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INTRODUCTION 
 
Undertaking research into Thomas Lodge Murray Prior (TLMP), one of the early land owners of what 
is now St Lucia, the name Charles Robert Haly (CRH) was noted and ‘tagged’ for follow up. 
 
CRH married Rosa Harpur, one of Matilda Harpur’s sisters who accompanied her to Bromelton (in 
the Logan district) following her marriage to TLMP (her other sister, Elizabeth, married William 
Barker of the adjacent Tamrookum station). CRH put up part of the bond for TLMP when he took up 
the position of Post Master General and purchased suburban land adjacent to TLMP’s much more 
extensive speculative holdings at Cleveland and in St Lucia. 
 
CRH and TLMP had similar backgrounds, arrived in Australia around the same time and both initially 
worked on NSW stations before heading up to (what would eventually become) Queensland in the 
early 1840s as the Moreton Bay penal settlement was opened up for free settlers.  
 
Charles together with his brother William O’Grady were ‘pioneers’ and early settlers of the South 
Burnett. They established Taabinga, a 300 sq mile holding (comprising a number of runs) initially 
stocking it with sheep driven up (it is understood) via the Logan and the Darling Downs. Their leased 
property stretched from present day Kingaroy down towards the Bunya Mountains. 150km from 
Ipswich/Brisbane and 120km from the coast this was seriously remote country when they took it up. 
 
Whilst William O’Grady was lost at sea in the early 1861, Charles and Rosa held the property until 
the mid 1870s when it was sold to a consortium including Thomas Alford, who eventually assumed 
sole ownership. The exact reason and circumstances surrounding the sale are unclear, however, CRH 
ran into financial difficulties by the end of the decade and entered into voluntary insolvency in 
January 1880. 
 
By 1882 he must have satisfactorily sorted his affairs as he was appointed Police Magistrate based at 
Dalby. In, it is assumed, somewhat reduced circumstances he continued in this role until his death in 
1892. Rosa survived him. Charles was elected to the first Parliament of Queensland in 1860 and 
represented South Burnett  constituencies for 9 of the next 18 years. 
 
Successive resumptions have reduced the original Taabinga property to around 2,000 acres, however, 
the homestead still stands (with some modification) and is in the hands of Libby Leu (descendant of 
Arthur Youngman, the third owner of Taabinga) and Colin Marshall.  
 
These Notes are intended as a reference base and have been prepared to consolidate various snippets 
of information that have been researched/collected over the last 12 months. There appears to be little 
information on CRH in the public domain. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
 
Discussion and correspondence with Frank CB Haly 
Tom Murray Prior family archive 
Australian Dictionary of Biography1851 – 1890 (JOL) 
Biographical Register Qld Parliament 1860-1929 DB Waterson (JOL) 
Professor Colin Arthur Roderick notes on TLMP Papers (NL of A) 
They Came to Bromelton Patricia Savage (Beaudesert HS/Museum) 
Qld Colonial Exhibition Catalogue (Aug 1876) (JOL) 
Dalby Magistrates Court Minutes Book (QSA) 
Will and Insolvency Files (QSA) 
Wilderness to Wealth (South Burnett Shires Centenary)  Murphy and Eastern 1950 
Statistical Register of Queensland (QSA) 
Dalby Museum/Historical Society (Assistance and leads Dawn McCotter) 
Discussions with Colin Marshall , Taabinga Homestead  
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 CHARLES ROBERT & WILLIAM O’GRADY HALY 
 
 
 Born 11 April 1816 Amboise France, (balance of brothers and sisters born in Newfoundland) 
 
 Father Lt Col Charles William Haly mother Anne nee Hutchings, lived for most of their married 

life in Newfoundland (children born 1801 to 1820). Father died 1835, mother 1838. Father 800 
years Irish lineage 

 
 1838 Charles and brother William O’Grady leave for NSW from Plymouth on the ‘James 

Pattison’ 
 
 Brothers arrive in NSW Australia 1838  
 
 Settled first on the Hunter River and then to the Gwydir River where they assembled a large party 

of men and sheep > Logan District 
 

 
 
 c1842 take up Taabinga run in the South Burnett, early settlers following (pioneer) Henry Stuart 

Russell of Cecil Plains fame (Burrandowan), Simon Scott (Taromeo), John James Malcolm 
Borthwick (Tarong) and William Elliot Oliver (Nanango)  

 

 
 

Taabinga homestead ‘in the early days’ (Wilderness to Wealth- Murphy and Easton) 
 
 (Gwyneth Leu recollections Courier Mail 5 April 1988 notes she was born at Taabinga 

Homestead, Haly Creek, Kingaroy in 1913 – suggests established by Charles Robert and William 
O’Grady Haly in 1846 – this may have been formal date) 

 
 Thomas Lodge Murray Prior marries Matilda Harpur 3 Sep 1846 
 
 Elizabeth Harpur marries William Barker of Tamrookum 1847 
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 CRH marries Rosa Harpur 3 September 1853 at Tamrookum Charles and Rosa have 7 sons and 3 
daughters  

 

 
 

George Clapperton (JOL) 
 
 1850s CRH offers George Clapperton position at Taabinga (unhappy working for Mr Oliver on 

Nanango station) which he accepts [refer Notes on Correspondence with George C] 
 
 1859 William O’Grady returns to England and is then lost at sea somewhere between England 

Newfoundland and Queensland 1861 [refer Notes on Wills] 
 
 CRH Elected Member of the Legislative Assembly Burnett 4 May 1860 serves until June 1863 

and then again May 1865-Apr 1867 and May 1869-Mar 1871. Subsequently represented 
Leichhardt Feb 1876-Dec 1878 [Refer Notes on election and ‘constituency’ correspondence with 
Clapperton] 

 
 June 1861 gives evidence to Select Committee investigating Native Police (Notes he has been in 

Qld for approx 22 years with experience in Brisbane, The Clarence and The Gwydir). [Also 
evidence 1860 Internal Communications and 1863 Main Roads Select Committees] 

 
 August 1862 provided ₤250 Bond as part of Sureties for TLMP to take up Post Master General 

position (TLMP’s other brother in law William Barker provided an equal amount) 
 
 1870s problems with disease in sheep and difficulty with pastures 
 
 1874/75 agists sheep on Mrs Mowbrays land (provides St Lucia  land as security) 
 
 Dec 1874, on Electoral Roll for Leichardt, as leaseholder of Glenhaughton (had some interest in 

the property in the 1860s, not sure of extent/dates etc). Remains on Roll up to and including that 
issued Dec 1880 

 
 By Dec 1875 John Wyndham Wentworth Jackson has joined him as a partner in Glenhaughton 

(Electoral Roles confirm) in the Leichardt District (Taroom) and Wimpole (or McKinlay Downs) 
in the North Gregory District (Bundaberg /Maryborough). Partnership known as CR Haly and 
Company 
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 1875  Taabinga sold to Thomas Alford (son of Alford of Toowoomba). Richard his brother may 
also have had a share, he is noted on the Electoral Roll as from  Dec 1875. They switch (wisely) 
to more of a focus on cattle 

 
 Dec 1875 Bremer Electoral Roll shows Charles Haly residing at Newtown 
 
 Jan 1876, CRH no longer on Burnett Electoral Roll, by Dec he appears on Bremer Roll noting he 

is a leaseholder at Booval 
 
 August 1876 exhibits in ‘Miscellaneous’ Horses’ class at Queensland Colonial Exhibition 

(address noted as Booval Ipswich – also on Dec 1876 Bremer Roll, noted as Leaseholder Booval) 
 

 
 

Title Deed for Portion 18 (25 acres and 2 roods) Parish of Indooroopilly (St Lucia)  
dated August 1876. CRH would offer the land as security against other commitments 

 
 From Dec 1877 Roll CRH address noted as Quarry Street Ipswich  
 
 January 1880 applies for Voluntary Insolvency, residing in Ipswich [Refer Notes on Insolvency] 
 
 26 April 1882 appointed Police Magistrate (₤450 pa + ₤50 pa travel to Miles, Chinchilla and 

Jondaryan) and Assistant Immigration Agent (₤nil) at Dalby  
 
 Typical entries in Magistrates Minute Book - Small Debts Court (book examined commenced 

Friday 30 January 1885), unpaid Rates, dis-honoured notes, stolen sheep, not paying wages, 
agistment  and stallion fees. Only detailed report in Minutes 16 May 1890, John Young Black 
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CHARLES ROBERT HALY Election to Legislative Assembly 1860 
 
The Moreton Bay Courier 
ADB Vol 5 1851-1890 
 
Candidature 
 
Prior to the election for the first Queensland Parliament the papers contained numerous (assumed 
paid) columns dedicated to promoting the various candidates for the upcoming polls. 
 
CRH’s took the form of both the ‘letter’ to CRH by his supporters and his response in the affirmative. 
Addressed to CRH at Taabinga, 14 qualified voters requested him to put his name down for one of the 
two MLA seats which would represent the Burnett constituency. 
 
The declared supporters were: 
 
Bryce T Barker  F Lamb   George Clapperton 
John Carter  John Bright  JW Stewart 
Charles Clapperton John Monter  Alpin Cameron 
Michael Carroll  Thomas Kingsford  James McLaren 
A Galbraith  George Barker 
 
CRH in his reply (addressed from Taabinga) accepts the nomination and briefly outlines his platform 
as follows: 
 
 Can’t agree with the Tendering arrangements for taking up land (has some problems with the 

Land Bill to be introduced) 
 
 Believes occupancy should be the only right/pre qualification for taking up new runs 
 
 Advocates extensive stretches of land (particularly along the coast, up river systems etc) be 

surveyed and put up for Auction as soon as possible, one third of proceeds to be rebated to actual 
resident/cultivator of property [settler rather than speculator] 

 
 Economy of Government 
 
 Has a problem with over investing in railways (particularly at this stage of Colony development) 
 
 In favour of National System of Education (public schools) 
 
CRH in a similar fashion to his own supporters added his name to the list proposing RR MacKenzie 
as a candidate for the other seat (Burnett was to have two Representatives). 
 
Nominations 
 
At the nominations held on 27 April, presided over by the Returning Officer DM Jones, George 
Clapperton appears to have been first to take the floor, nominating CRH (seconded by Alpin 
Cameron). 
 
Other nominees were Mr R Strathdee (proposed by Mr OP Brook, seconded by Mr A Walker), Mr T 
Stanley Sudlow ‘the poor mans friend’ (proposed by Mr A Walker, seconded by Mr C Lamond) and 
Robert Ramsay Mackenzie (proposed by Mr FG Connolly, seconded by BB Morten). 
 
Mackenzie already had experience as the Colonial Treasurer (being appointed to this role along with 
Herbert as Colonial Secretary and Pring as Attorney General) in the administration established by 
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Governor Bowen in 1859 prior to the calling of elections. Whilst noted as relatively new to the 
Burnett area, he was a major player having established significant landholdings in 1856 (in 
partnership leasing 52 runs comprising around 1,500 sq miles in the Burnett and Leichardt Districts). 
These investments (in contrast to his earlier NSW holdings which led to his bankruptcy in 1844) 
would prove profitable, his timing of their disposal occurring before the general downturn in 1867. 
 
The show of hands following the candidates platform speeches suggested a clear majority for 
Mackenzie and Strathdee. Supporters of CRH and Sudlow, as was their right, requested the election 
proceed to a poll of all electors. The date was set down for 4 May 1860. 
 
The meeting is reported to have been conducted in a most orderly and quiet manner, every speaker 
having an impartial hearing (in contrast to other seats such as East Moreton where TLMP was 
standing which was a boisterous affair). 
 
Election Results 
 
Mackenzie was clear leader in the poll, with CRH just squeezing in ahead of Strathdee. The reported 
result of the poll was as follows: 
 
 Mackenzie Haly Strathdee Sudlow 
Polling Booth     
     
Gayndah 36 13 35 22 
Dykehead 1 2 2 0 
Wigton 2 2 0 0 
Boondooma 13 12 1 0 
Nanango 15 14 3 0 
     
Total 67 43 41 22 
     
    
RRM went on to hold ministerial positions in a number of Administrations, including a spell as 
Premier until retiring in 1868, returning to Coul Scotland to take up the Head of Family role following 
the death of his brother. He is described as a ‘not outstanding’ squatter or politician and appears to 
have spent most of his time in residence at New Farm rather than in his electorate. 
 
Despite this close run win at the first election CRH went on to represent the area for 9 out of the 
following 18 years. The Burnett District boundaries were changed over time CRH representing 
Leichardt for his final spell in Parliament (post sale of Taabinga). 
 
 
CRH Correspondence with (George) Clapperton 
 
Letters (photocopies only)   (JOL) 
Moreton Bay Courier   (State Library) 
Wide Bay and Burnett Times   (State Library) 
Maryborough Chronicle  (State Library) 
 
[Refer handwritten letter and JOL transcripts following notes] 
 
Assumed to be correspondence with George Clapperton ex Manager of Taabinga for CRH sometime 
around 1850 (GC subsequently took up Tarong – another local Station). George nominated CRH for 
the MLA seat of Burnett in 1860. (Alternatively there is a possibility this could have been Charles 
Clapperton a co-nominee of CRH, however, George is considered the most likely). 
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Letter of 20 June 1860 
 
Halloran:  CRH and GC appear to have been supporting Arthur E Halloran in early 1860 in respect to 
the right of previously appointed NSW magistrates to continue in this role, there had obviously been 
some dissent in the local area over this issue. [This was one of the many similar issues that had to be 
addressed at Separation – the most interesting one I have come across was the status and salary of 
Judge Lutwyche]. Halloran at the time was the District Commissioner of Crown Oaths and Land 
Commissioner, having undertaken this role since 1853’ish. 
 
The government appear to have supported Halloran, the WB&BT carrying a report of The Ministers 
determination in August 1860. 
 
It wasn’t long before Halloran was in the news again though, in November an enquiry was underway 
covering a number of complaints including trafficking in land (Walla Run), the improper withdrawal 
of sale for an allotment of land and illegal getting and  possession of and detaining a horse. A number 
of locals gave evidence most suggesting that not all of his dealings were straightforward. 
 
By the time the Report was tabled in Parliament in May 1861, Halloran had already departed the 
District with his family and headed south to Warwick. He is reported as blaming his demise on his 
enemies whilst apparently acknowledging his own discretions. 
 
Expenditure:  Even though Brisbane was the seat of government for the new colony Ipswich, the 
outlying districts and particularly the Ports were still to some extent in denial. Rivalry and 
competition continued for many years, Brisbane establishing itself during the 1860s and early 1870s 
with the cutting of the river bar, dredging of the shipping channels and construction of the railways. 
 
Letter 21 June 1861 
 
Ghost of Ban Ban:  Pen name for the regular [assumed] editorial column in the Maryborough 
Chronicle which regularly and consistently runs down CRH and to a lesser extent Robert Ramsay 
MacKenzie, the other MLA representing the two seat constituency of Burnett. 
 
Tenders for Runs:  Not quite sure how this worked differently to ‘Selections’ which perhaps only 
kicked in after the Alienation of Crown Lands Act’ which was introduced sometime around this time. 
CRH in his election platform appears to have been against the Tender arrangement. It may have 
required some form of annual proposal rather than the later 10 year lease arrangements, ‘Assessment’ 
may have related to the amount of capital improvements required to retain the lease. 
 
Interesting to note, together with his brother William O’Grady Haly, their tender for the following 
runs was accepted in May 1860: 
 
Run    Rent  Assessment (?) 
 
Glen Haughton   ₤3/1/-  ₤20 
Brush Creek   ₤3/1/-  ₤20 
Sportsman’s Creek  ₤3/1/-  ₤20 
Craig’s Creek   ₤3/1/-  ₤20 
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- Agreed April 1879 with Mort Holland that the Stations be put up for auction and if not sold, 
Jackson to purchase Glenhaughton. CRH to be given time to redeem Wimpole 

- Put up for auction but did not sell, Glenhaughton sold privately around June 1879 but none of 
funds reached CRH 

- Bank then took possession of Wimpole without notice including stock (notes stock prices 
depressed at the time) 

- CRH had indentured Kanakas working for him on the property and they threatened to sue for 
wages 

- Filed for insolvency as no money to pay and not too keen on going to prison 
- States he believes if he had been given time then he could have worked through the 

difficulties with Wimpole 
- Believes insolvency has arisen through reasons beyond his control 

 
 Discharge granted 13 August 1880, issues beyond his responsibility 
 
CREDITORS 
 
PRV 11576 Insolvency Files File No 811 ( QSA) 
Microfilm Z 8371  (QSA) 
 
Little Brown and Ruthing Solicitors  ₤23-19-0 for work carried out 1874-78  including: 
 
 Jan/Feb 1874/75 agreements with Mrs Mowbray re (what appears to be) arrangements for 

agistment of his sheep on her land. Security provided by CRH is Portion 18 Parish of 
Indooroopilly (St Lucia, Union College area). Arrangement extended until 1 March 1876 (refer 
below) 

 Mar 1874 attendance on Mr O’Conner re Pitman [Pitmans Paddock ?] 
 Jul/Dec 1874 codicil to Will changing Trustees and Executors from Mr George H Wilson to Mr 

Charles Rome and Mr Hugh (?) Hutton  
 Jul 1875 agreement with Mrs Mowbray extending time from 1 March 1875 for one year 
 Jul 1876 preparation of conveyance Mrs Mowbray to CRH for Portion 18 Indooroopilly (assume 

he had fulfilled his part of arrangements above) 
 Jul 1878 advising re Mr Ferett (?) 
 Jul 1878 re renting property from Mr Havard and Mr Thompson, back rent of ₤40 (previous Apr) 

and further payment of ₤25 
 
John Malton Thompson Solicitor  ₤10-9-0 for work carried out in 1875 including: 
 
 Jan 1875 default on agreement by Co-operative Butchers 
 May 1875 preparing Power of Attorney for CRH’s sister in connection with transfer of runs 
 Jul 1875 various attendances on Mr Wilson (assumed solicitor for Mr Marshall) in connection 

with release of Mortgages on Title 
 Mar 1876 in connection with raising ₤1,000 loan and forwarding security (deeds) 
 
The Courier  ₤8-7-6 for advertising the sale of Rams etc 1876 
 
Alexander Campbell Yorke  ₤200 owing as balance of ₤1,000 land transaction in Apr 1877 
 
James W Grimes  ₤20 for I ton of flour forwarded 23 Feb 1878 to meet station team at Chinchilla 
 
Snow Brothers watchmakers Queen St   ₤7-1-0 for silver watch, steel Albert (watch chain) and repair 
of silver tea pot Aug/Sep 1878 
 
Cribb and Foote London Stores  ₤23-0-7 for various clothing, materials etc supplied 1878/9 (CRH 
address Quarry Street) 
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John Murray carrier of Blackall   ₤15 bounced Union Bank of Australia cheque 1879 
 
Thomas Rome  ₤25 money lent to CRH (interestingly Charles Rome was in the mid 1870s nominated 
as an Executor of his will – instructions to Solicitors) 
 
Elizabeth Jane Baker of Taroon widow late George Baker of Glenhaughton  ₤387-1-4 wages for ?? 
(can’t decipher) 
 
James Lenehan  ₤52-14-5 IOU 
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HALY ANCESTRY 
 
 
In the course of undertaking research on an individual information comes to light concerning their 
siblings, ancestors and children. The following notes draw principally on four sources (no primary 
research has been undertaken by the Author): 
 
1. Discussion with Frank CB Haly who is currently in the process of researching his ancestry 
 
2. Tom Murray Prior - discussion and access to family archive provided to assist with research on 
Thomas Lodge Murray Prior (CRH and TLMP married Harpur sisters) 
 
3. Access to a Haly Family History prepared by Margaret Haly in 1961 – courtesy Libby Leu & Colin 
Marshall of Taabinga Homestead. Margaret, one of the English branch of the family, at the age of 80, 
having had to give up walking as her pastime, turned to watercolours and calligraphy and produced a 
delightfully ‘illustrated’ document tracing the family back to the twelfth Century. Haly appears to 
have been a modified version of the original O’Hanley, arising from an ancestor falling out of favour, 
relocating and changing his name. 
 
4. Newfoundlands Grand Banks Genealogical Website (http://ngb.chebucto.org/) 
 
 
 
Charles Robert Haly’s father Charles Dominique Guillaume William Haly (born in France as was 
CRH) was a British Army Officer and by 1800, as Captain, was serving in Newfoundland (refer 
extract on The United Irish Uprising). By 1814 he had been promoted to Lt Colonel (refer Transcript 
of his Will) still based at St Johns in  Newfoundland (he also held the rank of Major in a 
Newfoundland regiment). It is believed he subsequently assumed more significant responsibilities (for 
what is assumed would have been the Colony), no doubt helping to maintain British influence over 
the rich fishing and sealing grounds of the Grand Banks and the Gulf of St Lawrence. 
 
Charles William married local girl Ann Hutchings in 1801 and they appear to have lived most of their 
married life in St Johns. Other than CRH, all their children appear to have been born in Newfoundland 
(perhaps during 1816 Charles William was temporarily stationed in France). In a senior role in the 
Administration Charles William and Ann would have had a comfortable lifestyle and if the Bally Haly 
Private Golf Club website is accurate, had a substantial landholding just north of the City (Ballyhaly 
appears to be a location associated with the Haly Irish ancestry). 
 
Charles William died in 1835, Ann in 1838 (around the time CRH and his brother William O’Grady 
left for Australia).  
 
In naming their children (see below) O’Grady, Richard, Standish, Anastasia and William appear to 
come from his side of the family, George and Jane from hers. As his Garrison Commander at the time 
was John Skerrett perhaps this influenced the naming of their first child (upwardly mobile young 
couple ?). 
 
 
  



St Lucia History Group 
 

ad/slhg/crh notes nov 2006                                                                                                       Page 18 of 31 

Children of Charles Dominique Guillaume William and Ann Haly  
 
Frank Haly draft info 
 

 
Margaret Haly (1961) info 

 
Notes/Comment 

   
Richard John Skerrett 
1801 – 1831 

  

   
John Hutchinson 
1804-1859 

John 
d 1859 

Refer transcript of Will 

   
Ann Teresa Elizabeth 
1806-1873 

Ann Theresa 
d 1873 or 1875 

 

   
George Thomas 
1807-1807 

  

   
George Thomas 
1808-1871 

George 
b 1808 

 

   
William Henry 
1811-1818 

  

   
William O’Grady 
1812-1815 

  

   
James Standish 
1813-1815 

  

   
Anastasia Emma 
1814-1840 

Anastasia 
(no dates) 

 

   
Charles Robert 
1816-1892 

Charles  
1816-1892 

Benefactor in William 
O’Grady’s 1859 Will 

   
Anna Maria 
1817-1817 

  

   
Alexander Aylmer 
1818-1819 

  

   
William O’Grady 
1820-1861 

William 
1820-1862 

 

   
 Jane Lucy 

(no dates) 
Benefactor in William 
O’Grady’s 1859 Will 

   
 Amelia 

(no dates) 
Benefactor in William 
O’Grady’s 1859 Will 
(Amelia Harriet Kerley – 
assumed married name) 
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Children of Charles Robert Haly and Rosa (nee Harpur) 
 
 
Frank Haly draft 
info 
 

 
Margaret Haly 
(1961) info 

 
Tom Murray Prior 
info (Harpur 
connection)    

 
Notes 

    
Anastasia Matilda 
1854-1858 

Anastasia Matilda 
1854-1858 

Anastasia Matilda 
1854-1858 

Buried at Taabinga 
Homestead 

    
Maria Theresa 
1855-1924 

Maria 
1855-1924 

Maria Theresa 
(Minnie) 
1855-1924 

 

    
Charles William 
Hatton 
1857-1858 

Charles 1857-1858 Charles William 
Hatton 
1857-1858 

Buried at Taabinga 
Homestead 

    
George Standish 
Harpur 
1860-1936 

George 
1860-1936 

George Standish 
Harpur 
1860-1936 

 

    
Rosa Jane 
1861-1905 

Rosa 
1861-1907 

Rosa Jane 
1861-1905 

 

    
Aylmer 
1863-1935 

Aylmer 
1863-1935 

Aylmer 
1863-1935 

 

    
William O’Grady 
Cardew 
1866 – 1926 

William O’Grady 
1866-1926 

William O’Grady 
Cardew 
1866 – 1926 

 

    
Charles Henry 
Bean (Harry) 
1867-1935 

Charles 
1867-1935 

Charles Henry 
Bean (Harry) 
1867-1935 

 

    
Frank 
1871-1928 

Frank 
1871-1928 

Frank 
1871-1928 

 

    
Arthur 
1875-1911 

Arthur 
1873-1929 

Arthur 
1873-1929 

 

    
  One female child ?  
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TRANSCRIPTS OF FAMILY WILLS 
 
Source Newfoundland's Grand Banks Site 
 
Page Contributed by Judy Benson and Ivy F. Benoit 
Page Revised by Ivy F. Benoit (March 9, 2003)  

Will of Charles William Haley  
from Newfoundland will books volume 1 pages 211 to 213 probate year 1835.  
This name is spelled Haley and Haly in the will book, and Haley in the will index. 

In re     Charles W. Haley       deceased. 
 
In the Name of God Amen. I Charles William Haley Major in His Majesty's Nova Scotia Regiment 
of Fencible Infantry and Lieutenant Colonel in His Majesty's Army at present residing at Saint John's 
in the Island of Newfoundland but about to proceed from hence to Canada do make this my last will 
and testament in manner and form following, vizt. Reposing full confidence in the maternal affection 
and good sense of my dearly beloved wife Ann Haly I give unto her during her natural life (should 
she remain a widow) the use benefit and advantage of all my property and effects of whatsoever 
nature of which I may die possessed of in this island or elsewhere. But in the event of my said wife 
marrying again then I will and direct that my said wife shall only receive out of my property estate 
and effects for her sole use and benefit the sum of Five hundred pounds sterling or thirty pounds stg 
per annum during her natural life as may be most convenient to my estate. And by her last will should 
she remain a widow she shall have it in her power to give or devise to any or either of my children 
whom she may think most deserving or stand in greater need than the rest the sum of One thousand 
pounds sterling or sixty pounds stg per annum as may be most convenient as aforesaid, which said 
sum of one thousand pounds sterling or sixty pounds stg per annum shall be raised levied and paid out 
of my estate property and effects. But in the event of my said wife's marrying again then and in that 
case I will and devise that she shall only have the power by her last will and testament to give and 
devise the sum of Five hundred pounds sterling or thirty pounds stg per annum as may be most 
convenient as aforesaid to my any or either of my children whom she may think most deserving or 
stand most need thereof which said sum shall be raised and levied out of my estate as aforesaid. This 
last sum of five hundred pounds or Thirty pounds per annum is over and above the sum of Five 
hundred pounds stg or Thirty pounds per annum to be paid to my said wife in the event of her 
marrying again. And I do further will and devise that on the decease of my wife or on her marrying 
again, that all the rest and residue of my property of every description shall be divided among my 
children share and share alike. 
And for the purpose of ascertaining the true statement of my affairs at the time of my decease it is my 
will and I do hereby direct that a particular Inventory be taken of my estate and effects a copy of 
which shall be sent to my brother Aylmer Haly of Harefield Grove near Uxbridge, Middlesex, 
another to my wife and one recorded in the Book of the Probate of Wills Newfoundland. And I do 
further will and devise that it shall not be lawful for my said wife to sell transfer mortgage or lease 
any part of the property of my said estate without the consent and with the signature of my said 
brother Aylmer Haly or of his attorney duly authorized and empowered by him for that purpose. Or 
in case of his death, without the consent of the Chief Justice of the Island of Newfoundland for the 
time being. 
And I do hereby nominate and appoint my said wife Ann Haly to be executrix and my brother 
Aylmer Haly and the Chief Justice of the Island of Newfoundland for the time being Trustees to this 
my last will and testament for all property that I may die possessed of in this Island to take care of and 
see the same perform acceding to the true intent and meaning thereof And for all property and effects 
of what nature soever I may die possessed of or be entitled unto in any other part of the world. I 
hereby appoint my said wife Ann Haly executrix and my said brother Aylmer Haly or his executors 
or administrators to be executors to this my last will and testament. And I do hereby make null and 
void all and every other or former wills or testaments by me made and do declare this to be my last 
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will and testament. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal at Saint John's in the Island of 
Newfoundland this fifteenth day of June in the fifty fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
George the Third and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. C. Wm. Haly 
(LS) 
 
Signed sealed published pronounced and declared by the said Charles William Haly to be as and for 
his last will and testament in presence of us, Thos. Stabb (of St. John's Merchant)   John Terrington, 
Ordnance Storekeeper, James Blaikle, Noy Pub. 
 
Con'l. As I am not likely to die in as good circumstances as I had a right to expect when I made this 
will I must restrict the power herein given to my wife of devising the sum of One thousand pounds to 
Five hundred only recommending more particularly to her care her unmarried daughter, besides which 
in case of my effecting the sale of my Commission it is my desire that the sum of Three hundred 
pounds be settled on each of my four daughters to be paid on the day of their marriage or on the death 
of their mother their receiving only the yearly interest of the same from the day of their coming of age 
up to that period this sum to be paid them besides and above what may be their due proportion in the 
division of the property. Given under my hand at Ballyhaly near St. John's Newfoundland this 17th 
day of June 1826. Wm. Haly. 
Certified Correct, 
D. M. Browning 
Registrar 
 
 
Page Contributed by Judy Benson and Ivy F. Benoit 
Page Revised by Ivy F. Benoit (March 16, 2003)  
 
Will of Ann Haly 
from Newfoundland will books volume 1 page 300 probate year 1839) 
 
In re     Ann Haly       deceased. 
 
It is my last will and desire that at my decease One hundred pounds be given from my property to my 
son Charles Robert & one hundred pounds to my son William O'Grady, independent of their share 
in the property, to settle them in the trade profession or business they may decide upon. Ann Haly. 
Signed by me on March 24th 1838. Witness, Edward Wix.   Fanny Wix. 
Certified Correct, 
D. M. Browning 
Registrar 
 
 
 
Page Revised by Ivy F. Benoit (Friday September 29, 2006) 
 
Will of John Hutchinson Haly 
from Newfoundland will books volume 2 page 391 probate year 1860 
 
In re John H. Haly deceased. 
 
In the name of God Amen, I John Hutchinson Haly being of sound and disposing mind but mindful 
of my mortality do hereby constitute and declare this to be my last will and testament  
1st I desire that my funeral may be conducted with as little expense as possible.  
2nd After the due payment of all my just and lawful debts I bequeath unto my beloved wife Margaret 
born Spencer and all our children all my property real and personal here and in Newfoundland.  
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3rd To this my last will and testament I hereby constitute and appoint as my executrix my wife 
Margaret Haly born Spencer and I further constitute and appoint as executors to this my last will 
and testament James Barclay now of Everton and my eldest son at the time being.    Thus done at 
Plan Met-en-Meer Zorg this 13th day of March 1853.     J. H. Haly.     Witnesses to the above same 
date Geo. Sutherland, James C. Robinson. 
Certified correct, 
D. M. Browning 
Registrar 
 
 
[UNSURE IF THE FOLLOWING IS ONE OF THE FAMILY – CRH’s brother George Thomas 
appears to have died before 1874, this could have been a nephew]. 
 
Page Contributed by Judy Benson and transcribed by Ivy Benoit 
REVISED BY: Ivy F. Benoit April 19, 2002 
 
Will of Thomas Haly 
from Newfoundland will books volume 7 pages 403 & 404 probate year 1904 
(name is also spelled Healy and spelled Haley in the will index) 
 
The last will of Thomas Haly late of Blackhead Planter deceased. 
Blackhead July 12th, 1874 Last will and testament of Thomas Haly. In the name of God, Amen. I 
Thomas Healy do will and bequeath to my son James all my rights and titles to 1st the premises 
occupied by Mr. Butt, this dwelling house, the large stage. the premises occupied by Mr. Rice. As 
long as Mr. Thomas Estram wishes to use the liver house conjointly with James he can do so, but in 
case he ceases to use it his share falls to James. To my daughter Honora the sum of $120.0.0. currency 
with the right and title to house room in this dwelling house for life: also right to build on any 
unoccupied part of my premises. To my daughter Margaret, the old liver house and the flake attached 
to Thomas Estram's. To my daughter Mary the stage and flakes to the west of Thomas Estram's 
premises but if left unoccupied by her James becomes owner after 12 months from above date. To my 
grandson Thomas Estram Jr. the premises of the late Mrs. Healy situated on St. John's road. To my 
grandson James Estrams the garden situated on Shortalls road. To my grandson Henry and James 
conjointly the garden to the S. West of the house. To William Estram the grounds at the end of 
Thomas Estrams dwelling house. Mr. Thomas Estram is to draw the interest on £255.0.0 cy. for my 
son James till his death. After which the principal with its accruing interests to be equally divided 
between the off-spring of my daughters Margaret and Honora. Margaret Estram is to get £50. out of 
the water Co. My daughter Mrs. Cantwell to get £50.0.0. also from the Union Bank my son James is 
empowered to let but to sell any property bequeathed to him (signed) Thomas Healey x his X mark. 
Witnessed     Edward McLancy.     John Power,    John Murphy. his X mark. 
I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the last will of Thomas Haly. 
D. M. Browning 
Registrar 
(Listed in the margin next to this will the following) 
Fiat 
Dec 22/04 
Horwood C.J. 
Adm. C.t.a. 
granted on the 
22nd day of December 
A.D. 1904 to 
Michael Chatman(?) 
$1020.00(amount very faint) 
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/home.html 
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The Website also contains reference to (but no detail) to the Wills of: 
 
Name   Vol    Folio Probate  Notes 
 
Jane Lucy Haley  6 274 1896    
 
Amelia A Haley 8 447 1908    
 
Mary Ann Haley 8 450 1908    
 
John H Haley  8 568 1909    
 
Rosa Haley  9 137 1909 
 
 
There seems to be a common miss-spelling of the surname. Transcripts of the CRH and WO’GH 
Wills are also on the site. 
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The United Irish Uprising in Newfoundland 1800 

Source - Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage - Memorial University of Newfoundland and the 
C.R.B. Foundation. ©2001, John Edward Fitzgerald 

In 1798, many people in Ireland, strongly influenced by the ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity 
exhibited in the French and American revolutions, decided to rise up against British rule. They formed 
the Society of United Irishmen, an oath-bound, non-sectarian, secret society dedicated to the 
overthrow of British rule in Ireland. Leading members included Theobald Wolfe Tone, and Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald married to Pamela Simms, reputedly of Fogo, Newfoundland. Armed only with 
wooden staves topped with iron pikes against the more deadly British guns, the United Irishmen 
marched out to meet the British army. The United Irishmen were defeated but echoes of 1798 
reverberated down through the next 200 years of Irish history. Today in Ireland, the United Irish 
Uprising is regarded as the first occasion in Irish history when Protestants and Catholics joined 
together in a common nationalist project. 

Outside Ireland, no Irish community other than Newfoundland had the social and demographic 
characteristics in which a similar rising might take place. In southeast Ireland, much of the action was 
concentrated in County Wexford, where some 5000 people lost their lives, and Wexford was a major 
source of Irish migrants to Newfoundland throughout the 1700s. By 1798, two-thirds of the 
population of St. John's was Irish, as were most of the soldiers in the British garrison stationed at Fort 
Townshend. The Waterford merchant Edmund Rice smuggled his wife's brother-in-law John Rice to 
Newfoundland in a barrel in order to escape retribution during the rebellion, and to this day in 
Placentia it remains oral tradition that Pierce Sweetman, the merchant of Placentia and New Bawn, 
County Wexford, plotted the rebellion in Ross in the parlour of his house at New Bawn. 

 

Fort Townshend, ca. 1796. 
This painting of St. John's in the late 1700s shows Fort Townshend 
in the top centre.  
Artist unknown. Courtesy of the Centre for Newfoundland Studies 
Archives, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John's, and 
the Public Archives of Canada. 

(37 kb) 

In April 1800, rumours flew through St. John's that up to 400 men had taken the secret oath of the 
United Irishmen, including some soldiers stationed at Signal Hill, Fort William, and Fort Townshend. 
It is believed that some 80 or more soldiers planned to meet and mutiny at the powder shed behind 
Fort Townshend, which stood near what is now the juncture of Belvedere Street, Barnes Road, and 
Bonaventure Avenue. According to the British officers' reports, their plan, allegedly, was to kill their 
officers and the leading inhabitants in the town assembled for worship in the Church of England on 
Sunday, April 20th. The leaders' purpose, or what they hoped to achieve by their insurrection, has 
never been made clear. Whether they could even be proven definitively to be sworn United Irishmen 
is also unclear. Bishop O'Donel, who denied allegations that the Sunday plot included assassination at 
church, thought plunder and escape to America were the objectives. A much more likely explanation, 
suggested by others, was that the St. John's rising was less of a United Irish rebellion than it was 
simply an act of working class desperation to escape grim economic conditions and officer tyranny, 
which had required many of the Irish reserve soldiers to remain on duty instead of engaging in the 
fishery, by which they derived support for their families in St. John's. 

As things turned out, the garrison commander John Skerrett decided to place the entire regiment on 
parade that Sunday. Some soldiers involved in the plot, fearing discovery, panicked. On the following 
Thursday night, 19 soldiers took up arms and rendezvoused at the powder shed behind Fort 
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Townshend, expecting to be joined by others. Soldiers from Fort William were unable to join them, 
however, because the commander there, Colonel Thomas Skinner, had scheduled a social function 
that night, detaining many of the men. Word of the mutiny spread quickly, the alarm was raised, and 
the deserting soldiers were pursued as they fled over the barrens and into the woods behind St. John's. 

Ten days later, on 30 April 1800, Skerrett wrote to the Duke of Kent, the commander-in-chief of the 
British forces at Halifax, that a Sergeant Kelly of the Fencibles on Signal Hill deserted with 12 rank 
and file, with six soldiers from the Royal Artillery at Fort Townshend. These 19 men took 23 stands 
of arms and ammunition and assembled at the powder shed at Fort Townshend, and had planned to 
meet 30 more conspirators composed of 25 members of the Fencibles and five artillery men, "all 
United men". But the 30 were stopped before they reached the powder house, three of the 19 were 
caught, while four others surrendered and 12 more took off to hide in the woods. Captain William 
Haly - for whom the modern St. John's golf course Bally Haly is named - a native of Cork and a 
veteran of the Fifth Regiment of the Irish Brigade, arrested one rebel on 29 April "concealed in the 
loft of the R.C. Chapel," and Skerrett reported that "There is another lurking in St. John's protected by 
his brethren United Fellows." 

Within several weeks, all of the 19 but two - Sergeant Kelly and James Murphy, the alleged 
ringleaders - were captured. Four of the mutineers who informed on the others were not tried by court 
martial. Of the remaining 13, five were hanged near the powder shed [see the Eastaff map], and eight 
were sent to Halifax to be dealt with by the Duke of Kent. Within several more weeks of the mutiny, 
all the remaining soldiers of the St. John's garrison were transferred to Halifax, and replaced by 
Halifax soldiers. In Nova Scotia the eight convicts witnessed the executions of three more mutineers: 
Garrett Fitzgerald, Edward Power and James Ivory. The remaining five convicted soldiers were 
sentenced to transportation. 

Sixty-five years later, the historian Charles Pedley charged that Bishop O'Donel had intervened and 
prevented the successful implementation of the rebellion because he had "doubtless derived" his 
knowledge about the plot "from the confidential communications of the confessional" (Pedley 216). 
However, there was never any contemporary evidence of this, and no other historian ever made such 
claims. It is difficult to believe that O'Donel violated the seal of the confessional in order to betray his 
parishioners. 

The United Irish Rising in the St. John's garrison had several implications for the Irish in 
Newfoundland, and for British governance of its lucrative fishing colony. The Newfoundland 
rebellion was, as far as is known, the only one to occur which the British administration linked 
directly to the rebellion in Ireland. The uprising in St. John's was significant in that it was the first 
occasion on which the Irish in Newfoundland deliberately flouted the authority of the state, and 
because Britain feared that it might not be the last. It earned for Newfoundland, in the minds of 
British officials in the Colonial Office, a reputation as a "Transatlantic Tipperary", a far-flung but 
semi-Irish colony with the potential for political turbulence. 



St Lucia History Group 
 

ad/slhg/crh notes nov 2006                                                                                                       Page 26 of 31 

TAABINGA 
 
 
The First 100 Years – The Story of Early Kingaroy  (994.3 MEA/2) 
From the writings and photographic records of Harold Mears 
Kingaroy Library  -  October 2006 
 
Whilst ‘closer settlement’ legislation has progressively reduced the area of the original Taabinga 
holding, the homestead has had few different owners since the property’s original establishment by 
the Haly brothers in the 1840s. 
 
Originally around 300 square miles, by the mid 1880s, during the Alford’s time, the property had been 
reduced by half and by the early 1900s, in Arthur Youngman’s time the remainder of the leased ‘run’ 
‘resumed’. The Alfords completed the (wise) switch from wool production to cattle, Youngman set 
about the extensive removal of trees and improvement of the stock. 
 
The property has effectively only been owned by three families and the homestead (and around 2,000 
acres) is still in the hands of one of Arthur’s descendants. 
 
The following extracts (primarily from Harold Mears research) provides what appears to be the most 
detailed account found so far of the transition of ownership to the Alford family. 
 
Thomas and Richard are believed to have been the sons of Thomas Alford (senior) one of the early 
merchants who followed the squatters into the Darling Downs. Thomas (senior), an immigrant from 
the West of England, initially established his business (including the Post Office) in Drayton and was 
one of the first to move to ‘The Swamp’ (current day Toowoomba) in 1852.  
  
 

 
 

Thomas Alford, Mrs and Richard Symes Alford (State Library of Queensland) 
 
 
 October 1874, Richard Symes (Dick) Alford leaves his bank job in Toowoomba and takes up the 

management of Gwambagwine Station (Taroom area) for the owners of Coochin Coochin 
(Fassifern) 

 
 1875, CRH sells Taabinga to the joint owners of Coochin - James Henderson, Boulton 

Molineaux, Thomas Littlejohn and Thomas Alford 
 
 Thomas Alford is the managing partner of Coochin and resident there until 1883. Taabinga along 

with Gwambagwine used to breed cattle for fattening at Coochin 
 
 1875, Richard Alford moves to Taabinga to take over from CRH. Property at that time had 3,500 

cattle (₤6 per head), 4,000 sheep (10/-) and 200 horses (₤5). CRH takes most of the sheep to 
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Glenhaughton. Noted CRH a great believer in providing salt for his stock – also rumoured he 
gave his children a daily dose every morning 

 
 1883, Thomas Alford and his remaining partner Littlejohn sell Coochin to the Bell family 
 
 1883, Thomas buys Taabinga for himself and moves there with his family. Richard helps him 

move in and then returns to practice accountancy in Brisbane 
 
 1887, Thomas has a serious accident whilst riding and decides to sell Taabinga. Arthur 

Youngman takes over the property, Richard does the handover in place of his brother (Richard’s 
daughter Mrs RG Lahey recollections) 

 
 1887, Thomas sets up a Stock and Station Agent business in Brisbane 
 
 1888, Thomas becomes ‘Pastoral Inspector for Queensland’ for the Queensland Investment and 

Land Mortgage Company, Richard takes over the Stock and Station Agent business 
 
 Early 1900s, Arthur Youngman persuades Richard back to Taabinga for a couple of years during 

difficult times to look after the books 
  
Odds 
 
 The Markwell brothers Charles and Walter took up around 5,000 acres of the northern part of the 

original run in the 1870s (sons of Isaac Markwell early Brisbane settler – Chasely) 
 
 John William (Johnny) Walters worked on the station for 60 years initially for the Alfords. He 

was born 7 Feb 1857 on board ship in Moreton Bay as his parents arrived 
 
 George Clapperton started his pastoral career as a ‘new chum’ with WF Oliver on Nanango  
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TAABINGA HOMESTEAD 
 
The following (colour) photographs were taken in October 2006 during a short (relaxing) stay at the 
Homestead. 
 
Now only a half day drive from Brisbane, the last couple of hundred metres along a dirt track through 
the bush, is a reminder of how isolated it must have been in the early years of settlement. 
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2006 and ‘in the early days’ (Wilderness to Wealth). The homestead appears to have  
been built in two halves, the rhs being the more substantial possibly suggesting later construction. 

Improvements to the lhs include the re-pitching of the roof (to match the rhs) and the 
 building in of the verandas (completed prior to 1968 – reference to JOL picture) 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



St Lucia H
 

ad/slhg/cr

ANERO
 

 

History Group 

rh notes nov 20

OID BAROM

06                     

METER 

                                                

 

                                  Page 30

 

0 of 31 

 

 



St Lucia History Group 
 

ad/slhg/crh notes nov 2006                                                                                                       Page 31 of 31 

 
 

Aneroid Barometer with engraving ‘From W O’Grady Haly to HC Gregory 1858’ 
(Royal Historical Society of Queensland Museum Collection) 

 
 
From the early 1840s surveyors began   experimenting with barometers to determine height above sea 
as an alternative to traditional surveying techniques. Unfortunately barometers consisting of a long 
glass tube and a quantity of mercury were less than ideal companions to the rest of the gear carried by 
our early explorers. They were more than often broken early on in expeditions with little chance of 
repair in the field. 
 
The aneroid (without liquid) barometer was developed by French inventor Lucien Vidie in the mid 
1840s and was a much more robust and practical proposition for the rugged life of the Australian 
explorer. Aneroid barometers are understood to have first been available in Australia in 1849/50. 
 
The one in the RHSQ collection is an early example, the inscription dated 1858. The body of the 
barometer is made of brass with a glass front and metal face. The scale is in inches (of mercury) so it 
is likely it was made in Britain. Overall diameter is 120mm and 50mm deep. The makers name is not 
evident and it appears that the thermometer has been (somewhat crudely) added as an afterthought. It 
is possible this obliterated the makers name.   
 
HC (Henry Churchman) was the youngest of the three Gregory brothers known for their success in 
exploring remote parts of Australia in the 1840/50s. Eldest brother Augustus Charles is probably the 
most famous and was later Surveyor General of the Colony of Queensland. Augustus was the leader 
of the North Australia Exploring Expedition (1854-58) searching for Leichardt, Henry was second in 
command. The brothers may have pioneered the use of the aneroid barometer on their expeditions. 
 
It is not clear why William presented this barometer to Henry in 1858.  
 

 


