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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
These notes gather together a number of local history research threads which when combined, begin 
to provide the framework for further research on one of our district’s early settler families. 
 
Few of the first purchasers of local land in the late 1850s/early 1860s worked it themselves, much was 
bought as speculative investment. The actual clearing and development, turning it into agricultural 
land, was left to couples like George and Mary Carr. 
 
George and Mary appear to have leased land in St Lucia on their arrival from Northern Ireland, within 
a relatively short time purchasing at Long Pocket. No doubt, initially under difficult conditions, they 
obviously made a success of their venture, George becoming prominent in the local community. 
 
Their children followed in their parents footsteps, continuing to farm successfully at Long Pocket 
until the end of 1947 when the land was resumed by BCC. The family were naturally devastated, 
losing their livelihood as well as severing their connection with the land which had been part of their 
life for so long. The fact that the park proposed by John Chandler was never developed must have 
been a double disappointment. The Carrs were not alone in this, a number of other long standing 
farming families were similarly affected. 
 
Their sacrifice, however, could be described as our gain as the Pocket has remained a green one, 
albeit with limited general access (unless you play golf). 
 
As more information becomes available the Notes will be updated progressively. 
 
 
 
References & Illustrations – as noted in the text (by author uno) 
 
 
Other Reading 
 
‘My heart is at Long Pocket’ an interview with Leila Carr in 2001 published by The Toowong and 
District Historical Society in the third book of their series of oral histories. 
 
These notes are based on independent research to the above which only came to light when T&DHS 
published towards the end of 2006.  
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MRS ENID CARR – Long time Taringa Resident 
 

Record of discussions with St Lucia History Group members Marilyn England and Andrew 
Darbyshire on 8 March, 10 August and 2 September 2006 

 
 
Enid Carr (nee Wellington) has lived in Taringa for 43 years. Initially from Ayr, she visited Brisbane 
for holidays and moved here when she was 24. Other than a nephew who now lives there, Enid no 
longer has any connections with the Ayr/Townsville area where she grew up. 
 
Whilst her family knew and had visited the Carr family at Long Pocket, she first met Bill at St Johns 
in Brisbane where they eventually married in 1955 (Enid’s solid timber kitchen chairs are from St 
John’s, complete with shelf for your prayer book, sold to her for $1 each when they were replaced 
with new ones). During their courting days Enid would travel from Brisbane by bus to the end of 
Indooroopilly Road and then walk the rest of the way to the farm. By this time Bill’s father had 
passed away. 
 
Bill (William Thomas Henry) Carr was a descendent of Mr George Carr, one of our district’s early 
settlers. Bill died in 1980. 
 
Enid and Bill’s sister Leila were close friends and Enid cared for her in her later years. With no 
immediate descendents Enid and Leila decided that on Leila’s death the proceeds from the sale of the 
Meiers Road Carr family home would be donated to the Glaucoma Society. 
 
Enid has provided the following information on the Carr family, she advises that it is primarily based 
on knowledge passed down from family members. 
 
Descendants of George and Mary Carr  
 
Enid believes George and Mary arrived from Northern Ireland as early as 1856 on the Persia. There is 
some suggestion the family name may have been a corruption of Kerr. Prior to taking up land at Long 
Pocket George farmed on leased land in St Lucia, probably at the university end. George grew 
potatoes and other produce and took them to market in Brisbane for sale. 
 
When George and Mary first settled at Long Pocket they lived in a timber slab humpy. Aboriginals 
were still living in the area at the time and apparently George or Mary would occasionally look up and 
see a face peering at them through the gaps in the timber. 
 
Enid understands the first Carr farm was at the tip of the Pocket. 
 
George was active in local affairs and represented the area on the early local authorities. His sons 
would follow in his footsteps. Carr Street in St Lucia is a reminder of the family’s role in the 
community.  
 
George and the family initially attended St Thomas Church at Toowong and were actively involved in 
the establishment of St Andrews on Lamberts Road. Once built this became the family place of 
worship (Bill was christened there). 
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Original St Andrews Church Indooroopilly nestled behind the new brick church 
 
George and Mary had at least five children John, George (Murphy), William, David and Ann Jane. 
 
John married a Catholic girl, however, his mother Mary insisted that their children be christened at St 
Andrew’s. John died around 1920. 
 
The family had two farms at Long Pocket, one on the right hand side of Long Pocket Road (the 
original road is now part of the Indooroopilly Golf Club), approximately one third the way along from 
the intersection with Meiers Road, the other at the tip.  
 
William Thomas Henry (Bill’s father) and David ran the first of these, the dairy farm, the Carlyle 
Jersey Stud, and John (Jack) the farm at the end of the pocket. 
 
David was the ‘gentleman’ farmer, William the brains of the family. The brothers won many 
competitions for the quality of their livestock and breeding programme and Enid recalls a whole 
cabinet full of trophies. 
 
 

 
 
               William Thomas Henry Carr – JOL                              Carlyle Jersey Stud cows – JOL 
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Silver Tea Service and Tray – example of William and David’s Trophies 
(Photograph – George and Mary with grandchildren William and Leila) 

 
William married Rebecca Mullens of Chelmer and Enid remembers visiting the Mullens house on the 
corner of Oxley Road and Queenscroft Street (the house is still there). She recalls an attic above the 
ceiling. Rebecca was one of 6 children, five girls and a boy. 
 

 
 

Original home of Rebecca Mullens Chelmer 
 
William and Rebecca had two children, William Thomas Henry (Bill) and Rebecca Mary Leila. Bill 
and Leila attended Ironside School. Of the two children Leila was the most ‘at home’ on the farm. 
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Leila Carr (rear left) at Ironside School 1919/20 – JOL 
 
In the late 1940’s the brothers, along with other Long Pocket land owners, were forced to give up 
their properties under resumption orders from the Brisbane City Council who proposed the 
development of a ‘water’ theme park. They had all worked hard to make the farms a success and the 
whole family were devastated when this happened. In the later years of their life the brothers should 
have been savouring the fruits of their labour. Leila was particularly disappointed as she saw the 
scheme eventually come to nothing.1  
 
The river featured in family recollections including the 1893 flood washing away land at the creek 
near CSIRO, and running nets across the stretch of water between the river bank and Indooroopilly 
Island to catch fish. Enid’s own house in Taringa was caught in the 1974 floods, the water backing up 
Toowong Creek. As they were on holiday down the coast, it was left to Enid and Bill’s friends to  put 
everything they could up on tables away from the rising waters.   
 

 
 

                                                 
1 The resumed land became a public park, Sir John Chandler Park, however, the theme park never got off the ground. 
During the 1960’s Council called for tenders for 180 acres of the park to be developed as a recreational facility. 
Indooroopilly Golf Club (originally established in the early 1920’s at what is now St Lucia Golf Links) were successful in 
their proposal to lease the land and developed a new course. In the 1980’s BCC and the Golf Club arranged a land swap 
and the Club received a similar size land holding in exchange for their St Lucia links. General public access is now 
restricted to the strip of land along the extended Meiers Road (Long Pocket Road, the access to the farms, was closed) and 
the small park at the tip of the pocket. Long Pocket, however, remains one of the few undeveloped areas of the inner suburbs 
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1947 BCC Land Resumptions 
 
 
The following information is primarily based on extracts from The Queensland Government Gazette 
(Courtesy Michael Yeates) 
 
 

 
 

2005 Google Earth Image 
 

 
 

Carr Family Resumptions (on 1946 Aerial Photograph base - BCC) 
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Extracts from the Government Gazette 

 
 

 
 
Summary of Carr Family Property noted in ‘The Schedule’ 
 

Sub Portion Approx Area 
(Acres) 

Proprietor 

    
5 67 2 Ann Jane Carr 
    

1 73 9 David Ralph Acheson Carr 
    

2 70 and 71 13 William Thomas Henry Carr 
    

2 84 24 John Leslie Guilford Carr and George Harold 
Carr – tenants in common 

    
 85 20 John Leslie Guilford Carr and George Harold 

Carr – tenants in common 
    

4/2/2 28 2 David Ralph Acheson Carr 
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Miss Ann Jane Carr 
 

From the Great Western Gazette 26 August 1959 
(Courtesy Michael Yeates) 

 
 

 
Western Suburbs Pioneer Honoured by RNA 

 
Miss Ann Jane Carr of Long Pocket, Indooroopilly, who is 96 years of age, has been honoured by The 
Royal National Association. 
 
In a very nice letter to Miss Carr, the secretary, Mr. J. H. Kennedy, gave her a most cordial invitation 
to be present at this year’s Centenary Exhibition as their guest. 
 
Enclosed with the letter was a RNA. brooch giving her access to any part of the grounds or official 
enclosures that she wishes to enter. 
 
Miss Carr was one of five persons still living, who had the distinction of attending the first Exhibition 
in 1876. With two friends, (since deceased), they walked from Long Pocket to Toowong, caught a bus 
– horse powered – to town, and then walked from there to the Show Grounds. One memory she has is 
of having a “tune” on a piano and a man told her not to touch ! 
 
She was born at St Lucia on January 15th 1863 and was on the original role of Ironsides State School 
in 1878. She walked from Long Pocket to attend Sunday School at St Thomas’ Church of England, 
Toowong (the old St Thomas Church in Curlew Street). 
 
Miss Carr’s parents Mr. and Mrs. George Carr came to Queensland from Eineskillen, Northern 
Ireland, in 1861, and rented a farm at St Lucia. Mr Carr brought with him to Australia a wife, a child 
and a sovereign ! Four sons and two more daughters were born. 
 
The Carrs bought a mixed farm at Long Pocket when Ann was nearly five. In 1887 Mr. George Carr 
won a silver cup for having the best 10 acre farm in the East Moreton district. As Ann grew older she 
made butter and cooked in the camp oven and did her share of milking. She could still milk when she 
was 88. 
 
Miss Carr was unable to attend the Centenary Exhibition but received a most glorious bouquet of 
flowers with a card enclosed – from Royal National Association. She was very delighted. 
 
Miss Carr has also lived in Toowong for periods during her later days, with her sister, Mrs. M. F. 
Simpson of High Street, Toowong. Mrs. Simpson is 88 years of age and has lived nearly all her 
married life in High Street. 
 
So the Carr family are truly old Pioneers of the Western Suburbs. 
 
One nephew is Mr. Cecil Kerr, a Rhodes Scholar. 
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Family Carr 
 

Toowong Cemetery (Grave and burial records) 
Sherwood Cemetery 

 
 
Toowong Cemetery 
 
George and Mary are buried with other members 
of the family in a large plot (3 graves) just below 
Governor Blackall. There is space in the grave. 
 

 
 
The grave monument, in excellent condition 
(perhaps this is a recent replacement), provides 
details of George and Mary and two of their sons 
and a grandchild. 
 
The records also show that a Robert Kerr was also 
buried in the grave (1919), just a couple of years 
after George. This lends weight to the suggestion 
that the Carrs may have changed their name from 
Kerr at some time (or perhaps he was just a 
relative who came with them from Ireland).  
 
Both names have connections back to Ireland and 
Scotland –  their forefathers may have been part of 
the Scottish protestant stock sent to populate 
catholic Ireland.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

George’s details indicate he arrived in 
Australia around 1861 (which ties in with 
Ann Jane’s account). 
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It may be reasonable to assume that John’s son, 
John Leslie Guildford (Guilford on the land 
resumption Schedule) inherited his fathers interest 
in the farm at the end of Indooroopilly Pocket.  
 
John Leslie is noted as the eldest son, it may be 
that George Harold (the ‘Tenant in Common’ of 
the land) was a younger brother. 
 
Sherwood Cemetery 
 
Buried in the family grave at Sherwood are 
William Thomas Henry Carr, another of George 
and Mary’s sons, together with his wife Rebecca 
(nee Mullens) and their children Rebecca Mary 
Leila and William Thomas Henry (Bill - Enid’s 
husband). 
 
Again William Thomas Henry and Rebecca’s 
gravestone is in excellent condition. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Draft Family Tree 
 
An attempt has been made to prepare a 
family tree, however, there are a number 
of relationships which are unclear. 
 
There seems little doubt that George and 
Mary had at least four children, Ann Jane, 
who may have been the eldest, John 
(‘Oakland Farm’? - refer next section), 
William Thomas Henry and David Ralph 
who jointly appear to have had the Carlyle 
Jersey Stud. 
 
George Harold’s vintage is unclear, he 
may have been another son of John, or 
been one of George and Mary’s children.  
 
There is also reference to Mrs MF 
Simpson as Ann Jane’s sister in the Great 
Western Gazette article, she certainly lived 
with her in the 1920’s (refer following 
section). 
 
Bit more work to do to clarify.  
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George Carr Born: Carrol County, Fermanagh, Ireland Robert Kerr
(1833 - 1917) Died: Indooroopilly ( ? - 1919)

m Arrived Australia: approx 1861 Buried in family grave
Mary ?

(1837 - 1912)

Ann Jane John M F  ? William Thomas Henry David Ralph Acheson George ?
1863 - 1959'ish (1869 - 1918) (1871 - ?) (1875 - 1951) (1879 - 1951)

Spinster m m m Bachelor
Catholic girl Mr Simpson Rebecca Mullens

( ?  -  ? ) (Toowong) (1874 - 1954)

John Leslie ? William Thomas Henry Rebecca Mary Leila George Harold
Guilford (1903 - 1980) (1909 - 2003) ?

(1897 - 1950) m 1955 Spinster (Joint owner farm
Enid Wellington with Johm Leslie G Carr

(1914) late 1940's)
?  Les Sister or
?  Paul Sister in Law ?
?  Pearl

 
 

Leila’s recollections recorded by T&DHS note Richard Kerr was George and Mary’s son born in Ireland. He was followed by Ann, 
 George (died as infant), Mary, John, William, Susan (missing from above) and David [More work required] 
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Extracts from ‘Posties Cops and Ferrymen’  
St Lucia History Group Paper No 7 February 2004 - Andrew Darbyshire 

 
 
 
 1885, Australian Joint Stock Bank advice to Commissioner that the rented property in Toowong 

has been sold to Mr George Carr  [may have been the same George Carr who served on the 
Divisional Boards of Indooroopilly and Taringa. Having purchased from a bank it may also be 
that they had foreclosed on someone] 

 
 1896, letter to George Carr requesting reduction in rent to 10/- [Queensland was in the middle of a 

depression during this period]. This was agreed by George who addressed his letter as ‘Toowong’ 
 
 1898, Police still in George Carr house, correspondence uses ‘Indooroopilly’ as his address, 

looking for return to 15/- per week, isn’t making a return on investment at 10/- 
 
 1918, Miss Ann Jane Carr advises of the death of her brother John Carr (Oakland Farm, Long 

Pocket) who had been receiving the rent from the property in accordance with her deceased 
father’s wishes for some years. The property had been willed to her by her father and the rent 
should now be paid to her agent. Miss Carr’s address, Long Pocket (Oakland Farm as John ?) 

 
 1924, rent increased to 30/- per week (corresponding c/o Mrs ME Simpson, Carina ?, High Street, 

Towong) 
 
 1925, current lease from Miss Carr expires 30 September 1925 
 
 30 Sep 1925, old station vacated on time and keys handed over to ‘Landlady’ Miss Carr 
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Carr Family House – 32 Meiers Road Long Pocket 
 
 

The following photographs were taken in August 2006, by October 2006 the house had been removed 
(the second of the early settlers homes ‘lost’ to the area recently – remnants of Redhead farm/home 
approx 100m up the road removed and in the process of redevelopment)  
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2005 Google Earth base 
 

 
 

1946 Aerial Photograph base – BCC 
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Passing of a Pioneer 
 

The Brisbane Courier Obituary 29 December 1917 
Courtesy Joe McCaffrey and Peter Brown 

 
 
Mr George Carr one of the oldest residents of Long Pocket, died there on December 23.  
 
He landed in Brisbane from the ship Persia in December 1861 and immediately entered upon farming 
pursuits. By arrangement Mr William Lane, brother of Mr Charles Lane snr. of Long Pocket, had 
arrived a year earlier, and chosen a block of land and erected the then usual slab and bark humpy to 
receive its future occupants – George Carr, his wife, and son (then an infant). The site was chosen on 
a part of what is known as St Lucia.  
 
There William Lane and George Carr entered upon a career of farmers in partnership. They were both 
men of fine physique and magnificent constitutions, to which was added a buoyant energy and 
persistent determination. They both , with many of their friends, came from Enniskillen, Co 
Fermanagh, Ireland.  
 
Straightway from the ship George Carr entered on his new life in the sweltering heat of a Queensland 
December. His equipment was an American Axe and a couple of hoes: his objective was to hew out a 
living for himself, his wife, and son amongst the then primitive scrub of St Lucia. His remaining 
capital was one sovereign. With pride he often related that for his first year’s work he netted nearly ₤3 
per week wrung from primitive earth by such toil as only pioneers of that era would voluntarily 
undertake. 
 
It was their daily custom to work as long as they were physically able from light to dark, and after 
dark by candle light. Yet they were cheerful and happy, and in writing to their friends would jocularly 
refer to their habitation as possessing as many windows as there were days of the year – of course 
referring to the chinks between the slabs – for as a rule their windows were wooden shutters. 
 
There was only one highway to Brisbane in those days and that was the Brisbane River: everything 
they grew was brought by boat to the then struggling city, and very often carried on their backs to the 
purchasers. 
 
Six years after starting at St Lucia Mr Carr took up his abode in Long Pocket, where he had purchased 
an area of standing scrub in what was then known as the Big Scrub. This was not a Government grant 
or selection, but a straight out purchase at ₤13/10/- per acre (the price paid for that land over fifty 
years ago). Here he established his home and carried on business till about fifteen years ago, when he 
retired and gave the greater portion of his landed property to his sons. 
 
He served on the Taringa and Indooroopilly shires for twenty years prior to his retirement from 
business. His maxims to which he often referred with undisguised pride, were: ‘Call no man boss: 
wrong no man: buy as cheap as you can: sell as dearly as you can, but always stick to your bargain: 
provide for a rainy day.” In all of these he was eminently successful. He never worked a day for an 
employer in Australia during a residence of 56 years, and only one member of the family of four sons 
and three daughters departed from that maxim. 
 
His home was the gathering place of those who came from his old country home. 
 
His death, although he has reached the age of 84 years, was not expected. On Sunday he visited, as 
was his wont, his son’s (WH Carr’s) residence, about half a mile from his own residence, where he 
was in his usual spirits, and made no complaint. On nearing his gate on his return, in company with 
his son and daughter, he was seen to put his hand to his heart. He immediately collapsed, and without 
uttering a word passed peacefully away. 
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He leaves four sons, three daughters, 21 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
 
On Boxing day a large assemblage of his old friends and their descendants followed him to his last 
resting place at Toowong Cemetery, where he was laid beside his wife, who had predeceased him 
upwards of five years.  
 
Many floral tributes were received the senders including: “His loving family” William, Rebecca, Bill 
and Leila, Mrs GS Lambert and family, Mr and Mrs E Lambert, Mr and Mrs WF Taylor, Mr and Mrs 
McClure, members of Taringa Shire Council, Mr and Mrs RH Strong, Mr and Mrs J Clark and family, 
Mr and Mrs Arthur Feez, Mr and Mrs WT Robertson, “His Grandchildren at Chelmer” (Ruth, Lucy, 
Lillie and Lizzie), Mrs Carmody and family, Mr and Mrs Penhaligon sen., Mr and Mrs Macartney, 
Duncalfe and Co., Mr Mrs Miss Croft, Mr and Mrs Thomas and family, Mrs KM Smith. 
 
At the graveside were assembled Messrs. T Morrow, WR Smith, Charles McCaffrey, J Maguire, R 
Maguire, J Cruse, C Lane jnr., Johnston Smyth, G Griffiths, H Lambert, M Blasdell, J Redhead, R 
Barton, T Mullen and many others. The Rev Canon Jones read the burial service. 


