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24. COUNTY OF STANLEY, PARISH OF INDOOROOPILLY 

Author: Peter Brown © 2017 

 

Until the late twentieth century a freehold land title for St Lucia was described as being in the 
‘County of Stanley, Parish of Indooroopilly’. This terminology dates from the methods and 
terms used for land administration by the government in Britain, and were brought to New 
South Wales by Governor Arthur Phillip in 1788.  

During the Anglo-Saxon period 600 – 1000 AD, England was split into Shires of roughly 
equal size for the purpose of raising taxes and were usually centred around a fortified town. 
Each Shire was headed originally by a Sherriff and later by an Earl. Many Shires derived their 
name from the main town i.e. Gloucester/ Gloucestershire. These Shires were further split into 
Hundreds being enough land to sustain one hundred families; each Hundred was administered 
by the ‘hundred-man’ who was responsible for administration, justice and supplying troops. 
Hundreds were the basis of the Court system for centuries. 

After the Norman Conquest in 1066, William the Conqueror established the Domesday Book, 
the first written record of who owned what and where. Subsequently the word Shire was 
changed to County which was in the French mind an area under the jurisdiction of a Count, 
although that latter term was not adopted in England. In England today a County is an 
administrative division of government not dissimilar to an Australian State, and is politicised 
in a similar manner. 

In later centuries employment and economics became more important, and a system of 
Manors was established with Lords having title to large areas of productive land around a 
Manor House and employing local residents to farm it. 

Civil Parishes were later established within a County based around a Manor and its Lord, as a 
unit of local government and justice making the local Lord responsible for administration, 
justice and relief of the poor. The Church of England had a monopoly on religion in those 
days and for management purposes established Ecclesiastical Parishes utilising the same 
boundaries as the Civil Parishes. The Church played a big part in the Parish, eventually 
levying a local tax or Tithe, and taking over the relief of the poor from the local Lord of the 
Manor. 

The two types of Parish established different identities in the 19th century, with the 
responsibility for local government and the poor and for levying of a local tax, returning to the 
Civil Parish. The Ecclesiastical Parish remained an area of administration within a Church, 
but not necessarily tied to the Civil Parish boundaries. 

Boroughs were similar to Civil Parishes but covered more populous areas outside the Manor 
system. Administrative Divisions covered low population areas outside of the Manor system. 

In Australia, Governor Arthur Phillip established the first practice of land administration in 
New South Wales, naming the area immediately around Sydney Cove as the ‘County of 
Cumberland’ (Earl of Cumberland son of King George III).  

In that first year the Governor also sent a party of soldiers and convicts to establish a 
settlement on Norfolk Island. In 1803 a settlement was established in Van Diemen’s Land. 
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Phillip set aside specific areas of land as ‘Government Reserves’, and allocated specific areas 
for the soldier’s and convict’s tents. In early 1891 he made the first land grant of two acres at 
Rose Hill (Parramatta) to emancipated convict James Ruse for farming, and was instructed by 
the Colonial Office to make land grants to any of the marines who wished to settle in the new 
Colony. These grants were similar to the Titles to land purchased by Robert Cribb and others 
in St Lucia in the 1850s – they required payment of an annual quit rent if requested – usually 
a peppercorn – and allowed the Government to retain the right to take land for public use such 
as roads, and to take trees, sand gravel etc. 

In 1802 under Governor Phillip King, the County of Cumberland was divided into two Civil 
and Ecclesiastical Parishes, St Philip’s and St John’s, but with the Ecclesiastical Parish used 
only for administration within the Church. The Civil parishes were further split into thirteen 
Hundreds although this classification was a hangover from the old British system and was not 
generally used in Australia and later abolished.  

As the Settled Districts expanded to the Hawkesbury River and Hunter River, the County of 
Northumberland was formally declared in 1804. 

All land was owned by the Crown and a system of land grants/licences/leases had been 
introduced for worthy souls, within the Counties. Those taking up land outside the County 
jurisdiction did so initially under ‘licence’ as the land could not be formally surveyed; they 
were classified as ‘squatters’ and were unable to call on Government services such as the 
Police.  

In 1810 Governor Lachlan Macquarie established the first town plan for Sydney, and he also 
established five new town sites – Windsor, Richmond, Wilberforce, Pitt Town and 
Castlereagh. 

By 1820 land allocation was in a mess due to an overwhelming demand coupled with a lack 
of surveyors to establish boundaries. The new Governor Sir Thomas Makdougall (spelt that 
way) Brisbane improved policies for the management of land, and established a process for 
the sale of ‘licensing’, ‘leasing’ and ‘free-holding’ of land thus reducing the amount of 
‘squatting’ on land. His aim was also to restrict the administrative area to mainly coastal 
regions for ease of control. 

In 1819 Lord Bathurst had appointed John Bigge to travel to New South Wales and among 
other things, report on land tenure. As a result, land within forty miles of Sydney remained 
under the leasing system but land outside that could be sold licensed and parts freeholded at 
5/- to 10/- an acre, with the funds raised being used to promote immigration of skilled 
workers. 

Further to John Bigge’s report the Earl of Bathurst wrote to Governor Brisbane in 1825 
requiring the whole of the Colony to be surveyed into Counties of 40 miles square (1600 
square miles), and then into hundredths of 100 square miles, and then Parishes of 25 square 
miles (16 000 square acres).1 

Subsequently the new Governor Ralph Darling received the same instructions and three new 
Counties were established in 1825 being Westmoreland, Camden, and Argyle.  The cadastral-
survey principal was used and related to cardinal points or specific geographic features such 
as a river or a watershed. Lord Bathurst further instructed that in any survey, one seventh of 
the land in each County was to be set aside for the Church of England and an educational 
system under the control of the church. 2 

                                                 
1 Historical Records of Australia – Instructions to/from Governors  p 435 CDRom, SLQ 
2 Historical Records of Australia – Instructions to/from Governors  p 113 CDRom, SLQ Greenwood G, Laverty 
J, Brisbane 1859 – 1959 A History of Local Government, 1959, BCC. 



ST LUCIA HISTORY GROUP 

PGB/History/Papers/24 Parishes Page 4 of 9      Printed January 21, 2017 

One square mile or 640 acres became a standard for agricultural leases. Smaller blocks for 
lease or sale were defined in terms of acres/roods/perch based on measuring the sides of the 
area with a Chain/links, and the angles with a compass bearing. 

In 1828 Governor Darling forwarded to London a memorandum from the Deputy Surveyor 
General of Australia, Thomas Mitchell, explaining that the survey of the entire colony was not 
possible with the very limited staff at his disposal.3 

 

 

Map of the Nineteen Counties. 

                                                 
3 Historical Records of Australia – Instructions to/from Governors  p 178 CDRom, SLQ 
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In 1829 Governor Darling expanded the Settled Districts and progressively established the 
Nineteen Counties. This area stretched from Kempsey to Batemans Bay, west to Wellington, 
and was mapped by Major Thomas Mitchell in 1834. One of the Counties was named 
Brisbane but does not relate to the City of Brisbane as we know it today. 

In setting these Counties, Darling set limits of settlement as within 150 miles of Sydney, and 
to preserve the remoteness of the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement. 

The Moreton Bay Penal Settlement had been established in 1824 solely because it was remote 
from the Settled Districts and overland exploration and squatting had not reached the area. As 
a precaution against later settlement an area within a fifty mile radius of the Colony was 
established and travel and occupation within was banned. 

The counties seem only to have been used for land administration, not for any sort of self-
government. 

The system of land administration has changed many times over the years, and just a few 
years after Darling’s limits were imposed and ignored, a system of paid licences (£10) 
evolved for ‘runs’ established by ‘squatters’ outside the Settled Districts. By 1839 licensees 
were able to convert their land to leasehold, and indeed improved parts could be free-holded 
in lots of 160 acres. By 1868 a system of ‘closer settlement’ was introduced whereby 
leaseholders were forced to relinquish some of their land to enable subdivision in to small 
farms. 

As pastoral settlement within New South Wales progressed Government decided in 1839 to 
divide the ‘Unsettled Districts’ where a degree of settlement was occurring, into Pastoral 
Districts and to appoint a Crown Lands Commissioner for each.4 The Colony was divided into 
groupings of Pastoral Districts, namely the Western Districts – mainly what is now Victoria, 
the Middle Districts – around Sydney and to the west, and the Northern Districts. Within the 
latter the Pastoral Districts came about progressively as settlement spread: the Pastoral 
District of New England was gazetted in 1839, that of Clarence in 1842, Moreton in 1842, 
Darling Downs in 1843, Wide Bay in 1847, Maranoa in 1848, Port Curtis (Gladstone) and 
Leichhardt both in 1854, and Mitchell and Kennedy in 1859.5  

                                                 
4 Queensland State Archives [QSA] Division of Queensland into Pastoral Districts, Counties and Parishes; 
researched by W Kitson. 
5 Greenwood G, Laverty J, p.36; RHSQ Journal Vol.20 No 12  C.Sheehan and French M, Squatters and 
Separation and RHSQ Journal Vol 20 No 13, 2010. 
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Courtesy L Hutchinson, Gundarnian A story of Jondaryan Station 1994  

 

In 1842 under Governor Sir George Gipps the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement closed and the 
‘County of Stanley’ was established within the Moreton Pastoral District, with Dr Simpson 
appointed as the first Crown Lands Commissioner on 5 May 1842.6 His commission was soon 
extended to cover the whole of the Pastoral District of Moreton and unsettled lands beyond. 

Dr Stephen Simpson built Wolston House at Woogaroo c.1850. The only town within the 
County was the original convict settlement known as Brisbane Town. New South Wales 
Surveyor General Sir Thomas Mitchell probably suggested the name of Stanley for the 
County [Edward Stanley was the 14th Earl of Derby and Secretary of State for War and 
Colonies 1841-1845 and three times Prime Minister of Britain] 

                                                 
6 QSA, Division of Queensland into Pastoral Districts Counties and Parishes; researched by W Kitson. 
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A later map was produced to show the first few Parishes in detail – an 1853 update showing 
probably free-holded land sales at that time follows:9 

 

 

 

By 1846 more Parishes had been finalised. 10 

                                                 
9 Survey Office, Brisbane Part of plan M.1079n QSA courtesy L Chamberlain. 
10 Division of Queensland into Pastoral Districts, Counties and Parishes; Department of Lands letter 8 March 
1946 to Oxley Memorial Library, QSA Batch 150 researched by W Kitson. 
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Some of the names were probably suggested by the local surveyors such as Dixon Warner 
Burnett and Wade. 

Today’s St Lucia fell within the Parish of Indooroopilly (based on the aboriginal word for 
‘gulley with leaches’); the land between Indooroopilly Parish and Brisbane North Parish was 
designated the Parish of Enoggera (based on the aboriginal word for corroboree), land to the 
west was designated the Parish of Moggill (based on the aboriginal word for water lizard) and 
land on the other side of the river Parish of Oxley after the explorer John Oxley.11  

 

 
 
 

Robert Cribb was the first to buy freehold land in the future St Lucia when it was in the 
County of Stanley Parish of Indooroopilly, and his Title Deed above shows the use of the 
terms.  

Land Title Deeds until a decade ago classified the land as being within the ‘County of 
Stanley, Parish of Indooroopilly’ etc although in more recent times the words have been 
replaced with ‘City of Brisbane’. 

The Torrens Title system was introduced in 1860 and necessitated a complete new series of 
documentation. 

 

                                                 
11 Darbyshire A, Survey Notes 2007. 


