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1. LONG POCKET INTRODUCTION 

Long Pocket is within the ‘County of Stanley, Parish of Indooroopilly’. When farmland was 
sold in 1857/1862 in the area of today’s St Lucia and Long Pocket, the area became known as 
‘Indooroopilly Pocket’ 

The area considered as Long Pocket for the purpose of this Paper is bounded to the North by 
Sandy Creek at the St Lucia Golf Course and the Brisbane River, to the east and south by the 
river, and to the west by Indooroopilly Road and Thomas Gardens on Harts Road. 

The peninsula of Long Pocket covers some 500 acres.  Like St Lucia, it is one of the most 
southern foothills of the Taylor Range which is part of the D’Aguilar Range, stretching from 
Woodford through Mt Glorious and Mt Nebo to Mt Coot-tha.   

A minor ridge runs basically along Harts Road and into Meiers Road with a short spur into 
Long Pocket Road. The following is a hand drawn map from around 1900, and illustrates the 
ridges. 
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John Oxley Library Map 841.12.00006 

Like St Lucia, the first Europeans to see the future Long Pocket were the ex-convicts, 
Pamphlett, Parsons and Finnegan in 1823.  They tried to cross the river from the other side but 
found ‘the brush so thick, and the country so rough, that it was impossible for us…to travel 
it’.1  

When John Oxley explored the river he wrote in his field book of the land now occupied by 
CSIRO ‘Station 2nd Brush lands. Height above the water 15 to 20 feet. River quarter mile 
wide [0.4 klm] and very noble reaches, shores muddy. A large lagoon at this station’.2 

A later writer noted that Long Pocket ‘formed part of a dense scrub on which stood cedar, 
ironbark and giant gums.’3  Much of the area was relatively flat but not much above river 
level; it was separated from St Lucia by a lagoon and a creek known today as Sandy Creek 
through the St Lucia golf links. 

2. PORTIONS 26, 27, 28 AND 32 LONG POCKET 

Country Lots Portions 20 to 48 Parish of Indooroopilly were proclaimed in the 1859 
Government Gazette,4 and advertised for a sale by auction on 27 September 1859.5 Portions 

                                                 
1 J. G. Steele The Exploration of Moreton Bay District 1770 – 1830 University of Queensland Press, 1972, p 69. 
2 J G Steele, p. 112. 
3 Early Brisbane Clippings (previously Brisbane Cutting Book)OM91-36 Box 9256 p 281 c15 June 1917. 
4 Government Gazette No 158, p. 1813, 16 August 1859, Portions 20-48 Parish of Indooroopilly. 
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20 to 25 and 29 to 31 were in St Lucia and are referred to in an earlier Paper. Portions 33 to 
48 are Indooroopilly/Taringa and outside the scope of any Papers. However Portions 26, 27, 
28 and 32 are referred to hereunder. 

Portion 26, 33 acres south of Sandy 
Creek and adjacent to the river was 
purchased by P Short for £104 and later 
became part of the Golf Course. It is 
possible that Short, having overbid for 
the land, forfeited this Portion, as in 
1867 James Henderson applied to have 
it converted under the Real Property Act 
in his name.6 

Portion 27, 31 acres south of Portion 26 
through to Meiers Rd, was purchased by 
well-known investor James Henderson 
for £31. His wife had it converted under 
the Real property Act in 1875.7 It was 
later resumed by the State Government 
from Mr H C Morrow.8 

Portion 28, 30 acres south of Sandy 
Creek, between portions 26 and 32, 
through to Meiers Road was purchased 
by James Henderson for £30. His wife 

had it converted under the Real property Act in 1875.9 In 1875 John Redhead purchased the 
land and immediately subdivided it into three ten-acre Lots, keeping Sub 1 for himself and 
selling Sub 2 to George Carr, and Sub 3 to Patrick Carmody.10 

Portion 32, 37 acres south of Sandy Creek, but adjacent to Indooroopilly Road and Harts 
Road and Portion 28, was purchased by James Henderson for £37. His wife had it converted 
under the Real property Act in 1875.11 The Electoral Roll for 1895 shows the land as being 
owned by Charles Lane. It was later subdivided into a number of Lots, some of which became 
part of the Golf Course. 

3. MAIN LONG POCKET SURVEY AND SALE 

Portions 67 – 85 Parish of Indooroopilly, today’s Long Pocket were not surveyed until three 
years after the Taringa/Indooroopilly area. The eventual survey by H Rawnsley in 1862 
divided the peninsular with a central road, similar to the way the St Lucia peninsular had been 
divided, giving each Portion both a river and a road frontage. The Portions were generally 
much smaller than earlier releases, being from 10 to 32 acres with one exception, perhaps 
recognising that much of the earlier St Lucia land had been subdivided into smaller blocks.  

                                                                                                                                                         
5 The Moreton Bay Courier 7 September 1859 
6 Queensland Government Gazette 30 April 1867 p.330. 
7 Queensland Government Gazette 25 October 1875. 
8 The Courier Mail 21 April 1950 p 4. 
9 Queensland Government Gazette 10 August 1875. 
10 Certificate of Title Vol 253 Folio 204, 1875 John Redhead 
11 Queensland Government Gazette 1 September 1875. 
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Survey Plan of Long Pocket subdivision 1862  
Courtesy Ms J Ivison D.E.R.M 2009 

The Portions were gazetted as Country Lots on 30 June 1862,12  and advertised for sale on 6 
August 1862.13 The newspaper reported the sale results the following day and noted “A brisk 
competition…ensued for the…country lots”.14 This reflected the fact that the land was 
relatively flat, and whilst covered in bush presented as potential cropping land; all blocks had 
direct access to river water. The price per acre has been calculated for comparison purposes: 

Portion No.    Acres approx.      Purchaser  Purchase Price      Per acre approx 
67  21  Isaac Markwell    £90/6/0  £4/6/0 
68  32  Michael O’Neal  £153/12/0  £4/8/0 
69  52  Isaac Markwell  £182/0/0  £3/10/0 
70  22  James Behan  £123/4/0  £5/12/0 
71  15  George Holt    £92/5/0  £6/3/0 
72  18  Isaac Markwell  £113/8/0  £6/6/0 
73  18  W H Spode  £103/10/0  £5/15/0 
74  17  John Markwell  £123/5/0  £7/5/0 
75  16  David Grayson  £136/0/0  £8/10/0 
76  16  Patrick Scanlon  £112/0/0  £7/0/0 
77  14a 2r  Henry Ash    £90/12/6  £6/5/0 
78  17  C R J Burdorff  £103/14/0  £6/2/0 
79  17  George Harris  £102/0/0  £6/0/0 
80  14  ditto     £89/12/0  £6/8/0 
81  16  ditto   £114/8/0  £7/3/0 
82  15  ditto   £108/0/0  £7/4/0 
83  9a 3r  W H Spode  £92/12/6  £9/10/0 
84  25  James Swan  £181/5/0  £7/5/0 
85  20  Isaac Markwell  £181/0/0  £9/1/0 
 
 Total   375 acres 1 rood 

                                                 
12 Government Gazette Vol III No 53 30 June 1862 p 310. 
13 Moreton Bay Courier 6 August 1862 p4 c3. 
14 Moreton Bay Courier 7 August 1862 p2 c4. 
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Later records show that Portion 85 may in fact have been purchased by C B Lyon.15 In 1867 
Harris and V Smith were challenging Smith for payment for Portions 84 and 85 under 
provisions of fieri facias.16 

The freehold of Indooroopilly Island off Long Pocket was not sold and remains to this day a 
nature reserve, home for many years to Flying Foxes (Fruit bats). 

 
Original purchasers of land at Long Pocket 1862, outlined on BCC 1946 aerial photograph 

Courtesy BCC and A Darbyshire. 

The price paid per acre was about twice what the St Lucia buyers had paid three years earlier, 
ranging from £3/10/0 to £9/10/0. The total area was 375 acres, and thirteen people bought 
land. Whilst a few actual farmers did buy acreage most was again bought by speculators. 
George Harris bought the largest grouping of adjacent portions at 62 acres for £414, whilst 
brothers Isaac and John Markwell purchased 128 acres for £690.  

George Harris with his wife and five children arrived in Moreton bay as Assisted Migrants on 
the John Davies in 1855, when he was 40. He became a ship owner and importer with offices 
in Brisbane and London;17 at the time of these land purchases, he was the resident owner of 
Newstead House.18 Isaac, John and Samuel Markwell arrived in Brisbane on board the 
Chasely in 1849, as part of an extensive family group. John became a successful merchant and 
built the original Moorlands Villa (replaced by the current Moorlands); he was living there at 
the time of these land purchases.19 

                                                 
15 Original survey 1862 as displayed at DPI Long Pocket 2009. 
16 Queensland Government Gazette 25 July 1867 p 716. 
17 Morrison W, The Aldine History of Queensland Illustrated, 1888, Archive CD Books. 
18 Richie J. Australian Dictionary of Biography, 2000, Melbourne University Press, Vol.4 p 350. 
19 Johnson B, Robert Cribb From and Iceberg to Brisbane Town, 2005 Longleat House, pp 127,204. 
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The only actual farmers who purchased land at the auction were O’Neil, Behan and Spode. 
Michael O’Neil purchased Portion 68 and later subdivided it, one part being farmed later by 
his son Daniel. The second part was transferred to Charles Lane who had married Michael’s 
daughter Marcella in 1857. The O’Neil’s farmed their land for many years, and the Lanes 
continued farming right up to the 1950s. 

James Behan leased Portion 70 and later subdivided it, retaining subdivision 1;20 he also later 
leased Portion 27. His daughter Mary married P Nolan and they farmed James’s land until the 
1950s. 

William Spode purchased Portions 73 and 83 and with wife Emelia named their property, 
probably Portion 83 Adaville Farm.21  

As happened in St Lucia, over the years most of the speculators subdivided their blocks into 
smaller farms and sold or rented the land: 

Fisher…rent[ed] his present possession, a farm of some forty acres, [probably Portions 84 and 
85] at a rent of one pound per week.22 

A number of other farming families went on to have a long association with Long Pocket. 

4. LIVING AT LONG POCKET 

The first homes of the settlers were built on the bank of the river – bark huts, with tables, seats, 
and bunks of the same forest spoil. Then came the flood of 1864, which swept over the flat, and 
several of the farmers and families had to be rescued in boats from the roofs of their rude 
habitations. Finding they could not trust the stream they built higher up, and today [1906] their 
dwellings have grown into little palaces…. Much of the land hereabouts is still held and tilled 
by the original purchasers or their children, and their pride in the place is a lesson to all 
Queensland.23 

Long Pocket was initially an extensive market garden area, then later renowned for its 
dairying; it remained as farms until the 1950s. 

Quite a number of the farms were given names: 

 Adaville Farm    William Spode 

 Carlyle Jersey Stud    William and David Carr 

 Coorabel Farm    Jack and George Carr 

 Oakland Farm    Ann and John Carr 

 Mascot Dairy     Redhead family 

 Model Dairy     Robert and son R K Strong 

 Fairview (Later Riverview) Farm  Charles Lane 

 Mononia Farm and Marley Grange Walter Lalor 

By the time land at Long Pocket was first sold in 1862, St Lucia was already a small and busy 
farming community – the only one to the west of Brisbane. It was natural therefore that the 
new Long Pocket farmers would join with their neighbours to form the one community; they 
combined to form a Farmers Association, to build a chapel and a school, to establish a Roads 
Trust Board and in the 1880s to form the first local Council. 

                                                 
20 The Brisbane Courier 21 October 1894 p.8. 
21 The Brisbane Courier 14 June 1867 p. 2 and 10 June 1871 p.1. 
22 The Telegraph 9 November 1872, p.3 ‘Our Farms and Gardens’ by Old Tom. 
23 The Brisbane Courier 26 May 1906. 
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Forty-five local ‘free-holders leaseholders and residents in and about the neighbourhood of 
Six Mile Reach…beyond Lang Farm’ petitioned for (Indooroopilly Rd) to be cleared of scrub 
in 1865. The signatories included non-resident land owners such as T L M Prior, J Markwell, 
I Markwell, and W Rawnsley, together with known farmers such as Jarrott, C Lane, W Lane, 
Watt, O’Neil, Behan, Redhead, Strong, W Cribb, W Blasdall, M Blasdall, Purchase, Skinner, 
Dart and Spode. There were a further 27 signatures of people who were possibly renters or 
workers on the farms. 

The first homes of the [Long Pocket] settlers were built on the bank of the river – bark huts, 
with tables, seats, and bunks of the same forest spoil. Then came the flood of 1864, which swept 
over the flat, and several of the farmers and families had to be rescued in boats from the roofs of 
their rude habitations. Finding they could not trust the stream they built higher up, and today 
[1906] their dwellings have grown into little palaces… Much of the land hereabouts is still held 
and tilled by the original purchasers or their children, and their pride in the place is a lesson to 
all Queensland.24 

Long Pocket was not subject to the attention of residential subdividers in the booming 1880s, 
and hence its farmers did not sell out as those in St Lucia did. The relationship between the 
two parts of the community became less, particularly after the opening of the railway and the 
growth of larger, more diverse communities at first Toowong, then Taringa and later 
Indooroopilly around the railway stations. By 1890 Indooroopilly in particular offered more 
community attraction for Long Pocket farmers, although many of them continued their 
commitment to the State School that they had helped to fund (Ironside), despite Indooroopilly 
getting its own school in 1888. 

The financial crisis of the early 1890s probably had little effect on the Long Pocket farmers. 
However, the 1890 and 1893 floods did seriously affect them; the reports of the floods give us 
an insight into the district and the people as well as of the damage done. Of the 1890 flood: 

the heaviest losers were the residents of the low lying portions…of Long Pocket…a rich 
agricultural district, from which a large portion of the lucerne is supplied to the city, was totally 
submerged as far as Mr Carr’s and the farmers have had a number of outbuildings washed away, 
their crops completely destroyed…stacks of hay have been swept away. Mr Gormley’s house 
…was ruined…Mr Gormley has a large family, and his case is a very distressing one. They 
were kindly sheltered during the flood by Mr P Carmody, a neighbour. The water rose 6ft in Mr 
Glenny’s house…obtaining kindly shelter in the house of Mr Mark Blasdall. Mr Blasdall and 
Mr Hugh Magee…rescuing horses, cattle, and furniture 25 

There were three floods in Brisbane in February 1893 that left behind 35 dead, and a series of 
muddy, shattered suburbs. The flood on the 4th February was the highest at 23 feet 9 inches 
above mean spring tide level and the most devastating, followed by a smaller one on the 13th 
and another, almost as high as the first on the 19th.26  The first reports of the initial flood on 
the 4th said there was ‘…a huge lake…right across Indooroopilly Pocket…’27 

The third flood on the 19th February 1893 peaked some ten inches below the earlier flood and 
the following are extracts from The Brisbane Courier: 

The farmers in the Indooroopilly [Long] Pocket area seem to regard this, their third visitation 
with a fair amount of philosophy. In most cases all that could be lost was swept away to sea a 
fortnight ago. There are only a few houses left in this locality, which a few weeks since was one 
of the fairest spots in Queensland. Mr Morrow, the chairman of the Divisional Board has 
worked with great energy to see that adequate means of escape were afforded to those 

                                                 
24  The Brisbane Courier 26 May 1906 p.12. 
25  The Brisbane Courier 17 March 1890 p.6 c.5. 
26  England M, The 1893 floods; Indooroopilly to Milton, Journal Vol 20 No 3, and The Courier Mail 29 
  January 1974 p.4.c.2. 
27  The Brisbane Courier 6 February 1893 p 3 c 5 researched by M England. 
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compelled to leave their houses, and to provide supplies for those who were cut off from the 
Indooroopilly side.28 
[On Harts Road] Lane’s farm has suffered similarly (the house and out-buildings are safe, but 
the river bank has fallen away in several places). On passing on to the Pocket Road, near Mr 
Hamilton’s residence, the first view of the principal farming area is met, and it is a scene full of 
sadness. A month since, Indooroopilly Pocket was one of the choicest of the gardens of 
Queensland. The farms were regularly laid out and highly cultivated, the green patches of 
lucerne tinged with the pale-purple of its flowers, the pale-green oats just carpeting the rich soil, 
the waving ribbons of the dark-green maize in its soldier like rows, making a landscape fairer 
than anything seen in towns. In the grassed paddocks fat sleek cattle fed, or stood lazily chewing 
the cud; strong farm horses were at work in the plough, or trudging patiently their rounds at the 
chaff cutters. Comfortable homes were dotted down here and there in picturesque places, some 
white as snow from the foundations to the roofs, others dark with age and covered with graceful 
creepers, but all palaces in their way – the places where honest hard-working men were kings. 
But the day came when [the] river rose like some angry monster and threw its swollen breath 
over the face of the land, carrying woe and desolation into hundreds of homes…it left the 
Indooroopilly farms but blacked wastes, or covered the face of the land with heaps of fine grey 
sand. In the Pocket proper, but three houses have been left standing. Of the pretty homesteads 
which nestled under sheltering trees and in green fields there are in most places but a few black 
stumps and in others not a vestige to mark what once stood there. Houses, barns, sheds, and 
fences have been torn out from the ground and washed away to the sea. The earth in places is 
rent and scored, and in the midst of some of the best farms there are great gullies cut and acres 
of the best soil have been torn up…the desolation could not be more complete. In some 
instances men are wandering aimlessly about the spots where their houses stood, not knowing 
what to do. 
Descending the hill leading to the flats the first place on the right is Mr Behan’s. The land here 
has been a good deal damaged, but the flood did not reach the buildings. The next farm is Mr 
Carr’s… [the] house has not been injured but his cow sheds, barn stables, chaff house and two 
large hay sheds have completely disappeared, with all the large stock of farm produce, harness, 
and implements that were in them. Mr Carr…owns the place occupied by Mr Diebal, which has 
suffered greatly. Mr Redhead’s house is all that remains on his farm, and about 4 acres of the 
rich top soil have been swept away…Mr Diebal’s pretty little place was one of the oldest homes 
in the Pocket, and was surrounded by shade trees and vine-covered summer houses. The whole 
of the buildings have gone, including a very complete set of farm sheds and barns and 
plant…the farm has not been permanently damaged to any great extent, but on part of it there 
are about 5 ft of sand. Opposite was Mr Blasdall’s, the house…the water tore the stumps clean 
out of the ground. The sheds are safe, and Mr Blasdall is putting up a temporary dwelling place. 
Of Carmody’s house on the adjoining farm there is not a vestige left, but the sheds and stables 
have stood. On the right hand side going down the Pocket the next place is Glenny’s. Not a stick 
has been left there. Of the farm about 2 acres are covered with sand 5 ft deep in places. Birr’s 
farm comes next, and a clean sweep has been made of all the buildings…Next is Gormley’s 
farm. Mr Gormley lost his house in the flood of 1890, but built a new one near the road…just a 
few stumps…are all that have been left. 
On both sides of the road the next few farms have not suffered much beyond the sand 
deposits…We then come to Penman’s and Palmer’s…about 5 acres of Penman’s land have been 
washed out…This area has been completely destroyed, and represents a heavy loss. Of the 
house and farm buildings all that is left is the hay shed. Palmer’s buildings are all gone. 
The loss in this small district is beyond calculation. The farmers will be four months before they 
get a start again…the struggling farmers have difficulties to face which require stout hearts and 
small appetites. It is with a heavy heart that one leaves this desolate district.29 

Of the Birrs it was reported soon after that their entire house floated away complete with 
furniture packed in the ceiling, and went aground at North Quay in Brisbane.30 

                                                 
28  The Brisbane Courier, 20 February 1893, p.5.c.6. 
29 The Brisbane Courier, 27 February 1893 p.6. 
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The Taringa Divisional Board noted: 

The Districts most affected were the Long Pocket, Witton Estate and St Lucia; out of twelve 
homesteads in Long Pocket only four being now left, the rest having been washed away...the 
Long Pocket Rd had suffered greatly...31 

Again the Taringa Divisional Board noted: 

The engineer…suggested that a cutting be made at Lane’s corner to fill up the bank at the 
bottom of the hill on the Long Pocket Road, and a log culvert put in under the bank opposite 
Carmody’s residence.32  

A flood occurred again just four months later in June 1893: 

A visit to Indooroopilly [or Long] Pocket yesterday afternoon showed a very disheartening state 
of things. Since the February floods…the owners and lessees of the land have put forth most 
strenuous efforts…The result was that the Pocket had again become covered with growing 
crops. English potatoes promised a plenteous yield…oats were luxuriant…as feed for dairy 
cows…lucerne…Now…the area inundated is estimated as being at least fifty acres, and the 
farmers do not reckon that any of the crops that are covered will be of use. Messrs Lane, Behan, 
Carr, Palmer, Blasdall, Gormley, Strong, Penman and Mrs Glennie [sic.Glenny] are all heavy 
losers.33  

The location of these homesteads on Long Pocket Road in 1893 is: 

 Southern side     Northern side 

Portion 68  Lane    Portion 69 Hamilton 
Portion 70  Behan 
Portion 71 Carr    Portion 72 Redhead 
Portion 73 Diebal/Spode   Portion 74 Blasdall 
Portion 75 Glenny    Portion 76 Patrick Carmody  
Portion 77 Birr     
Portion 78 Gormley   Portion 79 possibly Patrick Carmody 
Portion 80 Strong    Portion 81 
Portion 82 Strong    Portion 83 Spode 
Portion 85 Penman (lease)  Portion 84 Palmer? 

The floods caused some farmers such as the Mitchells to move to higher ground elsewhere, 
and possibly others such as the Carrs, Redheads and Carmodys to relocate their houses onto 
smaller acreage on Meiers Road, whilst maintaining their farms in the flood prone areas. Long 
Pocket farmers were still selling their produce in Brisbane in 1892 when Brisbane Council 
was requiring Hawkers Licences.34 

The Long Pocket Cricket Club was started in 1894, and changed its name to the Indooroopilly 
Cricket Club in 1897 as it was the only one in the area.35 

In 1904, 65 acres were offered ‘to let’ at Long Pocket, complete with 11 acres of lucerne and 
a house; it is not known where this was exactly.36 

The Brisbane Courier in 1928 had a feature article on ‘Long Pocket. Farming and Dairying 
Settlement’: 

                                                                                                                                                         
30 The Brisbane Courier, 9 March 1893 p.3. research by Ms D Kemp. 
31 The Brisbane Courier, 23 February 1893 p.3. 
32 The Brisbane Courier,9 March 1893 p.6. 
33 The Brisbane Courier, 13 June 1893, p5 
34 The Brisbane Courier 12 May 1892 p.6. 
35 The Brisbane Courier 30 August 1897 p.7 and 16 September 1897 p.6. 
36 The Brisbane Courier 18 April 1904 p.2. 
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to part-fund a government school, now Ironside State School. He was also a leader in the 
Good Templar Lodge and other local groups. Both Robert and Laura both died in 1879.39 

Descendent J K Jarrott has written of the families history in: ‘The Jarrott Family: Aylesbury 
to Brisbane’ 1984.40 Marilyn England has extensively researched this and other Jarrott family 
history and writes that they initially farmed potatoes and other produce, but then went on in 
1869 to have 400 citrus trees together with a crop of pineapples.41  

Portion 67 was purchased by Robert Jarrott and he grew potatoes, cabbages, cauliflowers, 
lettuce, carrots, peas, herbs, beans, potatoes etc, all of which he exhibited and won prizes for 
at the Winter Show in 1866.42 The previous year he had won prizes for turnips, marrows and 
cucumbers.43 

A newspaper reporter wrote of his 1867 trip from Lang Farm to Mr Jarrott’s property: 

…we were very much pleased to see the vigorous way in which the land in that locality is being 
brought under cultivation. The farms in the Pocket look as well as any we have seen recently, 
but they are in want of rain. There are some very fine lucerne patches…44 

In 1869 the newspaper reported: 

Vegetables were no longer the major produce of Robert Jarrott. The orchard was increasing in 
importance and Robert’s pioneering in citrus growing was being recognised…His orangery on 
Brisbane River is one of the largest in the Colony – 400 to 500 bearing trees on scrub land of 
about 10 acres…a large dam is being stretched across a natural reservoir, it is of clay…and will 
enclose a large body of water at a height sufficient to irrigate nearly the entire orchard [The dam 
still exists today as a hazard on the golf course]. 45 

A further report in 1872 said: 

To the left of the snug dwelling house are long rows of trellised grape vines. On the ridge are 
the milking yards, piggeries, tool shed, and other outhouses. Figs, bananas and the mammoth 
lemon 27 inches in girth and 7 lb in weight; shaddock and citrus were fine. Three magnificent 
walnut trees…46 

An obituary refers to him as: 

An old and highly respected colonist…his orangery at Indooroopilly was for years one of the 
most interesting feature a stranger to Brisbane could be taken to visit. Few men in the 
community have won more prizes at agricultural exhibitions than he did…47 

Jarrott died in 1879,48 so perhaps it was his son who was listed as R Jarrott, an Indooroopilly 
apiarist, in 1887.49 Upon Robert’s death the land was subdivided into seven parts, one each 
for the six children and the homestead Lot for his wife. These Lots were subsequently sold 
possibly as follows: 

 Sub 1 Mr Swain (1888) and then to Henry Thomas for his Bougainvillea   
  Gardens from 1898.50 

                                                 
39 Jarrott J K, ‘The Jarrott Family: Aylesbury to Brisbane’, 1984,  SLQ Ref Q929.2 jar 
40 Jarrott J K, ‘The Jarrott Family: Aylesbury to Brisbane’ 1984,  QSL Ref Q929.2 jar. 
41 Marilyn England SLHG Paper Watt & Jarrott. 
42 Jarrott J K, The Jarrott Family: Aylesbury to Brisbane, 1984. 
43 The Brisbane Courier 17 January 1865 p 7 c2. 
44 The Brisbane Courier, 2 November 1867 p.4. 
45 The Queenslander, 5 June 1869. 
46 The Telegraph, 9 November 1872 p.3, ‘Our Fams and Gardens’ 
47 SLHG Research Paper 21, 2006, Watt and Jarrott, by Marilyn England. 
48 BCC cemetery records. 
49 The Brisbane Post Office Directory 1887, Queensland Postal Directory Co. CD Archive Books. 
50 Jarrott J K, ‘The Jarrott Family: Aylesbury to Brisbane’ 1984, p.88, QSL Ref Q929.2 jar. 
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 Sub 2 and 3 Thomas Morow (1893) and then to Henry Thomas ditto 

 Sub 4 leased by Walter Lalor from c1896, and then purchased by him c1920.  

 Sub 5 George Carr, then willed to daughter Ann Carr.     

 Sub 6 Thos Morrow (1893) and later to Walter Lalor. 

5.2 BIRR (or Burr) and LALOR FAMILIES 

The Birr family were farming in Long Pocket on their own land, Portion 77 Subs 1 and 2 from 
about 1878.51 They lost all their buildings in the flood of 1893, and their house drifted down-
stream ending up on the bank at North Quay, where it was found complete with its furniture 
that had been stacked in the roof space.52 

Ms Dotti Kemp of the Taringa History Group has researched some of the family history of the 
Birrs and the Lalors from which many of the following notes are taken.53 August and Augusta 
(Caroline) Birr arrived in Moreton Bay in 1878 with two children, Bertha b.1873 and Albert 
b.1877 d.1878. They later had another son August Wilhelm (William August) b.1883 and a 
daughter Martha b.1888. Caroline died in 1910 and August remarried Helen (née Dickens). A 
John Birr was noted in 1892.54 At the 1895 Electoral Roll Augustus is noted as living at 
Portion 72. Father and son William farmed the land until perhaps the 1920s when they might 
have moved away, perhaps selling to the Redhead family. Daughter Bertha married Walter 
Lalor in 1895, and daughter Martha married John Mahony in 1916. 

Walter Lalor (pronounced Lawler) and Bertha (née Birr) initially leased land at Long Pocket 
in the late 1890s, being parts of Portions 27, 69 and 70. They then purchased acreage from 
John Redhead on Sub 1 Portion 28 (although this was sold back to the Redheads in 1939).55 
From c1903 they and their children farmed Portion 67 Subs 3, 4 and 6 on Harts Road. The 
family homestead was on Portion 67 Sub 3 extremely close to Harts Road, it was still there in 
1947. The Redheads sold ‘hay wisps’ to the Lalors for 1d and they resold them in town for 3d. 
Wisps were a handful of lucerne tied with grass or hay that that was given to a horse in town 
while it was waiting for its owner. 

The Lalor family home on Harts Road was originally named as Mononia Farm on the 1905 
Electoral Roll, (a popular 1900 book by J McCarthy was titled Mononia).56 Later the name 
was given as Marley Grange, which is the name of a Catholic Parish 8 klm outside Dublin. It 
would have been busy with not only the five Lalor children, but Bertha’s sister Martha 
(Mahony) joined the family with her three children who also grew up on the farm. Martha’s 
father August Birr still farmed at Long Pocket but her mother had died earlier. Dotti tells us 
that Birr relative Sister Mary Giles, recalls that the house had a well to provide water for non-
drinking use; the top of the well had a lid flush with the ground and if the lid got left off the 
odd chook fell in, and one of the family would have to fish it up with a rake. 

Auguste was recorded as living on the farm in 1918.57 Bertha Lalor’s children Annie and 
Michael (Mick) stayed on the farm, daughter Alice (Power) later married but returned with 
her two children, daughter Ellen (Nell) married Daniel Flynn and left to have five children of 
her own; spinster daughter Una worked off-farm but lived with her sisters. 

                                                 
51 The Brisbane Courier 17 March 1887 p.6. researched by Dotti Kemp. 
52 The Brisbane Courier 9 March 1893 p.3. c. 1. 
53 ‘Birr Family’ and ‘Lalor Family’ notes by Ms Dotti Kemp, Taringa Historical Group, 2009. 
54 The Queensland Post Office Directory 1892, Weatherill & Co, CD Archive Books. 
55 Certificate of Title Vol 253 Folio 204 John Redhead, 1875. 
56 Queensland State Electoral Roll 1905, CD Archive Books. 
57 Post Office Directory 1918 p 62. 



ST LUCIA H

PGB/Histor

Back

Front 

HISTORY GROU

ry/Papers/21Long

k row Marth

Wa
row Jack G

Photo: Sr M

UP 

g Pocket 

ha (Birr) Ma

ally Mahony
Giles, unkno

Maria Giles

Possib
P

P

ahony, Sidd

y, Nell (Lal
own, ?  Lalo

s collection,

bly the Lalor
Photograph 

Page 14 of 81

die (Mahony
Lalor,  

lor) Flynn, D
or, unknown

Flynn   
, late 1930s,

 

r/Mahony H
provided by

y) Giles, Vin

Daniel Flyn
n, Boy Flyn
     
, kindly pro

House, Hart
y M Englan

P

nce Diamon

nn, Baby Fly
n, unknown

ovided by M

ts Road 
nd 

Printed March 12,

nd, Mick La

ynn 
n, Girl Flynn

Ms D. Kemp

, 2017 

 
alor, ? 

n, Boy 

 

 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/21Long Pocket Page 15 of 81 Printed March 12, 2017 

5.3 O’NEILL AND LANE FAMILIES 

 

Portion 68 was originally purchased by Michael O’Neil, a partner with John and James 
Carmody in St Lucia. It was subdivided into two parts and it is likely that one half was later 
farmed by one of Michael’s sons Daniel, who was known as a pioneer farmer in the Pocket 
through to the 1920s.58 Daniel O’Neil’s sons Edward, John and Daniel had been on the school 
roll in 1873. A P O’Neil was living nearby in 1918.59 

Charles Joseph Lane purchased the other half. Charles (1836-1926) arrived in Moreton Bay in 
1856 aged 20 on the Phoebe Dunbar from Co Fermanagh. In 1857 Charles married Michael 
O’Neill’s daughter Marcella (1839-1929) who had arrived on the John Fielden in 1853. They 
resided at Ipswich for some time and then ‘they engaged in farming at St Lucia’ until 1865 
when they took up land at Long Pocket and were still there in 1897;60  indeed, they continued 
to live at Fairview Farm61 until Charles’s deaths in 1926 and Marcella (Mimi) in 1929.62 
They had thirteen children and Ellen, Jane, William and Mary, the first-borns appear on the 

                                                 
58 The Sunday Mail  28 April 1929 including photo above; The Brisbane Courier 18 March 1922 p9c2. 
59 Post Office Directory 1918 p 62. 
60 The Brisbane Courier 18 March 1922 p 9; Post Office Directories 1897/98, QSL. 
61 The Courier Mail 20 September 1898 p.4. 
62 Sunday Mail 28 July 1929, article on St Lucia. 
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school roll in 1871,63 and Marcella (jnr) appears aged five circa 1873.64  There was also a 
Charles Junior.  

Charles was on the school Committee in 1877, and was a lay preacher at Toowong St Ignatius 
Catholic Church.65 He also represented the area on the first local authority when it was 
introduce in 1880, and for five years thereafter.66  

In 1872 the Lanes were noted as supplying sugar cane to Dart’s mill.67 The 1895 Electoral 
Roll shows Charles as owning Portion 32. 

Their daughter Margaret Louisa married Joseph Francis McCaffrey, 
son of Charles and Mary (neé Carmody) McCaffrey, in 1912.68  

 

Portrait of Margaret Louisa McCaffrey née Lane, 1912 

Courtesy Picture Queensland 180368r. 

Michael O’Neill’s son Michael also married into the Lane family. 

 

 

 

Members of Charles Lane’s family were still at Fairview (Riverview) Farm, 64 acres at Long 
Pocket in 1928 and living in a ‘comfortable homestead’.69 First born daughter Ellen became a 
Josephite nun known as Sister Victor, and it was Mother Mary MacKillop who visited the 
farm and took Ellen to South Australia as a postulant.70 

 
 

                                                 
63 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee bookl 1930. 
64 Toowong (Ironside) Primary School Register possibly 1873. QSA Z2501. 
65 Booklet on St Ignatius Church on www.toowongwest.org.au 
66 SLHG Research Paper 6, 2006 Representing St Lucia by Andrew Darbyshire. 
67 The Telegraph 16 November 1872 p 3 c 3 ‘Our Farms and Gardens’ 
68 McCaffrey J, Notes for a speech on the McCaffrey Family, at the St Lucia History Group, 2007,  authors 
 private papers. 
69 Post Office Directory 1918 p 62; The Courier-Mail 20 September 1898 p.4 and 7 April 1928 p 13 c 2. 
70 Family research by Ms D Kemp, Taringa History Group, 2009. 
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Lane Family reunion at Long Pocket; the nun in the foreground beside her father is daughter 
Ellen, the other nun a companion. Courtesy Ironside State School [Possibly taken at the 

Golden or Diamond, or  more likely the 65th wedding anniversary of Mr and Mrs Lane, c1907 
or 1917 or 1922.71] 

The family farmed at Long Pocket until 1947 when a Mr M Lane and Ms R E Lane were 
living there when the land was resumed.  

Charles Lane owned at least part of Portion 32,72 which was sold off in the 1950s for 
residential subdivision, and the Avenue created named Charlane, in his memory. 

5.4 BEHAN/NOLAN FAMILY 

Portion 70 was originally purchased by James (Jim) Behan in 1862, and he divided it into 
two, retaining subdivision 1; when James died in 189273 his daughter Mary took over the farm 
and it remained in the family until resumption in the 1940s.74 James Behan also leased Portion 
27 and he was offering a reward for return of cattle from this area in 1872, and parts of 
Subdivision 69.75 

Behan children were on the school roll when it opened in 1870.76 

Daughter Mary Behan married a P Nolan, and possibly their son Edward Martin born 1900 
died 1966 and perhaps his wife Ursula born 1918 died 2006,77 

The family continued to farm until the 1950s. 

5.5 CARR FAMILY 

Ms Leigh Chamberlain of the Toowong & District History Society has written extensively of 
the Carr family in Down the River Road;78 A Darbyshire of the St Lucia History Group has 

                                                 
71 The Courier-Mail 7 April 1928 p 13 c 2; 18 March 1922 p 9 c2. 
72 The Electoral Roll for 1895. 
73 The Brisbane Courier 28 January 1892 p.1. 
74 Postal Directory 1893 p 257; Toowong Cemetery Headstone Behan Family. 
75 The Brisbane Courier 22 November 1872 p.1, and 1 October 1894 p.8; Queensland Government Gazette 29 
September 1904 p 704. 
76 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee 1870-1930 Fryer Library University of Queensland 
77 BCC burial records Toowong Cemetery. 
78 Chamberlain L, Down the River Road, 2006 
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also researched further of the family history,79 and some of the following notes are taken from 
their work. 

George Carr, his wife and baby son emigrated from Ireland in 1861, initially renting bush land 
in St Lucia for a farm; in 1866 they purchased land at Long Pocket.80 The 11 acres of 
subdivision 2 of Portion 70 were purchased for £13/10/ an acre.81  

George and Mary and their five sons and two daughters stayed farming for over ninety years 
winning many prizes at the ‘Brisbane Ekka’.82 Oakland Farm was a mixed farm, and the 
family initially lived in a timber slab humpy; in 1887 George won a Silver Medal for the best 
10 acre farm in East Moreton.83  

  

‘Carr’s Farm 1890s’ Original paintings by C Laird held by Enid Carr. 
Brisbane Images BCC-CD25-02 and 01 

In 1876 George purchased Portion 28 Sub 2 which after the 1893 flood became the family 
homestead.84 He retired in 1903 with his sons continuing the farm, and he died in 1917 aged 
84, wife Mary having died in 1912.85 The Carr Family ended up owning all of Portions 84 and 
85, and part of Portions 28, 67, 70, 71 and 73, some 70 acres in total. 

One of the daughters was married to a Mr Mullen in 1904 and the wedding took place at her 
parent’s new house “Longpocket” Indooroopilly.86 

Granddaughter Leila tells us: 

Life was hard for the pioneers and they came through drought and floods. I remember 
Grandfather saying – now I don’t know whether it was the big drought or the ’93 flood - that he 
lost every mortal thing he had. 
…you worked from jackass’s laugh in the morning till the possums come out at night. Perhaps 
we’d pick corn all day…sit till ten o’clock taking the husks off the corn. Then the next night, 
you’d put it through the corn sheller and take the corn off the cob. 87 

                                                 
79 ‘Long Pocket Early Settlers’ the Carr Family, 2006, Darbyshire A. 
80 The Brisbane Courier 29 December 1917; Certificate of Title 4697 Behan 6 August 1862, subdivision Carr 30 

August 1866. 
81 Certificate of Title 4697 Behan 6 August 1862 and subdivision noted 30 August 1866; Queenslander 5 
January 1918 p.12. 
82 SLHG Research Paper ‘Long Pocket Early Settlers’ the Carr Family, 2006, Darbyshire A. 
83 The Great Western Gazette 26 August 1959, Courtesy Michael Yeates. 
84 Certificate of Title Vol 253 Folio 204, 1875 John Redhead 
85 The Brisbane Courier 24 August 1912 p7.Queenslander 31 August 1912 p10. 
86 Queensland Figaro 23 June 1904 p 15 
87 Chamberlain L, Down the River Road, 2006, p.38 - 48.  



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/21Long Pocket Page 19 of 81 Printed March 12, 2017 

George was very active in the community, and represented the area on the local government 
authority from 1886 until 1902.88 The family were Church of Ireland and hence the children 
do not seem to have married into the local community that was largely Catholic.  

 
George and Mary Carr at their 32 Meiers Road house with grandchildren William and Leila, c 

1910 
Picture Queensland 128614 

Of George and Mary Carr’s children; Robert and Anne Jane were on the school roll when it 
opened in 1870.89 Son Robert worked for the Post and Telegraph Department.90 Anne, a 
spinster, lived at Portion 67 until at least 1951.91 In 1876, Ann at thirteen years old walked 
with two friends from Long Pocket to Toowong, where they caught the horse-drawn omnibus 
to town. From there they walked to the show grounds at Bowen Hills to attend the inaugural 
‘Inter-colonial Exhibition’ presented by the National Agricultural and Industrial Association 
of Queensland Inter-colonial Exhibition – the fore-runner to the Brisbane ‘Ekka’.92  

A second daughter later married M E Simpson.93 

Sons William (William Thomas Henry or WTH) and David (David Ralph Aitchison) began a 
dairy herd on Portions 70 and 75 in 1895 with their Carlyle Jersey Stud winning ‘Champion 
Farm of Queensland’ twice, and trophies for ‘Champion Jersey Bull’ at the ‘Brisbane Ekka’. 
WTH was patron of the Jersey Society; David was a respected judge of Jersey cattle at the 
1933 Melbourne Show.94 WTH had two children, William (Thomas Henry) and (Rebecca 
Mary) Leila;95 Leila was born on the farm in 1909 and says: 

                                                 
88 SLHG Research Paper 6, 2006, Representing St Lucia by Andrew Darbyshire. 
89 Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee 1870-1930 Fryer Library University of Queensland 
90 The Brisbane Courier 24 August 1912 p7. 
91 SLHG Research Paper 7. Posties Cops and Ferrymen by Andrew Darbyshire, 2006; The Courier Mail 11 June 
1951 p 8. 
92 Great Western Gazette, 26 August 1959 in St Lucia History Group Paper, ‘Long Pocket Early Settlers, the 

Carr   Family’, 2006, A. Darbyshire  
93 The Courier Mail 11 June 1951 p 8. 
94 The Brisbane Courier 20 June 1932 p 12; The Courier-Mail 14 October 1933 p 7. 
95 The Worker 12 May 1952 p 9(WTH Carr children’s full names) 
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C.1865 he was renting or owning possibly 9 acres of Portion 72 in Long Pocket.123 In 1875 he 
purchased Portion 28 and immediately subdivided it into three ten-acre Lots, keeping Sub 1 
for himself and selling Sub 2 to George Carr, and Sub 3 to Patrick Carmody.124 

Two generations of the Redhead family, pioneer John, sons John Jnr and James added to their 
land holdings and remained dairy farming at Mascot Dairy until the 1950s when they had 104 
acres resumed; improvements included two cottages, and farm buildings used in the conduct 
of a dairy business.125  

It was reported in 1928 that: 

John, son of the pioneer, who was born on the “pocket’ has a farm of some 60 acres, hill 
pastures and river flats… has a milking herd of 45 head, and a milk run [by motor truck] 
through Indooroopilly and Taringa.126 

John Jnr later built a house on Portion 28 on Harts Road almost opposite the junction with 
Long Pocket Road.  

James married and had two children John and possibly Nellie (later Mrs J A Davis) and is 
recorded as living in Long Pocket in 1918.127 There was also a granddaughter, Mrs W C 
Pemperley.128 

The Redheads possibly purchased at least part of the adjoining Portion 32. Granddaughter 
Nellie Redhead possibly inherited all this land and some of it was sold for housing (Cadiz and 
Castile Streets, Cadiz being a town and Castile a region of Spain) in the early 1960s.129 

See also later sections 7 to 10 in this Paper for information on resumptions etc. 

5.8 SPODE FAMILY 

Portions 73 and 83 were initially purchased by William Hammersley and Emelia Spode. They 
named their property, probably Portion 83, Adaville Farm;130 in 1872 a reporter noted: 

The homestead of Mr Spode is pleasantly situated on the margin of the river, and from the 
tasteful display of flowers and climbing plants associated with bananas, peach, mulberry and 
other fruit trees, present one of those pretty pictures of home life…131 

They had two sons, one born in 1867, and one daughter, born in 1873 both at Adaville.132 

William Spode was the son of an old colonialist who arrived in Tasmania in 1821. He spent 
his early years at sea and in the Queen’s service before coming to Warwick in 1860 and later 
Long Pocket. He and his brother cleared the bush and brought the land under cultivation, 
before he left the farm and took another role, in due course lived at South Brisbane and 
Bayswater (Toowong).133 William Spode died in 1901 and his wife, born 1843 died in 1928 
aged 85 years.134   

                                                 
123 QSA, Lands & Works Dept Correspondence Received File LWO.A26 Doc 1816 18.8.1865; The Brisbane 
Courier 7 April 1928 p 13 c 1. 
124 Certificate of Title Vol 253 Folio 204, 1875 John Redhead 
125 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951, p92 
126 The Courier-Mail 7 April 1928 p 13 c 1. 
127 Post Office Directory 1918 p 62. 
128 The Courier-Mail 6 February 1951 p 14. 
129 England M ‘Researching ‘Hillstone’, Reminiscences of Jack Surman’ unpublished Paper 2004. 
130 The Brisbane Courier 14 June 1867 p. 2 and 10 June 1871 p.1. 
131 The Brisbane Telegraph 9 November 1872, p.3, ‘Our Farms and Gardens’. 
132 The Brisbane Courier 3 October 1873 p.1, 14 June 1867. 
133 The Brisbane Courier 19 September 1901 p2 c 8. 
134 BCC cemetery records. 
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Copeland Spode (his brother) with wife Anna Louisa farmed with them from about 1865, 
although between 1885 and 1890 Copeland was the Secretary to the Indooroopilly Divisional 
Board.135 They had a son born in 1871 and another in 1873, having earlier lost a son aged 8 
months. Anna Louisa died in 1888 and a significant amount of property registered in her 
name was transferred to Copeland; in Long Pocket it included subdivision 1 of Portion 73.136 

5.9 PATRICK CARMODY FAMILY 

Ms Janice Rose has researched the family tree of her great grandparents, and has supplied 
some of the following information.137  

Patrick Carmody a cousin of John Carmody of St Lucia arrived in Moreton Bay from Co. 
Clare, Ireland in 1856 aged just 16, and may have worked with John for a while.  He would 
have met John Carmody’s step-daughter Catherine O’Brien then 6, and he married her in ten 
years later. 

They had thirteen children between 1867 and 1895. Bridget Carmody, the first born in 1867, 
was on the Ironside School roll in 1873, and she later married Felix O’Brien in 1891. One of 
her sisters, Mary, married Daniel O’Brien; another sister Susan (Susie) married W R Warner 
in 1911.138 

 
Courtesy Ms Jan Rose, granddaughter of the bride and groom. 

Another sister Kitty married C Gorman in 1913.139 

Patrick was farming the western part of Portion 76 in 1874, possibly after renting and clearing 
the land following his marriage of 1866.140 In 1875 he also purchased ten acres being Sub 3 of 
Portion 28. At some point he purchased the Portion 79, adjoining Portion 76. 

                                                 
135 SLHG Research Paper 6. 2006 Representing St Lucia by Andrew Darbyshire. 
136 The Brisbane Courier 18 November 1871, 19 June 1873, 10 June 1871, 13 July 1888; Queensland 
Government Gazette 29 September 1888 p 351 
137 Email Dec 2009 from Ms Janice Rose, descendant and family researcher for the Patrick Carmody family. 
138 Queensland Figaro 10 August 1911 p 13 
139 Queensland Figaro 23 January 1913 p 13 
140 The Queensland Post Office Directory 1874 CD Archive Books 
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5.10 ROBERT STRONG FAMILY 

Irishman Robert Strong purchased Portion 80 in 1864, and leased the adjacent Portion 82 
from Samuel Woodlands who had owned it and earlier farmed it since c1870. He or his sons 
probably eventually purchased this Portion and one other close by. 

John Strong was a purchaser in Oxley and St Lucia, as was Thomas Strong but it is not known 
if there are family connections.145 

 
The Strong Model Dairy farm c1898, Picture Queensland 9853r 

In 1887 Robert took a Civil case to the Supreme Court claiming his neighbour on Portion 85 
Thomas Penman, had blocked a natural watercourse, forcing water to back up onto Strong’s 
land. Other neighbours and employees were witnesses for the plaintiff and the defendant. The 
case was lost but the newspaper reports of the proceedings include considerable information 
on the people and the area at that time. Strong was farming some 2 acres of Potatoes and 4½ 
acres of lucerne in 1887.146 

Robert died in 1910, wife Sarah in 1922, son James in 1876 (probably as an infant) and son 
Robert (K) in 1933 aged 65 (b 1868). Sarah was recorded as still living on the farm in 1918, 
with Robert K living closer to Meiers Rd.147  

Robert K Strong was possibly the subject of the following 1928 newspaper report: 

…[his son] Mr R K Strong of the Model Dairy, a fine property of 44 acres, with a comfortable 
homestead…Assisted in the dairy work by two stalwart sons, Mr R K Strong has a herd of 40 
milkers, and delivers milk by truck through Taringa and Toowong suburbs. Some twelve 
months ago Mr Strong added a few acres to his area, and paid £100 per acre.148 

 

                                                 
145 The Courier 11 July 1862 p2 c5 Strong re cabbage. 
146 The Brisbane Courier 8, 14, 17, 19, 22 March 1887 p.6. partial research by Dotti Kemp. 
147 Post Office Directory 1918 p 62. 
148 The Courier-Mail 7 April 1928 p 13 c 1. 
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In the Brisbane Courier 19 September 1927 p 22 the farm and dairy herd were advertised for 
sale. It is likely that the farm did not sell as R K Strong and the Model dairy were advertising 
in the Ironside State School Diamond Jubilee book in 1930, their phone number being 1426. 

5.11 OTHER FARMING FAMILIES 

The Morrows, Thomas and son Henry, were another long-standing family and still owned 42 
acres in 1947. Thomas Morrow represented the area on the local authority for many years 
from 1886 and died in 1920. Henry was the inaugural President of the Indooroopilly Golf 
Club (St Lucia Links) in 1926.149  

A Charles O’Brien arrived in Moreton bay with his wife and two children in 1850; it was 
possibly two of his sons who married into the Patrick Carmody family. Charles was involved 
in the early days of the school. 

Thomas Glenny (or Glennie) was farming Portion 75 at the time of the 1890 flood, but died in 
1892 leaving his wife Mary to deal with the 1893 floods: ‘On the right hand side going down 
the Pocket the next place is Glenny’s. Not a stick has been left there’ ‘…and Mrs Glennie are 
all heavy losers.150 Mrs M Glennie was listed as living there in 1903.  

Thomas Penman farmed mainly lucerne on Portion 85 in the 1880s, having leased the land.151 
In the 1893 flood: 

…about 5 acres of Penman’s land have been washed out…This area has been completely 
destroyed, and represents a heavy loss. Of the house and farm buildings all that is left is the hay 
shed.152  

In 1887 Penman was taken to a Civil case at the Supreme Court by his neighbour Robert 
Strong over a drainage matter, but won the case.153 He was living on the adjacent Portion 84 
at the time of the 1895 Electoral Roll, and was still listed as living there in the 1903 Postal 
Directory. 

John (Jack) Gormley farmed Portion 78 from c1874 and applied for registration of his cattle 
brand in 1876.154 He stayed until at least the 1890 and 1893 floods: 

                                                 
149‘The 75th Anniversary President At Home’ 2001, Indooroopilly Golf Club. 
150 The Brisbane Courier, 27 February 1893 p.6 and The Brisbane Courier 9 February 1892 p.4 and The  The 
 Brisbane Courier, 13 June 1893, p.5. 
151 The Brisbane Courier 17, 19, 22 March 1887 p.6. partial research by Dotti Kemp 
152 The Brisbane Courier, 27 February 1893 p.6. 
153 The Brisbane Courier 17, 19, 22 March 1887 p.6. partial research by Dotti Kemp. 
154 Queensland Government Gazette 1876. 
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Mr Gormley’s house …was ruined…Mr Gormley has a large family, and his case is a very 
distressing one. Mr Gormley lost his house in the flood of 1890, but built a new one near the 
road…just a few stumps…are all that have been left. 155 

This photograph is of a Michael and Susan Gormley 
taken in 1895. Any connection to Patrick has not been 
confirmed but could be a son and daughter-in-law. 
Picture Queensland 194000. 

Edward Gormley was living at the property in 1915 
according to the postal directory. A Patrick Gormley 
died in 1933.156 The property belonged to the 
Redhead family at the time of later resumption. 

Albert Palmer was farming Portion 84 at least during 
the 1890 and 1893 floods ‘…Palmer’s buildings are 
all gone’.157 He was also listed in the 1903 Postal 
Directory. 

Little is known of the Meiers family, but they were 
sufficiently prominent in 1894 to have Meiers Rd 
named after them. Meiers Road was later extended as 
a replacement for Long Pocket Road. John Meier was 
listed in the 1892 Postal Directory as a neighbour of 
John Redhead but towards the opposite end of Long 

Pocket Road. In 1915 Alfred J Meiers was listed as living on Meiers Road.  

In 1934 G Meiers of Long Pocket was reported as selling a boar to Fenwick & Co for 23/-.158 
Leonard George possibly the son, died in 1960 aged 59 and it was probably his wife Bertha 
b1890 who died in 1973 as they were buried together in the Toowong cemetery. J F Meier 
(decd) and Annie Meier had land resumed by the State Government and the City Council in 
1947. 

Scottish immigrant John Mitchell arrived in Moreton Bay in 1883 and married Elizabeth in 
1888. At the time of the 1893 flood they were farming at Long Pocket, but by the 1895 
Electoral Roll they were on Portion 37 at Indooroopilly. About 1900 they moved to St Lucia 
where they established a wire fence manufacturing business.159  

Other families known to be involved with Long Pocket c1890 were Messrs Stuart and John 
Hamilton on part of Portion 69, John Diebal, George Lusch, Hugh McGlee, Joshua Nesbitt, J 
T J Mills (dairy farmer), John (Jack) Williams (gardener), John Cocks (farmer), R Derges 
(labourer), Edward Farrell (farmer),George Day, J W Swain commission agent, J T Mills 
(dairy farmer),and George Graham.160  

In 1897 the Post Office Directory listed fourteen families in Long Pocket, the only new name 
being Boge. Names added in the 1900 Postal Directory of (Long) Pocket Road were Fred 
Murray at Montrose, Michael Doherty, and J Todd. One 1915 Directory also listed Peter 
Cruise and Walter Haggert between Lane and Wm Carr, and a White on the left-hand side 
before Blasdall, and beyond Patrick Carmody, and Fraser Roberts.  On Meiers Road the new 

                                                 
155 The Brisbane Courier 17 March 1890 p.6 c.5. and The Brisbane Courier 17, 19, 22 March 1887 p.6.  
 partial research by Dotti Kemp, and The Brisbane Courier, 27 February 1893 p.6. 
156 The Courier-Mail 13 November 1933 p.10 c.1. 
157 The Brisbane Courier 17 March 1890 p.6 c.5. 
158 The Courier-Mail 1 February 1934 p.4 
159 See separate Paper on Industrial and Retail Development. 
160 The Queensland Post Office Directory 1890, CD Archive Books 
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names of J Bolt and Griffin were listed. Another 1915 Directory has a Chas Tanner and the 
1920 one John Kelly 161 

The pioneer families of St Lucia and Long Pocket shared many hardships, not least the lack of 
access to and from the town of Brisbane and its facilities. Despite being separated by some 
distance, it was these hardships that brought the two communities together for many activities 
over the years.  

6. BOUGAINVILLEA GARDENS 

Robert Jarrott who had farmed Portion 67 for fifteen years died in 1879, and subdivided his 
21 acres into seven subdivisions, one for each of his family, and these were gradually sold off. 

Henry Thomas purchased subdivisions 1, 2 and 7, eight acres, c1898 and opened private 
gardens as a tourist attraction. He named them the ‘Bougainvillea Showplace’ and operated 
them for nearly fifty years. A newspaper feature in 1927 refers to the variety Thomassi 
hybridised by Mr Thomas and describes the gardens: 

A visit to this garden at Indooroopilly leaves an impression of gorgeous arches, lovely hedges, 
and wonderful trees of the beautiful soft pink Thomassi. One plant which has been growing for 
20 years, is over 160 feet in length, trained on sloping frames around the verandah, and from 
there over arches. 
The charm of the flowers shows more in contrast with the palms of which there are over 100, 
growing in avenues and beds about the garden. 
During the past few weeks, the garden has been open to the public for the benefit of the 
Children’s Hospital, and this institution will benefit to the amount of £100 by the gracious act of 
Mr Thomas.162 

The gardens featured twice in colour in The Queenslander Annual in the 1930s.163The gardens 
were the venue for many fund raising activities as shown by a 1933 fund raising day held 
there in aid of the Anglican Cathedral Fund.164 

 In 1947 they were described by Brisbane City Council as: 

[having] a world-wide reputation as a beauty spot [that] has attracted thousands of visitors, more 
particularly when the Bougainvillea is in flower. The present condition of the grounds and 
garden represent practically a lifetime’s work by Mr Thomas…165 

 

Mr Thomas kept peacocks and local visitor Sister Maria Giles, tells how as a teenager she 
once collected the tail feathers to make a fan – all the fashion then - but her mother threw 
them out insisting that they bought bad luck.166 

According to one report Henry Thomas’s house was used by the American Army during 
World War II.167 

 

 

                                                 
161 The Queensland Post Office and Official Directory 1900, 1915, Wises Directories, CD Archive Books. 
162 Sunday Mail 11 September 1927 p19. 
163 The Queenslander Annual 12 October 1931 p 63; 4 November 1936 p 38. 
164 The Brisbane Courier 21 August 1933 p 16. 
165 Brisbane City Council Minutes of Council Meetings 1946-1947, p 502, p 651. 
166 Email from Ms D Kemp 23 February 2010 
167 Australian Garden History Vol 15 No 3 2003, Traces of the Past, p16, B Hargreaves. 
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The Women’s Land Army was established firstly in Britain prior to World War II, and an 
Australian version was initiated by the CWA in Victoria and Queensland in 1939.174 In 1940 
Long Pocket became the very first training base for the Queensland Women’s Land Army led 
by Mrs R Philp – under the auspices of the volunteer civilian Women’s Auxiliary Transport 
Service (WATS). The intent was to train women aged between 18 and 50 not already engaged 
in rural work, the basic farming techniques so that they could replace men who had been 
called up for military service in World War II. The State Government agreed to subsidise the 
Land Army in September 1940.175 

Several articles appeared in The Courier-Mail between 1940 and 1942: 

A large acreage of farm land at Indooroopilly has been lent for the duration of the war to the 
Women’s Auxiliary Transport Service by four farmers, Messrs (HA) Vacher, (L and G) Carr, 
(M) Carmody and (J) Redhead 
Mr Vacher has also given the WATS a farm house which is to be transformed into the 
headquarters of the Land Army. 
The plan provides for week-end visits to the farm by 40 trainees each week-end, together with 
the training of country girls who will stay at the farm house during the week. 
Cotton and potato crops will be grown and vegetables and flowers will be planted for sale at the 
farm. 
On Saturday afternoon 420 members of the WATS began their training. Some were taught to 
handle ploughs, others learnt to groom farm horses. The practical work will include the care of 
horses, fowls, pigs, sheep, milking of cows, and land cultivation. 
Agricultural machinery for tuition and use on the farm has been provided by five of 
Queensland’s largest agricultural machinery firms. 
The farm house…was the gift of Mr Vacher, who, having fought in the last war, and being 
ineligible for the present AIF offered it as a gesture… 
 
The Women’s Land Army is now entering upon its fourth week-end of voluntary training. 
Between 100 and 120 women train at Indooroopilly on four farms which are co-operating in the 
scheme. 
 
Girls of the Younger Set of the Queensland Country Women’s Association are to band together 
to form a group of fruit-pickers and packers…the girls would go to the WATS farm at Long 
Pocket Indooroopilly. 
 
Clad in smartly-tailored uniforms, more than 100 WATS went to work with a will as they 
planted the first crops of corn and potatoes to inaugurate the opening of the scheme. 
 
Lady Wilson [wife of Governor Sir Leslie Wilson] will pay a visit to the Women’s Auxiliary 
Transport Service farm at Long Pocket Indooroopilly. 
 
Agreeing with a statement by Professor Wadham, of Melbourne University, that an Australia-
wide Women’s Land Army was an urgent need, Mrs R C Philp [Commandant of the Women’s 
Auxiliary Transport Service] said yesterday that the girls who had trained at Long Pocket under 
her direction were “snapped up” at once. Through her organisation there were now at least 160 
girls and women engaged in general farm work. 
 

                                                 
174 The Argus 18 November 1939 p 15; The Courier-Mail 18 December 1939 p 15 
175 The Argus 17 September 1940 p 4. 



ST LUCIA H

PGB/Histor

Comm
Pocke
Agric

‘Mem

The nat
July 19
Queensl
Queensl
work.179

it has be

             
176 The C
1940 p 12
177 The C
178 The C
179 Morni
180 The C
181 Austra
182 www.p
2009; Mo

HISTORY GROU

ry/Papers/21Long

monwealth a
et Indooroop
cultural Mini

mbers of the
L

tional Austr
42 as a civ
land organi
land Divisi
9 The WAT
een found th

                  
Courier-Mail 2

2; 7 Decembe
Courier-Mail 2
Courier-Mail 8
ing Bulletin (R

Courier-Mail 1
alian War mem
publicworks.q
oore C, The Fo

UP 

g Pocket 

assistance fo
pilly may r
ister. [After a

e Women’s 
Land Army H

ralian Wom
vilian organ
isation.178 It
ion was led

TS farm at L
hereafter.180

                  
24 June 1940 p
r 1940 p 3; 11

26 August 194
8 August 1942
Rockhampton)
 January 1943

morial images
qld.gov.au/site

Forgan Smith, 

P

or the Quee
result from 
a visit to Lon

Auxiliary T
Headquarter

men’s Land 
nisation and
t became pa
d by Mrs 
Long Pocke
0 

p 11; 13 June 
1 February 194
40 p 3. 
2 p3 
) 31 July 1942
3 p 5; Sydney 
s 089812, also
es/qldwwiipla
2010, POD U

Page 35 of 81

ensland Wom
a report be
ng Pocket in 

Transport Se
rs at Long P

Army (AW
d recognitio
art of the A
R Philp; w

et was used 

Follow
Memo

In 19
an are
Line 
Signa
Wirel
Reinf
Adva
Unive
27, P

1940 p 4; 13 J
42 p 7; 27 Jun

2 p 4. 
Morning Her

o 089815-0898
aces accessed 

UQ. 

men’s Land 
ing made to
June 1942].

ervice ploug
Pocket Indo

WLA) was 
on was give
Australian W
women wer
by the AW

wing photo
orial websit

42 the Aus
ea of Long 

of Comm
als Unit, t
less unit 
forcement D
nced Lan
ersity.182 (P

Portion 69 p

July 1940 p 4
ne 1942  p 3.

rald 15 Januar
817 
April 2013, w

P

Army traini
o Federal A
176 

ghing and so
ooroopilly.’1

formed by 
en to the pr

Women’s Ar
re paid for 

WLA in 1943

graph court
te.181 

stralian Arm
Pocket for a
munications
the Austral

and the
Depot – al
nd Headq

Portion 28 S
part, Portion

; 16 August 1

y 1943 p 3. 

www.ozatwar.c

Printed March 12,

ing farm at 
Authorities b

owing seed
177 

the Govern
revious wor
rmy Service
r their train
3 but no me

tesy Austral

my took lea
a camp for 
s (LoC) 
lian Army

e Field 
ll allied to
quarters 
Sub 3 part,

on 72 part, 

940 p 4; 26 A

com.au access

, 2017 

Long 
by the 

 
d at the 

nment in 
rk of the 
e and the 
ning and 
ention of 

lian War 

ases over 
the 24th 
Military 

y Heavy 
Security 

o of the 
at the 
, Portion 
possible 

August 

sed June 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/21Long Pocket Page 36 of 81 Printed March 12, 2017 

owners being Morrow, Redhead and Meier) Female soldiers working at the University were 
housed in a camp at the now St Peter’s College. Most of the men’s accommodation was in 
rows of tents with kitchens etc and officer’s quarters in huts. 183 

 
Army LHQ signals camp Meiers Road Long Pocket. Note red lines are fence lines, see inset 

bottom left for property boundaries, down to the creek.184 

The 24 LoC Unit were still based at Long Pocket in 1947 and their accommodation is 
apparent in the following 1946 aerial photograph.185 

 

1946 Aerial Photograph (part) which appears to show tent accommodation centre right along 
Meiers Road, utilising part of the area now known as the Indooroopilly Science Centre. Photo 

courtesy BCC 
                                                 
183 England M ‘Researching ‘Hillstone’, Reminiscences of greenkeeper Jack Surman’ unpublished Paper 2004. 
184 Naa BP378/1 Folder I to L Folio 10 Barcode 3279047 digitised. Also survey plan 1942 barcode 904660, and 
Meeting minutes barcode 5223300 
185 www.publicworks.qld.gov.au/sites/qldwwiiplaces accessed April 2011. 
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In 1963 a further area of 24a 1r 34p (Portion 297) was allocated for ‘School Purposes…under 
the control of the Minister for Education)”.199 However in 1967 this Portion was subdivided 
and 12a 3r 0p was added to the earlier ‘Official Purposes… Minister for Agriculture and 
Forestry’ land.200 The balance of the Portion was re-allocated to the existing CSIRO land. A 
minor amendment was made later in 1967.201  

In 1966 the ‘Official Purposes’ land was extended to include a further adjacent area (Res 
10811 3a 2r 23p), possibly that previously intended for the CSR Co.202 

What became known as the Indooroopilly Science Centre occupies the ‘Official Purposes’ 
land of some 22 acres, the CSIRO occupy some 17 acres being Portions 349 and 331 to the 
south, and BCC parkland occupies the riverside land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map showing the original 53 acres between the golf links and Meiers Road, courtesy 
Department Mines and Survey Cadastral 9442-111, 1978 held at University of Queensland 

Social Science Library. 

                                                 
199 Queensland Government Gazette 8 June 1963 p.2.591; Queensland 20 Chain Series map 1964, BCCA File 

BCA 1840 
200 Queensland Government Gazette 25 March 1967 p.1092. 
201 Queensland Government Gazette 28 October 1967 p.3.727. 
202 Queensland Government Gazette 26 March 1966 p1.1692 
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The ISC moved to the new EcoSciences Precinct (ESP) at Dutton Park in 2011; Brian 
Vandersee Executive Director sees the ESP: 

As having the potential to be a better science facility than (the ISC) because of the physical 
intermingling of the various research groups…the ESP will be a great example of the 21st 
century work scene.205. 

In March 2010 Premier Ms Bligh announced that 3.9 ha (nearly 10 acres) of the original 22 
acres of the ISC would be handed to the Brisbane City Council and turned into a riverside 
green space and parklands.206 

In May 2013 the University of Queensland announced that it had ‘purchased’ the remaining 
8.9 ha and its buildings in a land swap for the heritage listed Dental Hospital on Turbot St 
Brisbane. The land and buildings had been used by the University since some of the St Lucia 
land was flooded in 2011, and will apparently be used for ‘research and operational 
purposes’.207 Work was underway in 2015 to update the buildings and grounds for University 
purposes. 

Various buildings have been built, extended, and usages changed over the last fifty years. The 
main source for information hereafter was the Ecosciences Library (Ms Pat Abbott) 2015, and 
Standards officer Geoff Cowes. Specific documents are referenced in foot notes.208  

 
Site Plan as at 1985. Courtesy G.Cowes and A short history of the Standards Branch building. 

 

                                                 
205 EcoSciences Precinct Newsletter No. 4 April 2009  
206 The Courier-Mail 3,4 April 2010, real estate p 12. 
207 UQ News Online 22 May 2013 University of Queensland. 
208 Guiding Queensland’s Agriculture 1887-1897  Skerman, Fisher and Lloyd   1988 
The First One Hundred Years Department of Primary Industries Queensland 1887-1987 P J Skerman 1988 
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BOTANY BUILDING 1968 (A on plan above) 

 
 

(Above and below) Botany Building being modified for University purposes 2015 
 

 

The Botany Building was opened in 1968, and the ground floor of the two storey building 
houses offices, storerooms and the library together with identification and cytological 
laboratories, and preparation rooms.  Incoming plant specimens are dried fumigated mounted 
and labelled before being put in the main herbarium which occupies the first floor. The 
herbarium has a storage capacity of 600 000 specimens and is air-conditioned at 70F and 50% 
relative humidity. The whole building has an automatic fire alarm system.209 

 

                                                 
209 Botany Building, Queensland Herbarium. Official opening September 20 1968 by the Premier The Hon. J. 
Bjelke Petersen, M.L.A, Ecosciences Library 
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SEED STORE 1968 (G on plan above) 

The Seed Store had also been built by 1968.210 

 
Photo 2015. 

 

FORESTRY DEPARTMENT c 1968 (separate area on plan above) 

 

 
 

                                                 
210 1968 BCC Bitmap aerial photo 
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 Agricultural Chemistry, 2015. Note building name. 

 

 
 

LAND RESOURCES AND SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICES (E on plan above) 

 
Photo 2015. No further information. 
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ENTOMOLOGY BUILDING 1976  (B on plan above) 

The Entomology Building was opened in 1976 and comprises a two storey administration 
wing and a four storey laboratory wing, together with adjacent glasshouses, constant 
environment rooms and ambient insectaries.214 

The administration wing of approximately 380 m² houses a Library, a Conference Room, and 
offices for the Branch Director and other clerical staff. The laboratory wing of approximately 
1100 m² has a basement area for mechanical plant, switch rooms etc; and three levels above 
of laboratories and associated rooms for use in areas such as insect pathology, agricultural 
research, biological control, fruit fly taxonomy and fresh fruit disinfestation. 

 
Entomology Building front entrance, sign removed when being modified for University 

purposes 2015 
 

 
 

 

                                                 
214 ENTOMOLOGY BUILDING official opening  1976, Ecosciences Library 
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CARETAKERS HOUSE  (H on plan above) 

Built prior to 1975   No information. Photo taken 2015. 

 
 

OTHER BUILDINGS 

An aerial photograph taken in 1975 shows a building which has not been identified above, 
north of the Entomology Building, and could be in the following photograph from DERM 
dated 1975. 

 

An aerial photograph taken in 2002 shows a further building to the north of the Agricultural 
Chemistry Building, which has not been identified. 
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8.2 CSIRO 

CSIRO laboratories, part plan c1970, with the park/river edge at the top.‘The CSIRO Long 
Pocket Laboratories’ UQFL BA70318 

The CSIRO began life as the Federal Council of Scientific Research (or Commonwealth 
Research Council) in 1916; Queensland soon past its research into the Prickly Pear over to the 
Commonwealth.215 

The Commonwealth Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) was formed in 
1926 and a Queensland Committee operated from the 1930s concerned mainly with 
agricultural research.216 The CSIR had a laboratory in Townsville in 1934 and operated in 
other parts of the State also.217 A laboratory opened at Gatton in 1941.218 The name of the 
organisation was changed to the CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific Industrial and Research 
Organisation) in 1949.219 

In 1948 the State Government agreed to bear the capital cost of establishing a laboratory at St 
Lucia in the Forgan Smith and Chemistry Buildings; its purpose was to assist in the promotion 
of the development of the State’s agricultural and pastoral resources.220 

In 1941 the University had purchased 19 acres on the west side of Mill Rd. 221 This was used 
in later years by the CSIRO and buildings were erected there in the  late 1950s.222 

The Long Pocket Laboratories were built in 1969 on 17 acres, on Portions 349 and 331, 
previously cleared and used for cattle grazing. Replacing the existing laboratories at 
Yeerongpilly, it was reported that the laboratories: 

…consist of two large buildings providing separate accommodation for the two major research 
groups working at Long Pocket. They belong to the Divisions of Animal Health and 

                                                 
215 Cairns Post 17 April 1916 p5. 
216 Western Argus 12 October 1926 p 13. 
217 The Courier-Mail 16 January 1934 p15. 
218 The Courier-Mail 10 december 1941 p 3. 
219 Sydney Morning Herald 4 March 1949 p 1. 
220 Moore C, The Forgan Smith, 2010, p 45, POD UQ; The Worker 5 May 1947 p 7. 
221 Prof F W Robinson The University of Queensland St Lucia Brisbane 1957 UQ Press Fryer Library copy 
number 3 only. Coordinator General’s Department General Layout 1/11/1950 University Archives. 
222 Fryer Library UQ 458 General Layout Plan c.1950. 
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CSIRO laboratories 1973225 

The CSIRO property of 7.2ha was advertised for sale in 2009 and was sold in October 2010 to 
Shayher Developments Pty Ltd for $23 000 000 who propose a ‘very sustainable low-impact 
residential development of 307 dwellings including houses, town houses and apartments up to 
eight storeys high…in a significant parkland and rainforest environment retaining a 6 300 sq 
m rainforest plot and many trees’ at 120 Meiers Road.226 

                                                 
225 CSIRO 1973 ex AD 
226  The Courier-Mail 19 February 2010; 22 October 2010 p 75; Westside News 18 May 2011 
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Main entry road looking towards Meiers Rd and house sites, 2015 

 

8.3 BSES/SUGAR RESEARCH AUSTRALIA Limited 

The Sugar Experiment Station Act of 1900 established the Bureau of Sugar Experimental 
Stations (BSES) funded by compulsory levies on sugar growers and millers in Queensland 
and New South Wales. The very first Station was in Bundaberg and initially the focus was on 
soil analysis but was later extended to cover the breeding, planting, growing, harvesting and 
milling of sugar cane.  

In 1930 a BSES head office was established at 95 William Street, Brisbane, close to the 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry with which it had a close association, and then moved 
to 99 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, in 1958. 

In 1961 the CSR Co purchased three-and-a-half acres of Subdivision 7 of Subdivision 2 of 
Portion 28, probably from Dave Carr, and built a plant research centre at 50 Meiers Road at a 
cost of $300 000.The phytotron and laboratory were named the ‘David North Plant Research 
Centre’ after Mr David Shepherd North who began pioneering researching on sugar cane for 
CSR in 1904.227 

                                                 
227 Nature Vol. 187 No 4739, 1960 courtesy BSES Ltd email April 2011. 
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The project calls for the acquiring by the Council of all lands bounded by the Indooroopilly Golf 
Links [now the St Lucia Links], the Indooroopilly Bougainvillea Gardens and the area at present 
being acquired by the State Government for hospital purposes and also the Brisbane River, to 
permit of their development for a park and recreational purposes such as Botanic Gardens, 
Swimming Pools and a River Boating Centre. 
The lands referred to are described as parts of Portions 28, 32, 33, 69 and 72 and the whole of 
Portions 67, 68, 70, 73 to 78 and 80 to 85, Parish of Indooroopilly containing an area along with 
Council owned land of approximately 375 acres, excluding roadways which will probably call 
for closures. 
The acquisition of these lands is estimated by the Senior Valuer to involve the Council in an 
expenditure of approximately £35,000 and as it comprises the only large parcel of land abutting 
on the Brisbane River which can reasonably be acquired by the Council and developed to 
advantage, your [Finance] Committee feels that steps should now be taken in this direction. In 
so doing it points out that by its acquisition the Council will be in the position to undertake the 
construction of a suitable boulevard along the river bank having a length of approximately seven 
miles [11.2 klm], between Toowong and Indooroopilly, as it is contended that both the 
Indooroopilly Golf Club [now the St Lucia Links] and the State Government, owners of the land 
abutting on the river, will be prepared to assist Council in this regard.234 

The proposal was accepted by a majority of Councillors mainly on party lines, with the 
Labour Councillors being against because it would ‘interfere with the production of food for 
Britain…Council needed more revenue to go ahead with drainage, sewerage, and better 
footpaths…’235 

Two months later in May 1947, the matter was again before Council: 

Whilst every endeavour has been made to negotiate with the owners, these efforts have brought 
forth little success as only one party has agreed to transfer his property. Fourteen of the owners 
have seen fit to reply to Council in identical term, this being to the effect they are not desirous 
of disposing of their property and cannot therefore see that any good purpose would be served 
by discussing the matter with the Senior Valuer. The owner of two properties has advised that 
any negotiations are to be handled through a real Estate Agent, whilst no replies have been 
received in regard to the remaining three properties, two of which are Estates being handled by 
the Public Curator and the Queensland Trustees, 
In view of the nature of the reply received from the majority of property owners, the Town 
Clerk has formed the opinion that there is little likelihood of the Council being able to acquire 
the lands by agreement, and he recommends that steps be now taken by Council to become 
possessed of the lands by way of resumption.236 

The Labour Leader Alderman Coutts spoke forcefully against the resumption, and at one 
Council meeting produced a sugar bag full of large Manhattan potatoes grown at Long 
Pocket. In reply the Lord Mayor said: 

…that future generations would call the Chandler administration “blessed” as a result of this 
decision. He offered no apologies for acquiring large areas of land now for the city and not 
developing them immediately. He hoped that future councils and generations would develop 
park lands now being acquired.237 

The State Government gazetted the resumptions on 13th December 1947, although for a 
slightly different area perhaps because some owners had already agreed to sell.238 Portions 32 
and 33 may have been dropped from the plan; part of portion 32 may have remained in the 

                                                 
234 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1946-1947, p 464, 4 March 1947. 
235 The Courier-Mail 12 March 1947 p 3; 26 May 1948, p 3. 
236 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1946-1947, p 651, 652, 27 May 1947. 
237 The Courier-Mail 10 December 1947 p 3 c 7. 
238 Queensland Government Gazette 1947 pp. 2300-2302. 
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ownership of James Redhead Senior. Dick Blasdall, son of pioneer farmer Mark may have 
owned part on Indooroopilly Road. 

Negotiations continued with the various owners over the next year or so, and whilst there was 
unhappiness amongst some of the owners, in fact a number had already sold out to one 
particular long time owner, and two other owners were deceased. 

 
Indicative map of resumptions overlaid on BCC 1946 photograph (artwork by A Darbyshire). 

 

Some families were granted leases to continue farming, for example Miss E M Blasdall sold 
17 acres of Portion 74, ‘developed for farming purposes and upon which an old home, a small 
cottage, and the usual outbuildings were erected’ for £2,000. She was granted a tenancy at a 
rental of 30/- per week subject to keeping the property clear of noxious weeds.239  

The estate of Mark Blasdall deceased, sold 25 acres, being Portion 75 and part of Portion 73, 
and described as ‘well developed for farming purposes’ for £1,425.240 A Mr Wadley was 
subsequently granted a grazing lease of the nine acres of Portion 73.241 

William (Bill) Carr sold his 13 acres, part of Portions 70 and 71, but continued farming on a 
lease until 1954.242 David (Dave) Carr accepted £880 for three acres of Portion 28, (he had in 
previous years donated four acres of this Portion to the Golf Club (St Lucia links) and £900 
for nine acres of Portion 73.243 Messrs JL (Jack) and GA (George) Carr accepted £6,500 for 

                                                 
239 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-1949, p 539. 
240 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949-1950, p 284. 
241 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-1952, p 462. 
242 Chamberlain L, Down the River Road, p 43, Toowong &District History Society Inc;  The Courier-Mail 6 
March 1952 p 3. 
243 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951, p 616, 800. 
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44 acres of Portions 84 and 85 with Mr G Carr being allowed to remain in occupation of the 
house and about 25 acres of farm not being immediately required for Park purposes.244  

Years later one of Bill Carr’s sons said: 

The old people were very upset. It is said that they all died of broken hearts. Certainly my father 
did.245 

In July 1947, the Council moved to resume from the Public Curator some 30 acres of sub 2 of 
Portion 68 under the will of Charles Joseph Lane, deceased.246 The estate settled on a sum of 
£5,750, with a Mr M Lane being allowed to continue living in the house for a rent of £1 per 
week; Mr M Lane died before agreement could be reached but it is believed the estate was 
finally settled.247 Miss R E Lane accepted £1,975 for one-and-a-half acres, sub 1 of Portion 68 
and a tenancy of the cottage.248249 

Portion 67 Sub 2 was resumed from Annie Lalor, Subs 3 and 4 were resumed from Annie 
Lalor as Administrix of the estate of her brother Michael Lalor; Sub 5 was resumed from Ann 
Carr (three acres for £1,000250), and Sub 6 from Alice Power (neé Lalor), Ellen Flynn (neé 
Lalor), and Una Lalor. 

John Jnr and James Redhead sold probably the largest single tract of land, nearly 104 acres 
comprising Portions 79, 81 and 83 and parts of Portion 28, 69, 72, 76, 77 and 78; 
improvements ‘included two cottages and…farm buildings utilised by the owner in the 
conduct of his dairy business’. Some 40 of these acres had been purchased post 1928. The 
Redheads initially claimed £16,257 but settled for £9,500 plus a three-year lease.251 Jim’s 
brother Bob had been working the farm too.252 The Redheads continued their dairy business 
into the 1960s selling off Portion 28 Sub 1 behind the homestead in 1964 for housing 
subdivision. 

Mr H Morrow and the estate of Mr T Morrow claimed £6,000 for 11 acres being part of 
Portion 69, and £2,000 for nearly three acres of Sub 3 of Portion 28, but only £2,250 and £900 
were awarded by the Land Court.253  

Mr Edward Vincent Nolan, descendent of the original pioneer James Behan, agreed a sum of 
£3 000 (or £2 300) for his 28 acres, being parts of Portions 69 and 70. Mr James Redhead 
Junior had had agistment rights on this land ‘over a lengthy period’ and Council agreed to this 
arrangement continuing. 254 

Mr H A Vacher was paid £3,000 for 29 acres being Portions 80 and parts of Portion 82, 
including a dwelling and buildings associated with a dairy farm.255 Mr Vacher died in 1968 
aged 75. 

Dr A S Roe was paid £475 for one acre of Portion 84 which was adjacent to the very end of 
Long Pocket Road.256 

                                                 
244 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951 p185, 1951-1952, p603 - 4. 
245 The Sunday Mail 9 December 1973 p10 D. 
246 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1947-1948, p 17. 
247 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949-1950, p 91, 1951-1952, p 185, p 257; The Courier-Mail 29 July 1950 p5 
248 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-1952, p 719. 
249 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-1952, p 307. 
250 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951, p 800. 
251 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949-1950, p 141, and p 884; The Courier-Mail 19 April 1950 p 9. 
252 England M ‘Researching ‘Hillstone’, Reminiscences of Jack Surman’ unpublished Paper 2004. 
253 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949-1950, p 285, p 1027; The Courier-Mail 19 April 1950 p 9. 
254 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1949-1950, p 1076, 1950-1951, p 92, 616, 1951-1952, p 722; The Courier-
Mail 29 July 1950 p 5. 
255 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-1949, p 530. 
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A Meiers also had land resumed, probably part of Portion 69.257 

Henry Thomas’ Indooroopilly Bougainvillea Gardens were purchased by agreement as noted 
earlier. 

The Indooroopilly Golf Club (St Lucia Links) were approached regarding resumption of river 
frontage, probably on Portion 26, which was needed for the proposed riverside drive. The 
Club and Council agreed to swop the land needed for a lease of some seven acres of Portion 
26 for use by the club.258 

In 1948, Council was negotiating with the State Government to take possession of some 14 
acres of land ‘along the river frontage of the hospital site…to permit of same being developed 
for park and/or Riverside Drive purposes’.259  

In May 1948, Council approved two development plans: 

Plan No 1 shows the proposed ultimate development of the whole area, with all improvements, 
and the contemplated beautification schemes, whilst Plan No 2 is confined to that part of the 
project desired to be put in hand at the earliest opportunity. 
The last mentioned plan relates mainly to the ‘Coorabel’ Farm and shows the proposed 
Riverside Drive, Jetty, Kiosk and the Swimming Pools, along with the Tree Planting 
Scheme…260 

The Courier-Mail published one of the plans and reported that they included: 

…first-class picnic facilities and recreational area, with a landing jetty for launches, kiosk, 
modern open-air swimming baths, several sports ovals, a dance pavilion and a tree 
beautification scheme.261 

 

 
Courtesy The Courier-Mail 22 May 1948 

                                                                                                                                                         
256 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-1949, p 476. 
257 England M ‘Researching ‘Hillstone’, Reminiscences of Jack Surman’. 
258 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-1952, p 233, p 463. 
259Brisbane City Council Minutes 1947-1948, p 641, 10 February 1948. 
260 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1947-1948, p 932, 25 May 1948. 
261 The Courier-Mail 22 May 1948. 
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Long Pocket Park area to the City of Brisbane would be fully realised and appreciated by all 
citizens.265 

The Labour Aldermen again reiterated their view that the money would be better spent on 
upgrading existing parks in other suburbs. Local opinion disputes the matter of subdivision; 
when the farmers made their claims for sale under resumption conditions they did so on the 
basis of St Lucia residential subdivisions selling for up to £800 for a 24 perch lot. The Court 
noted the potential only for residential development, not including the cost of development, 
and awarded amounts accordingly.266 

The park was opened on the following Saturday March 19th 1949, although less people than 
expected attended, with the ten ferries commissioned by Council to take people there all 
virtually empty.267  The Brisbane City Council flag was flown for the first time at the 
opening.268 

 
The Brisbane Telegraph 18 March 1949 researched by M Yeats. 

At the following weekly Council meeting it was reported that it had spent £5,520 up to that 
time on a jetty, roadways, footpaths, tree planting and water supply.269  

 

                                                 
265 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-1949, p 719. 
266 The Courier-Mail 5 May 1950 p 5. 
267 Pers. Com Percy Hanlon, ferry masters son, SLHG meeting October 2009. 
268 The Courier-Mail 10 May 1950 p 3. 
269 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1948-1949, p 759, 22 March 1949. 
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Long Pocket Ferry Pontoon 1949, Brisbane Images B54-242 and B54-231 

Long Pocket 1951, the jetty and kiosk are at the far right side of the peninsula 
Photograph courtesy BCCA 

By 1952 expenditure on works had increased to £8,000.270 

 

From about 1947 the South Queensland Power Boat 
Club were using the river adjacent to the north bank, 
and in 1950 reached agreement with Council to pay half 
the £120 cost of concreting the slipway (boat ramp).271 
The Club then asked for the right to close off a portion 
of the Park during carnivals and charge admission; the 
Council declined to grant approval.272The Club sought 
Council permission to construct a Judges Stand at a cost 
of £150 with Council paying half; it is uncertain if this 
was ever erected.273  

 

 

                                                 
270 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951, p 411 
271 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1950-1951, p 1042. 
272 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-1952, p 1144. 
273 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1951-1952, p 505. 
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In 1949 Council was boasting of the success of the Long Pocket park, noting that on one 
weekend 3 000 cars and 10 000 or 12 000 people attended a sports meeting there, probably a 
power boat meeting.274 

It was reported that one weekend in 1952 7 000 people watched the races at Long Pocket.275 
The club moved away c.1954 due to noise complaints from residents, and because of the 
‘roughness of the water, and currents were a problem’.276 The photograph shows water skiers 
at Long Pocket in 1954.277 

J B Chandler did not stand for the position of Lord Mayor in 1952, and little further 
development occurred at the park for some years, although ten years later there were still 
‘several leases current…’.278 In fact Council decided in 1953 to postpone any development of 
the park for ‘at least twenty years’; the land would be leased for farm purposes and: 

Ald Bennett said that a small area at the end of the pocket would be retained for park 
purposes…279 

In 1954/55, 33 000 volt power cables were installed across the river to Long Pocket from the 
Tennyson power station (now demolished), to serve the north-western suburbs of Brisbane.280 

In 1959, although only the ‘point of the area’ was developed, Lord Mayor T R Groom and 
Council decided that the whole area should be named the ‘Sir John Chandler Park’, in honour 
of Sir J B Chandler, Lord Mayor 1940-1952.281 The name was subsequently transferred to just 
the ‘point of the area’ and remains today as a little used park. It was substantially damaged in 
the 1974 and 2011 floods. 

In 1960 the BCC Taringa –Tarragindi  trunk water main approximately 1 000ft long of twin 
mild steel pipe, concrete lined 36” diameter pipes was laid under the Brisbane River between 
Long Pocket and Yeronga. The pipes were supplied in 30 ft lengths and were welded onshore 
before being laid in a 14ft wide trench along the bed of the river.282 

10. INDOOROOPILLY GOLF CLUB AT LONG POCKET 

The Indooroopilly Golf Club had been established at its St Lucia links since 1926 (see Paper 
17 Community Organisations) but had later been forced to limit membership numbers; in 
1959 it had entered into an agreement to buy land at Moggill for a second course.283  

In 1956, the Royal Queensland Golf Club, established in 1920 - before the Indooroopilly Golf 
Club, enquired about purchasing 150 acres at what was soon to become the Sir John Chandler 
Park, Long Pocket for £75 per acre payable over 40 years, as their lease at Eagle Farm was 
due to expire in ten years. A plan submitted by the Club was for Portions 71 to 83 and 
provided for the closure of the central roadway and its replacement with a roadway along the 
north bank of the river. The Council Administration Board advised Lord Mayor T R Groom 
and full Council: 

Whilst the Board is appreciative that the land was at outset acquired by the Council for park and 
open space purposes, the opinion is held that the making available of the land to the applicant 

                                                 
274 The Courier-Mail 9 November 1949 p 3. 
275 The Courier-Mail 19 May 1952 p 1. 
276 South Queensland Power Boat Club, Silver Anniversary History 1947-1972, JOL Ref 797.125 
277 The Courier-Mail 6 March 1954 p 8. 
278 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1961-1962, p 817. 
279 The Courier-Mail 17 January 1953 p 3; 27July 1954 p 11. 
280 The Courier-Mail 27 November 1954 p 6. 
281 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1959-1960, p 129; The Courier-Mail 26 May 1948, p.3.c4. 
282 Browne W A Man of Achievement Sir M Hornibrook 1974 p 54 
283 Indooroopilly Golf Club ‘A Half-Century of Golf 1926 -1976’, JOL Ref 796.3521 ind. 
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Club would ensure its retention as an open space and its development in a manner likely to be in 
keeping with the area and free of expense to the Council. The Board also recognised that it 
would not be practicable for the Council to move for the development of the area as a Municipal 
Golf Links for many years to come. However, after lengthy deliberations, the Board forms the 
opinion that the better course to follow would be to negotiate with the Club with a view to 
granting a lease of the area for a term of say, thirty years, in lieu of a sale of the subject land. 
…as this would ensure the retention of a large area at the extreme end of the Pocket with 
suitable road access and regarded as sufficient to meet public requirements. 284 

Council opposed the alienation or leasing of the area sought and rejected the proposal. The 
Council had purchased the land and improvements at an average of over £100 per acre. 

However, in 1962 Labour Lord Mayor Clem Jones initiated moves to use part of now named 
Sir John Chandler Park as a golf course.285 The Town Clerk formally submitted a proposal to 
Council for the calling of applications ‘…from bodies desirous of developing the park for golf 
or other recreational purposes…’286 Only one tender was received, submitted by the 
Indooroopilly Golf Club (St Lucia Links)  and it was non-conforming: 

Following negotiations with Council a 21 year lease was issued to the Indooroopilly Golf Club 
for an 18 golf course, a nine-hole pitch and putt and a driving range, on about 180 acres at 
Portions 67/73, 75, 77 and 78. The Club were permitted to use the cottage on the Bougainvillea 
Gardens section as a temporary clubhouse, provided they maintained the Gardens; they also had 
to build a permanent clubhouse within ten years, construct two sports ovals outside their leased 
area, and permit the paying public to play on the course at certain hours. Mention was made of 
the course reverting to public ownership at the end of the lease.287 

In 1962 the Club relinquished the lease on the Bougainvillea Gardens and took on Portion 80 
adjoining Portion 78, in lieu.288 The total area leased was about 110 acres (43.5 ha).289 The 
course and the new Clubhouse near the corner of Harts Road and Long Pocket Road were 
opened by Lord Mayor Clem Jones on 8th March 1964.290 

In August 1962 James Redhead from the original pioneer farming family, complained that the 
short term lease for his 70 acre farm which he had been allowed after his farm was resumed 
ten years earlier, was to be terminated immediately, and that he was not allowed to continue 
for three months to enable the harvest of his crops. The same applied to some of his 
neighbours; it is not known if a negotiated settlement was reached but the Golf Club stressed 
it wanted to get grass established before the start of the growing season September to 
October.291 

In 1968 the Golf Club requested the lease of additional land. The following year Lord Mayor 
Jones initiated plans to have the golf course expanded to 36 holes, by the Club leasing 200 
acres of Sir John Chandler Park on the other side of Long Pocket Road. His Executive 
Advisor J C Slaughter marked up a plan to show the land already leased to the Indooroopilly 
Golf Club, and that still in possession of the City Council. 292 

 

                                                 
284 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1955-1956, p 1141. 
285 Memo 4 August 1969 Jones/Slaughter, BCCA BCA1840. 
286 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1961-1962, p 817. 
287 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1962-1963, p 26. 
288 Brisbane City Council Minutes 1963-1964, p 248. 
289 The Australian 10 February 1982 
290 ‘The New Club House’ 1985, Indooroopilly Golf Club. The Courier-Mail 9 March 1964 p 1 c 1. 
291 TheRiverside News 9 August 196 p 2. 
292 Memo 4 August 1969 Jones/Slaughter, BCCA BCA1840; The Sunday-Mail 9 December 1973 p 10 D. 
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Long Pocket 1968 showing the first eighteen hole golf course on the southern side of the road.  

 

 
Enlargement of the above to show the first club house and car park on Harts Road. 

Courtesy DERM 
 

He noted that the Trustees of the Estate of James Redhead had a short term farming lease over 
most of Portions 74 to 83, that Ms E M Blasdall had a lease over part of Portion 74, and Mr T 
Bow had an agistment lease over Portion 84. It was proposed to close off Long Pocket Road 
and build a new road from the St Lucia Esplanade as part of the earlier proposal for a 
Riverside Drive.293  

                                                 
293 Memo 3 October 1968 Slaughter/Jones, BCCA BCA1840. 
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Mr Slaughter’s plan also notes that the University of Queensland had a lease over 7 acres of 
Portion 82 which they were using for experimental farming, as confirmed later by the 
University, who didn’t want to give it up.294 

In February 1970 Lord Mayor Jones outlined a proposal to the Indooroopilly Golf Club, 
which now included the provision of an extension of Meiers Road along the river edge to 
access the balance of the public park of ten acres at the end of the pocket.295 In June a 
newspaper reported that the existing golf course was now one of the most attractive courses in 
Brisbane with the public able to play most days, whereas the remaining Council land: 

has remained untouched by the Council, with no attempt to develop or improve it. Most of it is 
moor-like grassland with cattle grazing. Two pioneer-style timber homes stand on top of sharp 
little hummocks…at the tip of the peninsula…two small sets of lavatories and a solidly built 
jetty…maintained, in contrast to the neglect everywhere else.  
[Local Alderman Lex Ord, leader of the Opposition in Council said] there is going to be more 
necessity for golf courses…quite a bit of my area is parkland already. 296 

The Lord Mayor had included the matter in his policy speech in March saying it would 
become ‘one of the finest golfing complexes in the southern hemisphere’. 

The Queensland Council of Garden Clubs, the Queensland Housewives Association, the 
Brisbane Town Planning Study Group and others, all voiced their objection to the loss of 
public parkland.297  Local residents petitioned the Council, and the Opposition in Council, the 
Citizen’s Municipal Organisation objected to the loss of public parkland purchased by their 

                                                 
294 Prof E J Britten letter 4 August 1969 to Town Clerk. BCCA File BCA 1840 
295 Draft letter 16 February 1970 Jones/Clarke, President of Club, BCCA File BCA 1840 
296 The Sunday-Mail 28 June 1970 p 3 c 4. 
297 BCCA File BCA 1840; The Sunday Mail 1 November 1970. 
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leader in 1926, J B Chandler.298 Mr Porter the Liberal Member of State Parliament for 
Toowong voiced his objections in the House.299 

 
The Sunday Mail 18 October 1970 

The Museum Society of Queensland put forward a proposal for the remaining land to be used 
for a pony club, an open-air theatre, a science museum etc. and their sketch follows: 300 

 
‘Museum Society of Queensland’ proposed use of Sir John Chandler Park, 1971 

Members of the Indooroopilly Golf Club itself also had doubts about the plan, and in 
December 1970, the Club decided not to proceed with the option of the additional land. Club 
President Mr Mitchell advised the Lord Mayor that his members had decided not to proceed, 
partly because of all the local objections, and partly because it would have meant raising 
membership fees, even if it was allowed to sell off surplus land.301 

Soon after the Greater Brisbane City Council had been formed in 1925, the new Lord Mayor 
Alderman W A Jolly had noted that ‘it was in his mind that they should establish municipal 

                                                 
298 The Courier-Mail 11 November 1970; The Courier-Mail 23 November 1970 
299 The Telegraph 25 November 1970 
300 ‘Proposed Recreation Area at Long Pocket’ Museum Society, 1971, JOL VF 711.409943. 
301 The Courier-Mail 15 October 1970 p.5; 16 December 1970 



ST LUCIA H

PGB/Histor

(golf) li
in the 19

Lord M
the Indo
with the
existing
clubhou

The exi
bank to 
The lan
become
180 acr
Park.305

The Cou

“We’
excha
“At th
land, 
will b

In the fl
was a v
receded
used to 

             
302 The C
303 Indoor
304 Brisba
305 The Su
306 The Su
307 Indoor

HISTORY GROU

ry/Papers/21Long

inks when t
931 with th

Mayor Clem 
ooroopilly G
e freehold o
g lease wou
use, and the 

isting Long 
 the existin

nd from St L
e a public pa
res was tran
 

uncil’s Hea

’re getting a
ange for a str
he same time
the property

be open spac

flood of 197
virtual sea 
d, some of th

remove it.30

                  
Courier-Mail 5

roopilly Golf 
ane City Coun
unday-Mail 10
unday-Mail 9 
roopilly Golf 

UP 

g Pocket 

they got rid 
he opening o

Jones took 
Golf Club t
of about 173
uld be ext
St Lucia Li

Pocket Ro
ng boat ram
Lucia along
ark, and lan
nsferred to 

alth Commit

a completely 
retch of unus
e we’ll be pr
y of the club
ce forever, as

74, almost th
of water rig
he fairways
07 

                  
5 July 1926, p.
Club ‘A Half-

ncil Minutes 1
0 November 1
December 19
Club ‘A Half-

P

of a few bi
of the Victo

this a stage
to exchange
3 acres (70 
tended to 7
inks would 

ad was to b
mp and the 1
g the river b
nd would be
the golf clu

ttee Chairm

developed f
sed undevelo
reserving the
b. If they wa
s a council go

he entire co
ght through
were under

197

.17. c.1. 
f-Century of G
973-1974, p 8

1974 p 26 c 1.
973 p 10 D. 
f-Century of G

Page 70 of 81

ig problems
ria Park Go

e further in
e the freeho

ha) at Lon
75 years to
become a M

be closed an
10 to 12 acr
bank to CSI
e set aside f
ub and only

man Ald Bru

facility, one
oped land wh
e present Ind
anted to, they
olf course.306

ourse was u
h beyond T
r as much a

74 flood BC
 

Golf 1926 -197
806. 
 

Golf 1926 -197

s confrontin
olf Club. 

 1973, whe
old of the ex
ng Pocket. A
o permit th
Municipal C

nd Meiers R
res currentl
IRO previo
for a Munic
y five rema

usasco defen

of the fines
hich has beco
ooroopilly c
y could appl
6 

under water.
Tennyson an
as 15 inches

CCA 

76’ 

76’ 

P

ng them.’302

n agreemen
xisting 108 
As part of th
he building
Course for u

Road extend
y being use
usly intend

cipal Bowlin
ained as the

nded the swo

st golf cours
ome a proble
ourse. At pre
y for subdiv

. The view 
nd Yeronga
 of mud and

Printed March 12,

2 In fact the

nt was reach
acre St Lu

his arrangem
g of a new
use by the pu

ded along t
ed as a pub
ded as a roa
ng Green.30

e Sir John C

op when he

ses in Brisba
em and an ey
esent it is fre

vision. This w

from the cl
a.  When th
d a grader h

 

, 2017 

ey did so 

hed with 
cia links 
ment the 

w, larger 
ublic.303  

the north 
blic park. 
ad would 
04 In fact 
Chandler 

e said: 

ane in 
yesore. 
eehold 
way it 

lubhouse 
he water 
had to be 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/21Long Pocket Page 71 of 81 Printed March 12, 2017 

 
View from CSIRO laboratories 1974308 

A Government grant was received to help with the establishment of the new golf facilities. 
There was a large gulley on the new golf course 700 metres long and 8 metres deep; Council 
used this as a landfill over two years, making the area more suitable as a golf course.309  

. 

 

 

 

 

In use as a refuse tip 1977  

Brisbane Images BCC-C35-
730.3C 

 

 

 

In 1980 the golf club applied to rezone 7.6 ha of rainforest-covered hilly land that was 
unsuitable for golf, for a 58 Lot residential subdivision.310 A local architect suggested an 
alternative of a 24-level apartment tower, clubhouse and convention centre which he 
suggested should be built on the site of the (then) clubhouse.311 There was much angst in the 

                                                 
308 CSIRO photos ex AD 
309 ‘The New Club House’ 1985, Indooroopilly Golf Club. 
310 Jarrott J K, ‘The Jarrott Family: Aylesbury to Brisbane’ 1984,  p,42, QSL Ref Q929.2 jar, 
     and ‘The New Club House’ 1985, Indooroopilly Golf Club. 
311 The Telegraph 17 November 1980 p.3. 
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In 2006 Mirvac P/L sought rezoning approval for 285 high rise units on part of the Golf 
Club’s land. It was said they would pay the Golf Club $46,000,000 for the land, but the 
rezoning was rejected after considerable public opposition. 

 

Long Pocket golf course showing the clubhouse in the centre. Courtesy Nearmap.com 
September 2010 
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APPENDIX A  BOUGAINVILLEA GARDENS 

 

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
Application form (extract only) 
 
….Since the land was originally acquired, Council resumed a number of neighbouring 
properties and amalgamated them on to one title. The total land parcel is owned by Council 
and leased to Indooroopilly Golf Club. 
 
Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens is a small riverside public park located on Harts Road, 
Indooroopilly. On first impressions it appears as a pleasant park with a variety of mature trees, 
hedges and sweeping lawns with a number of views over the adjoining golf course. On closer 
inspection the park contains a number of elements that help it read as the impressive 
residential garden that it once was. Much of the original layout is evident in some way. The 
site can be divided into two main sections - the northern residential garden that was 
previously contained by a post and wire fence; and the southern section which has largely 
been reduced due to the golf course. The siting of the house and garden was probably 
determined by its elevation on a property that is largely prone to flooding, and its proximity to 
the road. Before the road was constructed all access would have been by river. 
 
Early Queensland gardens were derived predominantly from English and European models 
with styles being adapted in response to climatic conditions and available plants. The Thomas 
estate is testament to this. Thomas Park/ Bougainvillea Gardens were established in 1900 at 
the start of the Federation or Edwardian period following the Victorian period. Because of 
their proximity in time to the Victorian period the Gardens reflect elements of both periods. 
 
Elements typical of these periods represented at Thomas Park include a formal geometric 
garden layout with compartmentalized spaces designated for particular uses such as a 
vegetable garden, drying area, stables and pleasure gardens. Semi-rural properties were often 
located close to permanent water such as a river. Houses were usually sited on higher ground 
providing views across the local landscape and keeping above more flood prone areas. Lattice 
work, pergolas, gazebos, summerhouses and arches were also commonly a feature.  
 
The garden design was predominantly formal and asymmetrical with a mix of utilitarian and 
picturesque elements. These include a main entrance to the property marked by an archway 
(probably steel) which leads down a formal driveway to the cottage. The drive was made of 
crushed granite gravel, was lined with avenues of trees and aligned on the central axis of the 
cottage. The avenue terminates with a circular drive, the centre of which contains a palm tree, 
which provides a functional turn-around and a focal point. The drive continues around the 
back of the house to another building which may have been stables and then along the western 
boundary of the site back to Harts Road.  
 
The southern section of the property contains functional spaces including a vegetable garden, 
a drying area and an enclosed lawn, which from a 1908 photo of the Gardens appears to 
contain a tennis court. These spaces were all delineated by Bougainvillea hedges. A fence 
running east-west along the top third of Thomas’ property is likely to have marked the 
boundary of the residential part of the property. 
 
The remaining two thirds running down to the river would have been used for training horses 
and agistment. The property contained a dam in the mid-eastern side of the property which 
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was Subdivision 7 on the title deed. The dam area is now located on the property leased to the 
Indooroopilly Golf Club and has been filled. A number of old trees and bougainvillea are still 
growing in this lower area. During their annual fetes and other charity events the lower area 
was used extensively for stalls, marching bands and children’s activities. 
 
A key feature of Thomas’ garden and the main reason it came to be so well known and 
visited, was its bougainvillea plantings, particularly the bougainvillea hedges. Thomas is 
reported to have originated 50 varieties of bougainvillea including the one named after him-
Bougainvillea spectabilis ‘Thomasii’. What is believed to be the parent plant of Bougainvillea 
spectablis ‘Thomasii’ is still living in its original site adjacent to the northern edge of the 
cottage site. Before the cottage was removed the plant was over 400 feet long trained onto 
sloping frames around the veranda and from there over arches. 
 
The property was purchased in 1899 by Henry Thomas and remained in his ownership until 
an agreement was made with Council in March 1947 for his property to be purchased as park 
land for the enjoyment of the people of Brisbane and visitors to the city. Henry Thomas was 
allowed to remain in occupation as long as he desired and give Council the benefit in the 
preparation of any further plans to beautify the site without compensation other than full 
occupation of the house and the paddocks for grazing horses and cows. He remained there 
until his death in April 1958 at the age of 93 years. 
 
Around 1920 his garden was entered in a cottage garden competition but he was disqualified 
as the gardens were considered too large. However from that time his gardens became focal 
point for people to visit and became known as “Bougainvillea Gardens”. He opened the 
gardens for many charity events and a number of famous people also visited the site. 
 
His property was important part of the history of Indooroopilly and Brisbane through the 
1920’s to the 1970’s.  As well as being visited by thousands of locals, overseas visitors and 
many local dignitaries it was also visited by Mrs Curtin (wife of the Prime Minister) and 
Margaret Preston (Australian artist) who wrote an article in 1927 stating “the garden alone is 
worth a trip to Brisbane, a beautiful reminder that it is really Queensland, land of warmth and 
colour”.  
 
 
In order to assess the heritage significance of the Thomas Park/ Bougainvillea Gardens the 
criteria outlined in the Queensland Heritage Act 1992 have been used. The criteria are: 
 
A. the place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of     Queensland's history; 
B. the place demonstrates rare, uncommon, or endangered aspects of Queensland's cultural 
heritage; 
C. the place has potential to yield information that will contribute to the understanding of 
Queensland's history; 
D. the place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class of 
places; 
E. the place is important because of its aesthetic significance; 
F. the place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative achievement at a 
particular period; 
G. the place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural, or spiritual reasons. 
H. the place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or 
organization of importance in Queensland’s history. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/21Long Pocket Page 77 of 81 Printed March 12, 2017 

 
Criterion A - the place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Queensland's 
history 
 
The Gardens are an important link with the early non-Indigenous history of Indooroopilly. 
They reflect the site’s continuum from the early survey of the area in 1858, to the farm 
established by Robert Jarrott in 1867, the subsequent subdivision of the site in 1879, the 
purchase of subdivisions 1, 2 and 7 by Henry Thomas and construction of his residence and 
his renowned Brisbane garden. The purchase of the property by the Brisbane City Council in 
1947 for use as a public park to conserve Thomas’ gardens and his residence “Somerset” 
(which unfortunately was demolished in 1964) for the people of Brisbane and later the 
incorporation of a large part of the property into the Indooroopilly Golf Course. 
 
The land all the way to the river is most important in Queensland history. When Robert Jarrett 
had his orchard the fruit was transported to the Roma Street markets by boat until a road was 
eventually built. The maps show that Indooroopilly Island cut off many of the water access 
areas to the farms. It would be presumed that the boats were loaded form the area which is 
part of Thomas Park. Until the road was constructed the river would have been the only 
transport for the property owners to move their produce. 
 
The Jarrott family were early pioneers in the area of market gardening in Queensland. 
Although Thomas Park was only a portion of their property their early recognised work in 
irrigation and farm implements needs to be addressed in this history. 
 
The following Queensland principal historical themes are relevant to Thomas Park 
Bougainvillea Gardens: 
 
Principal theme     Sub-theme 
2. Exploiting and/or utilising the land         2a Exploring/surveying the land 
                         2d Agriculture 
 
3. Developing secondary/tertiary                3a Food Production industries 
 
5. Building Settlements and dwellings         5c Dwellings 
 
7. Creating social and cultural institutions    7e Sport and recreation 
   
 
Criterion B - the place demonstrates rare, uncommon, or endangered aspects of Queensland's 
cultural heritage 
 
The purchasing of a residential property by a local council for the purpose of conserving a 
garden for the people of the city is uncommon. Henry Thomas’ garden was held in such high 
regard by the people of Brisbane and visitors alike that the Brisbane City Council decided to 
purchase the property ‘for park purposes for the use and enjoyment          for the citizens of 
Brisbane and visitors to this City’. 
 
The gardens for many years were opened to the public on special occasions with Mrs Thomas 
serving afternoon tea. People of Brisbane and visitors to the city flocked to the Gardens 
during flowering time of the bougainvillea. 
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The Gardens are important for its collection of bougainvillea and in particular the cultivation 
of Bougainvillea spectabalis ‘Thomasii’ – the parent plant of which is still living in the 
Gardens. The park still contains an oak tree which Henry Thomas grew from seed. 
 
After the death of Henry Thomas the Gardens came under the sole control of Harry Oakman 
who was one of Australia’s foremost gardening authorities, recognised especially for his 
expertise in tropical and subtropical gardening. He was a Fellow of the Australian Institute of 
Landscape Architects and a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Parks and Recreation. He 
directed the Brisbane City Council Parks Department for seventeen years and was later 
director of landscape with the National Capital Development Commission in Canberra. He 
has designed and created botanic gardens, city squares, lookouts, streetscapes, playgrounds, 
public parks, and imaginative landscapes for highways, foreshores, golf courses, schools, 
shopping centres, factories, hospitals and private gardens.  
 
 
Criterion C - the place has potential to yield information that will contribute to the 
understanding of Queensland's history 
 
As a historic residential garden, the Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens has the potential to 
increase our understanding of garden design in Queensland in the early 1900s.  
 
In recent times two custard apple trees were removed by Council. When DPI was contacted 
they asked the resident to try and save what was left as the trees as they were probably part of 
Jarrett’s orchard. Stock that old could be used to blend with current stock to perfect new 
species. Unfortunately it was too late. 
 
Many of the plants remaining in the park are at least 100 years old and may be able to be 
propagated with other stock. 
 
 
Criterion D - the place is important in demonstrating the principal          characteristics of a 
particular class of places 
 
The Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens were established in 1900 at the start of the 
Federation or Edwardian period following the Victorian period. Because of their proximity in 
time to the Victorian period the Gardens reflect elements of both periods. Elements typical of 
these periods represented at Thomas Park include a geometric garden layout with 
compartmentalized spaces designated for particular uses such as a vegetable garden, drying 
area, stables and pleasure gardens. Pleasure gardens were typically located to the front of the 
property with more utilitarian areas located to the rear of the house.  
 
Other elements include large areas of lawn divided by hedges, paths and informal garden 
beds; boundaries defined by avenues of trees and hedges; topiary to establish form and 
repetition; and a tree lined main driveway with turning circle. Semirural properties were often 
located close to permanent water such as a river. Houses were usually sited on higher ground 
providing views across the local landscape and keeping above the more flood prone areas. 
Fences were predominantly painted timber. A pedestrian entry and a service entry were also a 
feature with added emphasis to the visitors’ gateway by gateway planting. Gravel was often 
used to pave driveways and paths. Lattice work, pergolas, gazebos, summerhouses and arches 
were also a feature. 
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Criterion E - the place is important because of its aesthetic significance; 
 
The Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens make a significant contribution to the streetscape of 
Harts Road. In particular, the repetition of the stately palms with their tall, elegant trunks and 
their cascading fronds; the definition provided by the line of bougainvillea hedges fronting 
Harts Road; the gently sloping carpet of green grass and the large collection of mature trees of 
different shapes, sizes and shades of green, all combine to create a picturesque and inviting 
view from Harts Road.  
 
From within the Gardens a number of elements together create a landscape of significant 
aesthetic value. These include the shade-dappled, sloping lawns; the different spaces defined 
by avenues of trees and bougainvillea hedges; the strong sense of history provided by the 
mature plantings and other relics of the Thomas property; the sense of enclosure and calm 
created by the trees and hedges; the impressive vistas through the site and overlooking the 
rolling landscape of the Indooroopilly Golf Course and the spectacular and imposing form of 
a number of the mature trees on site. 
 
 
Criterion F - the place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative achievement at 
a particular period; 
 
The Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens are important for their association with Henry 
Thomas’ cultivation of a number of bougainvillea cultivars including Bougainvillea 
spectabilis Thomasii which was described by a 1927 Sunday Mail article as ‘the most dainty 
and beautiful’ of all the varieties of Bougainvillea. The article goes on to note that “though 
many new varieties have appeared not any has equalled the Thomasii variety, either in beauty 
of flowers and foliage or in the quantity of flowers produced”. What is believed to be the 
parent plant of Bougainvillea spectablis Thomasii is still living in its original site adjacent to 
the northern edge of the house site.  Before the house was removed the plant was said to be 
over 400 feet long trained on sloping frames around the veranda and from there over arches. 
This bougainvillea produces a bright red flower and is a seasonal bloom.  
 
The Gardens themselves were a major attraction in Brisbane during the 1920s-60s because of 
their striking displays of bougainvillea. They attracted tourists from all over the world and 
even drew tributes from Lord Mayor William Jolly who it was reported, “took visitors to 
Brisbane out to see the beautiful blaze of colour in Mr Thomas‘s spacious garden at 
Indooroopilly” 
 
 
Criterion G - the place has a strong or special association with a particular community or 
cultural group for social, cultural, or spiritual reasons. 
 
The Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens are highly valued by residents in the local vicinity, 
as demonstrated by their actions in preventing the construction of a road through the park in 
2001. The road was to provide access to the pump station south of the site and was 
subsequently built within the grounds of the Indooroopilly Golf Course. Residents have taken 
a strong interest in activities affecting the park including general maintenance by Brisbane 
City Council. Their concerns led to the commissioning of a conservation management plan 
which is attached. 
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Local residents pestered Council until a plaque was placed on the park acknowledging Henry 
Thomas and his bougainvillea. 
 
The Gardens for many years were utilised by the local St Andrew’s Church of England to 
hold their annual fete. Stalls were used to raise funds for the church in the lower area of the 
property and Scottish pipe bands, Salvation Army bands, marching girls and folk dancing also 
occurred in the lower area of the property. 
 
Other organizations with a special association with the park include the Australian Garden 
History Society who have visited the park on a few occasions and published articles in their 
newsletter and journal. The Indooroopilly & District Historical Society also has an interest in 
the Gardens because of the site’s history.  
 
The Gardens obviously hold a special place in the Jarrott family which can be gauged by the 
article written by J.K. Jarrott in 1978 titled “Thomas Park”.  
 
It is likely that the Gardens hold a special place in the Thomas family although this has not 
yet been ascertained since the last correspondence with the family in 1987. It may be revealed 
following community consultation. In the past some of his family have commented about the 
lack of attention by Council to  upkeep of the plants and area. 
 
They were upset that the property their father/grandfather gave to the people of Brisbane as a 
park for all to enjoy was dissected to allow a golf club to have the main use.  
 
 
Criterion H - the place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, 
group or organization of importance in Queensland’s history. 
 
The Thomas Park Bougainvillea Gardens have an association with Henry Thomas who was a 
renowned figure in Brisbane in the 1920s-60s because of his development of the Gardens and 
a number of bougainvillea cultivars. He was described on different occasions in local news 
reports as Mr Bougainvillea, ‘Bougainvillea’ Thomas, Mr Greenfingers and the Bougainvillea 
King. The Gardens are named in honour of Henry Thomas. He is said to have raised hundreds 
of pounds for hospitals churches and other charities through opening his garden to the public. 
 
When he trimmed his plants each year he would allow nurserymen to collect the cuttings at no 
cost which is the reason his bougainvillea can be seen all over Brisbane as well as throughout 
the world. 
 
Henry Thomas and his Bougainvillea Gardens gained worldwide recognition during his 
lifetime and his Bougainvillea Thomasii is grown in all parts of the world. 
 
References 
 
Brisbane City Council, 2002 & 2008, Conservation Management Studies, on Thomas Park 
Bougainvillea Gardens, Indooroopilly. Bruce Hargreaves, Australian Garden History Society, 
Vol.15 No.3 November, December 2003, January 2004, pp16- 20, “Traces of the Past”. 
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Several photographs from 2008 Conservation Management Report 
1908 photo of “Greetings from Somerset” from State Library 
1909-10 photo of Somerset from State Library 
1920s photo front of Bougainvillea Gardens from State Library 
1922 photo of Mrs Bob Joyce standing under the arch. The front entrance to the property. 
From State Library 
1922 photo with caption “Bougainvillea covers a residence in Indooroopilly” from State 
Library 
Photo by Capt. F Hurley from the Hurley series Queensland from National Library. Show 
shaping of bougainvillea 
1925 photo showing “Mr Thomas’ Bougainvillea Gardens in Indooroopilly” from National 
Library  
1927 photos of Bougainvillea Gardens in “The Home” from National Library 
1928 photo of Bougainvillea Gardens from State Library 
1931 photo in “Queensland Annual” of Bougainvillea Thomasii on Mr Thomas’ residence 
from State Library 
1932  photo on front cover of “The Queenslander” of Bougainvillea Thomasii on Glen 
Kedron from State Library 
1931 photo in “The Queenslander Annual” of Bougainvillea Thomasii in a suburban garden 
from State Library 
1936 photo in “The Queensland Annual” showing Bougainvillea on front fence of 
Bougainvillea Gardens from State Library 
Circa 1935 unidentified photo of front gardens of Bougainvillea Gardens from State Library 
1950 photos in The Australian Women’s Weekly showing Bougainvillea Gardens. This is 
reported to be the first commercial photo of Henry Thomas. From National Library 
Family photos of the side entrance and driveway to the residence and Henry Thomas’ 
granddaughter in the front garden 
Family photo of the Thomas Residence 
1956 photo by Capt. Frank Hurley in “Australian Pictorial Works” from  State Library of 
Victoria 
Photo by Capt. Frank Hurley in “Australia Calling” from State Library of Victoria 
1957 photo of Henry Thomas in his garden from State Library 
In 1958 after the death of Mr Thomas Brisbane City Council photographed the total park area. 
These photos came from Council archives. Note the dam which is on Lot 7 of the old title 
deed. 
 A series of photos taken by the writer of the park as it stands today. 
 
Property Details 
 
Current Certificate of Title of Council land 
1977 Title upon amalgamation 
Old Title Deed of Subs 2 & 7 of the Thomas property 
Brisbane City Council photo outlining the Thomas property 
1946 and 2005 aerial photo outlining the Thomas property 
1947 Plan of Subdivision outlining the property 
Hillhouse & Hillhouse plan of subdivision when lower area was granted to Indooroopilly Golf 
Club 
Brisbane City Council plan of subdivision highlighting the amalgamated properties and 
highlighting Thomas Park 

 


