody was the first farmer in St Lucia from 1853, at the eastern end of this 

road where the University of Queensland lakes are today. He, together with his brother James 

and their families grew market garden vegetables and fruits, and also cotton and sugar cane 

before turning to dairying. Their land was resumed in 1930 for the University. At that time 

the family were the longest continuous settlers in St Lucia. 

Carmody Road was originally the main road through St Lucia and was named to honour the 

families in 1893; this section was later realigned and Carmody Park created. 

                                                 
15

  Plan of Country Lots Portions 8-19 Indooroopilly, 1857, S1518.29; Plan of Portion Nos. 20 to 48, 1858 

 H G Rawnsley S1518.57 Sunmap Museum. 
16

  Prof. F W Robinson’s 1952 Manuscript The University of Queensland and other Universities op.cit; 

 The Sunday Mail 28 March 1929 quoting J Carmody’s daughter Mrs. McCaffrey; Notes on a 

 conversation of J C Mahoney with Mr J A Carmody, 1960, Royal Historical Society of Queensland. 
17

  Plan of Country Lots Portions 8-19 Indooroopilly, 1857, S1518.29; Plan of Portion Nos. 20 to 48, 1858 

 H G Rawnsley S1518.57 Sunmap Museum. 
18

  The Brisbane Courier, 9 November 1893, p.6 Taringa Divisional Board; The Brisbane Courier 2 

 November 1893, p.6. Toowong  Shire Council. 
19

  Prof. Robinson’s 1952 Manuscript The University of Queensland and other Universities op.cit. 
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This area may be currently zoned Road Reserve, and if it is not possible to rezone it to a park, 

the St Lucia History Group will request that the historical information panel be erected 

anyway.  

A sign would ideally be placed facing Carmody Road at the western end of the park, and if 

possible a further sign at the eastern end, as it is quite a large area. 

 

2014 Proposal for  T L MURRAY PRIOR PARK: 

 

The proposed park is shown in the above photograph and is situated at the junction of The 

Esplanade and Tarcoola Street, St Lucia. In the 1920s the whole of the area between the river 

and The Esplanade, from the University to the Golf Club was named on maps as ‘Regatta 

Park’.
20

 It was also shown as a park on the Coronation Park Estate Maps, but not named. It 

was possibly named Regatta as the original 1911 proposal (see above) included using this 

stretch of the river for rowing regattas.  

The Brisbane water-ski club operated at St Lucia during the 1950s from the river edge near 

the end of Tarcoola St; the first carnival was in September 1952.
21

  The remains of a timber 

jetty can still be seen from the first loop off the Tarcoola track.
22

 

The Tarcoola track is a locally Bushcare maintained bush walk through to Long Pocket 

The proposed historical information panel could read: 

Thomas Lodge Murray Prior, pastoralist, land investor, financier and once Postmaster 

General purchased a third of the land comprising today’s St Lucia in 1859. Owning land from 

The Esplanade through to Carmody Road which he later sold to farmers and developers, he 

kindly donated land for the first church and school in the 1860s, both where Ironside State 

School is today. 

The St Lucia History Group also worked with Cr Judy Magub and later Cr Julian Simmonds 

to have BCC install history information signs at Acacia, Banksia, Dart, Guyatt, Ironside and 

St Lucia Playground. The SLHG suggested the subject and the wording, which Council then 

sometimes modified before installing the signs. Photos of those signs follow in the Park 

Schedule. The history information sign for Munro Park remain to be agreed with BCC.. 

The name and history signs for Jack Cook Park and Lex Ord Park were installed without 

input from the SLHG. 

                                                 
20

  Brisbane and Suburbs Street Map 1927  John Oxley Library 
21

  The Courier-Mail 8 December 1952 p 3 and 7; 6 March 1952 p8. 
22

  Pers.comm Trevor Nichols 
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2.4 Alphabetical Park Schedule 

ACACIA PARK, Carmody Rd  

 

 

 

This existing park is situated on Carmody Road between Boomerang Road and Dell Road, 

and has a secondary entrance from Picardy Street It has an overland-flow path running 

through it, children’s play equipment, a Scout Hut, and many mature shade trees. It dates from 

pre-European time when it was a swampy area on a small creek that ran from where Ironside 

State School is today, east to the swamp and north to the river.
23

 At the time of the original 

land survey in 1857 four acres was established as a ‘government water reserve’ beside the 

only main track at that time – Carmody Road.
24

 Originally purchased by T L Murray Prior, 

the adjacent Portion 20 was leased out for the grazing of stock supplying the nearby abattoir.
25

 

That land then had several owners before defaulting into the ownership of The National Bank 

of Australasia, and its predecessors.
26

 

In 1921 a group of residential sub-dividers led by W A Back worked with the bank to 

establish Coronation Park Estate, a 900 Lot estate which spanned from Carmody Road to the 

Esplanade and included Coronation Drive, now Hawken Drive, and from the University to 

Ironside State School The government water reserve remained and the subdividers donated 

additional area and named it Coronation Gardens.
27
 

Council took over management of the park in the early 1950s and named it Acacia Park, 

when Lord Mayor at the time John Chandler (later Sir J), lived in St Lucia and took a keen 

interest in the development of local parks. In 1957 the St Lucia/Ironside Scout Group were 

granted a lease to build a scout hut in the park, which remains in use today by various other 

community groups.
28

 

                                                 
23

  Prof F W Robinson, map Old St Lucia, University of Queensland Fryer Library op.cit  
24

  NSW Government Plan of 13 Small Farms Parish of Indooroopilly 1857 S1518 29. Sunmap Museum 
25

  The Moreton Bay Courier 28 September 1859 p2 c3. 
26

  Certificate of Title No. 142780 Vol. 886 Folio 20 1894 Royal Bank of Queensland. 
27

  Coronation Park estate map, courtesy R Bonetti née Back granddaughter of W A Back, c.1920; 

 Coronation Park estate map, State Library of Queensland, 1936. 
28

  BCC Parks File No 409 read December 2013 courtesy Mr S Lintern. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/13Parks Page 8 of 22 Printed October 19, 2017 

BANKSIA PARK, Sixth Ave 

  

 

 

This is the second-largest existing park in St Lucia and is situated off Carmody Road with 

Sixth and Twelfth Avenues as other boundaries. It is largely remnant bushland with an 

occasionally running creek and well maintained bush walking tracks through it. The eastern 

end has been partly cleared and is maintained as a grass park. 

Banksia Park is a natural dell, at times swampy, and was used by pioneer farmers only for 

cattle grazing. Many acres of bushland in this area were first purchased by T L Murray Prior 

in 1859 and went through various ownership changes. In the 1920s residential subdivider T M 

Burke offered for sale St Lucia Heights Estate, 837 residential lots that spanned from Ironside 

State School to Carmody Road, and established First through Twelfth Avenues and Central 

Avenue. No provision was made for parks.
29

 The existing school was the natural focus of the 

area and shops and churches were built close by, indeed the area adopted the neighbourhood 

name of Ironside after the school. Quite a number of community associations developed 

including Scouts and Guides, a Garden Club, Meals-on-Wheels, Red Cross etc. 

Council acquired this undeveloped land for a park in the 1930s, but it was not named until 

1988.
 30

 

 

 

                                                 
29

  St Lucia Heights Estate map, State Library of Queensland, 1922 
30

 BCC Parks File No 410 read December 2013 courtesy Mr S Lintern. 
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BELLEVUE TERRACE PARK     Name change requested of Council to Lang Farm Park 

in 2014, but not yet finalised by Council. 
 

 

 

The existing unnamed park is shown in the above photograph and is situated between Sir Fred 

Schonell Drive, Bellevue Terrace and Douglas Street, St Lucia. It has an overland-flow path 

running through it, children’s play equipment and many mature shade trees. 

The name change is proposed to reflect the history of the area and the full submission follows. 

Lang Farm dates from 1852 and was so well-known that it became the suburb name for much 

of this area long before Toowong, Taringa or St Lucia were established, and the name 

remained in use for the next 50 years.  This park is on the eastern boundary of Lang Farm, 

and this naming proposal recognises the important part the farm played in the history of 

Brisbane and St Lucia. 

During the convict era there had been a prohibition upon any free settlers coming within 80 

klms (50 miles) of the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement. After the abolition of transportation, 

Brisbane Town with a population only in the hundreds was declared open to free settlement in 

1842. 

The first Brisbane land sale by the Government (of New South Wales) was held in Sydney in 

1842 and was for small blocks in the town centre. In 1849 the first road on the north bank of 

the river was surveyed from Town to Moggill (which we now know as Coronation Drive, 

High Street Toowong and Moggill Road) to permit the sale of ‘Suburban Lots’ so that land 

could initially be farmed to provide food for the growing population, and later subdivided.
31

 

Land was offered for sale in the future Milton area in 1851 and in the future Toowong area in 

1852. Few actual sales occurred in 1852 as the area was considered too remote from Town – 

one could have purchased the site of today’s Toowong Village for the reserve price of £2 per 

acre (0.405 ha). However Mr Robert Cribb purchased 19 acres with frontage to the south bank 

of Toowong Creek and to the Brisbane River, in the vicinity of the now Sandford Street/Shell 

Service Station/Heroes Avenue.
32

 

                                                 
31

  Johnston W R, Brisbane The First Thirty Years 1988, Boolarong Press 
32

  Colony of New South Wales Dept of Lands Purchase Certificate No. 133 for Lot 25, 17 May 1852 
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Brisbane Town grew slowly and when the migrant ship Fortitude arrived from England in 

1849 with 256 people on board there was no accommodation for them – hence many set up 

camp on the edge of town in what became Fortitude Valley. Robert Cribb and his family were 

aboard the Fortitude but they lived firstly behind his bakers shop in Queen Street, and then on 

one of the original suburban allotments on Coronation Drive, near today’s Cribb Street, 

Milton.  

Robert’s great-granddaughter and biographer Ms E Johnson, writes:
33

 

He later became ‘a serious investor…branching into real estate… erecting substantial 

buildings…and a land and commission agent and timber merchant’.  Described as ‘one 

of the most entertaining of Brisbane’s colonists’, he was elected in 1859 as the Member 

for East Moreton in the NSW Legislative Assembly, then an MLA in the new Colony of 

Queensland. He became an Alderman on the Brisbane Municipal Council, the President 

of the Toowong Shire, and a Justice of the Peace sitting on the Police Court bench, all 

of which were unpaid roles. 

On the land he had purchased in 1852 Robert established St Lucia's first farm. He did not 

work it himself but employed a manager who very successfully grew cotton, and then ‘an 

immense number of orange trees…potatoes…cabbages’ on the flatter areas which are now 

Sandford Street/Shell Service Station. Table grapes and Mulberries grew in rows on the 

eastern side of the hill where Bellevue Terrace/Douglas Street is today.
34

 He named the farm 

Lang Farm after the Reverend Dr Lang who had persuaded him to immigrate to Brisbane. 

In 1876 the farm came into the ownership of architect Richard Gailey, who took up residence 

and fifteen years later built Glenolive Lodge with its extensive grounds where Sandford Street 

is today.
35

 In 1894 Gailey sold the balance of the land of which Bellevue Terrace Park is part, 

to The Brisbane Newspaper Co Ltd who subdivided it as Toowong Reach Estate. In the 1950s 

Brisbane City Council purchased part of the land for a public park, although the swampy area 

was not made into a usable park until the 1970s. 

In requesting the naming of this park Lang Farm Park, the St Lucia History Group seek to 

recognise the important part Robert Cribb and Lang Farm played in the development of St 

Lucia and Brisbane. 

The proposed historical information panel could read: 

Robert Cribb established St Lucia's first farm near here in 1852 growing fruit and vegetables for 

the growing Brisbane Town population, and also cotton. He named Lang Farm after the Rev Dr 

Lang who had persuaded him to emigrate from England. Cribb was a baker, then an auctioneer 

and land agent and for some years held three unpaid public offices simultaneously as a Member 

of Parliament, a Justice of the Peace and later President of the local Shire. 

 

 

CORONATION GARDENS       1922 See Acacia Park above. 

 

CORONATION PARK             1911 See information above under separate heading 

 

COUNCIL QUARRY              1885? 

  

                                                 
33

  Johnson E, Robert Cribb, from an Iceberg to Brisbane Town  Longleat House Publishing 2005 
34

  Queensland Daily Guardian 18 November 1865 
35

  Certificate of Title R. Gailey  9 December 1876     42408 Vol. 286 Folio 160; The Queenslander 4 July 

 1891 
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Part of Portion 11.  Use probably commenced around 1885 for road gravel, appears on 1927 

map as Council quarry; now the University Regiment parade ground.  Possibly also used in 

the early days for foundations of local houses. 

 

DART PARK, Coldridge St   

 

 
 

Flood prone land, was housing Lots in River Bend Estate, now used as a sports field, in the 

ownership of BCC since before 1953; was at one time a swampy area, used in the 1930s and 

40s as a council dump.36 Possibly acquired c.1952 by Department of Public Instruction.37 

Named after significant local resident Wm Dart in 2008. 

 

GUYATT PARK, Bryce St  

  

 
 

Was housing Lots in Ironside Estate and Hyde Park Estate  1888.  Lloyd Rees described 

today’s Guyatt Park around 1905:
38  

  

                                                 
36

  Pers. Comm. Keith Haig 2005. 
37

  Schiavo J, Union College A History, 1997, Union College University of Queensland. 
38

  Rees L op cit.  
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Mobolon stood in large grounds through which a creek meandered, ending in a 

waterfall…fishing for yabbies…we tried to stone hares to death … in the hope of seeing a 

koala or native bee hive and after rain we plucked wonderful harvests of mushrooms…The 

widest part of the creek was where it flanked our land.  Here we sailed in an old tin bath or 

canoed in round tubs…averaged about three feet deep… we built a bridge, saplings from the 

bush, bits of timber from the stables and nails were almost all the material needed. 

  

Tony Maniaty writes of Guyatt Park in the 1950s: That’s where the bamboo clump is, it’s fifty 

feet in diameter and just keeps growing and groaning in the wind; you stand about six feet 

away because it’s full of snakes, you can hear them all slithering about in the dry 

branches…
39
 

 

Park was named Guyatt Park by Council at the request of the St Lucia Progress Association 

‘as a tribute to the Guyatt family who have been well known and respected citizens residing in 

that part of St Lucia for many years.’
40

 David Guyatt was a member of the Taringa Divisional 

Board 1896.   

 

The Park sign reads: This park is named after Allen David Guyatt and Sofia Australia Guyatt 

who settled on this land in 1905.  They became valued members of the St Lucia community, 

raising six children who attended Ironside School.  The property was resumed by Brisbane 

City Council in 1951 and redeveloped as a park. 

 

IRONSIDE PARK, Guilfoyle St  1948  

 

 
 

This is the largest park in St Lucia and is mainly remnant bushland situated in a natural gulley 

either side of Guilfoyle Street, with added frontages to Ironside Street and Carmody Road 

(opposite Ryans Road junction). 

In 1859 Portion 24, 40 acres was firstly sold to T.L. Murray Prior who donated several acres 

for a chapel and a school to be built in the 1860s, on the site of today’s Ironside State School. 

In 1884 the balance of the 40 acres was purchased by Richard Gailey who on-sold it to 

Alexander Leslie in 1889.
41

 Eventually the land fell into the ownership of the London Bank of 

Australia Limited and in the 1920s became part of St Lucia Heights Estate.
42
  

                                                 
39

  Maniaty T All Over the Shop 1993 Penguin Books. 
40

  Brisbane City Council Meeting Minutes 1952-1952, p 1059. 
41

  Certificate of Title Vol 497 Folio 118 1884 Richard Gailey 
42

  Certificate of Title Vol. 602 Folio 19 1886 A S Leslie 
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Being centred around the Ironside State School the area became known colloquially as 

Ironside and was officially declared a neighbourhood of that name in 1975.
43

 Being mainly in 

a gulley the Ironside Park land was acquired progressively by council in the 1930s and 1940s 

for a park; the Scout hut was built in 1947 and the Guide Hut in 1952.
44

 It is said that some of 

the land had originally been sold to various purchasers in England, and when they failed to 

pay rates the Council resumed the land.
45

 A bushland walk exists in the Park.  

When Ironside State School began in 1870 it was the only school between Spring Hill and 

West Oxley (now Sherwood) and it was named Toowong School, because Toowong did not 

exist as a community until some years later. The school changed its name several times as 

other suburbs developed, and finally became Ironside State School in 1905 when the School 

Committee Secretary wrote on official letterhead to the Under Secretary, Department of 

Public Instruction ‘I have been instructed to write to you re changing the name of the 

Indooroopilly Pocket State School, to that of Ironside State School, as that is the postal 

address.’
 46

  

At that time the school stood alone in the bush to ‘serve the two farming settlements at the 

now St Lucia and Long Pocket, being it was said ‘equally far from both!’
47

 There were no 

home postal deliveries at that time so the school had its mail addressed to c/o The Ironside 

Post Office and Store. This store was actually situated on the corner of Sir Fred Schonell 

Drive and Ryans Road, and took its name from the surrounding Ironside Estate which had 

been developed in the 1880s by William Alexander Wilson. He also developed the St Lucia 

Estate where the University is today naming after his place of birth in the Caribbean, and 

named the Ironside Estate to his honour his wife, née Lydia Matilda Ironside.
48

   

The estate name fell into disuse and as the area around the school developed in the 1950s and 

1960s it became known colloquially as Ironside, even though it was not on the original estate 

of that name. 

The Courier-Mail in 1984 reported residents battling to stop Council selling the 4423 m² park 

off for residential Lots.49 

 

JACK COOK MEMORIAL PARK  (Not part of St Lucia today but was the western part of 

Lang Farm before being subdivided.) 

 

Flood prone land off Gailey Rd.  Was originally a swamp and then by the early 1900s a 

‘beautiful lagoon with wild-fowl and fish,’
50

 before being partially filled and named Heroes 

Park sometime after World War I, and transferred to the Brisbane City Council on trust for 

park purposes.
51

   

 

Oscar Jones ran cows on the paddock up until the 1960s.
52

  American Admiral Kenny lived in 

the original ‘Wilcelyn’ on the hill beyond Indooroopilly Rd during World War II, and learnt 

                                                 
43
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44
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45

  Marjorie Shackleton, local resident  2006. 
46

  Queensland State Archives File EDU Z1303 
47

  Prof. Robinson’s 1952 Manuscript The University of Queensland and other Universities and other 

 documents including interviewing J A Carmody, University of Queensland Fryer Library 
48

  Prof. Robinson’s 1952 Manuscript op cit. 
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  The Courier-Mail of 23 March 1984 p 2 c 4.  
50

  R Cribb map of access to Lang Farm 1860 courtesy Ms B Johnson. 

 J Mackenzie letter to P Brown 14 December 2004. 
51

  Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949/1950 p 377, 336, 398. 
52

  Brown, Peter, 2003 Venables interview record.  
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to play cricket with the local kids in Oscar Jones paddock.
53

 The unfilled section was used as 

a Council tip in the 1950s.
54

  

 

Over the years various clubs have leased space in the park, including the Victory-Souths 

Baseball Club, the QCA Church Union, Western Districts Baseball Club, Little Athletics and 

the Toowong Harriers who are still there today.  In 1984 the name was changed to Jack Cook 

Memorial Park, Jack being a significant local identity, and president of the Harriers for 34 

years.
55

  

 

Park sign reads:  Jack Cook was a long time Toowong identity.  A keen sportsman, Jack Cook 

was an active member of the Toowong Harriers Athletics for 58 years and was President of 

the club for 34 years.  Jack Cook was also President of the Toowong sub-branch of the RSL 

for 8 years. 

 

LEX ORD PARK, Indooroopilly Rd/Carawa St  

 

 
 

MUNRO PARK, Armadale St  
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This park is mainly remnant bushland situated in a natural 

gulley between Prospect Terrace and Armadale Street. It has a 

small cleared area with some play equipment situated on the 

Armadale Street frontage. 

The land was donated to Council for a park in 1936 by Alan 

Whiteside Munro who in 1950 became the MLA for the 

Toowong area, Minister for Justice and Attorney-General 

1957–63, Leader of the Liberal Party and Deputy Premier 1962 

to 1965. The park was named after him.
56

 In 1965 Mr Munro 

became a Knight Bachelor of the Order of the British Empire 

(KBE) for his ‘distinguished and statesmanlike services to the 

state as a minister and parliamentarian’, and became entitled to 

use the honorific ‘Sir’.
57

  

The first local government body for the area, a Divisional Board, was established in 1880. A 

number of well known local residents were elected to the Board and served without 

remuneration.
58

  

The area became part of the new Shire of Taringa in 1903 and this was grouped with 19 

others in 1925 to become the Greater Brisbane Council. 

Local resident and later Chairman of the local Divisional Board Richard Gailey Architect and 

builder, purchased a large tract of land in this area in 1876. He donated land to form Gailey 

Road and part of Sir Fred Schonell Drive, and built his house Glenolive Lodge beside the river 

(now Sandford Street).
59

 In 1899 the Brisbane Newspaper Co Ltd began developing this area 

as Toowong Reach Estate and this park is situated on several housing lots between Armadale 

Street and Prospect Terrace.
60

  

The Divisional Board in 1893 named a number of government roads in St Lucia after local 

residents i.e. Gailey Road, Ryan Road, Swann Road and Carmody Road. They also named 

various unnamed local streets after their early residents i.e. (R E) Munro, Keith, Sisley, 

Depper, Hiron, Bryce, and Raven Streets.
61

 

Armadale Street was originally named Riverview Terrace, but it was renamed in the mid 

1950s to avoid confusion with the same street name in Indooroopilly. 

The historical information panel proposed by the SLHG but not yet installed by BCC could 

read: 

In 1936 AW Munro (later Sir Alan KBE) MLA for the Toowong Electorate 1950 -1963, 

donated this residential land in the Toowong Reach Estate to council for a public park. 

Local government began in 1880 and many local residents gave their services voluntarily to 

the Boards and later Shires. In 1893 the Taringa Board named local roads after prominent 

local residents i.e. Gailey, Ryan, Swann and Carmody Roads, and Munro, Keith, Sisley, 

Depper, Hiron, Bryce and Raven Streets. 
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In 1925 nineteen local government areas were combined to form the Greater Brisbane 

Council. 

Brisbane City Council has changed a number of road names over the years; First to Fourth 

Avenues St Lucia were renamed in 1938, Coronation Drive on Coronation Park Estate St 

Lucia became Hawken Drive in 1949, Riverview Terrace in the Toowong Reach Estate 

became Armadale Street c.1950, and St Lucia Road became Sir Fred Schonell Drive in 1970. 

 

PERRIN PARK, Heroes Ave   1893 (Not part of St Lucia today but was the western part of 

Lang Farm before being subdivided.) 

 

 
 

Flood prone land, part of which was acquired by Council in 1893 but leased back to the Perrin 

family for many years and used by them for horse grazing.62 An agistment lease was renewed 

in 1936.63 Part was used for Chinese market gardens.64 In 1962 Council sold off some of the 

land for the Shell service station, and in 1967 offered the Toowong Bowls Club the lease for 

the area they still occupy.  A further portion was used in 1972 for a sewage pumping station 

and this required the enclosure of part of Toowong Creek.65  The Perrin Family donated their 

section of land to Council for park purposes.
66

 

 

ROTARY  PARK, Macquarie Street       1988
67
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This existing park is situated on Macquarie Street near the junction with Keith Street and 

adjacent to the Toowong Boat Club shed. 

First sold as a farm in 1857, Portion 12 was initially leased in smaller Lots and of this Lot it is 

written:
68

 

Samuel Skinner, wife Jane (neé Moore), and three young sons arrived at Morton Bay 

from Devon England in 1858 on the Ascendant. Two of Jane’s brothers, William and 

John accompanied them. Samuel and Jane could both read and write and were of the 

Wesleyan faith. In the early 1860s they rented farmland at St Lucia and there for 

thirteen years they grew crops, chiefly cotton, sugar cane and lucerne…The ground was 

fertile, hence the produce was of good quality; their ginned cotton won prize awards, A 

special tribute must be paid to Mrs Jane Moore. She was an outstanding wife and 

mother, a devout Christian and church worker, who spent much of her time and ability 

in the service of God and her neighbours. 

…[the farm was] near the present site of the University  Boat Shed, where the Moores 

lived from 1864 to 1880 

This area was not subdivided in the 1880s, as was the adjacent St Lucia Estate and the 

Princess Bridge Estate, whilst the subdividers tried unsuccessfully to get a toll bridge built by 

the government from Boundary Road West End across the river to this Lot.
69

 

A row-boat ferry operated across the river here in the 1890s to connect new residents to West 

End and the city. In the 1930s a bridge was again planned to provide direct access by tram and  
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69
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cars from the City to an avenue leading to the new University of Queensland Forgan Smith 

building, however cost prevented it from ever being built.
70

  

Known as Carmody’s Paddock in the 1920s, the area was acquired by Brisbane City Council 

in 1931 at the request of the St Lucia Progress and Debating Society for use by the St Lucia 

Football Club and Cricket Club, who offered to improve the ground.
71

  It was first known as 

the St Lucia Park, later the St Lucia Sports Ground.
72

 In the 1940s the area was made 

available to the Bureau of Industry and in 1951 it was leased for three years to the University 

for military training of University students.
73

 By 1953 much of it had been swapped for what 

is now Dart Park on Coldridge St with the State Government for University use.  

The riverfront park was retained by Council and subsequently areas were leased in 1974 to the 

two rowing clubs, and in 1986 to the Kindergarten. The Rotary International Presidents Park 

was established in 1992 at the request of the St Lucia Rotary, for the reason given in the 

plaques:
74

 

There is currently no council park name sign. The proposed historical information panel could 

read: 

This area was farmed from the 1860s by the Skinner and Moore families who grew 

market vegetables, cotton, sugar cane and lucerne. In the 1880s the area was nominated 

as the landing point for a proposed toll bridge from West End, and again in the 1920s 

for a proposed bridge to access the planned university.  

At the request of the St Lucia Progress and Debating Society, a large area was acquired 

by Brisbane City Council in 1927 to be the St Lucia Sports Ground, before being mostly 

transferred to the University of Queensland in 1949. This park was established and 

named by council in 1992 to celebrate the 1935 visit of Paul Harris the founder of 

Rotary International to Brisbane, and later visits by Rotary International Presidents. 

The sign and panel would ideally be placed facing the Macquarie Street/Keith Street junction. 

 

ST LUCIA PLAYGROUND       1948  
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This park is situated on Carmody Road between Baty Street and Townley Street (originally 

Third and Fourth Avenues within the St Lucia Heights Estate). It is one of the few parks in St 

Lucia that is level and cleared enough to enable team ball games to be played. The land was 

deliberately resumed in 1949 as part of Council’s Parks and Playgrounds Scheme of that era.
75

  

In 1953 the St Lucia Progress Association gave Brisbane City Council £150 for the purchase 

of playground equipment which is presumably when the park got its current name. 76 

At its meeting of 21 June 1938, Council considered a report from a Conference held between 

the Lord Mayor, the Town Clerk, and the Deputy Director of the Department of Post and 

Telegraph, with regard to street nomenclature: 

It was agreed that no names shall be duplicated, and to recommend to the Council that 

it deal with all cases of duplication by giving other suitable names, these names to be as 

simple and euphonious as possible, and to be drawn from flora and fauna, pioneers, 

prominent public men [past and present] and aboriginal names; and that re-naming of 

streets, where duplication has occurred be carried out in a manner that will ensure as 

little inconvenience as possible to residents.
77
 

At its meeting on 29 November 1938, Council decided that in St Lucia, First Avenue should 

be renamed Ironside Street (Aust. Artist), and Second Avenue Guilfoyle Street (Q’land Sugar 

Pioneer); the descriptions in brackets were given alongside the name change.
78

 Adelaide Eliza 

Ironside (1831-1861) was a world renowned painter who, under the influence of J D Lang 

became the first Australian born painter to study abroad.
79

  

At its meeting on 7 February 1939, Council decided that, Third Ave should be renamed Baty 

Street (Qld. Mining).
80

 A week later Council decided that Fourth Ave should be renamed 

Townley Street (Queensland Mining Pioneer), and that Main St should be renamed Walcott 

Street (Pioneer Knight).
81

  

Resumed for park about 1949.  Mr Viertel sold 2 rood 17 perch 9, just over ½ an acre, on 

Carmody St for £850.  Mr Dalrymple sold land on Townley St frontage.82  In 1953 the St 

Lucia Progress Association paid Brisbane City Council £150 for the purchase of playground, 

which Council installed at its expense.83 This is presumably when the park got its current 

name. 

 

ST LUCIA SPORTS GROUND 1927  

 

Between the river, Mill Rd, St Lucia Rd and Keith St.  Known as Carmody’s Paddock when 

acquired by Brisbane City Council at the request of the St Lucia Progress and Debating 

Society for use by the St Lucia Football Club and Cricket Club, who offered to improve the 

ground.84  First noted by name on 1929 layout plan for the University,85 The matter of 

improvement was still being discussed in 1931.
86

 In the 1940s it was made available to the 
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Bureau of Industry and in 1951 it was leased for three years to the University for military 

training of University students.
87

 By 1953 it had been resumed by the State Government for 

University use.88 Subsequently it became Rotary Park and University oval No. 6.   

 

3. River and creeks  

3.1 Professor F W Robinson’s Historic plan. 

The following plan was drawn by Prof Robinson circa 1950 following his research of the 

earliest days of farming and shows his understanding of the original swamps and creeks, 

overlaid with the first subdivision roads of 1857 and the location of the University Great 

Court (dotted).
89
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3.2 Alphabetical river and creeks schedule  

Name Date, Origin and Notes 

Brisbane River 1823 Named by John Oxley after Sir Thomas Brisbane, Governor of 

Colony of New South Wales 

Carmody Creek     1924 map.   Formed the western boundary of the Carmody family’s 

farm Portion 15.  Also on 1927 map.  Name still used 1955.  Now the 

Alumni Teaching Gardens between the lakes and the river 

Gailey Creek Now an underground stormwater drain alongside 72 Sandford St; used 

to be a creek running from Prospect Tce, down Douglas St and into the 

river, originally formed the boundary between Portions 7 and 8. 

Named after Richard Gailey who purchased the land in 1876 and lived 

on Portion 7 until 1893.  First named on 1927 map, but ephemeral 

Sandy Creek 1859 onwards, nominated boundary on Title Deed of Portion 30 that 

year. Runs through the Golf Course. Lloyd Rees records that the 

Headmaster, Mr Wagner, would sometimes take the boys down to 

Sandy Creek; it was tidal with high banks fronting the river. Those 

who could not swim used to hang onto the reeds around the edges, and 

Rees says that he very nearly drowned one day because the water was 

deep.
90

 

Smyth Creek The name appears on maps c.1880, 1903 and 1917 as the creek in the 

now Guyatt Park.
91

  It was possibly named because Jesse Smith and 

his wife lived close by 1860-1876. The ramp to the CityCat ferry was 

once a small waterfall and the exit point for a freshwater creek that 

meandered through today’s Guyatt Park. It ran alongside Brisbane St 

then under a bridge on Sir Fred Schonell Dr before meandering 

through the Park. First bridged in about the 1860s it served as a 

household water supply and irrigation system for the adjacent farms. 

Along Brisbane St in particular it remained an important supply for 

Martin Depper’s market garden and the strawberry farm through to the 

1950s.  It has been enclosed in a storm water pipe over the years, and 

little trace remains. Jim Mackenzie reminds us that the creek in Guyatt 

Park was quite deep, with steep sides, and water cress grew near the 

bridge under St Lucia Rd. The name also appears on 1927, 1943 and 

1950 maps wrongly identified as the creek that forces the break in 

Macquarie St 

Toowong Creek    1851 Found on first survey of area by J C Burnett 
92

  See also Perrin 

Park 

Unnamed Creek The longest creek in St Lucia has never had a name.  It began 

originally behind the school, and that part was filled in many years ago 

to make the playing field. Lloyd Rees reports that in the early nineteen 
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hundreds: There was a creek down at the back of the school consisting 

of a network of pools, with the water running from one to the 

other…they were wonderful little pools for catching bush lobsters.
93

 

In the late 1880s the creek alignment was used as the dividing line 

between two future subdivisions - Coronation Park Estate and St Lucia 

Heights Estate.  It continues today as an active creek at the rear of the 

houses between Highland Tce (West) and Ninth Ave. Whilst now 

largely piped as a storm water drain thereafter, it used to flow into 

Acacia Park, which was a waterhole or small swamp used in the late 

nineteenth century for watering cattle. It eventually flowed down to 

swamps where the University northern sports-fields are today 

  

 

                                                 
93

  Rees L op cit. 


