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The citizens of Toowong elected their first Local Authority representatives in 1880 when local 

government was extended beyond the Municipalities. In the 1903 round of local government 

changes Toowong was catapulted to the status of a Town, only to lose this again when the Greater 

Brisbane City Council was created in 1925.  

 

The Toowong History Group was formed to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the creation of the 

relatively short-lived status of Toowong as a Town in its own right (1903-1925). It was decided to 

record some local memories to ensure they were not lost with the passing of the older generations 

and to entice more histories to come to the surface. This resulted in the production of our first book 

TOOWONG: A Community’s History. With contributions by sixteen authors, all from different walks 

of life, the contents draws on their own recollections, individual research and happily-shared 

memories of other residents. The sixteen chapters of the book, containing many previously un-

published photographs, provides a well-rounded picture of Toowong’s development.  

 

Our second book Toowong: Tales of Toowong and early Brisbane includes transcripts of 

presentations made to the group by both members and guest speakers together with a number of 

oral histories. 

 

The third Book Toowong: 1863-2011 featuring the story of Anzac park is dedicated to the memory 

of Suzanne Wickenden who was instrumental in galvanising public opinion to protect Anzac Park 

during the construction of the Legacy Way Tunnel and her part in setting the standard and producing 

the first two books. In three distinct parts, the authors examine the lives of the constructors and 

residents of significant houses in Toowong, personal recollections of growing up in the area and the 

history of two memorial Parks. 

 

The success of the books has resulted in there being no membership or meeting attendance fees. 


