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1. ROBERT CRIBB - LANG FARM 

In January 1849 the ship Fortitude sailed from the Port of Gravesend in England with over 
two hundred pioneering immigrants, all eager for a new life in a new country. On board was 
Robert Cribb (1805-1893) intending to pursue his trade of baker, with his family.1 

He lived firstly behind his bakers shop in Queen St, and then 
on one of the original suburban allotments near today’s 
Cribb St. He also built ‘Dunmore House’ on another 
allotment to the east of Chasely St and this house was 
named in honour of Dr Dunmore Lang. 2   

He later became ‘a serious investor…branching into real 
estate… erecting substantial buildings…and a land and 
commission agent and timber merchant’.  Described as thin, 
fearless, and ‘one of the most entertaining of Brisbane’s 
colonists’, he was elected in 1859 as the Member for East 
Moreton in the NSW Legislative Assembly, then an MLA in 
the new Colony of Queensland. He became an Alderman on 
the Brisbane Municipal Council, the President of the 
Toowong Shire, and a Justice of the Peace sitting on the 
Police Court bench..3  All these were unpaid roles. Robert 

Cribb is buried at the Toowong Cemetery.  Photo circa 1850 courtesy Beth Johnson. 

At the 1852 land sale Mr Robert Cribb purchased auction Lot 25,4  (later Portion 7 Parish of 
Indooroopilly) which had an area of 7.90 ha (nineteen acres two roods), and the boundaries 
ran from the eastern side of Toowong Creek along the river to Gailey Creek, now 72 Sandford 
St, and then south to the line of about Sir Fred Schonell Dr and west in a straight line over the 
hill to approximately where Heroes Ave is today, rejoining Toowong Creek, and back along 

                                                 
1 B Johnson, Robert Cribb from an Iceberg to Brisbane Town, Longleat House Publishing 2005, pp. 29,  90. 
2 B Johnson p. 74 
3 B Johnson, pp. 127,138,147,155. 
4 Colony of New South Wales Dept of Lands Purchase Certificate No. 133, for Lot 25 County of Stanley.  17 
May 1852; Sunmap Museum Curator Mr Bill Kitson.  
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the creek to the river. The Toowong Bowls Club and the parkland behind, the petrol station 
and houses on Gailey Rd, and much of Sandford St now occupy this area.5 

 

Mr Cribb had become the purchaser of the first piece of land in the future St Lucia. The 
purchase price was £39, which was the reserve price, showing that there was little competition 
for such ‘remote’ land.   

The Land Purchase Certificate was full of the language of the day: 

Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen 
Defender of the Faith and so on:- 
Witness our trusty and well-beloved Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy Knight Companion of the 
Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Governor General of all our Australian Possessions and 
Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of our Territory of New South Wales…. In the fifteenth 
year of Our reign and in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty Two.6 

Toowong Creek was deep and tidal, so the only access from Lang Farm to Brisbane Town 
was by river, or a rugged four mile (6.4 klm) journey on horseback following the creek line, 
Burns Rd and the Moggill Rd to the North Brisbane track.  

Mr Cribb named his property Lang Farm, in honour of Rev John Dunmore Lang, on whose 
advice he had immigrated to Australia. He set up a model farm as Lang had suggested,7 and 
built a simple house on it, probably located on the ridge where 38 and 58 Sandford St are 
today. 

Ms Beth Johnson, great-great-granddaughter of Robert Cribb and his biographer has kindly 
provided a copy of a hand written letter from Robert Cribb to the Government dated 7 
November 1860, complaining about lack of legal access to the farm after the sale to others of 
Portion 29, and a map.  On the map the hatched area represents the hill which runs between 
Gailey Rd and Douglas St from Glenolive Lane to Gailey Five Ways.  Lot 7 between the 
creeks is quite clearly the definitive area of Lang Farm, and the original access is shown off 
Indooroopilly Rd. 8 

                                                 
5 New South Wales Land Purchase Title  Vol. S 9551 Fol. 146, 19551146  17 May 1852 R Cribb, and Register of 
Crown Land Sales, QS47/1, QSA,  Purchase Certificate No. 133 p. 337, 17 May 1852. 
6 Colony of New South Wales Dept of Lands Purchase Certificate No. 133 
7 B Johnson pp 49, 90. 
8 Pers.com. 2005 note from Ms Beth Johnson.   
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Surveyor James Warner’s Plan proposing access to Lang Farm 1860 
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Robert Cribb’s hand written letter of 1860 

Robert Cribb ‘put a man on it’ (the farm) to see what he could grow, and is credited with 
winning the Cotton First Prize at the Moreton Bay Horticultural Society Show in 1853.9 That 
year the Society was granted use of what is now the City Botanic Gardens. Two years later 
the Botanic Gardens were formally established as an experimental farm under Superintendent 
Walter Hill.  

The Colonial Storekeeper listed ‘one bag of cotton per Brig. Jack from R. Cribb, Brisbane’.10   

On 27th December 1853 the Moreton Bay Courier reported that: 

Christmas was kept up in the most festive manner…A party of nearly a hundred persons 
attended a pic-nic [sic] given to about forty scholars of the Rev. C. Stewart’s [United 

                                                 
9 The Moreton Bay Courier, 16 July 1853, p.2. 
10 B Johnson, p 88. 
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Evangelical Church] Sunday School. The entertainment took place on Mr R Cribb’s farm and 
unalloyed enjoyment was the order of the day. 11 

In November 1856 the Moreton Bay Courier reported on an inquest,12 and a brief synopsis 
follows: 

Magdalena Weiss and her husband Michael were employed and lived on Lang Farm, together 
with an older German woman, Elisabeth Geise. The two women, suffering from mosquito bites, 
took purging powder which they had brought with them from Germany and were poisoned. 
Robert visited the farm when they were ill and vomiting from the purge. He stayed some hours 
and was told they were a little better. Next day they sent a message to Robert saying they were 
worse. He sent a German speaker to the farm and a message for the doctor to go out. Both 
women died and there was an inquest. All persons involved including seven year old son 
Michael Jnr were required to give evidence. The jury determined the deceased ‘…had died from 
am overdose…not taken with a view to poison themselves’.  

In April 1857 the Moreton Bay Courier carried an advertisement:  

To Let. On such terms as may be agreed upon. LANG FARM. Apply to Robert Cribb. 13 

It seems no letting occurred because Robert Cribb went to the immigration depot in June 1857 
and employed a John Hilder. The twelve month contract was for pay at thirty pounds per 
annum plus rations of 10 lbs of meat, 8 lbs flour, 4 lbs tea and 2 lbs of sugar.14 

Also in 1857 Robert Cribb’s son William may have begun work at Lang Farm at age 20, 
learning from Hilder. Beth’s search of the Electoral records and elsewhere indicate that during 
the period 1859 - 1870 William actually had a lease over the farm, and lived there initially 
from 1859 until 1862.  He was there in July 1859 when he gave evidence in court about a 
robbery in town.15  

Between 1862 and 1863 William was actually working in Ipswich and during this period a Mr 
Payne was in residence. Indeed Payne had been there since at least 1859 because in February 
that year a journalist wrote of a visit to Lang Farm in an article headed ‘Random sketches by 
a traveller through the district of East Moreton’: 

…skirting the back fences of a beautiful clearing known as “Lang Farm” … let us have a gossip 
and a look round the nursery garden of friend Payne, the present occupier of the farm…we will 
let our horse nibble the grass in the outside paddock, and taking our course across the creek by 
the aid of the fallen tree, we enter the nursery through a magnificent grove of bananas, the 
pendant fruit issuing from which bespeak the richness of the soil from which their roots derive 
sustenance. In the open portion of the grounds some hundreds of orange grafts evidence the 
supply of these valuable and nutritious fruit trees, to be obtained here.16 

In 1860 William Payne found a pocket book near Lang Farm and advertised its loss in the 
newspaper.17 Mr Payne’s daughter Betsy was married to local pioneer farmer William Dart at 
Lang Farm by the Rev Colley in January 1862.18  

However Payne may have left soon after as he was noted as being a farmer at Oxley in 1863: 

who long held Lang Farm… and he took up his present location within two years from this 
time.19 

                                                 
11 The Moreton Bay Courier 27 December 1853 p 1 c 3. in B Johnson p 89. 
12 The Moreton Bay Courier 29 November 1856 p 2 c 6 in B Johnson p 235. 
13 The Moreton Bay Courier 11 April 1857 p 1 c 7 in B Johnson p 235. 
14 B Johnson p 235. 
15  
16 Moreton Bay Courier 5 February 1859, p.2.c.5. 
17 Moreton Bay Courier 27 September 1860 p.3.c.3. 
18 The Courier 4 January 1862,p.2. 
19 The Courier 15 July 1863, p.3.c.1. 
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In August 1863 William Cribb was awarded the 1st prize for Lemons at the Queensland 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society Annual Show in the Botanic Gardens.20 

William Cribb and his new wife Louisa were together at Lang Farm in 1865 and stayed at 
least until 1871.21 William is identified in 1865 as being connected with the farm,22 and 
William and his wife ran a Sunday school in their home between 1865 and 1870.23 Another of 
Robert’s sons, John George Cribb was a regular importer of fruit trees, and it is likely that 
some of those were trialled at Lang Farm.24 

Between 1863 and 1872 Johanna Holzappel, his wife Joyce and three children were noted as 
farmers at Lang Farm.25 

In 1873 a James Hawkins was the renter of the farm when he claimed to have killed fifty 
snakes the previous year.26 

Later email from researcher Lee Bull : 

John Hilder arrived in 1857 (Beths book and Ancestry immigration records)... he replaced the Germans and was 
on the farm 4 years when he married Emma Elizabeth Gridley at the Congregational Church Wharf St in 1861 
(Ancestry record). It is unclear exactly when John and Emma Hilder left Lang Farm but from his obituary 
(Brisbane Courier 26 Feb 1906 pg5) Hilder was employed for 33 years with the water board and had been retired 
for 7 years when he was gored by a bull and died in 1906. Prior to the water board he worked for Robert Cribb 
on Lang Farm. Given Hilder was 73 when he died, he was probably at Lang Farm from 1857 to 1867. The 
couple had 8 children, and the first 5 births were registered in Brisbane or Enoggera,(Ancestry records) but by 
1870 they had moved to the Gap where the last 3 children were born. John Hilder died in 1906 and Emma was 
buried at the Gap in 1923. (Ancestry 
 
The only reference to Adsett was Moreton Bay Courier 11 Jul 1857- he may have been looking for work at the 
farm but left there and got lost in the bush for 2 days 
 
Thomas Payne was a gardener in the 1851 census and came to Moreton Bay in 1855 (Ancestry). He first worked 
in the botanic gardens where there was an experimental farm under Superintendent Walter Hill (I forget where I 
found that) but by 1859 the Payne's were at Lang Farm where his oranges  were praised in an article (50 years 
ago Brisbane Courier 10 Jul 1909).  The Paynes found a pocket book at Lang Farm (MBC 27 Sep 1860) and in 
1862 daughter Betsy Payne married William Dart at Lang Farm- (The Courier 4 Jan  1862 and Ancestry). 
Ancestry records gave more detail about their movements but they left the farm abt 1864 to farm at Oxley 
(Brisbane Courier 18 Jan 1900 Death of Thomas Payne) 
 
James Hawkins was killing snakes at Lang Farm (Brisbane Courier 8 Sep 1873) and was selling saplings there in 
1877 (The Telegraph 21 Apr 1877) 
 
The only reference to Johanna Holzappel and his wife Joyce and 3 children being at Lang Farm  in 1863-72 was 
in one of the SLHG articles- it was in a footnote citing research by Marilyn England at Redlands Museum 
2009... I haven't found anything else on Trove but on Ancestry I found he was born in 1845 arrived in 1863.27 
 

 

Historian Helen Gregory has written about Lang Farm based on the letters of Toowong 
identity in the 1890s John Bowden Fewings.28 However the next eyewitness report comes 
from the Queensland Daily Guardian 1865, when William was running the property, although 
                                                 
20 The Courier 12 August 1863, p.2.c.5. 
21 B Johnson p 235. 236. 
22 The Brisbane Courier 4 November 1865 p 4. B Johnson pp. 89, 130. 
23 B Johnson, p 236. 
24 Per comm. B Johnson, 2005. 
25 Research by M England at Redlands Bay Museum 2009. 
26 The Brisbane Courier 8 September 1873 p.2.c.6 
27 Lee Bull email to author 13 Jan 2017 
28 Helen Gregory 1990 Arcadian Simplicity – J. B. Fewings Memoirs of Toowong Boolarong Press. 
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the article only refers to ‘the proprietor’. It contains a long and rambling piece written by a 
journalist who visited Lang Farm and extracts follow: 

…longest under cultivation of any farm in the neighbourhood….not…an amateur experiment, 
but…for the purpose of affording a subsistence to its occupant…immense number of orange 
trees among…the potatoes…cabbages.  Table grapes with a great quantity of fruit grow in rows 
on the eastern side of the hill...Mulberries seem to thrive.  The only other thing calling for 
special notice is a huge olive tree, which is literally smothered over with bloom, and promises to 
bear fruit...of the variety used for making of olive oil…numerous problems with pests and 
bugs.29  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1857, Mr Robert Cribb added further land to his holding. He purchased from the Crown, 
Portion 8.30 This was about 11.75 ha (29 acres) adjacent to and south-east of Portion 7 from 
Gailey Creek to Ryans Rd, south along Ryans Rd to and west along Carmody Rd and back 
down Gailey Creek. He paid £105, approx. £3.10s per acre.31 

The adjacent Portions 29 and 30 were first purchased by James Henderson in 1859 the upset 
price of £1 per acre, i.e. £64. An auction was held for the on- sale of these in January 1864, 
the Portions being described as:32  

Invaluable properties at the back of Lang Farm, near to the residences of [key people living in 
the Milton area]…these splendid blocks are only a few minutes walk from the city… 
Speculators and others would do well to inspect these properties…two of these properties are 
admirably situated to cut into a Township. 

Mr Shepherd Smith was the purchaser of both, paying £573/10/0 for the 25.92 ha (sixty-four 
acres)33.  There is no evidence of farming on these blocks, but they may have been used for 
timber extraction, and horse and cattle grazing.  In July that same year, 1864, Shepherd Smith 

                                                 
29 Queensland Daily Guardian 18 November, 1865, State Library of Queensland.  
30 Queensland Certificate of Title No 5321 Vol. XIVIIL Folio 89 to Robert Cribb dated 1857 being the Transfer 

of Lot 30 NSW jurisdiction to Portion 8 Queensland jurisdiction in November 1864. 
31 Nancy Foote The Cribb and Foote Families: Part IV 1985 courtesy Ms Beth Johnson. 
32 The Courier 6 January 1864 p 1 c 6. Provided by A Darbyshire 
33 T L Murray Prior Paper by Andrew Darbyshire. 
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sold both Portions to Robert Cribb;34 this meant that Cribb owned the entire area between 
Ryans Rd - Indooroopilly Rd, and Brisbane River/Toowong Creek – Swann Rd, some 45.77 
ha (113 acres).   

Robert had earlier purchased Portions 27, 28 and 256 Parish of Enoggera, another 30.38 ha 
(75 acres) adjoining Lang Farm to the north, now being a major part of Toowong.35 

In 1865 Mr Robert Cribb’s NSW Land Purchase Certificate for auction Lot 25 Lang Farm 
was converted to a Queensland Certificate of Title for Portion 7.  In 1866 Mr Cribb took out a 
mortgage with a Mr Thomas Walker for £4,000 at a rate of ten- percent, over Lang Farm, 
Portions 8, 29 and 30 (Indooroopilly),36 and possibly 27, 28 and 256 (Enoggera). 

In 1867 after owning Lang Farm for more than fifteen years, Robert Cribb became insolvent 
and his younger brother, and MLA for Ipswich, Benjamin Cribb, took over some of his debts. 
For this Robert transferred large holdings in land, including Lang Farm and the adjoining 
Portions 8, 29 and 30, to Benjamin.37 Portions 27,28 and 256 (Parish of Enoggera) on the 
Brisbane side of Toowong Creek were also transferred thus aggregating  a large area of some 
66.83 ha (165 acres) stretching from about half-way between today’s Toowong Village and 
the BP service station on Brisbane Road right up to Gailey Fiveways Swann Rd 

The newspaper reported in 1867 that ‘Lang Farm…looks as well as any we have seen, but 
they are in want of rain’.38 

In 1872 Benjamin Cribb amalgamated the Titles of all the Portions south of Toowong Creek 
to make a total area of 45.77 ha (113 acres).39   

In 1873 Portion 27 and 28 were described as ‘fenced grazing paddocks’.40 

Mr Benjamin Cribb died in 1874, and in the manner of the day did not leave his estate to his 
wife, but to a group of Trustees that included his wife, his nephew William Cribb, and Joseph 
Foote. 

In 1859 when Queensland became a separate Colony of Great Britain, an observer from Lang 
Farm would have looked across the river to small market-farms on the bank opposite, at Hill 
End.  The river had a busy flow of steam paddle wheelers, each a little smaller than today’s 
tourist paddle-steamers, their cargo mainly wool bales from the hinterland going via the river 
port of Ipswich to the sea port at South Brisbane (South Bank). 

Huge log rafts of Cedar, Hoop Pine and Blackbutt would have floated past on their way from 
Moggill rafting grounds to the sawmills of South Brisbane, or on to ships.  Strings of barges 
carrying coal from the Ipswich mines for all the steamboats were a constant sight.41 

By the 1860s farming had come to the area at Six-Mile Rocks (Queensland University).  One 
of the recorded occupants was William Dart, who had a banana and cotton farm on the area 
where the University Great Court and Oval No. 5 are today.  By the 1870s Dart had expanded 
into sugar cane and operated the ‘Indooroopilly Sugar Plantation and Mill’ where the 
University boat shed is today.42  

                                                 
34 Certificate of Title 4144 Portions 29 & 30 R Cribb 1864 
35 B Johnson p 89. 
36 Queensland Certificate of Title Robert Cribb No 7691 Vol. IXIV Folio 211 being the Transfer of  Lot 25 NSW 

jurisdiction dated January 1852, to Portion 7 Queensland jurisdiction dated July 1865. 
37 B Johnson, p 205. 
38 The Brisbane-Courier 2 November 1867 p 4 c 6. sourced by M England. 
39 Queensland Certificate of Title 26230 Vol.185 Folio 226 Benjamin Cribb 1872 
40 St Lucia History Group Paper Toowong to Indooroopilly Railway, 2007, Darbyshire A. 
41 Helen Gregory op cit. 
42 1884 Public Map John Oxley Library RBM 841.17 1884 00016b. 
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Other occupants were the Carmody Family who owned the land at the very tip of the 
peninsula, where the lake and the Women’s College are today.  Carmody Creek exists today 
almost in its original form, as the University Alumni Teaching Gardens off College Rd.  The 
Carmodys were dairy farmers who also grew lucerne, sugar and bananas. 

Some scattered residential development occurred on the area’s higher ground after the 1860s, 
with the farmers building their cottages.  The most prominent house was probably that of Mr 
Strong, who built a house and stables on a rise overlooking the river (now the north-east 
corner of the Ryans Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr.  The lower flood prone areas were cleared 
of bush and turned into productive farms.  Toowong School (Ironside State School) opened on 
Swann Rd in 1870 with forty-two students, and was described as standing alone on a hill in 
the bush. 

The Indooroopilly – Roma St railway came through Toowong in 1875, and made the area 
more popular, even though bush still separated it from the City.  The railway steadily replaced 
some of the paddle wheelers on the river, but barges and lighters proliferated.  Large amounts 
of coal came from Ipswich to the Brisbane wharves and from 1885 also to the South Brisbane 
Gas & Light Co at West End. 

The Public map of 1884 43 shows that the only formal access to the future St Lucia was via a 
track that skirted all the Cribb allotments. At the top of High St, Burns Rd turned off south 
over the railway and ran down to, across and along Toowong Creek, up Indooroopilly Rd to 
Gailey Five Ways, then east along Swann Rd and Carmody Rd, to the present University site.   

At this time, other roads such as Gailey Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr did not exist. Ryans Rd 
turned off down to Mr T. A. Ryan’s house sited roughly where No. 40 Ryans Rd is today.   

2. RICHARD GAILEY - LANG FARM – GLENOLIVE  

See also Toowong 1863-2011, 2012, published by the Toowong History Group, chapter 
headed ‘Richard Gailey’ for a published account of his life with a focus on his time in 
Toowong/St Lucia, written by this author. 

Mr Richard Gailey was born in Donegal Ireland of Scottish parents in 1834. He arrived in 
Brisbane in 1864 where he married, had five children and set up practice as an Architect and 
Licensed Surveyor.44 Later becoming also a builder and developer, he played a significant 
part in the society of the day. He was the foundation vice-president and later President of the 
Queensland Institute of Architects (1890 -1895).   

The bibliography Queensland Architects of the 19th Century 
describes Mr Gailey as ‘the doyen of Brisbane Architects’.45 
Many of his buildings in the City have been demolished but 
some which remain intact today are the Regatta Hotel 
Toowong, the Empire Hotel in Fortitude Valley, Brisbane 
Girls Grammar School, ‘Moorlands’ and extensions to 
‘Fernberg’. 

 

Richard Gailey 
State Library of Queensland Neg 63597p. 

 

                                                 
43 1884 Public Map. 
44 Morrison W, The Aldine History of Queensland Illustrated, 1888, Archive CD Books. 
45 D.Watson 1994 Queensland Architects of the 19th Century, Queensland Museum, p 720. 
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In 1876 Mr Gailey purchased all of the 66.83 ha (165 acres) held by Mr Benjamin Cribb’s 
Trustees. The Telegraph recorded that he paid £4000, and that it was the intention of the 
buyer to: 

lay out the whole into a model suburban village with chain [20.12 m] wide streets and reserves 
for pleasure grounds, markets, schools, and public buildings after which it will be offered for 
sale46   

After the construction of the railway, some of the land between Toowong Village and 
Toowong Creek was advertised for auction by Mr Gailey in 1877 as Lang Farm Estate,47 and 
then all the land a few months later but without an estate name.48  

It is interesting to note that Robert Cribb had taken out a mortgage with Thomas Walker in 
1866 probably over some or all his property in the area.  The mortgage was carried through to 
Benjamin Cribb at the time of transfer to him in 1872, and was paid out in 1876 – just as Mr 
Gailey bought the land. The mortgage value was £4000 – Mr Gailey’s purchase price.49 

The purchase of Portions 7, 8, 29 and 30 in particular, including Lang Farm, by Mr Gailey 
made him the third owner of the first land sold in St Lucia. Mr Gailey’s Certificate of Title50 
records a bill of mortgage taken out by him in 1879 with the Queensland Investment and Land 
Mortgage Company for the amount of £2,000. It was for a period of three years at an interest 
rate of 11%, payable half yearly, and was repaid at the end of the term. 

Under an 1879 Act the whole area became part of the Division of Toowong, but in 1880 that 
was split and the future St Lucia became part of the Division of Indooroopilly.  In 1891 the 
Shire of Taringa was excised from that Division, and included the area of St Lucia.  In 1925 
the Shire became part of Brisbane City.51   

Mr Gailey was a member of the Toowong Divisional Board from its start; and when the 
Indooroopilly Divisional Board was created shortly afterwards he was its Chairman until 
1882, and again in 1885. As such he could have been in a position to influence decisions 
concerning his substantial landholding in the area.52 

In 1887 Mr Gailey gave the Division of Indooroopilly land for a new road that started at 
Toowong Creek heading south, and then turned east along today’s Sir Fred Schonell Drive 
thus dividing the land into two.53 Mr Gailey was then granted new Deeds, one being a Grant 
of Subdivision of Portion N7, for the part referring to the now Sandford St / Jerdanefield Rd 
area. It had Ryans Rd and both legs of Gailey St (Gailey Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr) marked 
as forming the boundary of the subdivision beside the river.54 The area was given as 9.52 ha 
(23 acres 2 roods).   

The balance of Portion 7 remained with Mr Gailey under a new Deed of Grant for Portion 
N8.55 The Post Office Map of 188956 shows the whole of Mr Gailey’s property right up to the 
Swann Rd boundary, with ‘Gailey St’ running as described above - east along Sir Fred 
Schonell Dr.  

                                                 
46 The Telegraph 12 August 1876. 
47 The Brisbane Courier 14 April 1877 p.7.c.7. Sales Lithograph JOL 2605.  
48 Sales Lithograph John Oxley Library 2584; Certificate of Title Vol 311 Folio 178 part Portion 28, 1877. 
49 Certificate of Title 5321 Vol. 48 Folio 089 1864.  Certificate of Title 26230 Vol. 185 Folio 226 1872. 
50 Certificate of Title R. Gailey  9 December 1876     42408 Vol. 286 Folio 160. 
51 A Darbyshire 2004 Representing St Lucia SLHG Paper No 6. 
52 A Darbyshire 2004 Representing St Lucia. 
53 ibid. 
54 Deed of Grant R. Gailey 9 December 1887     69345 Vol. 688 Folio 106. 
55 Certificate of Title R. Gailey  7 December 1887     69346 Vol. 688 Folio 160. 
56 Queensland Post Office Map 1889 State Library of Queensland RBM 841.17 1889 00019EC1. 
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In 1889 Mr Gailey gave land to the Divisional Board for the construction of what is now 
Gailey Road, dividing Portion N8 into two, Subdivision one  

When part of the original Portion 7 was resumed for the new road, a small rectangular block 
on the waterfront, now the boat ramp at the end of Austral St was also subdivided off for an 
unknown reason.57 This was probably in contemplation of the cross-river vehicle ferry that 
eventually began from here in 1889. 

Gailey had proposed in April 1884 to build a substantial but private bridge across Toowong 
Creek at his own expense, £300 – 400, to replace an existing smaller one and the Shire of 
Toowong gave approval. The bridge was to provide access to ‘a kind of Park and…several 
dwelling houses therein’. It is unclear if this second bridge was ever built, but it is unlikely 
because in May 1887 a public bridge was built by the Indooroopilly Divisional Board over 
Toowong Creek linking Toowong with the new road.58 

In 1877 Gailey advertised for a contractor to build a ‘Villa Residence’ of wood at Toowong 
(as the Lang Farm area was known at that point in time).59 

Postal Records show Mr Gailey living at Wickham Tce, Brisbane in 1876, but by 1879 he was 
living with his family at Lang Farm.60 His residency was also noted in the Brisbane Courier in 
1885.61 A map of the estate dated 1887 shows a house quite close to the river at the end of 
Glenolive Lane.62  

 

 

Perhaps the house and the stables on the water edge with the ferry ramp to the left can just be 
seen in the following 1890 photograph:63 

                                                 
57 Resurvey  for Title Vol 7 fol 378 April 1887. 
58 ‘The Toowong Creek Bridge’ 2006, England M. 
59 The Telegraph 11 May 1877 p 3 research by Lee Bull TDHS 
60 The Brisbane Courier 21 November 1879 p2; The Queenslander 21 January 1882 Family notices, birth. 
61 Brisbane Courier 20 February 1885 Auction Sales St Lucia Estate.   
62 Resurvey of Portions 7,8, 29, 30, 282 Cat S31 2450 12 May 1887 Sunmap Museum Mr Kitson. 
63 St Lucia from Highgate Hill 1890 JOL APE 047010023 
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The house was also shown on the 1888 lithograph for the sale of Hyde Park Estate, with the 
name R Gailey Esq along side it.64 

 

 

The following is a further map uncovered by Ms Beth Johnson which clearly shows Lang 
Farm as being only the 7.70 ha originally forming Portion 7 and this was the only area 
actively farmed.65   Heroes Park is now called Jack Cook Memorial Park and is hatched as 
swampy – hence the reason for Mr Cribb’s originally claimed access route.  Locally the whole 
area of Cribb/Gailey’s land was known as Lang Farm, indeed when Mr Gailey advertised 
land for sale on the Toowong side of Toowong Creek he called it Lang Farm Estate66, even 
though it was remote from the true Lang Farm.  He dropped the use of this name in later 
years67. 

 

                                                 
64 Sales Lithograph Hyde Park Estate Portion 10, 1 Dec 1888; John Oxley Library. 
65 Nancy Foote op.cit. 
66 Sales Lithograph  Lang Farm Estate 2605, John Oxley Library. 
67 Sales Lithograph Portion 26, 27,28, 2593, John Oxley Library.  
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Lang Farm’s existence and extent c.1887 (St Lucia Road, Kayes Rock’s and Guyatt Park have been 

added latter, and the last two are not in their correct locations).  Courtesy Ms Beth Johnson 

In 1889 Mr Gailey gave land to the Divisional Board for the ferry access road and subdivided 
Portion N7 68 separating off the piece between Austral St and Ryans Rd (later to become 
Jerdanefield House) as subdivision 2 (this piece is wrongly labelled as Tomona on the 1895 
map known as McKellars).  

A vehicle ferry (horse and carriage) ran from the ramp at the end of Austral St across to 
Montague St Hill End from 1889 until 1893, when some intermittent passenger only services 
ran until 1895.69 The ferry was said to be ‘in existence’70 in 1889, and was shown on the Post 
Office Map71 as just a ferry, and again on the 1895 official map.72 The street was not formally 
named until sometime after 1927,73 being known locally as Ferry Lane.74 

The area remaining, between Sir Fred Schonell Dr and the river, and Gailey Rd and Austral St 
comprised 6.18 ha (15 acres 1 rood) and became subdivision 1– the future Sandford St 
subdivision. 

Although his wife Mary (Minnie) died in 1890, in 1891 Mr Gailey completed the design and 
built of a spectacular mansion for himself and his three sons and two remaining daughters on 
this land.  

Local resident and teacher, J B Fewings commented: 

…an enormous and fanciful example of high Victoriana…When the trees and shrubs grow up 
and develop there will be little left…to render his habitation one of the handsomest and most 
enjoyable places in the suburbs of Brisbane.  Here and there and around are ponds and other 
deep fresh water… in refreshing abundance... 75 

                                                 
68Certificate of Title R. Gailey 13 December 1889   12342 Vol. 769 Folio 82. 
69 A. Darbyshire research on ferries. 
70 Hyde Park Estate  Sales Lithograph 7 December 1889 John Oxley Library.  
71 Queensland Post Office Map 1889 op cit. 
72 McKellar’s Official Map of Brisbane and Suburbs 1895, State Library of Queensland Ref. 841.1200005 
73 Brisbane and Suburbs St map 1927 State Library of Queensland Ref. 841.1200016. 
74 Jim Mackenzie local resident, letter to Councillor Magub 29 August 2002. 
75 Helen Gregory op cit.. 
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The Queenslander76 published a lithograph of the mansion; the newspaper didn’t have the 
technology then to publish actual photographs, but employed an engraver to make a 
lithograph plate from an artists drawing. The view is theoretically from about where Gailey 
Rd is today, although the landform is not strictly correct, and doesn’t show the grounds in any 
detail. The building is very accurate when compared to later photographs. 

 
‘GLENOLIVE HOUSE’, a lithograph by Edmund Le Bihan 

   Courtesy John Oxley Library Image No. 168456 

An article accompanying the picture described the house as follows: 

Glenolive, the new residence of Mr R Gailey, architect, is situated in a charming nook on the 
river bank at Toowong, about three miles [4.83 klm] from the General Post Office.  The grounds 
comprise an area of 12 acres [4.86 ha], with frontages to the river and principal roads. 
The house stands on a small plateau, and is surrounded by shrubberies and ornamental patches 
composed of indigenous and acclimatised trees, shrubs, and flowers. It overlooks the city and 
river to the [north] east; the extensive lawns and cricket grounds north [west]; the tennis and 
sports grounds to the [south] west; and the orchards and serpentine lakes on the south [east].  
The principal approach is from Evadnia road by a wide curving avenue which leads to the 
carriage porch, and thence winding round the fish basin and fountain connects with a boat-
landing on the river bank and the rear and side entrances to Pontilia and Degailia roads, 
terminating in the stable-yard. 
From the carriage porch, which is recessed and provided with concrete floors and seats, the 
house is approached by a flight of easy steps leading to a wide corridor giving access to the 
atrium, round which are grouped the drawing and refreshment rooms, the library, and the 
piazza.  The atrium is 40 ft. square by 36 ft. high, surmounted by a lantern and turret filled with 
coloured glass.  The drawing room and library are each 24 ft. by 28 ft. and the refreshment room 
and piazza each 36 ft. by 20 ft. and 16 ft. high.  All these apartments are fitted with wide bay 
and recessed windows and doors filled with ornamental and coloured glass, and are so arranged 
that the whole may be connected and thrown into one great saloon.   
The walls and ceiling are panelled and moulded, with enriched cornices and centre pieces 
throughout, and painted in a variety of pleasing tints.  The floors are parquet.   The space over 
the drawing and refreshment rooms, library, and piazza is fitted up as a gymnasium and 
playrooms, the access thereto being by ladders, which form part of the gymnasium fittings.  
From the atrium branches off a suite of bedrooms with dressing rooms, and a large dining room 
with serving room, kitchen, and culinary apartments.  The stables and coach-house, together 
with cowshed, dairy, poultry pens, &c, are grouped together in connection with the orchard, 
with a large yard intervening between them and the kitchen offices.  The entire buildings are 
constructed of hardwood framing and chamfer boarding, with pine and cedar lining, panelling, 
and fittings.  The roofs are covered with hardwood shingles. 

                                                 
76 The Queenslander 4 July 1891 p 10 c 1. 
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The style is an adaption (sic) of early English, with gables and deep projecting eaves, fascias, 
and hoods.  The work was carried out through the office of the proprietor, and the building and 
grounds form a pleasing picture when viewed from the river or Evadnia road. 

The estate roads named in the article – Degailia, Evadnia, and Pontilia are no longer used, 
having been replaced by Gailey Rd, Sir Fred Schonell Dr and Austral St, respectively.77 As 
words the names do not appear in any foreign language dictionary including Latin and Gaelic, 
and they are not to be found in historic place name lists of Scotland or Ireland; however 
Gailey named his second daughter Evadne who was born in 1871. 

 
A riverfront view of Glenolive Lodge to the right and possibly Gailey’s 1877 house and stables, 1893 

Photograph courtesy of RHSQ P3613. 

It would seem that town water and coal gas were connected to the property, but not 
electricity.78 

Whilst the origin of the name Glenolive has not been confirmed, Glen is a Scottish word for 
valley perhaps reflecting Mr Gailey’s heritage, and it was noted earlier that Lang Farm had a 
‘a huge olive tree which is literally smothered over with bloom, and promises to bear fruit...of 
the variety used for making of olive oil…’It is possible that this tree was situated in what is 
today the rear garden of No 15 Sandford St as the current owner has a photograph of a large 
olive tree in this location.79  Gailey himself used the name Glenolive Lodge rather than 
‘House’. The name was changed by later occupants to Glen Olive. 

Adjacent is part of an actual photograph of the carriage porch 
and main entry.80 

The location of Glenolive Lodge was approximately where the 
now high-rise apartments ‘North Shore’ 46 Sandford St are 
today, on the ridge beyond the end of Glenolive Lane. The 
sweeping driveway was to the south of Sandford St. The back 
entry was via today’s Glenolive Lane.81 A set of entry gates 
once existed in the open car park area of ‘North Shore’82. The 
stables were where ‘Riverford’ upper car entry ramp is now; 
the surrounding low land now occupied by the ‘Riverford’ 
building, was a crook in the creek and had probably been 
made into ornamental pond gardens. 

                                                 
77 Post Office Directory 1893 p 256 and 1895/96 State Library of Queensland. 
78 The Brisbane Courier, 3 August 1892, p.8.c.4. to 24 February 1893, p.8. 
79 Discussion with Lee Chamberlain December 2006. 
80 J. Richie 2000 Australian Dictionary of Biography p 79 Melbourne University Press. 
81 Neville Parker, John Pearn, Ernest Sandford Jackson, The life and times of a Pioneer Australian  
 Surgeon,  1987, AMA Queensland, p 66 note 4.5 
82 Sales Lithograph for Glen Olive Estate 4 June 1921 
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History Group member Jim Mackenzie was born in the area just before the house was 
demolished; he remembers the road entry was via today’s Glenolive Lane. It was wider than 
today and had a row of olive trees on the upper side and Bunya trees on the lower side – two 
of which remain to this day. The Lane led to a pair of gates and on to the carriage porch at the 
front of the house. It is possible that this replaced the original entry driveway after the 
grounds were subdivided in 1921. 

A map dated 1905 showing the contours of the land in St Lucia generally, clearly shows the 
landform at the time of Glen Olive and before excavation was carried out for the basement of 
the current high-rise building.83 The ridge line continued from Glenolive Lane almost to the 
river. 

Postal Records 84 show Mr Gailey living at ‘Gailey St’ in 1891 with his children. Son Richard 
(1873-1954)85 went to Miss Cargill’s Boys Preparatory School for five years in preparation 
for his later time at Brisbane Boys Grammar School, and went on to become an architect and 
eventually took over his fathers business. Son Francis (Frank) (1882-1972) went to Mr 
Kelly’s Professional and Commercial Training College before also going to Brisbane Boys 
Grammar. Frank is recognised as Australia’s most successful male individual Olympic medal 
winner, having competed in the 1900 and 1904 Olympic Games (he won four individual 
medals in swimming in the 1904 St Louis Games, a record that still stands for men.)86 Son 
Daniel (Dan) (1883 - !9??) was born in Belfast Ireland and was also a successful swimmer. 
Both Frank and Dan immigrated to the USA and served with the army of that country in the 
Great War, and went on to become architects.87 

His daughters were Ethelia (1869-1874), Evadne Jane (Eva) (1871 – 1961) and Minnie 
Corinth (Corinth) (1879 – 1945).  

Richard Gailey’s renowned generosity was on display in 1891 when one day he found a little 
girl under his bed; she had run away from a family of six living in great poverty down on the 
St Lucia Estate. Gailey visited the family and made a substantial donation, also providing 
clothing and bedding before organising for the authorities to care for the children.88 

In 1892 Mr Gailey advertised the balance of his land, Portions N8 Subdivisions 1 and 2 which 
had been formed by the formation of Gailey Rd: 

To Let, a 25 acre [10.13 ha] paddock and four roomed cottage, part of Lang Farm Toowong 
[between Gailey Rd and Indooroopilly Rd, today Jack Cook Park etc]; also an adjoining 
paddock of 60 acres [24.30 ha], with the above or separately [between Gailey Rd and Ryans Rd, 
and Swann Rd and Sir Fred Schonell Dr]. It is very suitable for a dairy farm or market garden, 
much of the land being good agricultural, with abundant and constant fresh water supply; a lease 
of 3 or 5 years will be given if required.89 

Perhaps there were no takers for the land because just three months later Gailey was trying to 
sell all of his land on the south side of Toowong Creek, except for area immediately 
surrounding Glenolive Lodge - the ornamental grounds which were declared open to the 
public. The land was offered as one acre (0.405 ha) residential sites with water and gas mains 
laid into the estate.90  

                                                 
83 Circa. 1907/17 map, showing land forms, The State Library Ref 841.12.00006. 
84 Post Office Directory State Library of Queensland. 
85 Brisbane City Cemeteries Toowong Cemetery search. 
86 The Courier-Mail, 28 February 2009, p.15. Brisbane Boys Grammar Archivist Ms V Harris May 2012. 
87 Welch M, Cradle to Grave 2013 p37. Email from M Welch 30 October 2013 advising of additional material 
available on Ancestry .com.au. 
88 Telegraph, 26 February 1976. 
89 The Brisbane Courier, 26 April 1892 p.2.c.3. 
90 The Brisbane Courier, 3 August 1892, p.8.c.4. to 24 February 1893, p.8. 
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In October 1892 Mr Gailey entertained delegates of the third annual convention of the 
Federated Builders and Contractors Association of Australasia, to luncheon at his house.91 

In 1890 a major flood occurred, but then in 1893 came the Great Flood, the worst ever 
recorded. Much of Toowong and St Lucia were flooded, and the grounds of Glenolive Lodge 
were under about eight metres of water.92 It was reported that: 

 …the water level was a considerable distance up the walls of Mr Gailey’s house which was on 
an island, being cut off from the hills behind by what seemed to be a gully, but which was 
probably the cutting in the road [Sir Fred Schonell Dr]…93  
Mr. Gailey’s residence could be seen distinctly with the water rising about it.94 

The following is a flood map that shows the Glenolive Lane ridgeline running into the water 
and may confirm the statement; also a photograph of the house possibly soon after the flood, 
and it is possible to imagine part of the house at least being in the water. The stables and the 
original house were presumably partially flooded too, and the gardens and sports facilities and 
were probably washed away by the flood, which was not only deep but fast flowing. 

 
Flood Map 1893 Courtesy Sunmap Museum Mr Bill Kitson 

 

 
 

Photograph taken of the 1893 flood probably from Aston Tce Toowong, with West End on the left, 
Toowong Creek in the foreground, Glenolive Lodge on the middle ridge, Ryans Rd ridge behind the 
House to the right, and Highgate Hill at the rear left. Courtesy of John Oxley Library. Researched by 

M England. 

                                                 
91 The Brisbane Courier, 6 October 1892, p.4.c.6. 
92 Areas affected by floodwater, staff surveyor Bedford, 25 March 1893; Sunmap Museum.            
93 The Brisbane Courier 6 February 1893 p 3 c 5 researched by M England. 
94 The Queenslander 11 February 1893 p 247 c 2 researched by M England. 
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Photograph taken after the 1893 flood from West End looking across to Glenolive Lodge, with the 

staff house and then coach house on the left, and Toowong Creek entry on the far right. 
Courtesy RHSQ P3613. 

 

 
Photograph taken from perhaps from Benson St Toowong showing Glen Road, across to Orleigh 

Estate and showing the earlier Gailey house on the far right 
Courtesy Phillip Family Album Fryer Library UQFL 28 Image 43  

The severe drought of the late 1880s, and a drop in the price of gold shares that anybody with 
money had invested in, caused a terrible depression in the economy with several banks 
collapsing. The Great Flood of 1893 caused even more financial problems for Mr Gailey’s 
contemporaries and possibly for himself. Just weeks after the 1893 flood Gailey was offering 
half-acre (0.2 ha) Lots for lease at £5 per acre ‘to which persons flooded out may remove 
…their…houses’.95 It is likely that David Guyatt took advantage of this and moved his 
Ironside Post Office and Store and his house to the corner of Ryans Rd and Sir Fred Schonell 
Drive, later buying that piece of land. 

                                                 
95 The Brisbane Courier 13 March 1893 p.8.c.7. 
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In 1894 Gailey registered a mortgage over subdivision 1, Glenolive Lodge for £5,000/-/- with 
the Bank of New South Wales, but the Title was re-registered in the Bank’s name just three 
months later, perhaps indicating that Gailey lost the property to the Bank.96 In addition the 
Bank acquired subdivision 2 on the same date.97  

At about the same time Gailey sold Portion N8 subdivision 2, the 24.30 ha (60 acres) of land 
up to Swann Rd, to Brisbane Newspapers.98 Interestingly Mr Gailey was a one-third 
shareholder in Brisbane Newspaper Co, and part financier of their major building which he 
had designed in Queen St, and thus financially very committed to the Company; he apparently 
withdrew completely in an 1894 restructuring.99 

Gailey did not sell Portion N8 subdivision 1 between Gailey Rd and Indooroopilly Rd some 
11.34 ha (28 acres) until 1908 when it was sold to Mary Ann Hiron; it was onsold in 1914 to 
Mary Darling Howlin who immediately subdivided the land .100 

The flood may not have done serious damage to Glenolive Lodge as in 1894 the Gailey family 
were living there and one of the daughters probably Corinth aged 14  held a: 

 ‘Juvenile Dance’… about 100 guests assembled, and the spacious and brilliantly lighted hall 
presented a festive appearance…Most of the children were becomingly attired…101 

In the Electoral Roll of 1895 Mr Gailey’s ownership is listed with an April 1893 date, but his 
current status as ‘freehold as trustee’ and his residential address as Glenolive Lodge  
indicating he possibly still lived there; his son Richard Jnr also gives it as his residential 
address.102 

The Bank of New South Wales held Mr Gailey’s Glenolive Lodge for seven years, and rented 
it out, perhaps initially to Mr Gailey. Postal records indicate Gailey living at Gailey St 
Taringa in 1891 and 1892, at Gailey St South Toowong in 1893-94, then at Degailia Rd 
Ironside in 1895, at Evadnia Rd South Toowong in 1896, and at L’Vadnia Rd Taringa in 
1897- 99. These all relate to Glenolive Lodge, as it was common for postal records to use 
different addresses for the same property, because many streets were unofficial, and suburbs 
were not formally delineated. 

By 1895 the local cadastral map showed ‘Gailey’s Rd’ running right where it is today, 
providing access to a number of subdivisions to the south on the other side of Swann Rd. It 
also showed a ‘St Lucia Rd’ Sir Fred Schonell Dr leading to more subdivisions east of Ryans 
Rd, but no subdivision whatever of all the land that Mr Gailey had purchased from Mr 
Benjamin Cribb and passed to Brisbane Newspapers.103  

The Glenolive Cricket club existed in 1895.104 Mr Gailey probably moved out of Glenolive 
Lodge in 1896 because Monsieur Leon G Mirabel moved in with his family in February 1897, 
and the two-word name Glen Olive was used for the first time, which form remained for the 
future.105 Monsieur Mirabel general manager of the ‘French Cable Company’ that was 
constructing the Australia to Noumea section of the Pacific Cable to Vancouver. 

                                                 
96 Certificate of Title R Gailey Vol. 769 Fol. 82 1889; Neville Parker, John Pearn, p 66 note 4.5 
97 Certificate of Title R Gailey Vol. 769 Fol. 81 1889 
98 Certificate of Title R Gailey Vol. 765 Fol. 59 1889 
99 D Watson 1994 Queensland Architects of the 19th Century p72. 
100 Certificate of Title 120568 Vol 765 Folio 58 1889. 
101 The Brisbane Courier, 4 October 1894, p.6.c.5. 
102 Queensland Electoral Roll 1895, Parish of Enoggera, p.12, CD Archive Books, UQFL. 
103 McKellar’s Official Map of Brisbane and Suburbs 1895, op cit. 
104 The Brisbane Courier, 11 November 1895, p.2.c.6. 
105 The Brisbane Courier, 11 February 1897 p.2.c.7. Post Office Directory 1898. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 
 

PGB/History/Papers/2Lang Farm Page 21 of 30 Printed February 1, 2017 

Madame Mirabel made the social pages of the Brisbane Courier on several occasions; she 
held a dinner party in July: 

The table decorations were extremely fine, consisting chiefly of red roses, which contrasted well 
with the beautiful white dinner service.106 

The same weekend she held an ‘at home’ for her friends, including the Consuls for France and 
Italy.107 In October she held a supper party.108 In March 1898 the family were leaving for 
France and Madame held a farewell ‘at home’ for quite a number of people: 

Refreshments were served in the coffee-room, which was beautifully decorated with palms, and 
bamboo wall pedestals containing ferns and flowers. During the afternoon Madame sang the 
French song [comic opera] “Les Nocés de Jeanette”. A floral basket …was presented…with 
ribbons in the French colours of red white and blue and the words “Bon voyage” inscribed on 
them.109 

On their departure Madame Mirabel auctioned off all the ‘superb house furnishings’ including 
draperies, paintings, glass and china.110 

The house and grounds were advertised for letting in April 1898: 

 ‘containing large entrance hall, drawing, dining, breakfast, and nine bed rooms, kitchen and all 
offices; also stables, coachhouse, and man’s room; large garden and grounds’.111  

Rugby matches were still being played on the grounds at that time.112 

In June 1898 the Hon R Philp and Mrs Philp and family moved into Glen Olive,113 and in July 
Mrs Philp held ‘A most enjoyable “at home”’.114 In March 1899 the house was described as 
‘Glen Olive, The residence of the Hon. R Philp’,115 and the family left the house in June 
1899;116 soon after (later Sir Robert) Philp, co-founder of Burns & Philp, became Premier of 
Queensland.117 

The Bank then began using Glen Olive as its Queensland Manager’s residence, and George 
Eddington and his wife moved in.118 Eddington gave Glen Olive, St Lucia Rd, Toowong as 
his residence in the Electoral Roll in 1899.119 The upkeep of the house apparently proved too 
costly for the Bank, and Eddington moved to Carlindean Taringa in 1899120. It was rented to 
Miss Eliza Fewings, previously a Head Mistress of Brisbane Girls Grammar School,121 who  
started the Brisbane High School for Girls (now Somerville House), and from October 1899 
until About October 1900 used Glen Olive as her private house, with boarders residing with 
her.122   

                                                 
106 The Brisbane Courier, 29 July 1897 p.2.c.2. 
107 The Brisbane Courier, 2 August 1897 p.6.c.6 
108 The Brisbane Courier, 19 October 1897, p.6.c.3. 
109 The Brisbane Courier, 26 March 1898, p.11.c.2. 
110 The Brisbane Courier, 17 March, 30 March and 16 April p.8.c.1. 1898. 
111 The Brisbane Courier, 22 April 1898 p.8.c.3. 
112 The Brisbane Courier, 30 May 1898, p.7.c.4. 
113 The Brisbane Courier, 25 May 1898, p.7.c.2. 
114 The Brisbane Courier, 16 July 1898, p.3. 
115 The Brisbane Courier 26 March 1899 Auction Sales Toowong Reach Estate, The John Oxley Library. 
116 The Brisbane Courier, 17 June 1899, p.10. 
117 Hogan J, Historic Homes of Brisbane, 1979, The National Trust of Queensland. p. 103. 
118 The Brisbane Courier, 5 May 1899, p.2. The Brisbane Courier, 17 July 1899, p.7. 
119 The Brisbane Courier, 15 December 1899, p.7. 
120 The Queensland Post Office and Official Directory 1902,1903, Wises Directories, CD Archive Books. 
121 Neville Parker, John Pearn p 66 note 4.5 
122 The Brisbane Courier 3 February 1900 p.11, as noted in P Prideaux Brisbane Girls Grammar School The first 
sixty years 1873-1935, p154. The Brisbane Courier 1 April 1933 p15. History of Somerville House P 7 courtesy 
Ms M Shackleton. 
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Mr Gailey died in 1924 aged 90.123 

3. DR JACKSON – GLEN OLIVE   

In July 1901 the Bank sold the house and land to Dr Ernest S Jackson (1860 – 1938)124. Dr 
Jackson, or Dr Sandford Jackson as he was more commonly known, was the Medical 
Superintendent at Brisbane Hospital in the 1890s, and later a private surgeon based at 
Wickham Tce. He was President of the Queensland Cancer Trust and a building at Wesley 
Hospital has been named after him. He is known as the father of the Medical School at 
Queensland University,125 and is buried at Toowong Cemetery. He opposed the relocation of 
the University from the City to St Lucia, preferring it to be adjacent to the Hospital.126 He was 
a noted historian and an active member of the Historical Society of Queensland. 

Dr Jackson was living at Mayfield  at the early part of the twentieth century,127 and then postal 
Records indicate he lived at ‘Evadnia St South Toowong’ between 1904 and 1906 and ‘Gailey 
Rd Taringa’ from 1906 through until 1924 all of which would have referred to his time at 
Glen Olive. The following photograph is of members of the Jackson Family and an employee 
at the front entry of Glen Olive probably circa 1910. It is believed that Dr Jackson’s 
relationship with his wife was seldom close, particularly in later years and from about 1914 
onwards they lived apart, with Dr Jackson going to live at Victoria Point.128 

 

 
Members of the Jackson Family at the front entry of Glen Olive circa 1910.  Courtesy John and Jenny 

Bigge, Mrs Pat Bailey and The Toowong History Group. 

                                                 
123 The Brisbane Courier 25 April 1924 p8;  The Daily Mail 26 April 1924 p 12;The Queenslander 3 May 1924 p 
 15, Mr Gailey’s obituaries. 
124 Certificate of Title R. Gailey 13 December 1889   12342 Vol. 769 Folio 82; Post Office Directory 1902. 
125 J Ritchie  Australian Dictionary of Biography Vol. 9. 
126 Rosamond Siemon 2003 The Mayne Inheritance University of Queensland Press. 
127 Hogan J, Historic Homes of Brisbane, 1979, The National Trust of Queensland. 
128 Parker N and Pearn J, Ernest Sandford Jackson, The life and times of a Pioneer Australian Surgeon, 1987. 
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Dr Jackson’s Biography includes the following portrait of Dr Jackson and three photographs 
of Glen Olive.129 

 

 

 

                                                 
129 Neville Parker, John Pearn, pp (iii), 55, 76. 
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The following notes are extracted from the biography: 

The house had extensive verandas, a boat shed with a ramp, a motor boat The Enterprise, and a 
rowing pair and four.  Both Dr and Mrs Jackson were keen gardeners, and when their six 
children were growing up Glen Olive was said to be a happy home.   
At the outbreak of World War I most of the children were living away and Dr Jackson 
purchased a property at Victoria Point where he spent his weekends.  Only one child, Mary, 
remained at home, and she grew up in a tense and lonely atmosphere, in ‘gloomy seclusion’. 
In World War I Dr Jackson signed up and went to the Middle East in 1914 as a Major; he caught 
pneumonia after six months and returned to Brisbane where he worked with returned soldiers. 
Dr Jackson was a frequent exhibitor of horses at the annual Royal National Agricultural and 
Industrial Association of Queensland in the period before World War I. He had a reputation for 
his ponies and was well regarded for his tandem entries in the harness section.  
Each morning he was transported (from Glen Olive) to St Helen’s Hospital in a horse drawn 
sulky by his groom, and people turned out to see him pass “in state”. 

Elder daughter Morag was engaged to be married in 1913 with “little Miss Mary” as one of 
her bridesmaids.130 

Lloyd Rees, the famous painter, lived nearby in his childhood and wrote in his 
autobiography131 about a visit to the Jackson family at Glen Olive: 

..(it) had a square tower with a pyramid at the apex…and when I finally walked into the big 
room with its roof ascending into the tower, I felt a soaring of the senses, such as I was to 
experience, in far greater measure, when first I walked into St Peter’s, Rome. 

He and his brothers played cricket against Dr Jackson’s sons with the two fathers acting as 
umpires. “…on all occasions there was a plentiful supply of lemonade and goodies – rare 
treats for kids in those days.” 

4. DR JACKSON - SUBDIVISION 

In 1920 Dr Jackson advertised the house and land for sale at auction.132 

 

                                                 
130 Queensland Figaro 23 January 1913 p 13 
131 Lloyd Rees   1985 Peaks and Valleys an autobiography W Collins. 
132 The Brisbane Courier 4 September 1920 p8. 
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The auction was presumably not successful as in 1921 Dr Jackson began subdividing part of 
the land.  The Brisbane Courier of 21 May 1921 and 4 June 1921 carried an advertisement for 
the auction of ‘Glen Olive Estate, South Toowong, 60 choice residential sites…adjoining the 
residence of Dr E S Jackson’.133  

 

 
 

The Brisbane Courier 4 June 1921 p 8. 
 

The auction was set for 3 p.m. Saturday 4 June 1921 and the above is a copy of the Sales 
Lithograph. This map has had the original residence and its entry gate at the end of Glenolive 
Lane, added by a different hand to the surveyor; various photographs indicate that the house 
and fountain were actually at right angles to that shown, with the fountain towards the river.   

The Terms of the auction are given as ‘1/10th Cash, balance quarterly by promissory notes 
extending over 3 years, with interest at 6 per cent. 5% discount for Cash.’ No name appears 
on this plan for the new road created. 

Each block was the popular 16 perches in area (50 links by 200 links, 10 x 40 metres approx.).  
Most people bought two blocks side by side, which resulted in St Lucia, and most other 
suburban areas of the time, having large single storey houses surrounded by extensive 
gardens.  It is this feature that has made it so easy for more recent owners to re-subdivide the 
blocks and put on two smaller houses. 

                                                 
133 The Brisbane Courier 21 May 1921 p8; 4 June 1921 p 8. 
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Sales Lithograph for Glen Olive Estate 4 June 1921 

(Photographs of Glenolive show it as being orientated 90° clockwise to this sketch.) 
Courtesy Andrew Darbyshire and PRD Realty Toowong 

Only half a dozen blocks of ‘Glen Olive Estate’ seem to have sold at the auction and these 
were mainly on the ridge along Glenolive Lane, which would seem to reflect people’s 
memories of the Great Flood some thirty years earlier, which covered all except the high 
ground with approximately eight metres of water.  The remaining blocks were re-advertised in 
1922134 and about half were sold between 1922 and 1924.  The Title Deed of the subdivision 
was damaged many years ago and is not entirely complete, so the sales details may not be 
strictly accurate.135  

The auctioneer’s sale book records the sale of 41 blocks, over an unknown timeframe with the 
riverfront blocks proving popular.136 

In early May 1924 Dr Jackson was advertising his furniture for sale at Glen Olive, so 
presumably had moved his family out.137 

                                                 
134 The Brisbane Courier 21 October 1922 p 10. 
135 Certificate of Title Richard Gailey 13 December 1889 No 121342 Vol. 769 Folio 82. 
136 Cameron Bros. Estates Book No. 2 p. 230 Parcel No. 29 Fryer Library University of Queensland. 
137 The Brisbane Courier 28 April 1924 p 20; 2 May 1924 p 20; 5 May 1924 p 16. 
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Straight after the auction Dr Jackson was advertising the actual house and outbuildings for 
sale for removal.138 

 

In a later advert the house was described as being ‘in splendid order’ with a ‘hot water 
system’.139 It is understood that in fact the house was riddled with termites, and the sale 
resulted in only the receipt of £520 for odd items.  

Three weeks later a different firm of auctioneers was advertising all the building materials 
resulting from its demolition, coincidently done by the original builders – the Siemons.140 

                                                 
138 The Brisbane Courier 10 May 1924 p 13; 13 May 1924 p 16. 
139 The Brisbane Courier 23 May 1924 p 20. The Telegraph  
140 The Brisbane Courier 27 May 1924 p 3; 17 June 1924 p 20; Chamberlain L, Through my eyes: memories of 
 everyday life in Toowong, 2006. 
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Dr Jackson then subdivided the house and remaining grounds at a new auction, together with 
the unsold Lots from the first auction, in the grounds on 1 November 1924.141 The Brisbane 
Courier carried advertisements for the auction of ‘Glen Olive Gardens Estate Toowong, which 
are shown in the following.   

 

                                                 
141 The Brisbane Courier 13 September 1924; 4 October 1924 p 12; 11 October 1924 p 12, 1 November 1924  
Glen Olive Gardens Estate. 
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The Brisbane Courier 1 November 1924  

The Sales Lithograph issued by Thorpe & Sharp calls the site ‘Glen Olive Garden Estate’ and 
describes it as ‘ideal river fronts with charming views, gas water and electric light available, 6 
minutes walk from Toowong Railway Station, motor bus service passes the estate’.  A copy of 
the Sales Lithograph follows: 
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Sales Lithograph for Glen Olive Garden Estate 1924 Courtesy Marilyn England 

The newspaper reported that sales totalled £3843 with larger riverfront blocks fetching up to 
£430 and the Glen Olive Drive (Sandford Street) blocks fetching up to £140 each.142 

About sixteen lots seem to have sold at the auction as they are all entered on the title on the 
same day nearly three months after the auction.  The area occupied by the original house was 
split over four large lots (64-67), described as being 35 to 40 feet above low water [10 to 12 
metres].  Each Lot was sold separately around 1925-1928.143 

Lots 64 and 65+68 have retained their boundaries, and the houses constructed on them were 
ultimately demolished in the seventies to permit the construction of the two high rise 
buildings 34 and 38 Sandford St.  Lots 66, 67, together with road frontage blocks 73 and 74, 
were amalgamated again in 1980 to provide the site for ‘North Shore’.  

At this stage the future Sandford St was called on the Auction Notice ‘Glen Olive Drive’ with 
the now Glenolive Lane just referred to as ‘Rd’. It seems the names were changed c.1956, 
with the now Glenolive name respecting the original one word form of the name. 

Why Sandford St?  Dr Jackson was christened Ernest Sandford Jackson, after the Victorian 
town of Sandford in which he was born; he died in 1938.  

                                                 
142 The Brisbane Courier 4 November 1924 p3. 
143 Certificate of Title Hilda Donaldson 4 November 1927 N0 319176 Vol. 1721 Folio 166. 


