
WHEN RIVER WAS ROADWAY – Pioneer farmers 

of Brisbane’s Seventeen Mile Rocks District (2012) 

by Meg Gordon  

This book focuses on the 19th century se�lement 

of Seventeen Mile Rocks suburb, Jindalee, Mt. 

Ommaney and parts of Sinnamon Park. It includes 

a detailed descrip#on of the pioneer community, 

including the countries of origin of se�lers, key 

aspects of lifestyle including modes of transport, 

the establishment and the history of community 

ins#tu#ons (such as School, Churches and the 

Orange Lodge). The book also includes a history of 

the pioneers’ farming ac#vi#es including the 

changing pa�ern of land ownership, changing sizes 

of land holdings and changing land usage over 

#me. Approximately two-thirds of the book 

consists of profiles of pioneer families, including 

their land holdings, their community involvement, 

and family details including genealogical charts. 

The book is 316 A4 size pages (158 sheets printed 

double-sided) in length, with a page of contents, 

an index, and references provided in footnotes. 

PASTORALISTS OF BRISBANE TOWN’S FRINGE – 

Pioneers of Seventeen Mile Rocks and Wolston 

2013, (2nd edi0on) by Meg Gordon 

The Centenary Suburbs and parts of Darra, 

Wacol, Inala and Carole Park were once the 

loca#on of large pastoral estates, where horse 

breeding, ca�le grazing and pig breeding 

occurred. This so7 cover book comprises 103 A4 

pages. It describes the 19
th

 century pastoral 

ac#vi#es and provides maps showing where the 

pastoral holdings were located in rela#on to 

current landmarks.  Key features of the lifestyle 

of the individuals and families associated with 

Wolston Estate in the 19
th

 century are described. 

Biographical and genealogical details are 

provided about Dr Stephen Simpson, John 

Mansel Ommanney, Ma�hew Goggs and 

descendants, and the Hammond family. One 

chapter examines 19
th

 century local sources of 

sandstone including Jeays’s Quarry, in the 

context of exploring possible sources of 

sandstone used in the building of Wolston House. 
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